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It is a cruel truth in show business that the people
who make the most publicity are seldom the best per-
formers. Jayne Mansfield and others from the Zsa Zsa
Gabor Hall of Ersatz Fame would bring in their own
grandmothers over their shoulders in trade for a head-
line.

Even more guilty than the stars are the newspapers
—and particularly the columnists—who put their names
in print. We have all been part of the Great American
Conspiracy to Elevate the Unworthy.

This situation makes it difficult for the young per-
formers who have been working so hard they haven’t
had time to get in trouble. They just dont seem to
make good stories.

Because of the economic factor, television adds
another problem: Many of the “stars” of the TV series
are newcomers and haven't yet earned their stardom.
They are unknowuns when they are first introduced
and even after several seasons they are often indistin-
guishable from the roles they play.

* * *

An interesting case in point is Robert Reed, who
plays Kenneth Preston in the CBS series, “The Defend-
ers,” one of the hest of the current courtroom sagas.

He is a good actor in a good series. He works hard
at his craft, and he does not have a personal publicity
agent,

He has studied at the British Academy of Drama-
tic Art, and he was a member of the resident company
of the Studebaker Theater in Chicago in 1956-57.

In 1959, he had a small role in “Father Knows
Best” and soon was playing guest parts in half the
serials in Hollywood.

When “The Defenders” was being formed, he was
recom@ended for the role of the junior member of the
law firm of Preston and Preston by the producer of
“Father Knows Best"—and got the job.

* * *

Reed was available for an interview recently. He's
a fine young chap in his late 20s who still has a trace
of Oklahoma in his voice. His parents operate a poultry
ranch in Sallisaw.

He's 6-feet-2 and was raised on a horse, but never
got a chance to star in a Western. “Hollywood prefers
to take actors who have never seen a horse for such
roles,” he said.

“The Defenders” is one of the few television serials
filmed in New York City.

“There’s a great advantage in being near Broad-
way” explained Reed. “We can draw on the great
wealth of supporting players.

“They're actors who have years of experience and
yet aren’t the same old faces that television audiences
have seen over and over again.”

* * *

In “The Defenders” (Saturday at 8:30 p.m. on
CBS), Reed is the junior half of the father-and-son law
firm, headed by E. G. Marshall, one of the most talented
actors in show business. While Reed is not a very color-
ful person off-stage, next to Marshall he seems abso-
lutely flamboyant. In a recent story in “IV Guide,”
Marshall said:

“I like to be alone. They say you're involved with
everybody and everybody with you. It's philosophical,
but not practical. He who {ravels alone travels faster,

“I don’t belong to any organizations. I wouldn't
belong to a labor union if I didn't have to. I'd prefer
not to . . . I'll never be a real star. I'll get billing,
but that doesn’t make a star.”

Both Reed and Marshall are typical of the great
majority of actors today. They are working too hard
to make the gossip columns. Outside the television
studio they're as anonymous as the servants of Zsa
Zsa Gabor:

It may be bad for their careers, but it's a blessed
lchct for the publu

|Southwest Residents Near Peak in Gas Consumption

Southwest residents,
middle of
ornia’s seasonal temperature
| decline, have contributed to a
series of near-record natural
gas usages throughout the

in the

officials for the utility.

G. M. Babbe, manager of the
Southern California Gas Co.'s
Southwest Division, an-
nounced that gas uséd in
homes and businesses through-
out the Southland topped the
2.7 billion cubic foot mark
Thursday, Jan. 11, for the
first time this year, nearly
equaling the all-time record
useage of more than 2.8 bil-
lionl cubic feet on Dec. 12 of
1961.

Southland, according to local|

ACCORDING TO Babbe, us-|rarely show freezing or near |deal of .uLuracy in increased
Southern Calif- | age of natural gas by residen- |freezing temperatures. We are | gas usage.”

tial customers during the
Southland’s cold season can be
four to seven times greater
than that of a typical summer
day.

Heavier demands for natural
gas as a space heating fuel re-
sulted from a combination of
penetrating northeaster
ly winds and a sharp tempera-
ture decline.

“Southlanders are in a ra-
ther puzzling .position when
the time comes for chilly wea-
ther,” Babbe commented. “Un-
like many other parts of the
state and the nation,” he
added, “our thermomenters

| blessed with a mild, sunny cli- |
mate most of the year.

oo e

“WE DO, HOWEVER, have
considerable temperature vari-
|ation,” Babbe continued,
“which is reflected with a good
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“So, just as you need heav-

fer clothing to retain body heat

{when you're out of doors dur-

ing cold weather,” Babbe said,

your home also requires more

lhnat to protect you [rom the
'effects of that weather.”

Mel Wagers has been named
president of the Torrance
Adult Club, an oganization of
senior citizens,

Other new officers are HK.
Reynolds, first vice president;
Jack Alcock, second vice presi-
dent; Ora Donaldson, Fanny

Officers Named By Adult Club

l'I'arpley, Clara Witmer, Henry
‘chaver and Cora Scheffer,
board members.

Persons interested in join-
ing the organization may visit
the Torrance Adult Center at
1318 Cravens Ave., or tele-
phone FA 8-9744.

1. Strawberries may be planted now for harvest
in a few short months,

2. When spraying shrubs and trees, be sure to
follow the manufacturer's recommendation to
strength,

as

3. Plant sweet peas this month. Dig a good trench;
work manure into the soil in which you plant the seeds.

4. If soil is dry enough to work, manure and/or
commercial soil conditioners may be applied at this
time.

5. Plant the perennial vegetables — rhubarb, arti-
choke and asparagus.

FAMOUS NATIONAL BRANDS AT
LOW-LOW PRICES
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Rub in, rinse out.
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or embossed decoration, Box
of 10 cards with 10 enve-

assorted designs from
in white

Metal Tape Measure

Press button center. 50
long, %" wide in chrome
plated steel case. Graduated
in feet, inches & eighths. ©

TUSSY

lts soothing, softening a
moisturizing action

winter chapping, cracking
of hands.
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Molded pst like the real phone.
Full size model with one-piece re-
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WHITMAN — Assorted books with pre-
sketched pictures. 8x10%" 2 '0'

GIANT BIZE
$250 VALUE

1%
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o Sets pin-curls Ilmly
« Holds hair-do softly

Sets longer-lasting pin-curls
controls hair-do in any
mﬂur. even -damp and hue
mid days. Contains Lanolin
to help condition hair, Silis
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velvet smooth creme.
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COLONIAL DAMES

All Purpose Cream
Enriched with moisturizing
hydrophillic lipoids ~ which
help to give a smoother
petal-fresh complexion.
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Playing Cards

BYCYCLE — Air Cushion —
Choice of pinochle, straight
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HELENA RUBINSTEIN
Ultra-Feminine

Contains estrogen and pro
gesterone for reducing of
wnnhles due to dryness.
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1 Year Diary
5%x4” hard cover diary with
embossed design. 6
year calendar in back,
Gold toned lock & key.

Ledger Book
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your income.
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hold accounts within
Bl - Ouality gt
white paper,

Ad Prices Prevail: Jan, 21st-24th
y through Wednesday
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5020 W. 190th ST, TORRANCE
3 Blocks W, of Hawthome Blvd.
Open 9 a.m.- 10 p.m. Every Day

FOR YOUR PRUIECIHIUN-= Compounaing your
prescription is done by top pharmacists in their field.
Your health is in good hands whan you bring your pre-
scription to Sav-on 1o be filled, Fast courteous service.
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