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Our president is said to be a great believer In 

the classic Greek idea of excellence. The notion that 
the very good of its kind can almost make its own rules.

I go along. And it does no good to tell me that 
excellence cannot exist in some of the minor occupa­ 
tions   making mobiles, giving a good shoe shine, 
excogitating Freud on couches, hitting fungos in spring 
training, space grabbing. This last is sometimes called 
press-agentry, and even public relations.

Space grabbers usually do a newspaperman's work 
for him so effectively that the grateful fellow awards 
the grabber good white space for free, instead of at 
the dastardly rate charged by the ad department.

Sometimes I think we authors take too elevated 
a view of these helpful amanuenses. We run items they 
send us which even we would be ashamed to produce 
under our own names.

But space grabbing is an old and honored custom. 
Sometimes the dear grabbers give us a bottle of Scotch 
at Christmas for copy which would run some $12.742.22 
at advertising rates. And we're grateful for the Scotch. 
Which means we're naive, I guess. It's all a part of 
growing up.

* * *
For recent excellence in this honored dodge, I 

award the Phineas T. Barnum Memorial Gold Brick to 
the laddie who dragged a not altogether unwilling 
Mr. Kennedy into the free promotion of the next 
heavyweight championship fight. This will be between 
Floyd Pattcrson, incumbent, and his Mystery Opponent.

Up to now, Floyd's flacks have not scaled beyond 
the United States Senate, where they can always get 
a little free touting for a fistic fiesta from Estes Ke- 
fauver of Tennessee.

Mr. Kcfauver would investigate Tristan and Isolde 
if it would swell the Election Day count in South Mem­ 
phis. You pinch him, murmur morality and boxing, 
and you get a couple of yards of hearty old-time re­ 
ligion. This gives us all enlightening reading matter, 
and swells the gate.

The Senator, as they say in the trade, is a lead 
pipe cinch. The White House, you would think, is 
another matter. If so, you don't dig the grabber's 
mystique.

First, he gets his client impeccable credentials. 
Ties him up. for instance, with Big Brother Week. 
Despite his obviously beady eyes, the tie-in with big 
and little brothers makes our client Virtue Personi­ 
fied. Especially to a politician. There are a helluva 
lot of big and little brothers around.

Then our boy gets the President's press Mere* 
tary into the act. Mr. Salinger used to be a press 
agent himself. Mr. Salinger digs Boxing, big brothers, 
little brothers. And inter-racial, too, since the publicity 
man produces a white little brother and Floyd u a 
Negro.

The bit, you see, touches all bases. It's got etery- 
thing but Billy Graham in it.

* * *
Floyd goes down to the White House to read his 

lines. The President, pursuing an old American folk 
custom, feels Floyd's right bleep. The President grins 
appreciatively. Cameras click.

Then the big pitch. Floyd lets the President in 
on his secret. Whispers it into the leader's ear. The 
name of the Mystery Opponent. Afterwards, outside 
the presidential office, Floyd sententiously states, "1 
told him, but it's not for the press."

Floyd gets floods of ink without saying anything. 
And he will get more, as speculation mounts on who 
his strange foe may be. Then, with television watch­ 
ing and the wire services panting like an elephant in 
must, there will be the open confession of the tiger's 
name.

I hate to tell him there's someone else in on the 
act. Me.

I know, through my network of SOUIXH-S, who 
the Mystery Opponent is His nauie is Sonny Liston. 
He has a long and distinguished criminal record ami 
has served two jail terms. He's not the most .savory 
of foes, but he's the only one around who can draw 
a $1 million gate on closed-circuit television

That, dear readers, is the name Floyd whispered 
into the President's ear And if Floyd's sponsors, 
including that incomparable press agent, do not make 
that million, it won't be the White HOIIKC'S fault

Saxon, Spartan 
Quintet Lose

Visitors
Collect
Revenge

A steamed-up Bakersfield 
quintet, out to avenge a 36-54 
trimming at the hands of the 
El Camino Warriors earlier in 
the season, carried off their 
plans Friday night in the War­ 
rior (f>m. taking a 75-63 game 
from the locals.

In addition to Retting a taste 
of revenge, the Renegades 
maintained a strong position in 
the Metropolitan Conference 
race, and virtually eliminated 
any Tribe hopes of a confer­ 
ence title.

