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The Gag Is Inserted
A wily attempt has been made by the Kennedy Ad­ 

ministration to perpetuate in law the Internal Revenue Ser­ 
vice's present policy of penalizing any business that spends 
money to present to the public its case in legislative mat­ 
ters.

The IRS decree has been so unpopular that legislation 
was introduced in Congress by a Louisiana Democrat. Re­ 
presentative Hale Boggs. to allow deduction of the costs 
of such informational advertising as a business expense. 
Evidently sensing the public feeling, the Administration 
announced that the principle of the Boggs bill had been in­ 
corporated in the new tax measure.

Actually, however, the opposite is true The tax bill 
does allow the costs of lobbying before Congress or any 
other legislative body to be deducted as a business expense: 
yet it specifically excludes from deduction any expenses 
incurred in approaching the public directly through the 
newspapers or other media.

In other words, business is still going to be taxed for 
explaining to the people who own it. who work for it, who 
benefit by it. what it is threatened with in the way of 
legislation. According to the Administration, it is a legiti­ 
mate business expense to tell Congressional or other legis­ 
lative representatives of the people where an industry 
stands in regard to pending legislation, but not to tell the 
people themselves.

In addition to its obvious inequity, this policy could 
well be interpreted as meaning that the Administration 
doesn't want the public to be informed.

Morning Report:
The experts agree that by this summer we will have 

transatlantic television broadcasts by means of a high-flying 
satellite. This is a breakthrough. It means that people in 
California and Europe will be able to watch the same 
Western at the same time.

The scientists have produced the gadgets, but ac­ 
tually the politicians are still worrying about what programs 
to put on the air. That may prove tougher than the science 
and engineering involved.

Worldwide TV has already created a new problem 
for the Kremlin. It makes possible "cultural exchange" 
without the need for visas, agreements or cancellations.

Abe Mellinkof/

Out of the Past
From the Pages of the HERALD

40 Years Ago
Over 100 children and as 

many more grown-ups at­ 
tended the spring meeting   
of the Torrance Woman's 
club on Monday afternoon at 4U YCJITS 
the Legion Hall.

How in the world did Tor- 
ranee get along all lhes« 
years without an offict for 
its Chamber of Commerce"' 
Today the headquarters of 
Secretary Pottenger is the 
busiest place in town and 
with the aid of his able assist­ 
ant. Mrs. Pottenger. the two 
are on the jump toiuunlly 
from morning until late at 
night to say nothing of the 
luncheon meetings that must 
be attended.

30 Years Ago
Victory came to W. T "Bill" 

Klusman at Monday « elec­ 
tion after a 12-year battle 
when the veteran politician

ROYCE BRIER

New Southern Writer 
Gives South New Look

 William Ho fan

James Dorai*

Age of the Blockbuster 
Reshapes Movie Industry

won a seat on the City Coun­ 
cil ond carried with him all 
but one of the other candi­ 
dates whom he had endorsed.

News In Apnl 1M2 cen­ 
tered around the results of 
the city election in which 
Mrs. Harriet Leech was elect­ 
ed as the first woman in Tor­ 
rance to public office. Then. 
as now, she was named city 
treasurer. She was opposed 
in 1942 by two male candi­ 
dates. This last week, her 
vo-inu power was reaffirmed 
when she was re-elected to 
the position she had filled so 
ably these many years.

A former Torrance resi­ 
dent, Rotarian and automo­ 
bile dealer, was elected 
ma> or of Santa Monica on 
Tuesday He is Leonard J. 
Murray and will assume his 
new office immediately.

When a couple as promi­ 
nent in the mass culture bus­ 
iness as Khzabcih Taylor and 
Eddie Fisher decide to get a 
divorce, it's bound to be 
news. But seldom has the 
build-up to the event been 
as widely publicized In all its 
harrowing details

Some people even have 
been unkind enough to sug­ 
gest that the publicity was 
contrived to pique curiosity 
about the moving picture 
"Cleopatra" currently being 
filmed by Mass Taylor in 
Rome. While this may reflect 
a pretty cynical outlook. 
there can be no disputing 
that "Cleopatra" is something 
to be curious about.

A recent Wall Street Jour­ 
nal report on Hollywood's 
newest phenomenon, the 
"blockbuster" movie, con­ 
tains some amazing facts 
about "Cleopatra." destined 
to be the biggest blockbuster 
yet

  Cleopatra" is expected to 
cost 125 million to produce. 
a new record far eclipsing 
such previous spectaculars as 
"The Ten Commandments." 
which cost 113 7 million, and 
"Hen Hur," which came in at 
$15 million

Originally begun a year 
and a half ago in l-ondon. 
"Cleopatra's" locale was 
shifted to the warmer climate 
of Rome after Miss Taylor be­ 
came seriously III The cost of 
the footage filmed In fx>ndon 
was 19 million, all of it had

to be junked because the 
scenic backgrounds didn't 
jibe with those of Italy.

