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Sight & Sound
By Ernest KreilinR

FEBRUARY IS. 196? for such powerful tools of in- ncl allocations totally unused I 
formation to be in the hands of a ,,d simply waiting for quali- 
nrtional government, there's a \ fjed intorests to cbim lhem . 
more effective way of bringing Somc will argue tl)at loca , sta .

HOLLYWOOD   "It's time, 
we gave some serious thought 
to having a federal television 
channel."

This suggestion was made re­ 
cently by Hal Humphrey, na- i 
tionally syndicated television 
critic, whose column appears 
in 77 newspapers across the j 
country, and locally in the Los 
Angeles Times.

I'll accept Humphrey's prem­ 
ise that there are some cul­ 
tural needs and tastes not be­ 
ing entirely fulfilled by the 
present system of commercial 
television, but I vigorously 
challenge his proposal for cor­ 
recting the situation.

Aside from the fact that it's 
basically incompatible with the 
traditions of our free society

about thr desired programing |ions   ., affor(1 ,   ,,   
without running the risks of ,  h , j(v am, hj h ' ,,ud < I 
government control or mflu-; progra'nis of the lvpe lne fcd . i 
ence eral government c o u 1 d. The 

fact however, is that each sta-
ONE THING Humphrey ap- j t j0n' isn't forced to produce all 

parently overlooks is the exist- O f j ls own programs. The Na- 
ence today of 55 non-commer-itional Educational Television 
cial educational and cultural 1 and Radio Center, a privately 
TV stations which are financed financed organization ($38 mil- 
by state and private funds and ijon from the Ford Foundation 
operated by local educational. j n 1961. for example), produces 
and community leaders. top quality programs for use

And more importantly there by the educational stations 
; are several hundred such chan-1 across the country. In addition.

a system of program exchange | been brought forth. John i a plan for culturally enriched 
among stations provides addi- ' C'roshy. former TV critic- for j television whereby stations and 
tional material. jthe New York Herald Tribune, j networks would be taxed a per- 

      j suggested the formation of n! rpntago of their annual earn- 
Fl'RTHF.R. there is a bill be- j Program Advisory Hoard to i n}, s% t hc revenue to be devoted 

fore Congress with consider- 'operate under the FCC which ( o the operation of a National 
able promise of passing this would exercise program con- Broadcast Authority chartered 
session which would prime the tro1 over the networks. Among ;|,y Congress. 
financial pump for educational nis suggestions for members! " Fjsncr recommended a five- 
and cultural television, but °f "»s board were Herbert man board to direct the devel- ',
without direct governmental ' Hoover. Harry^ Truman, Pearl 
control. Proposed by Senator j BlK'k ^ "alter Lippmann. Ar-

opment of educational and oil- 
tural TV programs that would.

Warren Magnuson of Washing- ithur Schlesinger. Adlai Steven- , h<, n ))ave (Q [K% carr j c,| j,v the 
ton. it would grant each state .son. I«on.trd Bernstein, t h e , nctworks in prjmo tiine/Peo- 
up to $1 million for education- 1 president of Harvard, and Clare | p ,e fo sprvc on , his five. nian 
al television facilities. .Booth Luce. ! authority would be the heads

In the last few years sev­ 
eral plans for federal leader­ 
ship in our cultural lives have

IN 1959 John Fisher, editor 
of Harpers Magazine, offered

of the Rockefeller and Car­ 
negie Foundations, the presi­ 
dent of Harvard, the director
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of the Metropolitan Muteum. 
ami the chief of the National 
Educational Television and Ra­ 
dio center.

BOTH OF THKSK plans 
quire a strong tie with 
federal government, although 
tliev don't necessitate a fed- 
erally operated TV network as 
Humphrey recommends.

None of these ideas strikes 
me as being the answer. With 
more than 200 channels de­ 
signed for non-commercial us« 
going unused, most communi­ 
ties which want such a service 
can avail themselves of it by 
mobilizing their financial and 
cultural resources to create it 
themselves, and then voluntar­ 
ily joining the growing nation­ 
al "network' 1 of other locally 
originated stations. (Los An­ 
geles faces some especially dif­ 
ficult problems, which with the 
prodding of the FCC might be 
solved in the next (ew years >

So if large appetites for more 
intellectually and culturally 
oriented TV exist, most com­ 
munities have the chance to 
take action to satisfy them. If 
such appetites don't exist or if 
the states and communiies 
don't act to satisfy those that 
do exist, I doubt if the presi­ 
dent of Harvard, museum di­ 
rectors, and government-styled 
intellectuals could bring about 
forced feeding.

Christopher^ 
To Address 
Young GOP

San Francisco mayor and 
GOP lieutenant governor hope­ 
ful George Christopher will ad­ 
dress the February meeting of 
the South Bay Republican Club 
at Smith Brothers Fish Shanty 
Tuesday. Feb. 20. at 8 p.m. 

Club President Don Mehlig.
n announcing the meeting. 

said that Christopher would 
discuss state problems and the
JOP solution for them. 

Christopher, who founded
he Christopher Dairy Farm,
argest independently owned 
dairy farm in the Bay Area.
ntcred political life in 1945 

when he was elected a mem­ 
ber of the San Francisco 
County Board of Supervisors.

He served twice as presi­ 
dent of the Board of Super-

isors before being elected 
mayor in 1955. He was re- 
elected in 1959. 

Mehlig noted that the me
ing begins at 8 p.m. but it
preceded by a no-host socia 
hour at 7 p.m. All interested
persons arc invited to attend.

Novy Quotas 
Lifted for 
This Month

Regular Navy maximum en­ 
listment quotas remain lifted 
during February of this year, 
it was announced by Chief 
H. J. Picch, Navy recruiter.

All those who qualify mor­ 
ally, mentally, and physically 
may be accepted. Chief Piech 
said. Men applying for first 
enlistment in the regular Navy 
have a choice of a three-, four-, 
or five-year hitch.

After nine weeks of Indoc­ 
trination in the naval training 
center at San Diego, new en­ 
listees will be granted a 14-day 
leave period and tben be as­ 
signed either to a service 
school or to a ship of the 
Fleet.

Chief Piech may be contact­ 
ed at 1520 Cravens Ave. in 
downtown Torrance or by call­ 
ing FA 04141. ^

North High 
Groups Plan 
Installation

North High School's service 
clubs, the Julians and V'al- 
iunts. will hold their officer 
installation banquet at 6:30 
p.m. today in the North High 
Cafeteria, according to Mrs. 
Geralene Risclie, Julian spon­ 
sor.

Sharon Alpenfels is the new 
Queen Julian, and Art Felix is 
King Valiant.

Other new Julian cabinet 
members are Mary Noian, 
princess; Diane Gill, treasurer; 
Christine Karanko, secretary; 
Gayle I'erry, historian; and 
Judy McPheeters, lady at arms.

Other members of the Val­ 
iant cabinet are Mike .N'icko- 
loff, prince; I'aul Edwards, sec- 
retary; Mike Jacobs, treasurer; 
and Joel Hosenblatt, knight at 
anna.

Kadi member of the clulfl 
may invite one guest. Adm  
sion is 25 cents per person.


