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Broadened Outlooks
While the KennCv*; Administration is trying to knit 

up the ravell'd sleavc of medicare, at least one enterprising 

I'alifornian h« a plan to keep the welfare ball rolling on 

and on. He is Walter E. Mauger of San Mateo, and his pro­ 

posal is Plumblcare.

In a letter to the San Francisco News Call-Bulletin, 
Mr. Mauger suggests a Social Security tax-paid provision 
for payment of all plumbing bills of persons over 65. Says 
he: "I cannot abide the thought of our poverty stricken 
senior citizens (and almost all of them arc if I believe Ribi- 
coff) being faced with staggering plumbing bills during 
their golden twilight years." He goes on to point out that 
plumbers, not unlike doctors, "are well organized, highly 
paid, state licensed skilled technicians." and "are vitally 
necessary to the maintenance of public health." Caught up 
In the enthusiasm of the moment. Mr. Mauger even points 
out that if Plumbicare passes, we can move on to "Elcc- 
tricare, Autocare and eventually Embalmicare for the big 
breakdown."

Step up Mr. Mauger. The shade of satirist Jonathan 
Swift he of the "Modest Proposal" for solving the 18th 
Century's population problem would like to shake your 
hand.

Wups—Sorry! AFTER HOURS By John Morley
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Opinions of Others
If you find life empty, try putting something into it.  

Indianola (lotca) Record-Herald.
if T: -':

When you are young you do a lot of wishful thinking. 
When you are old, you do a lot of thoughtful wishing.  
South Bergen (N. J.) News.

<r if  £
The biggest trouble with political promises is they go 

in one year and out the other. Carteret County (N. C.) 
News-Times.

 ft- * *
No man is ever paid for what he knows only for what 

he does with what he knows. Washington (Mo.) 
Missourian.

  * *
One thing bad about freedom of speech Is when a citi­ 

zen can't think of anything to say, he says it anyway.  
Dodge City (Kans.) Globe.

•it -fr <r
"There's nothing wrong with our national economy  

it's our national extravagance."  Louis Nelson Bowman, 
King City (Mo.) Tri-County News.

•fr * - 'ft
"It develops that the oldest war for which our gov­ 

ernment is still giving pensions is that of 1812. Hurrah! 
The Revoultion is paid for." J. W. Richards, Pageland 
(S. C.) Journal.

<r -tr -ft
"One local gent suggests that we legalize bingo He 

Bees it as a soultion to the problem of corn surplus."  
Alvin E. Erickson, Bonducl (Wis.) Times.

£ <r -ft
"Someone has figured out that we have put 35 mil­ 

lion laws on the books trying to enforce the Ten Com­ 
mandments." Bert Master son, Itarttdale (N. YJ Master- 
ion Press.

if * -tr
"If the Pilgrims had placed inordinate value on old 

age pensions and unemployment insurance, none of them 
would have made the trip on the Mayflower." Dean M. 
Wordcri, Brookjield (N. YJ Courier.

•tr -fr Tr

"Hers's where some of our tax money goes: A gov­ 
ernment bureau has just spent $1,400 and 300 man hours 
to determine that the 'average man's posterior covers 
179.4 square inches an exerts an average pressure of 9.2 
pounds per square inch.' Enlightening information."  
Frank P. Hill, Tahoka (Tex.) Lynn County News.

THIS WILD WEST by Lucius Beebe

The Four-Bit Haircut 
Is Just Around Corner
Well, at long last and as it 

was sure to do. the word is 
getting around that maybe us 
Yankees, who have been talk­ 
ing tall as Tcxans and just 
about as offensively about 
our limitless "expanding 
economy" and "the highest 
standard of living in the 
world." are about to get eco­ 
nomically shook up a bit, and 
that we have been living 
higher on the hog than we 
ever will again In the foresee- 
able future.

Economists and financial 
editors have long been aware 
that the United States has 
priced itself out of the world 
market in a grim and ever 
mounting category of heavy 
industries and now even the 
flannel mouths In the legisla­ 
tive halls of Washington are 
getting the news that there 
is such a thing as competi­ 
tion abroad in the world and 
that it is a deadly sort of 
competition that can over­ 
night knock the props out 
from under $2.50 haircuts und 
journeyman electricians earn­ 
ing $20,000 a year. 