A 12-acre reproduction of 
the Roman Forum has been 
created in Rome, and a 20- 
acre set of Cleopatra's palace 
and harbor has been built on 
the Tyrhennian Sea. Miss 
Taylor wears 60 different 
gowns In the picture, one of 
which, made of gold bullion 
thread, cost $6,000.

As the star, Mis* Taylor 
will receive a total salary of 
$1.250.000. plus a $3,000 a 
week cost-of-living allowance 
to help defray expenses of 
maintaining her villa in 
Rome. She also has an Interest 
in the picture, which If its 
profits meet expectations, 
could return her $7.5 million.

The crucial point, of course. 
Is whether or not "Cleopatra" 
proves to be the klnc1 of 
sma.ih box office success it 
has to be to break even. (Ad­ 
mission charge of $10 a 
ticket is planned for Its first 
showings in New York and 
other la/ge cities i

•d A *
The 'Ten Commandments" 

and "Ben Hur" were huge 
moneymakers, but they pio­

neered the blockbuster fad. 
Some industry observers fear 
that spectaculars have been 
overdone. "Spartacus." re­ 
leased a year and a half ago 
at a cost of nearly $10 mil­ 
lion, hasn't even paid its way
yet.

However the ball bounces. 
It's obvious that there is a lot 
more at stake in "Cleopatra" 
than just a little old breakup 
of the star's fourth marriage.

Here It Is again   a South­ 
erner, still in his twenties, 
has produced a first novel 
that is a work of art. U would 
be redundant to catalogue 
the long list of excellent 
writers who have developed 
in the South during the past 
20 years or so. The fact re­ 
mains that the literary ren­ 
aissance down there is not 
merely a legend.

In attempting to analyze 
this phenomenon here not 
long ago, Trumfn Capote 
suggested that the pace, the 
irritations, indeed the whole 
fatiguing obsolescence of the 
South tends to work on the 
artist like a grain of sand in 
an oyster. Whatever the 
cause, we have "A Long and 
Happy Life," by a North Car- 
nlinian named Reynolds Price. 
I can't think of another first 
novel that has impressed me 
more.

6  & -if
Rhodes scholar and veteran 

of Merton College in Eng­ 
land, Price seems never to 
have left his native Warren 
county. N. C., in this little 
love story. Simple as a nurs­ 
ery rhyme, it Is presented in 
the vocabulary and rhythms 
of Carolina speech. The 
words reverberate from the 
printed page as though de­ 
livered by, say, Julie Harris 
from a stage.

Surely written, economical 
and mature, it is about a girl 
who loves a young man who 
does not love her in return. 
If he has any to share, his 
love is directed toward his 
motorcycle, and his energies 
toward a variety of other 
young women.

This may be a familiar 
story, and the girl who loves 
with fury and resentment 
may be a familiar character 
in fiction. Under Price's 
handling It is something new 
and freshly poignant; the 
characters compelling and 
precisely right. 1 suggest you 
read this, either as a book or 
in this month's Harper Maga­ 
zine, which will break prece­ 
dent and print it all in a sin­ 
gle Issue.

"A Long and Happy Life" 
concerns the girl Rosacoke 
who has loved Wesley for six 
years. She Is edgy and tired 
of his indifference to her at­ 
tentions and loyalty. The 
story opens with Rosa attend­ 
ing the funeral of a Negro 
girl friend who died in child­ 
birth without ever being 
marrrled. Is this a warning 
of her own fate? She gives 
herself to Wesley, but that 
accomplishes nothing, as 
Woley seems to be even 
more indifferent to her.

All Rosa wants Is a long 
and happy life with her 
young man The prospects 
are not promising, especially 
when Rosa finds herself preg­ 
nant. Yet could this be the 
in-ginning of the long and 
happy life? In lady-or-liger

Berlin Is Talking About.. .

The Voice of Silence

Castro and Caracas II
CARACAS, VENEZUELA  

In outline, the struggle of 
Castro for Caracas is simple 
 he needs Venezuelan oil to 
make him the richest Coin 
numst on earth, and the 
most potent ouuide of Mot- 
cow and i'eipmg

But in detail, the itruggle 
Is complex. President Homulo 
Betancourt has been in office 
three years, has two years to 
go. He .s a moderate, but 
very tough. He can't forget 
that over one-half his govern­ 
ment's revenue derives from 
oil, much of it produced by 
American firms.

