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After nine months of heated jalso looked into the relation-

psychological warfare, the W0 |ghips between networks and

of television have now met
face to face. Which head is
bloodied or bowed remains to
be seen.

For three weeks the three
national networks met the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion in close combat in a full
dress hearing in Washington.

Each network had a week to
testify to what a splendid job
it was doing in the public's
interest, and the FCC had am-
ple opportunity to ask all the

their affiliated stations, with a
particularly jaundiced eye be-
ing cast toward a thing called
option time. This is a contrac-
tural stipulation which re-
quires all network-affiliated
stations to carry a minimum
stated number of hours of net-
work produced programs dur-
ing each portion of the day.
Some observers believe that
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inclination to favor some de-|ways legislation could correct

gree of regulation, although
the extent of any malfeasance

on the air and what he con-
siders a resulting low intensity
of competition. He hopes to
push legislation that will force
the manufacturers of TV sets
to produce only sets capable
of receiving all channels, num-
bers 2 through 83. This would

rent television, the proposals
aren't necessarily destined for

ALTHOUGH ALL'S not the
best in the world of television,
the public seems to be gener-
ally satisfied with TV today.
And not only do many elected
officials depend heavily on
broadcasting for their politi-
cal lives, a large number of

and Congressmen
have financial interests in
radio and TV stations, includ-

an easy trip through Congress. |,
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