Hoppe in Wonderla nd

It’s Nothing
Personal, Mort

!

Art Hoppe

What a cheery New Year's greeting I got in the
mail: My Federal Income Tax Forms for 1961.

What'’s cheery about them this year is this “Personal
Letter” to us taxpayers on the left-handed side of the
front cover. It's from good old Mortimer M. Caplin.
You remember Mort. He's our good old Commissioner
of Internal Revenue.

Well, Mort starts out, “Oliver Wendell Holmes, cne
of our nation's greatest judges, once wrote — ‘Taxes
are what we pay for civilized society.” Later, in saying
he liked to pay taxes, he did not mention whether nis
enthusissm included filling out tax forms. But we all
know that the forms, as well as the taxes, are necessary

..” And so on. And good old Mort winds up by saying
the friendly folks down at our “nearest Internal Revenue
office” will sure be “glad to help you.” If we need any
help. Help!
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1 think it's awfully nice of good old Mort personally
to send us taxpayers a Personal Letter. (Government
Form No. 59-16-76679-1.) And such a cheery one. I guess
being chief federal bagman is a pretty thankless job
and Mort was understandably worried about his image.
So he wants all of us to think of our government as a
warm, friendly, loving, motherly sort of institution.

I assume this marks a new trend. And to help out
I've been working on other Personal Letters. Like Form
No. 59-16-76679-2:

Dear Pal,

I guess it's kind of a surprise getting a personal
letter from me, the President of the whole U.S. But you
know how I'm always thinking of you personally. And
I just had to drop you a personal line to see how you
were. As for us we've sure been pretty busy back here
in the old White House. But the wife’s fine. (She sends
you her best.) And the kids are getting bigger every day.

Well. I guess that’s about all for now. Oh, yes.
There’s one other personal sort of thing I've been mean-
ing to tell you:

You're dmmd

Opinions of Others '

An open letter to Khrushchev:

You wouldn’t understand such things. but the full force
of America’s patriotism is within her breast, it permeates
her soul It may be latent, but it is all-powerful. It would
be the greatest tragedy in all world history for you to mis-
take human fears of nuclear war for a lack of courage and
faith to fight and sacrifice for a priceless freedom which
you and your people do not comprehend.

If you doubt this, let's go back to Pearl Harbor Day,
Dec. 7, 1941, when America was caught napping . . .

Almost overnight, Americans were outproducing both
Hitler and the Japanese warlords. They went from a few
thousand warplanes to 300,000, from 464 outmoded tanks
to 90,000 modern ones, from a trickle of shipping produc-
tion to a peak of 24 million tons in 1943. They mobilized
the greatest mechanized military machine in all history.

In addition, they picked your punch-drunk nation up
off the floor and revived it to help turn back Hitler's
legions. And American science gave the world nuclear power
that ended the war, the secrets of which your country
didn’t have the ingenuity to fathom, but instead stole from
us. This kind of a powerful America still lives today. It
may be vulnerable to attack, but it remains indomitable
to conquer. — Joblin (Mo.) Globe.

* * *

A farmer bought a painting, took it home. and hung
it first one way and then another. Each time the effect
was confusing. Finally his wife asked him, “What in the
world is that supposed to be?” “Why,” the farmer said,
“it's a realistic picture of a farm situation. No matter how
you look at it, it just don’t make sense "—Moville (lowa)
Record.

Warmest Personal Regards,
Jack.

* 4 -4

Frankly, come to think of it, I'm against this whole
new trend. I figure every time the government gets
personal, it spells trouble. And that’s the way it should
be. I know the government's got to tell us what to do. And
I know we've got to do it. But I think it's downright
dangerous when the government tries to get us to like
being told what to do.

No, Sir. I think good old Mort should just write:
“Pay up or it's the pokey!” Of course, I sure hope
good old Mort won't get sore at me for saying so. Not
personally

A FTFR ll()Ul{\'

I>y John Morle)

State of Union Mess sage
Brings an Open Letter

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

I listened to your State of
the Union message twice and
read the transcript to the
press several times. As a
private citizen I am compel-
led to comment on some of
the points you made.