Valley, which has been lead­ 
ing the race with a 7-1 record, 
fattened its chances at the title 
by stomping a haples Santa 

'Monica crew 88-68. givine the 
Santa Monica crew its 23rd

I stra'87lt defeat. Another feather was stuck I star, termed his 
! . .   In the El Camino College's -fantastic." 
jDFSPITE T1IE strong scoring baseball cap this week when 
'effort made by Keith Erickson ,the Kansas City A's announced

The Saxon and Spartans, 
battling giants of the Bay 
League, failed to measure up 
to the task assigned them Fri­ 
day night, losing to Mira Costa 
and Santa Monica respectively.

Tlie Saxon quintet, led by • 
Sparky Davidson's 22-point 
barrage, fell behind the Mira 
Costa crew in the second quar­ 
ter, and could never regain the 
ground. They were out scored 
in all quarters as the Micohi 
squad piled up a 73-55 victory

In the other Bay League 
game, the Santa Monica live 
outdistanced the Spartans 
after trailing in the early 
frames of the contest, and 
went on to lav down a 6548

defeat over the locals .
In other League games, the 

Leuzinger quintet fell before 
Inglewood 45-57. and the Haw­ 
thorne five fell to Rcdondo 
Roach 54-60.
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PLAYERS HONORED . . . Dennis Welch, John Appleby. and John Clark. Bishop Mont­ 
gomery High School athletes, receive most valuable player awards from Joseph I'iatt, 
master of ceremonies, durln« Sp.irts Xight program presented by the lx>s Cru«ados Coun­ 
cil, Knights of Columbus. Welch received trophy for baseball,' Appleby for basketball, 
and Clark for football.

Warrior Shortstop Signs 
Kansas City 'A' Contract

ability as the '62 season as a key Dodger

Friday, who led the El Camino the signing of EC shortstop, 
, quintet at the nets with 15 Herb New man for a reported 
| points, the Renegades w e r e j $28.000. 
j able to take a 37-30 halftime i Newman a native of New 
lead and stretch it out to a 12-l JerseVj an:ived at E1 Camino 
point bulge by the time the following a four-year stay with

NEWMAN'S contract with

hill corpsman 
Dave Marsden. EC's front

line catcher in last year's cam

Santa Anita 

Will Present 

Woolf Award
Prove It. making his debut 

after a long layoff in Satur­ 
day's $50.000-added San An­ 
tonio Handicap at !'  miles, 
and the public ceremony of 
the annual George Woolf 
Memorial Jockey Award, along 
with the $25.000 San Luis Rey 
'Cap on the grass for the Lin­ 
coln's Birthday holiday Mon­ 
day racing, will be among the 
headline attractions to draw 
the crowds to Santa Anita 
Park.
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final horn sounded.
Mike Schrader came through 

with 12 more points for the 
Tribe but Dan Karavas, who

the U.S. Navy in Honolulu. 
During his term of service

in the newest state. Newman
went into the game with a 17.5 !«» " "1fd to the All-Service 

average, wa« held to six points. ba«*U teara-

PROVIDING THE big guns 
for the Bakersfield five were 

: Don Wcnnihan. who poured in 
' 27 points, and Robbie Knudson. 
| who hit the hoop for 16.

In other Metropolitan Con­ 
ference play, the Harbor Sea- 
hawks fell to the San Diego 
KniRhU. 81-64. Al Winfcldt hit 

; for 27 points to lead the Harbor 
'scorers, but San Diego's high-

D^ n .USC coach Rod Dedeaux, 
who first discovered the Navy

Park's
Midget League 

Baseball Due
Sign-up dates for midget

_..._, __. _.... -.- _.. ... -. .baseball leagues for boys 11 
'icorinq pair. Nat Fathis and and 12 years of age have been 
Tom Bell more than made up set for Monday at Alondra 

|for it. Bell had 28 and MathisJ'ark at 7 pm. in the activity 
23 to lead Knight scoring. building on Manhattan Beach

      Boulevard.
EL CAM1NO will travel to Boys signing up for the sea- 

East \<ot Angeles Tuesday!son are required to present 
night to take on the Huskies j birth certificates and an in- 
who lost Friday to a revived isurance fee of $1. Limit for 
Ixmg Beach City College crew,, the league will be 90 boys in 
78-.V3. 'this age group, park officials 

East I<os Angeles dropped the say. Times for the try-out will 
Tribe in a one-sided encoun-, be announced at the time of 

i t«r earlier in the ovajon, a ^ign-up Monday. 
,1001 which sent the El Camino! Tne letgue will be operated 
crew into a slump. The War- under the sponsorship of the 
rlow followed the Huskie loss Los Angeles County Depart- 
by blowing games to Valley , ment Of Parks and Recreation. 

land San Diego with only a 
Jdciuion over Long Beach to 
light the way.

