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This Week's Motto:
In springtime, a young man's fancy turns to thoughts 

cf pennant winners.

New Chamber
Chamber Manager Don Reining, who assumed his du 

ties here two weeks ago after transferring here from La 
fayette, Ind., has become a welcome addition to the com 
munity in the short time he has been here.

Mr. Reining brings to Torrance an impressive back 
ground of service through his Chamber of Commerce work, 
and he has already impressed local officials with his quick 
understanding of the city's unique features.

Torrance is fortunate to acquire a man of his talents 
to lead its Chamber of Commerce through this dynamic 
period of the city's development.-

With Refiling's professional leadership, and with the 
solid backing of the city's business and industrial com 
munity, the Chamber of Commerce should continue to 
thrive in the manner that brought it national recognition 
last year.

Burned Moth Al'TEtt HOURS By John Morlcy

Opinions of Others
How on earth can anyone in Washington know more 

about your own local community problems than you do? 
How can he have as much genuine concern about your wel 
fare 9 Grand Rapids (Mich.) Times.

American built more housing per capita in the 1920s 
when there were no Federal programs than at any time 
since. Today you'd think that if the U.S. didn't house us, 
we'd be living in caves, if you believe Washington talk. 
 Liberal (Kans.) Daily Times.

  You cannot help men permanently by doing for them 
what they could and should do for themselves. Dewey 
(Okla.) Herald-Record.

Government has cost the railroads thousands of Jobs 
by regulation, has denied the public better and lower cost 
transportation, has weakened the defense program, and 
has crippled the nation's economy by railroad restrictions 
and taxation  Altoona (Pa.) Mirror.

During This Week
May 7, 1937 . The $35 mil 

lion, 4200-foot spun, 220 - foot 
high Golden Gate tiriJge, 
joining San Fn ncisco to Mar- 
in County, was opened.

May 8, 1884 - Harry S. Tru 
man, future 33rd U. S. Presi 
dent, was bom near Lamar, 
Mo. He was the seventh vice- 
president to become presi 
dent, due to an incum ): nt's 
death.

»    
May 9, 1025 . New Vo.'k 

City's Chatham Garden and 
Theater became the first 
theater to use gas for illu 
mination, as a practical ex 
periment.

May 10, 1643 - America's 
first Colonial Government 
Union was organized, in Bos 
ton. The United Colonies of

New England was foimed for 
co-operation in gospel truth, 
libeny, mutual safety, and 
welfare.

Miiy 11, 11(25 -   Ameuja's 
initial national tract society 
was organized at New York 
City. The American Tract 
Society was formed to help 
people spiritually through pu 
blications.

May 12, l.;:)0 - Loui ; ..u's 
legislature p::sscd America's 
initial prixe fighting law, pro 
hibiting the "crime of prize 
fighting," but not exhibitions.

May 13, 1057   Ths Michi- 
gan / vi'i'juUurul College be 
came the world's first thor 
ough one. It became Michigan 
State College in 1925. Now 
it is Michigan State Univer 
sity.

Some Old Tales
Editor, Torrance Herald

Recently I visited Denver, 
Colo. to see a brother whom 
I had not seen in almost 20 
years, His wife, Irma, I had 
never met. Irma being a na 
tive Coloradian, told me 
some interesting stories of 
the early days.

When Irma was a baby her 
father was a prospector. On 
one of his trips vfliile they 
were living in Colorado 
Springs, Irma's father (can 
not remembor his name) and 
hit partner whose name I 
believe was Higglns   went 
into the mountains at a piace 
now called Cripple Creek. 
One night they built their 
camp fire under an overhang, 
ing ledge of rock, which when 
heated began to turn colors 
and a certain mineral melted, 
proving that they had found 
a gold vein.

ft ft. 'ft'

Next morning the ptr.ners 
stukei" out their claims. Irma's 
father being a married man 
who loved his family, re 
turned to Colorado Springs 
to see that his family was 
not in want, expecting to re 
turn soon to work his claim, 
not knowing the ways of gold 
rushes, It was several weeks 
before he could leave his 
family and return to work 
his claim. Too late. Claim 
jumpers had taken over, and 
no more veins of gold could 
be found.

TV. T'V,  *>

Mr. Higgins, the other part 
ner, stayed on at his claim 
and worked it for several 
years, until he decided he had 
enough. Mr. Higgins told his 
bookkeeper and manager if

i<uu in Action
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he could sell his claim for 
$10 million dollars, he, the 
manager would get a com 
mission, and the manager 
could have all he could get 
above $10 million. The man 
ager went to England, inter 
ested some men of finance, 
and sold the claim for $11 
million. The above story is 
authenticated by official rec 
ords.

ft ft. ft
The next story probably 

should be classed as fiction, 
as every time I think about 
the tale, I want to sprinkle 
it good with salt and pepper. 

