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Need for Law
On Obscenity
Emphasized

By CHARLES E. CHAFEL
Assemblyman, 46th District
On Monday, Jan. 7, 1968, the

California State Legislature
convenes, as reported before
in this column. It is repeated
here because it is to your ad- |
vantage to mail me youur sug-
gestions on any and all types
of State legislation as soon as
possible. This enables me to|
prepare bills and introduce |
them early in the 1963 General
Session. When bills are intro-
duced early, it does not mean
they are acted on at once.
Those people whom we believe
to ‘be for or against controver-
sial billg are notified in writing
before the bills are heard in
committee, thus giving them
an opportunity to either write |
to us or come to Sacramento
and testify for or against the
bills

A few of the fundamental
fssues which are controversial
are

(1) Who will determine that
an object, such as a magazine,
book, photograph, drawing, or
motion picture is obscene, fil-
thy or to use a technical term
“pornographic”?

(2) What type of laws do we
need to combat the printing,
reproduction and sale of ob-
scene materials?

(3) Should the penalties for
violation of such laws be
graded so that the first offense
is a misdemeanor and a second
or subsequent violation is a
felony?

SHOULD WE enact laws
with mandatory sentences or
leave the punishment to the
judges? These are questions I
am asking you. Your sugges-
tions are sincerely uested.
Please write to me at of.
fice Box 327, Redondo Beach,
until Jan. 1, and thereafter
please send mail to Room 4001,
Assembly Chambers, State Cap-
itol, Sacramento 14, Calif.,, un-
til .we adjourn in June.

The Legislature can intro-
duce a bill providing for what
the lawyers call an “In Rem" |
proceeding in cases of alleged-
ly obscene materials. The
phrase “In Rem"” means
“against the thing.” In the case
of obscene materials, the
court would hear the complaint
against the allegedly obscene
materials, and the proceedings
would not be against any per
son or persons, as it would be
in the “In Personam” type of
legal action, |

DR. DON G. CORTUM, Call-
fornia state chairman, Califor-

More Cubans
To Arrive !

United Presbyteriang of the
Southland will sponsor & sec

nia Citizens for Decent Litera.
ture, in a recent letter to me,
expressed his views, and gave
me permission to quote that
portion of his letter on an “In
Rem” type of bill, as follows:

“Despite philosophical ob-
jections to the idea of the pro-
posed law, we would favor its
passage. The reasons are that
many times a jury will find a
book obscene (as in San Maeo
and San Diego. where the book,
‘Tropic of Cancer' was consid-
ered), but because of civil lib
erties, legal technicalities, and
points of law, the case is lost.
This probabl( will be increas-
ingly difficult since the new

State obscenity law requires

|the prosecution to go far be-

yond the requirements of the
U.S. Supreme Court. The Cali-
fornia law now requires that
the defendant be proved to
have knowingly sold a publica-
tion that he, himself, ‘felt’ was
obscene, Since this requires
the person to testify against
himself, it is an impossible sit.
uation, unless he is naive
enough to admit knowledge at
the time of the arrest,

“THE NEW California law
further requires that the ma-
terial be shown to be ‘utterly
without redeeming social im-
portance,’ which is another im-
possible hurdle for the prose-
cution. 1 point out that the
U.S. Suprfeme Court has said
that obscenity is utterly with-
out redeeming social import-
ance, but did say such has to

|be proved explicitly in court.

The U.S. Supreme Court im-
plied that a jury's decision for
the determination of the fact
of obscenity would determine
this on a basis of contempor-
ary community standards, ap-
plied to the material as a
whole.

“With this in mind, it would
be helpful if the prosecution
could go before a judge and
jury to determine if the book
(or other obscene material is
legally obscene, and if obscene,
an injunctive order could be is-
sued for the obscene material
to be destroyed. If this were
applied vigorously throughout
the State of California, with
adequate leadership by the At-
torney General of California, a
properly “In Rem” law would
Lo ar toward solving the prob-

m.

“CALIFORNIA has remained
one of the worst offenders in
the publication and sale of ob-
scene books, magazines, and
other salacious materials. In
the Los Angeles area alone,
there are dozens producing
obscene materials, and at least
several hundred selling it at
retail. Other states complain

that California should sup
press this business so that
their states are not flooded

ond planeload of refugees

from Cuba for resettlement in | doed

this area,

ion this subject,

with obscene materials shipped
from California, If we can get
‘In Rem' type of law
the Attorney

Action approving such & plan | General of California can have
was taken carlier this week at | pic deputies advise and assist

the opening meeting of
winter session of Los Angeles
Presbytery, held at Eagle k
United Presbyterian Chureh,

Twenly-one churches of the
presbytery sponsored the first
group of refugees, consisting
of 81 men, women, and chil-
dren, who arrived Oct. 31 via
National Airlineg direct from
Miami, Fla,

Hev. Edward R, Danks, chair
man of the presbytery's com«
mitiee on refugee resettiement,
reports that the second group
of Cubans Is scheduled to ar
rive around Dec. 10,

Responsibility of church
sponsorship, according to the
Rev, Mr. Danks, includes the
securing of wdequate housing,
providing employment oppor
tunities, and assisting the fam
ily or individual in getting
settled,

the | gistrict attorneys and city pros-

ecutors, I they want his
help.”
Rabbi Wechsherg

|To Give Sermon
| Congregation Ner Tamid,
| South Bay's Conservative Syna-

ogue, will hold its regular

abbath Eve services tomorrow
{at 8:30 pm at the Redondo
Women's Club, 400 8. Broad
way, Redondo Beach,

l{lbbl Bernard Wechsberyg,
Ner Tamid's spiritual leader,
will deliver the sermon; the
cantorial will be led by Jack
| Meltzer

