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HOLLYWOOD   The hot 
test seat in Hollywood today is 
occupied by Charles Marquis 
Warren, whose unenviable job 
it is to ensure that the most 
ambitious and costly program 
ming enterprise in network 
television history pays off for 
NBC.

This monumental gamble is 
The Virginian, a 90-minute 
weekly western in color for 
which Warren is the executive 
producer.

What put Warren in his high 
voltage chair, besides his dis- 
tiguished career as a novelist, 
screen writer and producer, 
was one of the most singular 
maneuvers ever recorded in 
the networks' occult game of 
musical time slots.

Last year NBC sold its peren 
nially popular Wagon Train to 
ABC for a staggering sum of 
money. ABC quite naturally 
decided to indulge the con 
venience of some 20 million 
families by scheduling its new 
Wagon Train at the familiar 
time of 7:30 Wednesday. This, 
of course, left NBC with a 
whopping hole in its schedule, 
a hole that clearly had to be 
filled with something stronger 

  and more attractive than its 
successful but betrayed prog 
eny.

i SO apparently the powers 
that see and season the public 
tastes determined that the best 
way to compete with a big, 
popular western was to pro 
duce a bigger and more popu 
lar western, and then to add 
color and 30 minutes.

NEC's gamble on The Vir 
ginian lies much deeper than 
its 8200,000 plus weekly bud 
get, which in itself is about as 
deep as one ought to go. 
Kqually important is that much 
of the public has a habit of 
claying tuned to the same 
channel most of the evening. 

So The Virginian carries the 
burden of grabbing a major 
chare of the American audi 
ence at 7:30 each Wednesday 
and holding it for 90 minutes. 
If the new extravaganza can't 
do that, NBC's Perry Como 
and The Eleventh Hour will 
be playing to a semi-private 
audience of fleeing sponsors 
and their wives.

OBVIOUSLY NBC wasn't In 
the mood to draw lots for a 
producer. Wisely they went to 
Charles Marquis Warren, who 
had established a fine track 
record for successfully launch 
ing Gunsmoke and Rawhide 
against rugged competition.

I speculated several months 
ago that The Virginian would 
have to be remarkably origi 
nal, or at least different, to 
earn and hold an audience 
that has seen about everything 
a western has to offer.

So recently 1 asked Warren 
Just what The Virginian had 
going for it to justify not only 
NBC's gamble, but his own 
willingness to put an illustrious 
career as a producer on the
line.      

"THERE ARE a number of 
things that makes The Virgin 
ian considerably more than 
Just another western," he said. 
 The classic American novel 
by Owen Wlstcr, upon which 
the TV scries is based has sold 
more than two million copies 
since it was published in 1902. 
And since then four movie 
versions and one stage version 
have all been successful. So 
we're dealing with a story and 
with characters of lasting 
value."

Warren, a genial, soft spok 
en man whoso calm enthusi 
asm belies the heat emanating 
from his chair, continued. 
"But the really unique oppor 
tunity we're facing is that of 
doing the equivalent of a full-

length feature every week. (In 
reality about 70 minutes}. The 
opportunities this presents us, 
of course, arc accompanied by 
some major challenges too." 

The second column in this

A crying harmonica, wailing i Coffee 
and moaning to the lazy rhy- Beach, 
thms of a mellow guitar, is ; Brownie McGhcc and Sonny

series on The Virgirian will
deal with some of those oppor
tunities and challenges, as well
as with a visit to Revue's 
bustling ranch where Medicine 
Bow. Wyoming has been re 
created and populated by one 
of the biggest budgets and 
most daring gambles in tele 
vision history.

weaving the deepest shades of 
the blues six nights cacli week 
at the Insomniac European

Terry have been performing 
before packed houses at the 
bcachnight spot during the

Bus Manager In Seminar
John Mock, of the Torrance 

Unified School District, will 
be a member of the faculty 
for a special school for public 
school transportation officials 
at California State 1'olytechnic 
College at Pomona, it was an 
nounced yesterday.

The school will begin Mon

day at the Pomona campus of 
the college and run for five 
days.

Mock will conduct a seminar 
on "Kxplanation. Demonstra 
tion, and Scoring Skill Tests 
as Selection ant1. Training De 
vices."

limited four-week engagement. 
They will leave for a tour of 
Kuropc as soon as the show 
closes.

McGhce and Terry have 
been appearing as a team since 
1939. They met along the 
dusty roads ot' North Carolina 
and are described as "prime 
examples" of two talents com 
ing together to make a "new- 
artistic whole that is greater 
than the separate halves."

The duo appears nightly ex 
cept Mondays from 8:30 to 
2 a.m. Also featured are the 
Landsmen and Mcl Carter and 
the Gospel All-stars.