One morning while stroll- 
Ing through one of Denver's 
parks near the zoo, I engaged 
in conversation with a char 
acter who by his bearing 
would indicate he was many 
years past his three score and 
ten. The oldtimer seemed in 
clined to talk about the days 
of long ago when he was a 
young prospector, wandering 
through the canyons and 
mountains of Colorado. He 
told of the many near misses 
in finding a rich claim, and 
of the many escapes from In 
dians.

ft is ft
On one occasion oldtimer 

located a rich vein of ore 
and was getting ready to 
stake out his claim when he 
was surprised by a band of 
six Indians. The prospector 
retreated up the canyon and 
was followed by the Indians, 
firing with their rifles as 
they gave chase. Oldtimer 
soon found a narrow place in 
the canyon barely wide   
enough to walk through, 
which opened into a wider 
place with perpendicular 
walls which ended in a box. 
After killing five of the in-'

dians, the sixth in retreating 
caused a rock slide which 
closed the narrow opening. 

ft ft. ft
Oldtimer then stated: "you 

know, I n&ver could find a 
way to get out of that can 
yon."

After waiting a moment 
and not hearing more I asked 
the inevitable question: "How 
did you get out?"

Oldtimer said: "I did not 
get out; I starved to death." 
.... .... J. ROME GATELEY

(Editor's Note: Mr. Gateley, 
for many years a resident of 
Torrance, recently moved to 
Albuquerque, N. M., to make 
his horn*.)

Gains
and

Brains
By KSTKY I. UEEU

Many people througou't the 
world have forgotten that 
peace and quiet accomplish 
more than force. Nations' dic 
tators have learned that les 
son. Others shall. Many na 
tional politicians, mob lead 
ers, labor leaders and court 
magistrates fail to remember 
that lesson. Everyone should 
take a good, long look at Na 
ture, Then, all would know 
that great forces at work are 
the quiet ones. Gravitation is 
a silent worker, yet it holds 
planets in their orbits, mov 
ing them with unvarying pre 
cision. "In quietness and in 
confidence shall be your 
strength." (Isaiah 30:15)

DAILY DIET
The Laws of the Sea

TAXES ON
UTILITIES, TRAN-3.V :. /VTiON,
APPLIANCES   AD NAUSEAM/ 1

Sea law is one of the oldest 
branches of law, Venturing 
seamen have needed recorded 
rules to govern their affairs. 
For it's lonesome out at sea 
with no one around to hear 
your complaints.

This law be came "admir 
alty" law, and It goes back 
to about 900 B.C. One of the 
early rules of the sea   deal 
ing with jettison   is still 
part of today's laws: If one 
needs to suve n ship in a 
storm by casting your cargo 
overboard, tho ship and the 
the remaiing cargo owners all 
must chip In to pay the loss 
incurred for the common 
safety.

  «  
Nations needed uniformity 

in sea law since commerce is 
international. Seamen's cus 
toms from all the nations be 
came written into laws, Na 
tions have agreed to make the 
laws largely uniform.

Only the federal courts can 
hear admiralty cases, Many 
American court decisions re- 
ler to .sea law as lhi> law of 
all nations. In Ibis, admiralty

differs from the landlubber 
laws. For example:

* * *
When two ships collide 

both owners could be negli 
gent and, if so, the damages 
will be apportioned depend 
ing on the degree of blame. 
But not on land. Here if you 
are even slightly negligent 
you lose your right to dam 
ages.

On the high seas seamen 
have long been subject to 
strict powers by the captain,

"W«ll, 1 miiy not have thr 
fnctn utraight, of court*?, hut 
rvrrylhlnv clue U Inn-. My 
George!"

An employer on land has far 
less power over his workers. 
In the early days employers 
often abused seamen until 
special .federal laws were 
passed to protect seamen's 
wages, set standards for their 
employment, and to pay them 
if they were injured at sea.

Admiralty law also . gives 
the ship its own personality. 
It becomes a legal entity 
something like a corporation.

A ship has rights. It takes 
with it-the law of the flag it 
sails under.

Persons who go out to save 
a ship from peril are entitled 
to a "salvage" award for their 
efforts.

A special federal court sits 
for admiralty cases and has 
power arising out of activi 
ties connected with the Iligll 
seas,

An admiralty court settles 
tbe disputes over contrasts as 
well as personal injury cases 
that arise on the high seas, 
and on navigiblc inland wa 
ters, lakes and rivers, if con 
Heeled with navigation

A Fable With a Familiar 
Ring Including a Moral
"The instinct of profit is 
in the nature of man."

. , . William James 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA . . . 