T* Tr  *
When this comes to pass, 

the hardest hit community in 
the land is going to be San 
Francisco for the explicit and 
obvious economic reason that 
anything you care to name 
costs more in San Francisco 
that It does anywhere else. 
The $2.50 haircut, which else­ 
where is in the $U U.75 
price range, Is as good a 
point of focus as any. The 
taxi rate Is another, a tariff 
ranging up to five times what 
Is acceptable in other cities.

The author of these para-

graphs, a short time back, 
had occasion to hire a meter 
cab In Pueblo, Colo., between 
trains to achieve a restaurant 
that had been recommended 
on the outskirts of the city. 
Four of us occupied the hack 
for what must have been well 
in excess of two miles and 
the fare overall was four bits. 
The driver allowed he would 
be glad to wait while we 
lunched without charge if we 
would ride back with him.

<r fc -tt
In Denver, Colo., the top 

ranking status symbol and 
showplacc of the Queen City 
of the Plains is the Brown 
Palace Hotel which cor­ 
responds closely in prestige 
and affection to San Fran­ 
cisco's Sheraton Palace. The 
businessman's lunch at the 
Brown, which usually in­ 
cludes an incredibly good 
London broil or New England 
broiled dinner fit to stay the 
innards of a stevedore, beau­ 
tifully and formally served 
by old-fashioned waiters of 
courtly mein and vast ac­ 
quaintance, recently raised Its 
price from $1.25 to $1.35 and 
Denver was fit to be tied.

You can't get an entree at 
any first class hotel in San 
Francisco, let alone a full 
meal, for less than twice tho 
sum.

ROYCE BRIER

Prince Rainier Facing 
Problem in His Future

Set your sights a bit high­ 
er on the international scale. 
Merchant tailors in the 
.United States now get from 
$275 to $350 for a bespoke 
suit. If you wish to take the 
trouble to send one of yours 
out as a sample, it can bo 
duplicated, stitch for stitch in 
identical fabric and metrlcu- 
lous workmanship in Hong
Kong for $40-$50. There are ¥ 
alleged Hong Kong importing CiflH Be CiUt — If 
tailors around San Francisco,

work done In Amsterdam and 
Imported in sheets, is able to 
sell for $12.50 to $15 picture 
book jobs which, if manufac­ 
tured here, would have to 
sell for $25 or more, which 
means not at all.

If Americans in ever in­ 
creasing numbers latch onto 
the manifest advantages of 
purchasing their suits, shirts, 
books, automobiles and other 
articles of Impulse buying in 
foreign countries, there's go­ 
ing to be a shakeup in wage 
scales hereabouts that will 
rock union agitators for ever 
more ruinous pay raises on 
the congress gaiters. The 
American workingman, when 
he condescends to member­ 
ship in that once honorable 
category, has been told for 
years by his unions that he is 
entitled to fantastic wages 
for doing an absolute mini­ 
mum of anything useful and 
bitching about that.

•fr £ *
There are tailors in Hong 

Kong and printers in Milan 
and motor car mechanics in 
Coventry who haven't heard 
about the AFL-C10 pic-in-thc- 
sky philosophy, and all of 
them are working 12 hours a 
day six days a week to make 
mincemeat of $2.50 haircuts 
and $20,000-a-ycar plumbers. 
They encourage me and a 
good many other Americans 
to look forward to the day 
when we may yet return to 
tho dime shoeshlne, the four- 
bit haircut and the airport 
taxi for a dollar. It may be 
closer than you think. Sailing 
right into New York harbor 
are Cunard liners where a 
haircut is 30 cents.

You, Too, Can Join in 
Anti-Communist Battle

Losses to Fire

To Charles De Guulle, the 
tax problem offered by 
'Prince Hainier of Monaco 
hasn't a thousandth of the 
potential of Algeria.

But it is a good example 
of tho parasitic state of the 
royal Institution today. No 
prince in our time wields un­ 
questioned power, und only 
  handful wield any power 
at all. It is easy to attribute 
this to the growth of ration­ 
ality, but when you behold 
the sad case of some of the 
republics about you, you 
aren't sure.

ft -:V £
The ancient Sumerian and 

Egyptian rulers were abso­ 
lute monarchs, and the Pha­ 
raoh was Identified with the 
Sun-god. Yet some of the 
Pharaohs mingled with their 
people, and there is a record 
that one rode out to meet 
some bakers putting on a 
strike-riot, whereupon they 
harangued him in the most 
familiar terms.

