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Crenshaw Overcrossing
' s News that County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn has ap 
proved allocation of $16,000 in county funds to assist in 
construction of an overcrossing on Crenshaw Boulevard 
near 187th Street should be hailed as good news by parents 
of the several hundred children who must cross that busy 
thoroughfare daily to attend Crenshaw Elementary School. 

Hopes that the cost of the project might be split four 
ways between school, city, county, and stale funds were 
dimmed earlier when state officials informed the city that 
it could not participate in the proect. Unofficial reports 
indicated that the county probably could not participate, 
BO Supervisor Hahn's announcement Tuesday evening of 
the $16,000 allocation gives life to the plans for the student 
 afety project.

The request for combined financing of the overcross 
ing originated with the Board of Education last month 
after parents of children attending Crenshaw Elementary 
School expressed alarm about the traffic hazards which 
will be presented with the opening of the San Diego Free 
way off-ramp onto Crenshaw Boulevard near the school in 
about two weeks.

The crossing is used by several hundreds of children 
each school day and is located on a curve in the roadway 
which adds to the potential hazards facing students.

Approval of the overcrossing should mean the end to 
one of the major hazards along routes to and from the 
city's various schools, but it does not mean an end to all 
hazards. Enough remain to keep city and school officials 
supplied with an adequate inventory of nightmares.

There are, for example, serious hazards presented to 
students living east of Hawthorne Avenue as they cross 
that boulevard at 230th Street to attend Meadow Park 
Elementary School; students attending South High School 
from the Walteria area are forced to walk along busy 
Pacific Coast Highway without the benefit of sidewalks; 
and students at the new Victor Elementary School and a 
new parochial sctool scheduled to open in September on 
Anza Avenue north of Torrance Boulevard have danger 
ous streets to traverse without benefit of sidewalks and 
other safeguards. A temporary sidewalk will be built along 
Anza between Torrance Boulevard and Del Amo Boulevard, 
but it will only be a partial solution to the problem. 

We admonish city and school officials to continue their 
efforts to provide safe lanes of travel for the city's growing 
student population. A young life is a price too high to pay 
for inadequate safety facilities.

AFTER 11OUUS By John Morley

Some Soul-Searching 
Behind the News Beat

THIS WILD WEST by Lucius Beebe

The Slower the Transport, 
The Higher Is the Status

1 Opinions of Others
One for the reasons for losing ground in our fight to 

defend our constutional republic and its private enterprise 
system of economy is ignorance of the. value o£t competi 
tion and free enterprise and the profit motive. In fact, 
profit and capitalism are getting to be smear words, where 
as they are, in truth, essential to the preservation of indi 
vidual liberty. Coronado Del Mar (Calif.) Ensign. 

ft ft -ft
It Is not a pleasant subject to talk about continual 

erosion of the dollar, and to think that the great country we 
live in, abundant in raw materials and natural resources 
. . . would find itself in the monetary mess that looms on 
the horizon. How long will the American public be fooled? 

 Palmer (Alaska) The Frontiersman.

Morning Report:
General James Gavln has quit as our ambassador in 

Paris. The job paid $53,000 but it wasn't enough to keep 
up with the diplomatic set and buy shoes for his kids.

When ho was in the Army, tho Government paid all 
of Gavin's expenses. If he had been required to buy his 
own parachutes, Gavin never would have made the grade 
as a paratrooper.

But talent Isn't enough to be an ambassador. You 
also need money. This limits Mr. Kennedy's choices. If 
Roger Blough, president of U. S. Steel, won't take the 
Job, maybe Jack can persuade Ted to move to France.

Abe Mellinkoff

One thing the pestilence 
of jet flight has produced, 
aside from being the most 
effectual agency of human 
butchery since the guillotine, 
has been to establish over 
land or surface travel as the 
most dazzling single status 
symbol in the long lally of 
snob services and artifacts.

The stalus symbol came in- 
lo being in the American 
consciousness as soon as 
wealth in appreciable and 
fluid quantities began accur- 
ing to form individual for 
tunes and being spent to ad 
vertise superiority soon after 
the Civil War. Its factual rep 
resentation has changed with 
the years, always being slow 
ly downgraded in quality and 
implications, but its desirabil 
ity has remained a constant 
in Ihe American scheme of 
things.

ft ft ft
Its first primeval forms 

were mansions of Fifth ave 
nue, ocean   going steam 
yachts, boxes in the Diamond 
Horseshoe at the Metropoli 
tan Opera in New York, titled 
sons-in-law, splendid dinners 
at Delmonico's and the own 
ership of racing stables, 
newspapers and diamond 
tiaras.