This is an imaginary story of 
an imaginary land and peo 
ple. It has to do with the 
incentive of profit . . . and 
what might happen when that 
incentive is taken away. It 
has already happened in some 
countries we have covered 
for some 30 years around 
the world. They were once 
free . . . free to achieve, to 
create, to challenge, to pro 
fit. They didn't think it could 
happen to them. It did. It is 
already happening here.

Our story is about a once 
happy country, ruled by a 
king, who by his training and 
tradition did not believe in 
dictatorship, but chose to 
guide his people as per their 
desires and aspirations.

It was not entirely by 
chance that this country was 
prosperous and happy ... for 
the people found the magic 
of success in non - interfer 
ence by government and in 
making the best shoes to be 
found at a fair price. They 
took great pride in their 
craftsmanship , . . found 
better and better ways to 
make the best shoes at low 
cost. Over the years their 
fame spread far and wide. 
People clamored for their 
shoes, and they prospered . .. 
and everyone concerned was 
happy.

But in tho midst of this 
prosperity something happen 
ed. One day one of the shoe 
makers walked by his employ 
er's castle and noticed that 
it was much larger than his 
own, surrounded by a larger 
moat that had more brightly 
colored fish than his own. He 
passed the word around to his 
fellow workers who agreed to 
call it to the attention of 
their king.

* * *
The king was disappointed 

to learn that in his happy 
land there were people who 
were unhappy with their cas* 
ties. So he summoned all the 
employers .  . who were sur 
prised and angered, and told 
the king that while all men 
were born equal, they did not 
necessarily contribute equal 
ly to making shoes and there 
fore did not deserve equal re 
wards and equally bright col 
ored fish.

The king listened patiently 
but in the end he was forced 
to conclude that there were 
many more of his people who 
were shoemakers than there 
were owners of shoe factories. 
He became concerned about 
his own castle and kingdom, 
so degreed that henceforth 
all the castles and moats 
would be exactly alike.

fiscal problem. He went to his 
treasury and found hL reserv 
es insufficient to build all the 
castles his people desired. So 
he summoned his economic 
experts ... who grew in num 
ber day by day since his 
original decision ... for ad 
vice.

The experts, desirous of 
getting on tho good side of 
the king, and being rather en 
vious of the employers' cas 
tles themselves, pointed out 
that when the employers re 
ceived money from sale of the 
shoes and paid their expen 
ses, they usually had money 
left over. So they suggested 
that a part of this left-over 
money should be paid to the 
king to defray the cost of 
the enlarged worker's castles. 
The king was delighted with 
the idea and decreed what 
was to become known as... 
a tax.

Before long, however, the 
king observed that after the 
larger castles were built for 
the workers, they made more 
and more demands, and the 
king was forced to decree 
higher taxes. These advisors 
had shown a very curious pro 
clivity for saving the king 
pennies in one place and cost 
ing him thousands of dollars 
in another, especially those 
that suited their fancy.

While all this taxing was 
going on, strange things be 
gan to happen inside the shoe 
factories. The employers 
found that they were paying 
ever higher taxes to the king 
. . . and ever higher wages 
which the king decreed to 
the shoemakers so they could 
keep up their enlarged cas 
tles. There was little money 
left to buy new lasts, good 
quality leather and thread. 
The employers discovered al 
so that fewer and fewer peo 
ple were willing to lend them 
money to repair the factories 
and machines, or 'to replace 
the aging mules which car 
ried the shoes to the market*. 
So they raised their price* 
, . . and they kept on rais 
ing them again and again,

now had the bigger castles 
and the bright colored fish. 

Then, several events occur- 
ed which the king could not 
understand at all. Suddenly 
the tired old pack mules wera 
coming home still loaded with 
the shoes they had taken to 
the markets. Nobody had 
bought a single pair of shoes 
from his country. Word came 
back that they were buying 
shoes from other countries 
for less money. The king's ad 
visors pacified him with the 
Idea that this was but tem 
porary recession.

But then strange merchants 
began to arrive in his coun 
try with their own mules 
loaded with shoes from far 
away places. The king sum- 
moiled them and observed 
that their shoes were good 
and far less expensive. Hisil 
people rushed to buy them 
... for everybody loves a 
bargain.

After all the shoe factories 
in his kingdom had closed 
down ... and the shoemakers 
and employers implored the 
king to save the kingdom 
from bankruptcy and hung- 
er, the king retired to his 
throne room and decided on 
a course of action. He and his 
advisors would take over all 
the shoe factories and make 
them run effectively again. 

# *  
The king was not sure of 

the future . . -. but he was 
sure of one thing ... the em 
ployers had failed him .. .and 
if he were not a kind and 
tolerant king, he would have 
them thrown over a cliff.

Tho moral appears to be 
that before you start taking 
an economic system apart ... 
you had better understand 
how it works ... for you may 
be forced to put it back to. 
gether again, if you get a se 
cond chance.