In contrast with royal di­ 
vinity, the divinity of the 
Caesars was quite cynical, 
and nobody of any intelli­ 
gence believed in it. Nor did 
the intelligent subscribe to 
"divine right," which was 
still a big pitch of the Kaiser 
a generation since.

 ,V v^ j)

From about the year 1500, 
European nionurchs progres­ 
sively lost areas of former 
power. In time they lost the 
power of royal decree, but 
particularly they lost the 
power to impose arbitrary 
taxes, which made their ex­ 
chequers subject to parlia­ 
ments.

£ •:' -fr

Following Kagland, t h e 
European monarchs in the 
last century became ceremon­ 
ial figures without any vested 
right to rule. Victoria, by 
strength of character, exerted 
great influence, but the run 
of monarchs found them­ 
selves without even that.

A truly ancient divinity 
resembling that of the Pha­ 
raohs survived in Japan, but 
it could not survive a histor­ 
ical upheaval.

The reality was that with 
the growth of a technical-In­ 
dustrial civilization, Urge 
states became so complex that 
only the competent could 
manage them. But the hered­ 
itary system could not confer 
competence. Kings were like 
all men bad (or stupid), 
mediocre or competent. There 
were too many rulers in the 
first two categories, and na­ 
tions so ruled tended to full 
into the hands of dictators, 
or strong chief ministers and 
their cabinets responsible to 
parliaments, which were in 
turn responsible to an elec­ 
torate.

In this century's world 
wars, such kings as still oc­ 
cupied thrones had little, if 
any, power of decision. If it 
could happen in England, 
who is Rainier?

who double the markup and 
get $80-$00 for the same 
thing, which is still less than 
$350 by a handsome margin.

A cutter in Hong Kong gets 
two bits an hour, a bushel- 
man nine cents, and the num­ 
ber of Hong Kong suits you 
pass on the street dally would 
surprise you.

1 have no idea what an 
electrician gets in Hong 
Kong, but If he makes $1 an 
hour it would seem about 
what an electrician is worth 
anywhere. It is also closer to 
what he is shortly likely to 
be making in California and 
New York than his current 
$500 for a three-day week.

In the field of book pub­ 
lishing and fine printing the 
expert press work in Holland, 
Switzerland, France and Italy 
and now Japan, especially in 
color, at something less than 
a half the cost imposed by 
union scales in this country 
lias for years been attracting 
smart American publishers. 
In my own case my New York 
publisher, by having his press

The nation's huge Indus­ 
trial fire losses, estimated to 
cost about $200,000,000 
yearly, can be cut if man­ 
agement views fire as a men­ 
ace to production.

Management needs train­ 
ing in the consequences of 
fire just as much as em­ 
ployes do, according to J. R. 
Bachtler of U, S. Steel Corp.

The attitude of "we've 
been doing it this way for 
years and we've never had a 
fire" must go if crippling fire 
losses are to be reduced, said 
Bachtler. He is fire chief of 
U. S. Steel's Gary (Ind.) Steel 
Works.

Bachtler said that training 
management to understand 
the necessity for automatic 
plant fire protection, as well 
as for employe training in 
fire prevention and fire fight­ 
ing techniques, is the main 
job of the person in charge 
of fire protection in any 
plant.

"Unfortunately," Buchtler 
said, "it often takes a seri­ 
ous fire, or worse yet, soveral 
serious fires to put across 
this message."

If you arc not convinced 
that we are speeding . . . not 
coasting . .. toward socialism- 
communism in this country 
. . . read no further ... be­ 
cause no one can convince 
you in a thousand years.

This column, then, is not 
for you. It is for those who 
are worried sick and who are 
trying to wake up enough of 
their countrymen to do some­ 
thing about it.

Our California readers 
should be among the most 
concerned in this nation . . . 
for at the recent hearings of 
the sub-committee of the 
House Committee on Un- 
American Activities it was re­ 
ported that "over 50 per cent 
of the die-hard communists 
In the U.S. arc in California 
and New York" . .. and Cali­ 
fornia is the prime target of 
U.S. communism because of 
its defense industry and the 
casual blase attitude of loo 
many of its citizens.

  Y^ ,y r-.