In our own debased time 
the stalut symbol has been 
reduced to less august dimen 
sions. U is represented by 
Rolls-Royce motor cars, mem 
bership in acceptable coun 
try clubs, alligator skin 
sports shoes at $150 the pair, 
Italian silk dinner jackets and 
winter vacations in Ihe Baha 
mas or Capri.

ft ft> ft
For a brief lime when jet 

flight was now, but no more 
fatal than it is today, the
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flying machine companies 
were able to con gullible 
travelers, mostly recruited 
from the ranks of executive 
vice presidents, Hollywood 
starlets and other lower so 
cial strata, that going jet it 
self was a status symbol. The 
implicit suggestion that one's 
time was too valuable and 
one's presence elsewhere too 
urgent to be bothered with 
gelling there alive was used 
to invest, with an aura of im 
portance, the transport at a 
maximum of inconvenience 
and minimum of privacy, 
people of no conceivable im 
portance on errands of the 
Imagination alone.

The hurried dash to the 
airport with a brief case 
bulging with importanl busi 
ness documents such as cop 
ies of Mad magazine, the be 
mused consultation of air 
lime tables and the casual 
statement that one had break 
fasted 3,000 miles away, often 
the precise difference sepa 
rating tho speaker from his 
luggage In a dimetrically op 
posite direction, all implied 
the big time executive, the 
man whose minutes were 
measured In millions and 
whose time was rationed 
amongst affairs of cosmic im 
portance.

ft ft ft
All unknowing, however, 

jet travel at the same time 
it was stuplfylng the yokels 
and clowns, was building up 
the enviable estate of a status 
symbol that is tho very nega 
tion of jet transport and its 
dubious benefactions.

Seeing the airports bulging 
with phonics going no placu 
and with nothing to do whe.n 
they got there, it began to 
dawn on perceptive Intelli 
gences that tho implications 
of surface travel by land or 
sea were infinitely more im 
pressive, as well as possessed 
of built-in bonuses in tho 
form of privacy, dignity and 
a fair chance of getting to 
one's destination alive and 
operable.

ft ft. ft
The steamcars and the At

lantic steamships, rejected by 
the show-offs and spurious 
cminentl as old hat and for 
squares, continued to attract 
the strictly upper case, top 
drawer customers who could 
afford the supreme luxury of 
traveling in physical comfort 
and under no compulsion lo 
hurry anywhere.

To cross the Atlantic in the 
sybaritic upholstery of Cun- 
ard or the French Line and 
to take passage on the Chief 
and Broadway Limited on the 
American continent suggest 
ed the sort of people who, 
when they got whcro they 
were going, would bo accept 
able at Claridgo's or The 
Plaza and had recourse to 
nothing but the best of every 
thing wherever they were. 
The enormous privilege and 
prestige implicit in not hav 
ing to hurry began to reas 
sert itself.

ft ft\ ft
Then. too. the initial rush 

to the Jets had 10 diminished 
the available pool of Pull 
mans and luxury liners as lo 
place an enormous premium 
on tho availability of what 
surface accommodations re 
mained. While flying lost its 
prestige and status appeal, 
these precise attributes wore 
gravitating to the Queen 
Mary and City of San Fran 
cisco and knowledgeable 
travelers who, only a short 
time back would have gone 
by Caravollo lo the Riviera 
were now lipping hall porters 
in Paris double lo gel aboard 
Tho Blue Train.

The end effect of the jets 
was arbitrarily to separate 
tho men from the boys. Tho 
student riff-raff, Toxani, and 
traveling talesman in armpit 
deordorants are riding the 
flying day coaches In a max 
imum of inconvenience up 
yonder, while the authentic 
carriage trade and folk with 
incomes after taxes of a mil 
lion are taking tea and the 
sun on the Elizabeth with 
their approximate peers. It's 
not quite the way the air 
lines planned it, but it seems 
altogether admirable.

Late, almost every night, 
wherever we arc, here or 
abroad, we review the high 
lights of our day . . . our 
contacts with the high and 
low . . . plus the current 
news of the day ... for the 
preparation of our syndicated 
column, "After Hours."

This is why, when we 
started it in 1933, we called 
it "After Hours." For that's 
what it is ... thoughts after 
working hours . .. beginning 
its 20th year this month.

iV * ft
As a columnist . . . and as 

a current affairs speaker on 
the professional platform ... 
we are accepted for what we 
say. Not because it is note 
worthy or popular ... not 
because it attempts to sell 
or exchange anyone's opinion 
... but simply because we 
hope it helps stimulate 
thought and action.

We believe Ihis is the pur 
pose of our profession.

The minute we get lo "cru 
sading" ... or get loo biased 
on any issue ... we lose our 
objectivity and purpose. This 
docs not mean that our opin 
ions and preferences don't 
show. They do.

But they arc expressed in 
the hope that they will clarify 
issues . . . that politics or 
propaganda deliberately leavo 
out.