Following the service, an
Oneg Shabbat will be pre-
sented by Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Feuchtbaum and Mr, and Mrs
Leonard Chevlin

Gardad Checkilst

1. Some cool weather
seedlings in nursery flats

vegetables are available as
this month

2. Bloomed out chrysanthemums should be cut

back to within about three

inches of their bases, New,

blooming plants may be obtained in nurseries

3. Plant native shrubs
nothus, Toyon, Fremontia

before winter arrives, Cea
are all widelv available

4. Many early camellias are in bloom now, The
Sasarqua varities, especially are colorful in fall
). Leave dahlias in the ground until the stalks are

dead and brown. You may

cut them to within a fool or

80 from the ground, however, after the follage wills
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LEONARD
G/ \NIYAN

STARTING NOVEMBER 23rd

OPEN EVERY DAY 10 TIL 10 P.M.

UNTIL CHRISTMAS

9'x12' Room Size
Reversible

MATTEL'S OFFICIAL B :
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AUTHENTIC BOSTON

HI-BACK ROCKER OVAL BRAIDED RUG W
. e
Authentic Boston Rocker! Finithed in gor Get exira wear and lasting beauty [l -
geous maple. Now you ean enjoy the from this selentifie blend of wosl cot P WER' )
sheet luxury and comfort of this rocker ton, and rayon yarns! Firmly Braided, 1 N
at one half the regular price these oval rugs are reversible, eaty o g )
cloan, heavy waight quality. An wn. L R LR R it
matched valuel In brown, beige or p to 30 spurls with eaty loading, Smo o
88 green! cap action, at the same time. Pump act “ Voluc
536.95 preassurizes sach shot. All mh‘l rust pre %
Value $49.95 88 [ i el BN g g
Value Tracy insignia. Fires 50 caps. Any littig be
FURNITURE DEPT. CARPETING & RUGS DEPT, « will go 'wild' ever this beauty. ¢

10! Y ¥

Full Size 100°% Acetate OfWistel Sagheh
| DART BOARD o
UMBRELLAS With & Darrs o4 -SPEED
W Official in .u'.y"'::i"n‘(n, Porte 70-RPM.
y nt dart q.m..-‘m; tals, caty to ope

p
in 100% acetate
great gift

" 988
$5.95 Val.

MHendbags & Meslery Dept,

& official darts and rules. Fun
for the entire family! Perfect for
don or play reom!

w v::“ 249

SPORTING GOODS DEPT,

heary expensive p
Both ity Yelectric
icafional an

315

Y

HERE'S A
TERRIFIC BUY

10 Speed Derailer

wene BIKE -
.

Boyt' 10 speed racing bike, $tur.
dy English light weight bike
that's the talk of the country!
Lay this away now for Christ
mas. Just what avery boy wanh!
Hand brakes, leather racing sad-
dle and famous English work.
manthip!

o o
"T ABLE

_ convenient be
'a'.' slide or me'
Comes ¥
power -
outlets.

fo!

A v
for 0‘.
projectors.
electrified
w3

AUTO SAFETY

SEAT BELTS

Metal to webbing. Exessds All State
and S.A.E. specifications fer strangth,
safety and ease of operation, 5500
Ib. webibng strangth. § eelern.

A

25 Christmas Cards

WITH ENVELOPES

Beautiful selection of Christmas cords
18 & wide selection of sises and themes

TR+
OIL PAINT SET

one bottle of turpentine. One bet-
tle of linseed oil. Brushes, spatuls,

9’ ete. Buy warly and save "
$10.98 z $11.95 $1.25 < -
VALUE Value 1 77 Value 66

AUTO SUPPLY DIFT,

STATIONERY-LUGGAGE DEPT, STATIONERYAUGGAGE DEPFT,

2 I.IOT
OUTDOOR SET

Dress up the outdoor trees or the

JUMBO 6-ROLL PACK

CHRISTMAS WRAP

ASSORTED

LP ALBUMS

Six glant rolls of Christmas JI" wrap- house of eheerful lights this
ping paper In & eolorlul " Christmas! Safe, UL, Approved These Inelude various lines of man-
each package, A ftotal of 504"x24" lights. Eaeh light burns Independ. o nd tlereo LP's by top record-
wide. ently. Il;. sts. Terrific selection in most
classifications,
$1.98 1 1 ¢ 8.98
Value

i 88"
to $2.98

GARDEN CENTER

45.PC. POTTERY
DINNERWARE SET

Complete service for 8 In your choice of
pattern Each set has all 1he extra sering
piaces you nesd  Imag he this campleie
dinner sat for 1hiy low low price. Make sure

e prepared laszM holiday 1eason with

fine st ome slightly imperfect
19.95

Value 699

HOUSEWARES DE. T,

REMINGTON @ MOLIDAY

PORTABLE

® Visible Marging @
Finder @ Standard 84
.

PUNCH SETS

Just in time for the coming helidays. 10

bowl with 12 cups and

Automatic Line
haracter Key

HOUSEWARES DEPT STATIONERAUGGAGE DEPY