We hear it often in our na­ 
tional forum lectures ... that 
because of the small size of 
the U. S. Communist party, it 
is not a serious threat. This 
Is a false conclusion.

It is false because commun­ 
ism is and always has been a 
small minority movement.

It is a consistent conspir­ 
acy of a small, fanatical, well- 
indoctrinated elite, working 
around the clock by subver­ 
sion and infiltration in an 
attempt to weaken and de­ 
stroy free institutions, faith 
and freedom.

The Communist party in 
the U.S. . . . meaning card- 
carrying and non card-carry­ 
ing members once numbered 
about 80.000. Out of these 
probably less than 1,000 were 
actual party functionaries 
and half of this number com­ 
mitted espionage, sabotage 
and infiltration.

it -ft -ft-
The fact that FBI Director 

J. Edgar Hoover reports that 
the party membership drop­ 
ped to 21,000 and Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy says 
It's fewer than 10,000 ... is 
Immaterial for this discussion. 

What the party lost are a 
lot of meaningless dupes, 
theorists, misfits, who join 
anything which provides a 
platform for their gripes and 
ideological distortions.

Many of these dropped out 
because of recent laws com­ 
pelling them to register . . . 
while the hard core red-con­ 
spirators remained under­ 
ground, where they always 
have been.

ft * -ft-
Few Communist spies ever 

carried party cards ... or 
attended party meetings. 
These few hundred reported 
direct to the Soviet embassy 
in Washington, through car­ 
riers and Intermediaries . . . 
or to secret headquarters In 
Mexico and Canda.

While there are still quite 
a few who publish the red 
pamphlets, '.The. Daily Work­ 
er," and who mjjke speeches 
. .. they donolrtpresent the 
real danger of the Communist 
apparatus in the U.S.

ft -ft -fr
Most Americans know what 

communism IB and how It 
works . . . but appear help­ 
less to do much about it.

We should like to offer a 
few suggestions of what can 
be done, based on our own 
experience from the Iron cur­ 
tain to tho Bamboo curtain 
since 1931.

Every reader can help In 
one or more way* .... now 
In the coming elections . . . 
to help contain the menace of 
communism. 

Outlawing the Communist

party and the signing of loyal­ 
ty oaths are not enough. 
What's better is that those 
who arc out of tune with the 
American tradition of free 
enterprise, free choice, free 
competition, should not be 
permitted to teach in our 
schools.

This docs not mean pre­ 
venting the teaching of social­ 
ism or communism . . . but 
teaching them for the false­ 
hoods they are.

* * IT

The point which matters is 
that those who teach the 
"isms" are philosophical anti- 
socialists and anticommunists 
. . . and that they express 
proudly their loyalty and al­ 
legiance to American free in­ 
stitutions. The place to start 
is in the school house.

The philosophical Commun­ 
ist feels no danger from the 
law ... but he is dangerous, 
for he can poison the minds 
of both young and old from 
the pulpit, the classroom, the 
platform.

* T> "fr
Among this crowd are those 

who attack anti-Communist 
rallies, books, literature . . . 
activities committees ... they 
slander loyal Americans as 
drum-beaters, super-patriots.

Now is the time to stand up 
and be counted ... and force 
every political candidate in 
the coming campaign to stand 
up and be counted.

Insist that they declare 
themselves on the following: 
free enterprise, socialism, 
welfare statism, government 
paternalism . . . that they

define for you the difference 
between capitalism, socialism, 
communism . . . their opposi­ 
tion to making Berlin and 
Formosa another Munich . . . 
their support of a balanced 
federal budget.

-:.; * *
And, most important, or­ 

ganize "Town Halls for Ame^ 
icanism" in every community 
and hammer the freedom 
story home in regularly 
scheduled meetings in homes 
and community meeting 
places.

Two such "Town Hall for 
Americanism" programs are 
the "Glendale-Plan" . . . and 
"National Town Meetings for 
Americanism."

They were both organized 
by patriotic business and pro­ 
fessional men and women 
representing Rotary, Kiwan- 
is. Lions, Optimists. Ex­ 
change, Sertoma, Soroptim- 
ists. Business and Profession­ 
al Woman's clubs, and the 
heads of the American Le­ 
gion, Chamber of Commerce, 
Board of Realtors... in Glen- 
dale, Calif.

^ * -fr
The Tidewater Oil Co. has 

sponsored TV and radio pro­ 
grams which already have 
had national response for de­ 
tails for organizing 'Town 
Halls for Americanism."

