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THOUGHT FOR TODAY   Here is is, Jan. 17- 
Docs miuonv know when the Christmas decorations 
in downtown Ton-oncer arc going to be removed?

Schools and Elections
In a note to the HERALD'S editor last week, one of 

:he backers of a move to have the city council investigate 
ihe .school system here wrote:

"The prominance you gave my release in the news 
paper (Jan. 7. 1960), leads me to believe that you too may 
feel that such an inquiry, as suggested, is long over-due 
ind most necessary."

Our young friend, active in the Torraiice Young Dein- 
jcrats. is mistaken.

The prominence given news stories has no relation to 
Ihe views of the HERALD on the matter. Display of news 
stories is a matter of judgment on the part of the editors. 
ind is based on the extent of interest likely to -be found 
Imong the newspaper's readers.

While the editors of the HERALD, indeed all news- 
japer. abhor murder, such events normally command 
Di-ime space among the news columns. The interest such 
m event is calculated to hold among the readers is the 
juicle.

To set the record straight in the current matter, the 
HERALD does not believe the city council is the proper 
forum for any inquiry into the operations of the city school 
system.

And, by the same token, a city council election cam 
paign can not be based on operation of the schools, because 
.he city council is without jurisdiction on school policies.

The place to make inquiry about the schools, if one is 
needed, is with the school system itself and especially at 
:he time members of the board of education are selected 
it the polls.

Torraiice voters turned down attempts several years 
»go to combine city and school elections on the grounds 
:hat the two were separate entities and the. matters per 
taining to each should not be intermingled.

The HERALD opposed the consolidation at the time 
A was suggested and continues in that opposition.

Serious candidates who are getting ready for next 
April's city council election can find sufficient fuel for a 
campaign within the confines of city government without 
laking on the school system, too.

MINEOLA, N.Y., NEWS: "America is headed for the 
biggest boom in the history of the world. Responisble and 
competent economist believe this is inevitable. They base 
their optimistic predictions on figures from the Bureau 
of the Census.

"A populati6n of close to 200 million is expected by 
1970. This increase alone might guarantee good times but 
the boom will come, economists say, not from the advent 
of newborn babies but from the babies born in the last 
twenty years."

ft ft ft

PIOCHE, NEV., RECORD: "While it would be cruel 
to accuse the parents of the victims of criminal negligence, 

, the facts almost sustain the allegation.
"Hundreds of children are scalded to death because 

they could fall into steaming water. Other hundreds are 
burned to death, and some of them die because they have 
been permitted to play with matches or left unguarded 
around dangerous fuels and fires."

ft ft ft

CLARISSA, MINN., INDEPENDENT: "The German 
Social Democrats, the foster parent of all Socialist parties, 
repudiated the Communist Manifesto as out of step with 
modern times and accepted private enterprise and a free 
competitive market as the more desirable system in the 
modern world. The decision, taken by a vote of 324 to 16 
at an extraordinary party congress, may well be a historic 
turning point and effect socialist if not communist thinking 
everywhere."

ft ft

VICTORVILLE, CALIF., NEWS-HERALD: "To spend 
ers, all government projects are important. But are they 
always as finportant as the private spending they prevent? 
Excess taxes represent unbuilt factories, new businesses 
not started, new clothes for the kiddies not bought, opera 
tions postponed and many other things that 'might have 
been' were taxes not so high,"

Income Tax Tips

Errors on Tax Return 
Can Prove Expensive

iThis is the first of a series of articles on federal and California income tax 
filing. This information has been provided by the Committee on Taxation of the 
California Society of Certified Public Accountants   Notv observing its 50th Anni- 
rersanj   in cooperation with the American Institute of Certified Public Accoun 
tants.)

Carelessness in simple arith 
metic costs American taxpay 
ers millions of dollars each 
year. The "cost" is tempor 
ary in most cases because the 
government usually discovers 
the errors and refunds the 
over-payments (which reach 
ed $18 million in a recent 
year). But taxpayers should 
not rely on the government 
to catch ALL of their mis 
takes.

ft ft ft
Even larger are the errors 

in favor of the taxpayer. 
These "gains," too, are only 
temporary and ultimately re 
sult in actual loss. All returns 
are checked and when an un 
derpayment is discovered, the 
government collects not only 
the difference   but interest 
as well!

