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Celebration Scheduled to Hail Completion of MWD Expansion April 10, 1960
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Water lo nro\v on! This will 
be the1 theme of a celobration 
In be hold at I hi1 foot of Mount 
SaiLjticinlo in Riverside Coun­ 
ty on May 11 when the Metro­ 
politan water District of South- 
crruCallfornia will commemor- 
at the completion of the giant 
rolffirado River aqueduct to its 
fuli'dclivcry capacity of more 
thiiij one billion gallons of 
water a day.

Robert B. Diemcr, district 
general manager and chief en­ 
gineer, stated that the cele­ 
bration will mark the comple­ 
tion of a $200 million expan­ 
sion program started in 1952 to 
bring the great water carrier 
to its full delivery capactty. 
Th« completion of the main 
acmeduct expansion work dou- 
totSS the capacity of the aque- 
tlnct compared to a year ago, 

said.

/'THIS MEANS that the 
I f^iiitropolitan Water District can

now deliver enough walor lo 
the coastal plain of Southern 
California to meet the needs 
of :),()()()(),000 more persons 
than are presently living here." 
the district official declared. 
"This is water for the MWD 
areas to grow on pending the 
bringing of water from the 
North," said Diemcr.

Officials, civic leaders and 
dignitaries from the f!9 cities 
and large unincorporated areas 
within the district will partici­ 
pate in the historic event.

THK CES-.BMONY will be 
highlighted by the installation 
ef a commemorative plaque 
at the west portal of the San 
Jacinto tunnel where the life- 
giving water from the Colorado 
River enters the coastal plain 
of Southern California.

"The additional water now 
available will meet the needs 
of the areas within the Metro­ 
politan Water District for a

j number of years to come." Die- 
iiicr pointed out'.

TFIK DISTHKT official, who 
recently received the 1900 Mis­ 
souri Honor Award for Distin­ 
guished Service in Engineering, 
pointed out that the Metropoli­ 
tan Water District extends into 
the five counties of Los Anyel- 
es, Orange. Riverside, San Hor- 
nardino, and San Diego. It has 
an area of 3,3,10 square miles 
and encompasses approximate­ 
ly half of the population and 
half of the assessed valuation 
of the Slate.

Diemer said that when the 
aqueduct was completed in its 

j initial development certain fea- 
j hires were constructed to par­ 
tial capacity, full capacity con­ 
struction being deferred until 
such time that additional water 
was needed.

"BY 1952 IT became evident 
that additional water would 
soon be needed to meet the

mushrooming growth of this 
area iincl llu> District embarked 
on a $200 million expansion 
program to bring llio aqueduct 
lo its full planned delivery ca­ 
pacity. It is the completion of 
this work that we will celebrate 
on May 11," he declared.

Major features which have 
been completed on the main 
aqueduct include the installa­ 
tion of six additional pumps 
at each of the five pumping ' 
plants, enlargement of the ; 
pumping plant building to 
house the pumps, the installa­ 
tion of two additional pump 
delivery lines from each plant 
into the aqueduct, and the con­ 
struction of nearly 25 miles of 
pipe siphons and canals.

A large amount of work has 
already been carried forward 
on expanding the distribution 
system and enlarging Lake 
Mathews, the terminal reser­ 
voir of the aqueduct, Diemer 
said.
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