Anyone desiring free book­ 
lets and information for or­ 
ganizing "Town Halls for 
Americanism" can get them 
by writing National Town 
Meetings for Americanism, 
Box 15, Glendalc, Calif. No 
cost or obligation.

Quote
The church's problem to­ 

day is, as always, simply to 
tell man that he has not been 
left alone, that God is with 
him, not against him.   Dr. 
Karl Earth, noted Swiss theo­ 
logian on California visit.•fr v'r ti­ 

lt is taking some senior 
citizens an awfully long time 
to realize that nowhere in the 
Bible, our Constitution, the 
church, or any authority I can 
think of are we guaranteed 
or promised an easy time of 
it in our later years.   Mrs. 
M. B. Adams, Alhambra, wid­ 
owed working mother.

•£•• & *••
The whole wage-scale mess 

can best be cleared up by 
government's taking a-lesser, 
not greater part.   D. J. Me- 
Cracken, San Bruno.

Our Man Hoppe—————————

Help End Famines 
—Attend Banquets
———-————————————Art Hoppe

It Isn't generally known, but I'm a follower. 
Not so much of Mr. Nietzche or Mr. Gandhi. But of 

Mr. Herbert L. Coggins.
Mr. Coggins has long been President and General 

Manager of Patterson Parts, Inc. But it is not Mr. 
Coggins the Businessman I follow. It is Mr. Coggins 
the Pioneer in Constructive Gastronomy, the chari­ 
table if grucling vocation of Eating for Others.

Back in 1944 at the age of 63, Mr. Coggins nos­ 
talgically recalled his pioneer work in this field in an 
unforgettable article in tho Atlantic Monthly. For 
those who have forgotten it, I quote liberally from the 

text:
ft -fr -ft

"My first experience (in Eating for Others)," be­ 
gan Mr. Coggins, "was a particularly abundant meal 
I ate for the benefit of the survivors of the Johns­ 
town Flood. This was the turning point of my life. I 
was soon giving a generous share of my time to dining 
for others: for tho starving Armenians, the perishing 
Hindus, the famished Irish, the destitute Chinese, for 
the preservation of the Indian and the uplift of the 
Negro.

"Between times I did honor to many great per­ 
sons: Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson, Henry George, 
Marx, Danvin and Susan B. Anthony. I nearly sacri­ 
ficed both life and digestion during a ten-dollar dinner 
in honor of the father of American frugality Ben­ 
jamin Franklin. But I never held It against Mr. 
Franklin. The trouble was the oysters.

"Most of all, I have eaten for liberty and free­ 
dom. Causes of this type, as you will learn, require 
.repeated honoring, since in any conflict both sides 
celebrate the same events. One side is fighting to 
get freedom, the other to preserve it. In fact, so 
numerous are the celebrations for freedom that any­ 
one with a fair digestion might devote himself to this 
cause alone."

Mr. Coggins closed by announcing regretfully 
that at the age of 63 he was retiring from the field of 
Constructive Gastronomy forever. On the advice of his 
doctor and his dentist. It was very sad.

TV tr '.>

As I say, that was 18 years ago. And the reason 
I bring the whole thing up is that Mr. Coggins and I 
had lunch together the other day. For no good cause.

Now 81, Mr. Coggins is the very picture of an 
elderly pioneer: spry, bespectacled and cheery. He 
consumed a sardine sandwich and Roquefort salad 
with gusto and chatted briskly about Joaquin Miller, 
wristpins, socialism, Sinclair Lewis, children's books, 
ornithology, pampering, vegetables, burglar traps and, 
lastly, a book he's writing about famous people he's 
known. "It's high-class name dropping," said Mr. Cog- 
gins the Author, with a chuckle.

Ever since, I've been a devoted follower of Mr. 
Coggins. That is, I've followed his example and re­ 
nounced Constructive Gastronomy forever. It's the 
greatest health fad 1 ever heard of. I only hope by 
renouncing it my wit and digestion will be as zestful at 
81 as those of my Leader.

So, should you be giving a banquet in behalf of 
Undernourished Uruguayans, you can count on me. 
You can count on me to send you a Bowser Bag and 
the requisite postage to Montevideo. Like Mr. Coggins, 
my heart will be with you. But not my stomach.


