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That Time Again!

The Bitter Pill

Relevant Facts
A trial ends disputes. To do 

so justly gets a court disputed 
facts, through witnesses under 
rules of evidence.

You hear your lawyer ob 
ject: The proposed evidence 
is "irrelevant, immaterial, 
and Incompetent." Unless he 
does object then and there, 
he may lose your right to ap 

peal in higher courts later on. 
ft ft ft

1. If he objects to "irrele 
vant" evidence, he means the 
facts offered are beside the 
point. If you sue Jones for a 
debt, you might arouse the 
jury by showing that he beats 
his wife. Though true, the 
beatings scarcely prove your 
claim t,hat Jones owes you 
money. Irrelevant.

2. If your lawyer objects to 
"immaterial" evidence, he is 
saying in effect, that it may 
have something to do with the 
case all right, but would not 
tilt the scales either way. It 
lias little weight.

ft •<••; 'A-

3. If he objects to "incom 
petent" evidence, he is saying 
either that the witness or the 
facts are ruled out, no matter 
how true, relevant, or mater 
ial they may be. For example, 
it is against public policy and 
"incompetent" for a wife to

testify against her husband in 
most criminal trials.

Heresay, too, is mostly "in 
competent." Suppose in a 
theft case Jones told a jury 
that he heard Smith tell 
Green that he saw Brown 
steal a car. In a theft case 
court would rule 'out such a 
story as "hearsay" and incom 
petent. Like gossip, you can 
not rely on hearsay nor test 
it by cross-examination. Green 
might have been talking out 
of spite or telling a tall tale 
for fun.

•A- ft ft
But Brown's slander suit 

against Smith might well be 
something else. Jones' evi 
dence would be material, rele 
vant, and competent: For it 
would tend to show that by 
his gossip Smith had been 
hurting Brown's good name.

As a rule only an expert 
can give competent "opinion" 
evidence. A doctor could give 
an opinion as to a cause of 
death.

ft ft ft
If the judge errs in ruling 

on evidence, your lawyer can 
ask for a new trial. Failing 
this, he can go to a higher 
court. There he must show 
that (1) the judge did err, and 
(2) his error unfairly harmed 
your case.

Come On Up Front

April 3, 1960

There are many who will say that the three happiest, 
most exciting words In the English language are "I love 
you". But others might dissent mildly with: "How about 
 Play Ball 1 ?"

l Ah, sweet, dilemma! Perhaps one good way to resolve 
It would be for all young lovers to get tickets to the open- 
Ing game of the Giants in their new Candlestick Park, or 
the Dodgers in the Coliseum, or their favorite Coast league 
team In the home park   or even the sandlot nine down 
on the corner lot. Anywhere, just so there are peanuts 
and popcorn and crackerjack; an umpire to boo; and spring 
time's loveliest sound   the crack of a bat meeting a home- 
run ball. '

Yes, it's that time of year again, and most of America 
soon will be saying all those happiest words: I love you, 
baseball!"

The 25-year success of Hoover Dam would be a bitter 
pill for the public power cult, were it not for the fact that 
their taste buds have long since been desensitized by heady 
drafts of socialism. The privately financed Colorado River 
hydro-efectric installation is a monumental offront to the 
ideology that regional water and power developments must 
be financed by all the taxpayers of the nation.

Now, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Pow 
er which was largely responsible for initiating the Hoov 
er Dam project and seeing it through to completion is 
compounding the felony by making a determined bid for 
another such dam, this one in the Colorado's Bridge Can 
yon. This new structure would more than quadruple the 
power now received by the southern metropolis from Hoov 
er Dam. And it would be entirely paid for by the Los Ange 
les utility, or in cooperation with other utilities in Nevada 
and Arizona, as well as California.

Congressional action would be required before this 
notable example of pay-as-you-go power production could 
get under way. It is a safe bet that damming Bridge Canyon 
wil be a cinch compared with damming the flood of op 
position that will pour forth from the persistent evangels 
of public power. It's bound to be damned before it's dam 
med.

Law in Action

Behind the Scenes

Customer is King in 
Consumer Goods Field

By REYNOLDS KNIGHT
America's consumer-goods 

industries almost unanimous 
ly subscribe to the principle, 
"the customer is king." And 
they are currently spending 
billions of dollars annually on 
research and market studies 
to anticipate and provide 
what the king wants.

These days, a causal look 
around any supermarket, to 
bacco store or other retail 

  outlet shows consumers are 
wanting   and getting   a 
greater variety of brands and 
variations in products that 
could possibly have been 
imagined 10 or 20 years ago.

ft ft ft

Take the tobacco field as 
an example. Here the big 
trend has been to filter cigar 
ettes, which now account for 
slightly more than half of all 
cigarette sales. No less than 
six new filter brands have 
been placed on the market 
since mid-1959, notes an offi 
cial of Brown & Williamson 
Corp., which pioneered the 
tnodern era of filters with its 
Viceroy brand launched in 
1952.