Your message appeared far
removed from the fact that
nearly 50 per cent of the
voters disagreed with your
campaign proposals. You
catered then to the minori-
ties, labor . . . and your sup-
port came mostly from the
big-city machines, Yours was
not a mandate.

Now, as president you took
an oath to represent all the
people. Your message did
not sound like it. Instead,
you persist in forcing more
Socialist schemes which the
majority of the American
people abhor, just to satisfy
either your personal ideas or
the ideas of only half of the
people who elected you.

In your State of the Union
message you said: “In the
past year I have traveled not
only across the country, but
in other lands, to the north,
south and across the seas , ..
and found that people every-
where, in spite of occasional
disappointments, look to us,
not for our wealth or power,
but to the splendor of
ideals.”

* L0

It is amaang to this re-
porter how you can travel
for a few days here and
there ., . ., are wined and
dined by the heads of state

. . and come up with such
an extraordinary analysis of
what millions of people think
of us , . . people you have
never seen nor talked with
on your busy schedule
abroad.
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Your speech contains many

such excellently worded
tranquilized statements . .
but void of the “facts of

life” you so eloquently refer-
red to. Our experience as a
correspondent, in actually
talking with the people, indi-
cates that they seek our
money more than anything
else . . . and many laugh up
their sleeves at our gullibil-
ity.

The heads of state you talk
to will not, of course, admit
this,

You said: “A strong nation
and economy require more
than a balanced budget . . .
they require progress in
those programs that spur our
growth and fortify our
strength.”

I gather this means that
you believe that our growth
and strength are fortified by
increasing our present debt
limit to over $300 billion in
the red. We could not dis-
agree with you more, Mr.
President.

You said: “I ask for stand-
by authority, subject to Con-
gressional veto, to adjust per-
sonal income tax rates down-
ward within a specified
range and time, to slow
down an economic decline
before it has dragged us
down.”

This mean that you want
tax power which, under the
Constitution, belong to Con-
greu. We could not disngree

Torrance Church

with you more, Mr
dent

You said: “Recession is
only one scourge of a free
economy ., . . that inflation is
another.” And what causes
inflation more than anything
else but ever-increasing gov-
ernment spending

Presi-

How can you in one breath
call for increased spending
and a little later warn us
about inflation? Your eco-
nomic advisors are a little
fuzzy, Mr. President

You said: “The dynamics
of democracy is the power
and purpose of the individ-
ual; and the policy of this
administration is to give the
individual the opportunity .o
realize his own possibilities.”

We don't know who put
that one in your speech, but
it doesn't sound like you
really meant it. For almost
all the rest of your speech
on domestic programs talks
about expansion of the wel-
fare state in every phase of
our economy. To the many
previous Socialist schemes
you have now added govern-
ment aid to “medical and
dental colleges and the estab-
lishment of national insti-
tutes of health.” Could this
be trying to get the foot in
the door in medicine?

A o «

You further said: “Last year
we improved the diet of
needy persons, provided
more hot lunches, bullt more
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college dormitories, and for
the elderly expanded private
housing, nursing homes,
health services and social
security. But we have just
begun.’

I gather this to mean that
all these services will be ex-
panded. I also gather that
this is what you mean
previously quoted, that
policy of this administrat in
is to give the individuaj the
opportunity to realize s
own possibilities.” If it s

I could not disagree with
you more, Mr. President

You said: “In 1961 the
peace-making strength of the
U.N. was reinforced and
the U.N. fulfilled its char-

ter's lofty aims.’

When 82 out of 104 na-
tions are in arrears in paying
their obligations to the U.N
the U.N. has not fulfilled “its
charter’s lofty aims.” When
the US. is called upon to
buy 50 per cent of the U.N.
bonds, there is something un-
lofty about it all

You said: “The hopes have
improved for a peaceful con-
ciliation within a united Con-
go.”

The invasion of Katanga
by U.N. troops, forcing ca-
pitulation by force of arms,
is not ‘“peaceful concilia-
tion,” Mr. President

Your mess.ge was a liter-
ary masterpiece, Mr. Presi-
dent . . . well organized and
prepared. But it had no guts
in it

It glossed over the same
old political phrases we have
been hearing for years. It
called for more powers for
you and more authority for
a central government
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