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THINGS TO COME—Coming
to market is a portable fire
alarm needing no electricity
and suggested for use in trail
ers, small buildings without
power, or locations where elec-
tricity constitutes a hazard: a
loud clanging bell gives the
alarm. |, Football fans who
| dislike those hard bleacher or
concrete seats can enjoy ‘he
game in comfort thanks to a
| new inflatable air cushion
made of polyethylene and
available for a modest 40
cents. . . Cleaning that paint
brush is less of a chore thanls
‘m a fluid cleaner that is edor-
less, non-flammable, non-poi-
.wnmn and won't evaporate,
| says the Pittsburgh-based man-
| ufacturer, . . Opening  beer
cans may become a lot easier
if an aluminum company’s in-
vention catches on. You lift a
tab on the can lid, swivel the
lid piece around a half gircle
and then peel back the piece,
uncovering a neat opening in
an underneath lid piece that's
an intrinsic part of the can it-
self

TEXAS LAGUING? — Cal-
ifornia has stolen a march —
two, actually—on the other big
states among which rivalry for
bigness has become almeost a
tradition. The state's govern.
ment has announced celebra.
tions for this year-end to mark
its ascendancy to leadership
over New York in the popula-
tion column. Perhaps of great-
er interest to heavy industry
observers is the second an-
nouncement — California now
ranks second only to Michigan
in production of motor cars, al-
though it's still a somewhat
distant second.

The population spurt means,
of course, surging demand for
food and other essential con-
sumer goods. And a growing
auto industry means new jobs
for thousands of workers and
a healthier market for the
West Coast steel industry,

BITS 0’ BUSINESS— Rising
personal income, which  has
bolstered the economy in the
face of recession tendencies
for well over a year, dipped
slightly in September to an an.
nual rate of $443 billion. It
was only the third month since
the bottom of the 1960-61 re-
cession in which the figure
had shown a decline, . . Are
the days of the true pigskin for
gridiron sport numbered?
Polyvinyl chloride already is
used to make the smaller-size
football for kids, and now a
Minneapolis firm claims it can
produce a completely services
able football from polyethy-
lene. . . The average American
in 1961 bought $6.24 worth of
Japanese-made m e r ¢ handise,
ccording to a U.S.Japan trade
promotion group; in contrast,
the average per capita oxpe')d-
iture for Japanese goods by
people in Europe’s Common
Market was a slim 95 cents. . .
Sales of imported cars in the
US. slumped to 378,000 last
year from a high of 609,000

units in 1659 and will likely be
near 300,000 lms )car
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