The Brown & Williamson 
executive also cites as cur 
rently significant trend the 
rising popularity of menthol 
brands, which last year rang 
up sales of 51.7 billion cigar 
ettes   more than 11 per 
cent of total sale of 'smokes.' 
(B&W plans to introduce na 
tionally a new mild menthol 
brand named "Belair" within

a few weeks, the official re 
vealed.)

ft ft ft
Advent of the many new 

brands in recent years propel 
led the industry to all-time 
record sales of more than 450 
billion in 1959, and the out 
look favors a new peak this 
year. A government S9urce 
places the possible volume of 
cigarette smoking at 570 bil 
lion by 1965, and 740 billion 
by 1975.

There seems little doubt 
that the tobacco industry will 
be joining the upward eco 
nomic march predicted by 
most economists for the 
"Soaring Sixties"   and pos 
sibly beyond.

ft ft ft
Things to Come For medi 

cal students, artists, and pos 
sibly the "just plain curious," 
a Midwest firm now offers 
anatomically accurate plastic 
replicas of the human skull; 
the "skull kit" also includes 
an anatomy chart and a dis 
play stand for the skull . . . 
A cola drink maker soon will 
vary from marketing its tra 
ditional product by introduc 
ing a wide line of other flav 
ored, carbonated drinks . . . 
Worried about slipping in the 
bathtub or shdwer stall? One 
company is now introducing 
self-adhesive safety strips, in 
decorative colors and of spe 
cially made synthetic rubber, 
for affixing to the tub's floor.

ft ft ft 
Growth Note   "Growth,"

by which we mean "rapid 
growth," is a magic word in 
these days of expanding con 
fidence. And the rubber- 
chemical industry should 
prove one of the most vigor 
ous rapid-growth enterprises 
of the coming decade.

Citing the record and sight 
ing the future, that industry 
can make an impressive case 
for itself. The past two de 
cades have seen such winners 
as synthetic rubber, vinyls 
and other plastics. An the fu 
ture holds rich promise in 
the research fields of rockets 
and missiles.

ir ft ft*
Goodrich vinyl plastics 

sales last year soared to 3M> 
times the average 1947-49 
volume, notes BFG president 
J. Ward Keener. And he pre 
dicts the vinyl plastic indus 
try will double its volume in 
the 1960's.

Scientists of a new corpor 
ate entity called BFG-High 
Voltage Astrontautics, Inc. are 
working in the blue-sky world 
of advanced space technology. 
Meanwhile, back to earth, 
BFG is taking advantage of 
growth potential in the rub 
ber field abroad.

New-rubber consumption in 
the U.S. is growing at a rate 
of 3 per cent annually. But 
the growth rate in the rest 
of the Free World is nearly 6 
per cent. And in synthetic 
rubber Keener anticipates 
consumption overseas will in 
crease as much as 65 per cent 
in the next five years.

President in Top Shape 
Physically, Reports Sav
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STAR ___
 By CUY R. 1'OLLAN
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President Eisenhowcr is in 
better physical condition now 
than when' he took office de 
spite his age and the three 
major illnesses he has suffer 
ed, Today's Health magazine 
said recently.

"People who know the 
President are convinced that 
. . . he is in better shape to 
day than when ho entered the 
White House," Krncst L. Bar- 
cella, Washington bureau 
manager of United Press In 
ternational, wrote in a recent 
issue of the Ameritmi Medi 
cal Association publication. 

ft ft ft
Mr. Kisenhowor, facing his 

70th birthday in October, soon 
will become tlu- oldest presi 
dent in the Ration's history. 
His amazing recovcrly from a 
heart attack, llcitis, and a 
small stroke Is "one for the 
medical books -- n living 
legend of remarkable physical 
comebacks, of astonishing 
stamina and energy reserve," 
HuiTt'llu said.

'By all ininlical odds, the 
I'rusidoul long sincu should 
have put on liis slippers, re 
tired to a rocking chair, and 
culled it a career," he said.

"Instead . . .he has under 
taken a staggering load of 
work and travel."

•A-

The President has succeed 
ed by virtue of discipline and 
determination, according to 
Barcella, who added: "Disci 
pline very likely saved his 
life; discipline In his health 
habits   diet, rest, emotions, 
exercise, work, temperance."

These were some of the 
points in Mr. Kisenhower's 
fitness program described in 
the article:

 Tho President, who had 
been a three-pack-a-day smok 
er, gave up cigarettes "in 
stantly and completely" in 
1040.

 Ho learned "to raise his 
boiling point u number of de 
grees" to control his temper.