* *> *
For example, a lot is com 

ing out of Washington on ex 
tending the benefits of social 
security . . . and there arc 
benefits. But many of the un 
desirable points of social se 
curity arc not made public 
because those who advocate 
social security do nol want 
the public to know about 
them.

Some of these advocates 
arc undoubtedly sincere . . . 
others support it for political 
reasons.

At any rate, when we be 
lieve they are holding oul, 
we arc going to say so. It Is 
not that we're mad at them, 
or at anyone who wants to 
think like them.

ft ft> ft
Wo arc only after thoso 

who try to socialize America 
through the back door, while 
swearing that they ore not. 

When they advocate social 
ism, we want them to say 
so, so the people can decide 
with their ballots.

Here's proof of what we 
mean. When Die Social Se 
curity Act was signed by 
President Roosevelt on Aug. 
14. 1035, it was supposed lo 
provide, they said to the na 
tion, a "floor of protection 
against want and destitu 
tion."

Now, who can be against 
a thing like that?

We all fell for it. But look 
how far beyond "want and 
destitution" it has grown . . . 
when a millionaire is forced 
to join U today.

ft ft. ft 
There are undoubtedly

many of our readers from 
here lo Illinois, where our 
column reaches, who don't 
go along with some of our 
conclusions. This is their 
right.

But, are their conclusions 
based on cvery-day contacts 
facts which a reporter is ex 
posed to ... or are they 
based on emotion, partisan 
ship, personal whims ... or 
from reading slanted mate 
rials, or listening to politi 
cians they like?

ft ft- ft

Are they paid for profes 
sional status to travel all over 
the nation and the world, and 
come face-to-face with the 
high and In-between who pull 
the strings thai influence our 
very lives? Do many of the 
critics really know what they 
are talking about?

An American financier took 
$2 million of his company's 
funds, but hopped to Brazil 
before he could use it. Or 
take Billy Sol Kates.

Comrade Khrushchev has 
from time to time comment 
ed on these slips in our na 
tional life. His theoreticians 
and doctrinaire publications 
are even more obsessed with 
it. This is the way capitalism 
works, they say. It is an in 
herent tendency to corrup 
tion, tho natural handmaiden 
of ihe exploitation of one 
man by another.

A good yarn to support. 
Marx started it, and any con 
vinced Communist still will 
bend your ear for hours at 
a time demonstrating to his 
own content that capitalism 
is the primary breeder of 
crime.

ft ft- ft
It's simple: Under socialism 

(Marx-Lenin brand) crime will

wither away, because In such 
a society there is no incentive 
to steal, bribe or in any way 
rook your fellow man. They 
don't say when this stale of 
virtue arrives, though.

For some months there has 
been a series of corruption 
directed at high executives in 
Kirghiz republic, Central 
Asia. Involved in the conspir 
acy were also unnumbered 
and unnamed working stiffs. 
There is further a Moscow fi 
nance ministry factotum 
named Degtyarev, sentenced 
to death for bribery, bul you 
aren't sure If he was in the 
Kirghiz plot.

Indeed, Soviet authorities 
have been playing the trials 
close to the vest, and cor- 
respondents can't dig out 
mudi on them, or untangle 
them.

ft ft- ft
All you read is that in 

Kirghiz, Comrades Uyusha-

dayer and Akhun, administra 
tors, have been sentenced to 
death, with ut least seven 
others.

This was hardly a petly 
case. U existed for some 
years. The big wheels stole 
raw materials from state 
plants, peddled them out at 
their profit to a trade net 
work. They illegally bought 
foreign bullion. They bribed 
right and left. The topcats 
acquired cars, villas and 
every luxury. About $4.4 
million of this stolen proper 
ty has been seized. But the 
take may run to $7 million 
more.

How can such widespread 
and persistent knavery flour 
ish in a non-capitalist so 
ciety? Well, next time you 
drop in for a chat with Corn- 
rude Khrushchev, ask him. 
Like our own politicians, he'll 
say, "I'm glad you asked mo 
that."

-'; ft. ft

llow much more accurate 
their information would be if 
they were able to periodically 
face the President, the cabi 
net. Congress . . . Khrusch- 
chev, Nehru. Nasscr, Tito, 
Cliiang Kai-slick . . . Hum 
phrey, Byrd. Kefauvcr, Nel 
son Rockefeller ... the free 
dom-fighters, union bosses, 
management - labor negotia 
tions, or the problems of a 
.school board trying to select 
text books.

Or if they could look in on 
the mayor, police chief, a 
judge in action, a tax asses 
sor, tho city council ... or 
make the rounds with a social 
worker to see how the other 
half lives.

ft *» ft
To see the hungry and 

hopeless, in contrast with the 
other extreme who arc going 
to Hawaii and whose main 
concern is the excessive food

they will be tempted to cat 
on the Lurlino. What would 
bo their opinion if they ac 
tually saw what socialism has 
done to English medicine?