Since the king had seldom 
before interfered in the 
everyday affairs of his peo 
ple, he was ill-prepared to 
cope with the trouble his de 
cision created. He 'soon dis 
covered, first of all, that it 
was not enough to knock off 
the towers and wings of the 
employers' castles, scale 
down the moats and divide 
the bright colored fish. Soon 
the shoemakers themselves 
wanted larger castles, broader 
moats and more bright color 
ed fish as well.

So the king was faced with 
what came to be called ... a

Although - the king was 
quite bored with the employ 
ers' complaints and protests, 
he became concerned with 
the shrinking revenues from 
the shoe factories. So he turn 
ed again to his .idvisors . . . 
who by now had filled sev 
eral huge newly-constructed 
castles. They came up with 
a remarkable new idea. Since 
the king needed money bad 
ly, why not order his print 
shop to print more money 
and give it directly to him? 
The king is reported to have 
literally flipped from his 
throne with joy.

It was almost too good to 
be true. Everyone suddenly 
had all the money he wanted. 
Merchants sold out their 
wares completely. But as a re 
sult of the growing supply 
of money and prosperity . . . 
and decreasing supply of 
goods .... prices started to 
go up by the hour. The king 
was advised to print new 
money in larger and larger 
denominations . . . and did.

Nothing like it had ever 
happened in hi.s country be 
fore. "This is really prosper 
ity," people said, The work 
ers were overjoyed for they

"I can recall qufte a few 
plays of words on Initials. 
But this one rings true: New- 
est play on JFK Jobs For 
Kinfolks." Elizabeth M, Don- 
thitt, Waller County (Tex.) 
Record.

ft ft. ft

"We are glad that South 
Dakota has never gone into 
Daylight Saving Time. We 
never could see any sense in 
the plan. If people want an 
extra hour of daylight, why 
don't they just get up an 
hour earlier?"   Dean ' C. 
Trippler, Canova (S'.D.) Her- 
aid.

ft fti ft

"The United States has 22 
million dogs and 40 per cent 
suffer from halitosis, says a 
recent scientific survey. I 
don't question the survey; 
I'm just glad I didn't have to 
make it."   James H. Rus 
sell Belton (Tex.) Journal. 

ft fa ft
"The Journal, at some fu 

ture date, may suggest solu 
tions for tho state's and na 
tion's financial problems. Just 
now, we are too busy trying 
to solve our own." James H. 
Russell, Belton (Tex.) Jour- ( 
nal. ^

Out of the Past
From the Files of the HERALD

30 Years Ago
Only 18H Torrance electors 

were sufficie'iiUy interested 
in the school board election 
Tuesday to go to the five 
polling places in the city and 
cast their ballots. This repre 
sents only one half of one 
percent of the eligible vot 
ing list.

The l!;ink of America,. fol 
lowing similar action by 
banks elsewberc, announces 
I he reduction of interest paid 
on term savings from 4% to 
.T.i, etfective May 1 ill Tor 
rance. .1. W. Leech, manager 
of Ihc local branch, said thai 
the reduction was in line \villi 
action taken by the Los An 
geles Clearing House, lie om- 
|)hasi/ed that the current rule 
of interest would be paid to 
May I of this year.

Consumers of Hie Southern

California Edison Co. Ltd. 
will save approximately $766,- 
000 per year through ttie vol 
untary rate reduction which 
the company makes effective 
on May 1, according to W. C, 
Mullcndore, president. The 
companyVreqtiest for the re 
duction was approved by the 
Railroad Commission.

Any reduction in wages as 
a means of solving the pres 
ent economic condition of the 
country would seriously af 
fect u return to prosperity be 
cause it would r e d u c e the 
standard of living, a letter to 
the city council from the 
County Bureau of Kiuploy 
incut Stabilization slated. A 
live day week was approved 
by the members present at 
the meeting.

The uld I-11 si National Hank 
(,l Tonante published an ad 
verliseiiienl in the IIKKAI.I) 
commemorating its Kith ainn

versary of service to the com 
munity, The bank had weath 
ered a stormy period. In 1054 
it was merged into the Cali 
fornia Bank.

20 Years Ago
A front page editorial in 

the IIKHALD of 20 years ago 
made the modest claim that 
"Torrance w o u 1 d treble Us 
population IF homes were 
provided" for thousands of 
workers expected to make 
their home here for defense 
work.

» *  
Organisation of an uir raid 

warden sue vice for Southern 
California was outlined in de 
tail before a meeting of local 
chiefs of police in Los An 
geles. I'Mre Chief McMaster 
I rom Torrance represented 
the city ut the meeting which 
stressed the need of prepara 
tion f o r possible enemy 
attack.