 Ho adheres to a strict 
low-fat, high-calorio, high- 
protein diet, and now weighs 
roughly what he did us a foot 
ball player at West Point.

 He restricts his drinking 
to diluted scotch lilghballn.

 Ho has bevome "the 
world's Exhibit A on golf's 
therapeutic value to a cardiac

•/

. patient."
 He is an early-to-bed, 

early-to-rise man.
 He gets Into condition for 

trips by resting a few days 
beforehand.

 During his travels, he ap 
plies the old Army rule   
"get sleep when and where 
you can."

ft ft ft
"A number of other psycho 

logical or spiritual factors fit 
into the pattern of the Presi 
dent's well-being," Barlecca 
said. "The jaunty spirit, the 
bouncy step, the robust good 
health he rediates are reflec 
tions of the inner man.
"... this much is certain 

 no president ever enjoyed 
iiis last months in office 
more; none rode a greater 
crust of popularity and good 
will; none commanded more 
universal affection.

"In the view of some who 
have known him over the 
years, his coronary throm 
bosis muy have been some 
thing of u blessing in disguise 
for the President. Tho judg 
ment is lluit the uttuck taught* 
him how to tuku the best cure 
of himself

Sacramento Report

Dope Laws No. 1 Job 
For 1960 Legislature

By CHARLES E. CHAPEL
tyarcotics is probably (be 

number ono Issue to be faced 
by the 1901 general session 
of the Legislature because 
this subject was not placed 
on the agenda of the special 
session by the Governor in 
1960 and hence could not be 
considered.

I personally asked the Gov 
ernor why he did not place 
narcotics on the aget.da and 
he replied that the subject is 
too complicated for our short 
1980 session.

Many experts on narcotics 
legislation disagree with the 
Governor and believe that it 
is logical to assume that if we 
had time (as we did) to legis 
late on a vast number of com 
paratively unimportant items 
placed on the agenda by the 
Governor, then we could have 
given narcotics the priority it 
deserves.

However, for 1960 this is 
past history and all we can do 
is look forward to next year.

 ,V ft  &
As I have tried to explain 

before in this column, there 
are two approaches to nar 
cotics. One is the old method 
of treating all narcotic addicts 
as criminals and giving them 
jail and prison sentences.

This will be continued not 
as punishment but to keep 
addicts out of circulation be 
cause most addicts become 
peddlers sooner or later, and 
even if they do not become 
peddlers they resort to other 
crimes to make the thirty or 
forty or even fifty dollars per 
day which they need to keep 
them on their habit.

•ft ft 'ft
Law enforcement reports 

show that the majority of 
burglaries, armed robberies 
and cases of prostitution have 
their origin in the need of 
addicts to get money faster 
than they caji make it by le 
gitimate pursuits.

The othen. approach to nar 
cotics is to treat the addict as 
a sick person and send him 
or her to an institution for re 
habilitation.

if. ft ir
Unfortunately, the only 

hospitals for this treatment 
are federal hospitals and their 
record of curing people of the

dope habit is not good. The 
doctors and nurses do the 
best they can, and when they 
release an addict he or she is 
presumably cured, but most 
of those released .as cured go 
back to taking parcotics.

In spite of the discouraging 
results from hospital treat 
ment of addicts, I do believe 
that we sould expand our fed 
eral and state facilities for at 
tempting to rehabilitate ad 
dicts. This costs money, but 
only a fraction of the money 
lost to taxpayers by theft, 
burglary, robbery, and other 
crimes of narcotic origin.

The State laws on educa 
tion already provide for teach 
ers giving courses   warning 
students against the dangers 
of tobacco, 'liquor and nar 
cotics. In some schools cours 
es on these subjects are car 
ried out conscientiously, but 
in other schools the students 
receive a "brush off'l course 
of instruction which' barely 
complies with the law.

Looking forward to 1961, if 
you have any definite ideas 
for legislation, please writt to 
me at Post Office Box 777, 
Inglewood 5. Tell me in your 
letter if I have permission to 
quote your remarks In this 
column, because I do not like 
to quote people without per 
mission.

During the 1960 short ses 
sion, I voted against all bills 
raising taxes and for several 
bills reducing taxes, just as 
I did during the 1959 long 
session. However, the Gover 
nor announced that he would 
veto all tax reduction bills, 
which nullified our efforts.

Also, I voted against the 
final passage of the budget 
because it contained many 
Items which I thought were 
not essential. Providing offi 
ces and personnnel for newly 
created boards, commissions, 
and bureaus when such new 
branches of State government 
are not justified, except to 
create jobs for political favor 
ites, is not my idea of respon 
sible government.