What do they really know 
about Brown or Nixon? Do 
they approve or disapprove 
on hunches, superficial im 
ages, partisanship ... or have 
they ever dropped in behind 
the scenes to sec how these 
men operate when the voters 
aren't looking?

We reporters make mis 
takes, even though we have 
inside facts.

Since this is true, how 
many more mistakes arc the 
readers likely to make in the 
absence of the inside facts?

We like to think that as 
professionals we must face 
both the facts and public 
critique.

We like to think that hon 
est reporting sometimes ends 
in honest mistakes.

We also like to think that 
we arc respected for making 
the effort.

PUNJABS

CONSULT YOUR YELLOW 
PAGES

Quote
"Vacation: A trip that puts 

you in the pink and leaves 
you in tho red."   Virginia 
Uasklll, Ponniburg (Pa) Town 
and Country.

ft ft. *
"Life in tho country seems

to agree with relatives from
the city."   Lee Batchelor,
Sauk Rapids (Minn.) Herald.

i* ft. ft
"Rude, poor people are 

called impolite. Rude, rich 
people arc called eccentric."
  John L. Teets. Richwood 
(West Va.) Nicholas Republi 
can.

ft ft. ft
"One of the toughest shop 

ping jobs is a find a wedding 
present that looks like it 
cost as much as it does."   
Bert Mastcrson, Hartsdale 
tN.Y.) Masterson Press. 

ft -fa ft
"Foster Locke is a pretty 

good spurt. He now gives me 
a cart-length's start before 
we race each other to the 
checkout counter."   Charlie 
C r a w f o r d, Lawrenceburg 
(Tenn.) Democrat-Union. 

ft ft- ft
'The trouble with staying 

home from work is that you 
have to drink coffee on your 
own time."   Lloyd S. Wal 
ters, Mountain Home (Ida.) 
News.

ft ft- ft
"Every time the price of 

hair cuts goes up it seems 
easier to forget to get one."
 Loyd Neff, Overland Park 
(Kans.) Johnson County Her 
ald.

Our Man Hoppe        

It's Too Cruel- 
Even for Reds

               -Art Hoppr

Many people have urged using American public 
relations know-how abroad to win the Cold War. But as 
far as 1 know, Mr. Harry V. Plato is the first to come 
up with a workable plan. Mr. Plate, a bright, engaging 
young public relations man, was in the other day to 

explain it.
"What we do," says Mr. Plate, "is to pick our 

greatest public relations man and ship him post-paid 
to Russia as a gift of friendship to help the Commu 
nists hard-sell tho Kremlln-Krushchev image. Using 

our techniques.
ft ft ft

"Tills gets him their confidence. So he closes the 
Kremlin offices one day a week for a fashion show for 
lady newspaper editors and one day a week for a Miss 
Four-Drawer File Clerk Beauty Pageant. Or whatever. 
These will be followed by a Snail Race and a Pee Wee 

Golf Tournament.
"By now, the Kremlin is operating on a 15-hour 

week. Our man goes to work on Mr. Krushchev's im 
ago. With one hand Mr. Krushchcv is holding down his 
new wavy, brown toupee. With the other ho is cutting 
ribbons, laying corner stones and crowning Miss Some- 
thing-or-Other around the clock. He hasn't got time to 

think about burying us.
"Meanwhile, the secret police is mobilized for tho 

door-to-door promotion of Lenin and Marx sweat 
shirts. The Army and proletariat are half-cocked from 
patriotically downing the new 'Krushchev Cocktail' 
(straight Ethyl with a wick in it). Russian scientists are 
on a crash program to make black bread creamy white 
with no holes in It. And every Soviet woman is under 
the hair dryer getting the 'Lady K Hairdo,' which fea 
tures a bun in the back and wisps straggling down the 
forehead.

"Mrs. K, herself, is sent on a world tour aboard a 
flower bedecked elephant and is hailed everywhere as 
'Husski rani' or 'Queen of Russia.' This gives her ideas 
which, on her return, she urges on Mr. K. On the night 
the Kremlin is immobilized by Tho World Wide Jazz 
Festival, he takes over, proclaims himself Tsar Nikita 1, 
joins with us in u program to stamp out Communism 
and Soviet-American relations are back where they 
wore 50 years ago.

"Victory in the Cold War through American Pub 
lic Relations."

ft ft ft
Seeing Mr. Plate has paused for breath, I inquired 

why we couldn't just eliminate public relations in this 
country instead. By putting the time we now waste 
in this field to good use, we could undoubtedly win tho 
Cold War fair and square. Though exhausted, Mr. 
Plate managed a shudder.

Besides, I said, his plan had a drawback: How 
would we ever decide who was the greatest public re 
lations man in America? Mr. Plate lowered his eyes. 
Modestly.

Donations to send Mr. Plate to Russia will be 
welcomed.