The Communists art gasp- 
Ing for this oil. They could 
defy the North American 
giant, spread red revolution 
all over latin America. At 
noted Thursday, Dr. Arcaya, 
a rosy Leftist, dealt in real­ 
ity when he said much of 
Latin American youth ad­ 
mires Fidel Castro.

But there are hitches Right 
now the Leftist paint's and

for

Be­
and 
and

splinters will not go 
full-scale revolution d 
the Betancourt regime 
tancourt has intelligent 
r e s ol u 1 1 tuppoi lei 
probably a substantial maiur- 
ity of Venezuelan., behind 
him

T h e s e supporters alien 
names would only clutter this 
piece) scoff at the heart­ 
break of the opposition over 
Belancourt's suspension of 
constitutional guarantee* 
They say. look around you 
where is the police »UU, the 
lorries of militia charging 
about the capital' You may 
recall that a bomb was ex­ 
ploded in the American Kin 
ba»sy in January- Ambassa­ 
dor Stewart calls it a ' sym­ 
bolic bomb.' A few days ago 
a small unexploded bomb 
was found in a toilet in a 
government office complex. 
Lul there were no mass ar­ 
rests

W V

Coalition say

Betancourt doesn't panic, and 
so far as the American re­ 
porters can observe, this is 
accurate. There Is freedom of 
speech Highly critical, even 
H-urnlous, newspapers pub­ 
lish every day. At Ctmtrul 
University, liul year a hotbed 
of Kixis, many students and 
professor* carry ndrarins 
without molestation

The coalition people simply 
say that if you hold a public 
nii-etmg without police per­ 
mit and incite a crowd to 
shoot police and burn automo­ 
biles, you'll nia*e jail quick  
but you would also in New- 
York or San Kramisto

Betancourt men are confi­ 
dent lie will serve out his 
term with increasing pres­ 
tige, but he must continue to 
puah to improve the lot of 
the masses, and he must keep 
the Gross National Product 
rising The American report­ 
ers will shortly visit the Orin­ 
oco steel area and the Mara- 
caibo oil fields to study Bet­ 
ancourt's economic ppihlem.

BKKLJN   Kast Germany's 
Communist chieftains, al­ 
ready hard at work combat­ 
ing Western influence among 
the people they rule, have 
also taken on the task of 
fighting a conspiracy of si­ 
lence.

If the Communist* have 
their way, it will no longer 
be enough for students, 
youth groups, cultural organ­ 
isations and other associa­ 
tions in Kast Germany mere­ 
ly not to proclaim pro-West 
trn sentiments They will 
also have to voice, loud and 
clear, their actual support of 
Communist progiam*.

One Communist jou.iul in 
Kut Berlin made the position 
clear when it wrote recently, 
"We will no longer tolerate 
silence."

l''s that principle which 
got a medical student expel­ 
led from Kast Berlin's Hum- 
bold I University recently 
when he declined to vote in 
a one-slat*, no-choice elec­ 
tion East German leaders 
have decided that such pas­ 
sive resistance is a danger 
that must be fought rigor­ 
ously.

IT i* • •

At the same time. Com­ 
munist cadres have been in­ 
structed to increase their vig­ 
ilance against those East 
Germans who persist in lis-

tenlng to West German radio 
stations.

There's no law which for­ 
bids such listening in the 
Soviet Zone. But that hasn't 
prevented Communist courts 
from imprison'UK West sta­ 
tion listeners on such charges 
as "diseminatintj propaganda 
hostile to the state."

One East German leader 
Mi called upon to pom' out 
the mistake of those Kant 
Germans who want to listen 
to both Kast and West pro­ 
grams and decide which are 
better. He warned that Kast 
Germans who listen to West 
stations are "swallowing poi­ 
son," and that no government 
could pei nut its people to do 
that

To tho*e who protest that 
an opera heard on a West 
station is the same as an 
opera heard on an Kast Ger­ 
man station, the Communist 
official states, "It's simply in­ 
consistent with our clafs po­ 
sition to listen to music "rom Kriaa 
a station directed by NATO." *.'££

How NATO enters Into the ""<"' 
picture remains .<  mystery "'"  
peculiar to Communist dia­ 
lectics. More to the point is "*'*  
the often expressed ft'ar that o,,,, 
Kast Germany will never be CH«. 
indoctrinated along Commun- A*""r,, r Co 
ist lines until all their con- coSm'y" A«JU« 
tacts with the West, and West ^',°CR!PTIO* 
Germany in particular arc nar. MC t «\ 
severed. »'.«* FA* ii^oSo.

fashion, the reader Is left to 
decide.