Unfortunately, the majority 
did not have this idea and we 
now have a more expensive 
government than before.

ft ft ft
Although the water bond 

issue will be before the voters

at the general election of No- 
vcmber, 1900, present indica 
tions are that it will not pass 
because of opposition in vari 
ous sections of Hit State. 
Anyone who has studied the 
problem knows that It is an 
excellent program for tin- 
people of the San Joaquin 
Valley, but of doubtful value 
to other portions of the State. 

For example. Southern Cal 
ifornia will pay between 50 
per cent and 60 per cent of 
the cost and yet there are no 
guarantees that water will be 
sent south of the Tehachapi 
Mountains.

Even if water were ueuver-^^y 
td soutli of the Tehachap|Jvi 
Mountains in sufficient quart- T( 
tity, of good quality, and at 
a reasonable price, the water 
could be shut off by the north 
if we had one or more dry 
years and the Northern legis 
lators determined ihat they 
wanted to keep the water at 
home.

A letter dated March 29, 
1960, from Thomas L. Pitts, 
Secretary-Treasurer, Califor 
nia Labor Federation, AFL- 
CIO to members of the Legis 
lature was accompanied by a 
six-page mimeographed re 
port and scries of recommen 
dations of the Special Water 
Committee of the Executive 
Council, AFL-CIO. Briefly, 
the AFL-CIO objected to the 
fact that tlte Governor did 
not put water on the agenda 
for the special session this 
year and indicated several 
strong objections to the water- 
proposition on the November 
ballot.

•A ft. •!•••
Other strong state-wide or 

ganizations of great influence 
will undoubtedly come out 
publicly aaginst the water- 
bond issue, and although 
'their objections may be dif 
ferent from those of the AFL- 
CIO, the net result will be the 
same.

Experienced ovservers of 
California government proph 
esy the defeat of the water- 
bond proposition, hence I 
predict that water will be one _ 
of the main issues before th<^ 
1961 general session of the' 
Legislature. Your comments, 
addressed to P.O. Box 777, 
Inglewood 5, will be appreci 
ated.

Education Leads Parade 
To Legislative Hoppers

By VINCENT THOMAS 
Assemblyman, 68th District
The budget act for 1960-61 

is now behind us, and the 
$2.481 billion spending bill is 
now before the Governor for 
final action. As I write this, 
we are proceeding rapidly 
with the work of the special 
session and may have succeed 
ed in winding it up before 
you read this.

As anticipated, a wide vari 
ety of items was Included in 
the proclamation for the spe 
cial session. The total of 39 
subjects put before us in the 
original call and its three ad 
ditions run the gamut from 
air pollution to unemploy 
ment insurance, from the 
sugar content of grapes to 
disposal of submerged lands. 
Many of the topics are techni 
cal in nature, but several 
have proved to be highly con 
troversial.

•b ft ft
SINCE THERE can be no 

limit on the type of legisla 
tion relating to the permitted 
subjects which may be intro 
duced, a considerable number 
of bills and constitutional 
amendments were dropped in 
the hoppers of both houses, 
in addition to many resolu 
tions expressing opinions on 
various matters. A total of 
160 bills and 11 constitutional 
amendments were introduced 
in both houses, and our com 
mittees are speeding up their 
work on them, now that the 
budget session is over.

Among the major items on 
our agenda, education is the 
topic of the greatest number 
of measures, more than a 
Ihird of those introduced In 
the Assembly, and almost 
that proportion in the Senate.

ft .*r ft
GENERALLY, these meas 

ures fell into three main cate 
gories; first, those'relating to 
the organization of our state- 
supported higher education; 
sucond, those proposing in 
creases In the number and 
value of scholarships for gift 
ed students; and third, those

relating to an additional state 
bond issue for school build 
ing loans to local district.

As of now, a $350 million 
school bond measure is mak 
ing progress towards passage. 
Various scholarship bills are 
receiving favorable consider 
ation. The master plan for 
higher education, about which 
I have previously written, also 
seems to be making headway, 
now.that the statutory ap 
proach to the problem has 
been substituted for the con- 
constitutional amend menl 
avenue. But proposals for ad 
ditional state aid for junior 
college districts seem unable 
to get over some roadblocks. 

 ,'   ft ft
AIR POLLUTION legisla

tion this session Is largely 
confined to proposals for state 
investigation and certification 
of motor vehicle exhaust con 
trol devices, plus a legal re 
quirement that approved units 
be installed in all vehicle 
within stated time limits. A 
major bill of this type has 
passed its house of origin, but 
its fate in the second liou.se 
seems uncertain at present, 

A $400 million bond issue 
for veterans' farm and home 
loans seems well on its way 
to final passage. It seem 
pretty generally agreed tha1 
this amount is needed to er 
able the loan system to meej 
growing demands during tlj 
next few years.
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