Making a come-back :u the 
second round, the Warriors 

I beat out Harbor and Santa 
Monica, but stumbled again 
againit Bakersfield.

calls for the $28,000 bonus 
plus full tuition to the college 
of his choice during the off- 

ason.
Following spring training at 

aytona Beach, Newman is 
xpecled to be assigned to one 
f KC's class A farm teams. 
Other feathers in the EC cap 

o date include Joe Moeller, 
ave Marsden, Mike Andrews, 
undeo Jones and Bob Guy.
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Basketball 
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[ A yi'iit-ral ineeting of the,itya_ ....... ....
Tordona Colt league has been ! B 'T" DS'.»>' Rwl1 

I called for 7:30 p.m. Monday j AH"; at": i£,b « 
I at tla- Kdison Klementary; AuicncHivi,
School Plans for the coming I At|0111'*.".' ;''; !
league st'uaon will l>e discussed ! i7i"l>ito'ii"Tuui>if
.t the meeting , Air'iini a-Tforfi

AngeU last summer.
Last year he compiled a .354 

batting average for the st.son.
In his senior year at Tor- 

ranee's North High, he joined 
the elite of high school base­ 
ball as an all-CIF catcher.

MARSDEN ISN'T quite sure 
he'll play ball in '62. The 
Angels have him tentatively 
scheduled to backstop for San 
Jose of the California League.

£1 Camino freshman Mike 
Andrews signed his agreement

'early in the fall with the Bos-hill ace. never played offi- 
ially with the men from War-, 
lorville, he did attend EC in i lo" ^ed. Sox- 
he fall. Therein lies the War- i Red Sox scout Jw> stevcn'
or claim. Ison approached Andrews with 

offer after watchingMoeller. along with brother * K _._ . , 
lary. signed after he gradu-' ne ,EC yoi! n*8t" P 1"* 1"* 
ted from Mira Costa. | American I>egion ball

He first drew a Dodger' Andrew» *" named A"'68* 
>erth In California's C League, j 1^110 during his senior year

In one year he skipped up j at France's South High. 
lie ladder and ended the sea
on with triple A Spokane.

_,„„...,., „ , . roRMfc Mln Corta flash.
While Moeller fought for his ! Dunde* Jon<* became the 

arsity berth, he racked up a P«>P'rty of the Washington 
ihenomenal first-year record 
>t 20-9.

just before theMetro- 
' I politan Conference opener last

ALTHOUGH Moeller has 
 oiced hfs preference for one 
ast year of seasoning in the 
)odgcr farm system. Manager 

Walt Auston has indicated that 
he young fircballer will start

spring.
I Hob Guy played most of the 
season with the Warriors be­ 
fore the New York Yankees 
staged a talent raid on the KC 
campus and ran off with the 
luird-htttiiiK out fielder from 
Hawthorne.

season is picking no easy spot 
for his comeback. All the top 
contenders, with the lone ex­ 
ception of Four-and-Twenty. 
for the 1145.000-guarantecd 
Santa Anita Handicap on Feb. 
 24, are likely starters in The 
San Antonio.

Then for the holiday Mon­ 
day, in tho Santa Anita pad­ 
dock walking ring at 12:15 
pm, veteran Steve Brooks, 
flying out from Florida, will 
receive the riding honor with 
all the jockeys in their color­ 
ful silks as an escort line-up. 
The racing attraction will be 
top grass runners going in the 
14 miles of the San Luis Rey 'Cap
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New Falcon Ranchero
offert paitcngcr car styling and handling 
 ate with 800-lb. capacity in a 6-foo.' box. 
It's low, «a«y lo load. Tailgate lowers with 
ont hand, locki tight automatically. Gai 
mileage in certified teitti up to 30 milej

p«r gallon. Priced J27i low«r thun con 
ventional pickupt.* (Panel model olio 
available.) Buy while the "Big Ford Puth" 
it on lo oultell all competition  with lower 
pricei, bigger trade-int between now and 
March 10th I

Sov« on over 600 models of Ford trucks during ffi«

FORD

PIONEER LtAOUl
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Kite Safety
and fun

checklist
for 

earthboys

launching f*cd—Open field
away from overhead wires.

During Countdown-M»k.»
(uie kite hui no metal ptirtt
Qround Control— Dry cotloo 
 Uing only (nr»rr wirt or mtUl-
Ue).
Craih Procedure—Abandon 
kite immediately if it calchcs 
l/i any Hirfjl

lOUTHtUN CAUfOtlHIt