Harbor Area Chest Gets 
Top Leaders for Drive

The Harbor Area has the lax recruitment of leadership. We still need leaders at this
highest percentage of leader 
ship recruitment in the Los 
Angeles area for the forthcom 
ing Community Chest appeal, 
according to Fred Mill, Harbor 
chairman.

Mill, speaking at a special 
"Campaign Cabinet' 1 meeting 
in Torrance, said, however, 
that this docs not mean that 
local Chest volunteers can re-

"Although it looks good that 
we have the highest percent 
age of leadership recruited in 
the Los Angeles Chest area," 
Mill said, "we are actually be 
hind in a deadline set weeks 
ago.

"Our top volunteers have 
been enrolled, but the support 
ing leadership is not complete.

time," Mill said.

Pvt. Charles R. Osborn, 
USMC, son of Mr. and Mr;. 
Marvin D. Osborn of 1318 V. 
254th St., Harbor City, cor i- 
pleted the teletype operator's 
course at the Marine Corps Re 
cruit Depot, San Diego, , on 
June 19.

If You Are A 
Newcomer

to
Torrance 

Call
DORIS STAMM 

DA 7-9193

for a visit from 
Welcome Wagon

PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY at CIIKNS1EAW—TORHANCK 
K. CARSON at MAIN—TORRANCE—NEXT TO SHOPPERS MARKET

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK . . . 9 A.H. to 10 P.H.

STACY - WHERE PENNIES
DO THE WORK OF 

DOLLARS
SHOP AND COMPARE — YOU'LL AGREE 
YOU BUY MUCH MORE AT STACY!

SALE DAYS
THURS. thru WED.. JULY 2&-AUG. 1,1962

MEADOW GOLD • PREMIUM QUALITY

ICE CREAM
HALF GALLON 
ROUNDS 
REG. 89e 69

a NEHI • CANNED • REFRESHING

BEVERAGES
2 (ull glauii in aviry can. Choici 
o( Coli, Oringo, Root Bur, Grapa 
and Uppir 10.

HARVELLB-B. • QUICK COOKING

Q GRILL
For indoor-outdoor cooking! Provides instant 
heat, ready to broil steaks in ont minute! 
Light with • match—no special equipment 
needed!

$5.95 VALUE

DECORATOR • THROW

PILLOWS
77Wondirful cholco 

of (ibrici and col 
on (or i»iry room! 
Full 14" « 14".

SI .29 

VALUE

FLORAL DESIGN • ITALIAN IMPORTS

SWIM CAPS
79Stunning capt lo Imp 

your hair do nut and 
dry. Ona ilia (Hi ill 
• dull hud lim.

SI.98 
VALUE

RUSTIC • REDWOOD

"BUNNY"
Strongly (onitractad and 
binch thar can bo mid 
10 many wiytl Eny to 
iiiambla natural rid- VALUE 
wood: plalid hirdwiri.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY - BUY NOW
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL)

SAVE 50% ON 
CHRISTMAS

CARDS50'Solid paclu ol RIO. 
25 cirdi and 
onvalopii. »'-M

DOLLS • HALF PRICE (
R«g. $19.95 PATTI PLAY DOLL ...............
Reg. $14.95 "BABES" IN TOYLAND ... 
Reg. $ 9.95 32" WALKING DOLL .....
Reg. $ 7.95 "BETTSY WETSY" DOLL 
Rtg. $ 3.49 "SWEETUM" DOLL __

WIRE WALLED • HOME

SWIM 
POOL

HERSHEY
CHOCOLATE
SYRUP
5V2-OZ. CAN 

Coupon Oood Tkunday tkrv Wtdimday, July 11 • A«f. 1, If it

QUALITY PRESCRIPTION 
SERVICI

Promptly, accurately, oconom- 
Icallyl Thaft how your pro- 
icriptioni ara fillid it Stacyl 
Our ragiitirid pharmacittt 
aro ipieialiitt, prodiiiomlly 
triinid to compound your pn- 
icriptioni and randar (ho IK- 
tra nrvlco yoi havo • right 
to npict.

CALIFORNIA

BENCH 
$177
• Ea. 

2 for $349
B-B-9

BRIQUETS

AND MANY MORE 
PRICED TO CLEAR 
WHILE THEY LAST!

HELENE CURTIS

SUAVE
HAIR DRESSING

NEW PENETRATING
FORMULA WITH 

ISSINCI OP UNOUN 
1.4-01.
sra

CUT1E • HIGH FASHION • DOLL

CARRIAGES
Excitingly biuulKul tirrUgn (or 
dor (avorlta dolly. Will midt. all 
dr.titd up with bow, and Mill.

HALF 
PRICE! ""


