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Supervisors Urge Air Safety Job Be Given to Five-Man Commission
On motion of Supervisor Ken- 

lu-th llahn. the County Board 
of Supervisors has instructed 
County Counsel Harold W. ! 
Kennedy to draft   resolution < 
urging Congress to establish a 
five-man commission to ad 
minister and operate the Ked- 
eral Aviation Agency

Supervisor Halm emphasised 
tl.at the growing importance 
of air travel demands that 
.stionger action h(> taken for 
air .safety and the safety of 
person* on (he ground

At present, the F-deral 
tho» Aviation Agency is administer-

by o guesa,l a

a retired Air Force general, i 
who is responsible only to the 
President.

"I THINK that the job U too j
big for any one person to han-' 
die. whether he is a retired 
general or any other person," 
Supervisor llahn declared

He pointed out that the re 
cent collision between two com 
mercial airliners over New 
York City emphasized the need 
for stronger, more effective 
nr safely regulations, both for 
people flying and those on 
the ground The clash killed 
10 persons on the ground as

well as 126 on the two air 
planes.

"THE HLtiK number of per 
sons flying in aircraft every , 
day makes it imperative that 
every step possible be taken 
for their safety," Supervisor 
llahn continued.

He said that he believes a 
five-man commission, assigned 
full time to the problem of air 
safety, is needed to strengthen 
the effectiveness of the FAA   
which is responsible for all of 
the operational aspects of fly 
ing, including take-offs, land 
ings, Hight patterns, commitni-

iations, assignment of "courses, 
and all other details involved 
in air traffic

, "THK COMMISSION should 
meet at least once a week to 
develop new ideas and new 
procedures for air safety. 
.Meetings should be open to 
the public and any citizen with 
ideas for improvement in saf 
ety or operational features 
should be welcomed and given 
lull hearings. The commission 
should personally visit all 
major airports in the nation 
and learn lirst-hand the many 
problems involved at each air

port   and of the effects of 
airports on people living near 
by." Supervisor Halm declared. 

He suggested that commis 
sion members be appointed by 
the President and confirmed 
by the Senate. Budgetary con 
trol of the Federal Aviation 
Agency and the commission 
would be exercised by the 
House of Representatives.

»    
(OPIKS OF the resolution as 

drafted by the County's legal 
counsel are to be sent to 
President Elsenhower Presi 
dent-elect John F. Kennedy, 
each Congressman from Cali 
fornia, and Senator* Clair 
Kir^le and Thomas Kuchel 

Supervisoi llahn pointed out

that originally the Civil Aero- 
nuatic Board, whose five mem 
bers are appointed by the 
President, had responsibility 
for issuing safety rules and 
investigating aircraft accidents 

However, primary responsi 
bility for aircraft operation was 
assigned to the FAA when U 
was created by Congress in 
1958.

i AT THE present time, the 
primary duty of the CAB is the 
regulation of aircraft fares, 
tariffs, and schedules. T h e 
CAB does investigate aircraft 
accidents and recommends new 
safety rules to the FAA.

Supervisor llahn explained 
that while the primary purpose

of the five-man FAA commit* 
sion would be air safety, it 
could also exercise control over 
auxiliary problems such as ex 
cessive noise trom jets and ail 
pollution coming from aircraft

Offictr's Son Home 
For Holidoy Seoton

Lance Corporal Tommy 
Holmes, son of Torrance Police 
Officer Maxine Holmes, has 
arrived home to spend the 
holiday season with his mother. 
Corporal Holmes, a je' head 
quarter specialist on Hawaii, 
has been serving in the Islands 
lor 18 months. He will return 
to his post in Hawaii m 
January.