Price builds this simplest 
of stories with natural 
scenes, with letters and at­ 
mosphere. His characters are 
the opposite of the urbane J. 
D Salinger's. Rosa is a coun­ 
try girl, Wesley a country 
boy   but from very differ­ 
ent country than Ersklne 
Caldwell's characters come

Kstahllshed Jan. 1. 1914
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from, or Faulkner's, or Tru­ 
man Capote's

I have no idea what Cam- 
linian irritations produced 
this talent, and It Is not nec­ 
essary to find out. What we 
have here is a new American 
writer of uncommon accomp- 
lishment. Please read this 
and see If you don't agree
A Land and Happy LHa. Bv R->- 
nolr1« Prlc*. Aih»n»um !»« pp |

Around the World With

DELAPLANE

Visitors returning from 
Kast Germany say that de­ 
spite warnings from Com­ 
munist functionaries, lectures 
and detailed explanations. 
West German radio stations 
remain popular in the Soviet 
/one. Kcfugues w h o alill 
trickle into West Berlin re­ 
port that they and their 
neighbors still in Kast Ger­ 
many tuned in -regularly to 
Western programs. The per­ 
sisting Communist outcry 
against this behavior is ti r- 
thir ovidence of iU preva­ 
lence.

"lou wrote tome time ago about Samoa 
and U sounded delightful to go to .. ." 

It is. The Samoans are the architect! of the South 
Pacific. Their thatched villages look like what you think 
the South Seas should look like.

*  > *
South Pacific Air Lines (SPAL) has just extended iU 

route from Honolulu and Tahiti on to American Samoa. 
Pan American flies through on the way to New Zealand. 
And TEAL, the New Zealand line, haa a stop between Ta­ 
hiti and Fiji.

 fr * *
I don't know American Samoa But I spent several 

weeks in Western Samoa.
Apia is the main town once known u "the Hell 

Hole of the Pacific" in the days of "Bully" Hayes and 
slave labor in the islands.

It has calmed down considerably
The town buttons up about 9 o'clock. And the most 

excitement is a tin-roofed movie house showing real 
antique*. Hopalong Casridy Is a newcomer on this cir­ 
cuit.

 fr * *
Western Samoa recently came out out from a New 

Zealand mandate and is independent. They haven't mad* 
up their minda whether they want tourists or not

I think you can still get in. Ask New Zealand con* 
sulates where you get a visa. There is a flying boat ser­ 
vice from American Samoa. And there U a boat ser­ 
vice on a 40-mile rough crossing that makea the English 
Channel look like your bathtub.

t> fr *
English U the school language. Tht milages an run 

by chic/s and "talking chiefs" thty put htgk regard on 
oratory and have a lot of Rotary-typ* meeting*.

The people are Polynesians, brown and good-looking.
It it a very rtligiovt island trith many churches. 

Mottly Mormon and London Missionary Society.
*> -tr  &

In the world population explosion, Samoa leads all 
countries. They are gradually populating themselves off 
the islands.

A *
There are two hotels no Sheraton Palaces but good 

enough. Aggie Grey's is the place to stay.
She's an entertaining and knowledgeable woman. 

Prices are very low. So far as 1 know, there isn't a res* 
taurant In the islands. Apia is about four block* of sandy 
street with Morion Bay fig and flame trees lining a pretty 
harbor and the remains of a sunken German warship,

There isn't much to do and the coral is bad for swim­ 
ming. But a few evenings sitting on Aggie Grey's back 
porch, with a tropical breeze making the hanging bananas 
swing and the yard full of little pigs and hundreds of 
blooming hibiscus and you may find It the Island of your 
dreams.

There's no book store and only one general store- 
Kleenex to fishnet*

You could read Margaret Mead's "Coming of Age in 
Samoa" in paperback.

Gives some of the village setup And why the popula­ 
tion explodes »

Stan Uel'ivlane finds it impossible to aniwer ai! of 
lut travel mail.

For his intimate lips on japan, Italy, England, 
France, Russia, Hawaii, Mexico, Ireland, and Spain HO 
cents each), send coins and stamped, self-addressed, large 
envelope to the Torrance HERALD, Box RR, Torrance, 
Calif.
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"i «; > f.oiiiiii br slrk and itay home today . . . but I rouldn'l 
think of »n«thm^ Ihr duilor hasn't sum me a shot hir."