Other common mistakes 
made in tax returns include 
such simple oversights as for 
getting to sign. Joint returns 
with only one signature, and 
individual returns with no 
signature at all. total about 
one million on federal returns 
each year.

Why are such errors made? 
You might may "it's human 
nature." But they could prob 
ably be cut in half if millions 
of taxpayers made an effort 
to start on their returns 
KAKLY.

The last-minute frenzied 
scramble to assemble facts 
and figures before the April 
15 deadline not only produc 
es costly errors   but long, 
unpleasant lines at the offices 
of the taxing agencies!

Apart from the simple mis 
takes, many taxpayers over 
look opportunities to claim 
exemptions and deductions, 
and other'ways to reduce 
their tax.

In order to help you avoid 
such pitfalls, the HERALD 
is publishing a series of ar 
ticles which were prepared 
with the help of the national 
and stale organizations of 
Certified Public Accountants. 
Save the articles and use 
them along with the official 
instructions that come with 
your tax forms you may 
save money.

Your first step is to consid 
er whether you should file at 
all, and then what kind of a 
return to file.

For federal income tax 
purposes, your lire NOT re 
quired to file a return if your 
gross income in 11)511 was less 
than $000, or if you are (15 
or older and had less than 
$1200 gross income. Hut if 
you had income, of $400 or 
more from sell-employment, 
tho return must he filed lor 
social security tax purposes.

Don't forget that tax on 
salary n,- uayeb may have 
been withheld during Ihe

year by your employer even 
if your income was less than 
$600   and the only way to 
get it back is to file a federal 
tax return.'

California requires that a 
state income tax1 return be 
filed by every "single" person 
having either a gross income 
of $5000 or a net income of 
$l,r>00. Married couples must 
file if their combined gross 
income amounts to $5000 or 
net income of $3000. Net in 
come is taxable income be 
fore deductions for personal 
cxemtpions and dependents. 
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Most married couples will 

save money by filing a .joint 
return. This "splits" their in 
come and puts them into the 
same bracket each would be 
in if he had received half or 
the total income.

Rdmember that half of the 
salary which the husband 
earns in California and other 
community property states 
should be reported in the

wife's return if separate re 
turns are filed.

A common mistake is the 
filing of a separate return by 
a wife who had a small in 
come. If the wife files a sep 
arate return, she is not per 
mitted to file another return 
jointly with her husband. Nor 
is her husband allowed to 
claim an exemption for the 
wife on his separate return.

ft ft ft
There are unusual cases, 

however, such as those involv 
ing capital losses, in which 
seperate returns might result 
in a saving. If there is a pos 
sibility, it is best to figure 
your tax both jointly and sep 
arately before deciding which 
way to file.

The instructions that come 
with your tax forms give fur 
ther information. Help is also 
available from the Internal 
Revenue Service and the Cali 
fornia Franchise Tax Board 
which urge you to consult a 
properly qualified advisor if 
you need outside assistance.

Law in Action

Parents' Support
Parents have a legal duty 

to support their children, and 
adult sons and daughters to 
support parents who cannot 
care for themselves.

Failure to do so can be 
come a crime.

Hut if a parent abandoned 
the child under 16 years old, 
tho adult son or daughter 
later cannot be forced to 
support such a parent.

v'l V .

The children's duty exists 
only if they aro able to sup 
port the parents. And if so. 
the state can, within certain 
limits, take the costs of the 
parent's care out of the grown 
sons or daughters' pockets.

A married daughter with 
"separate" property (which 
she had before marriage or 
got afterwards as a gift or in 
heritance) might have to care 
for a parent. Hut without a 
husband's consent, the state 
cannot take money for such 
support out of community 
property (what either or both 
earned after marriage).

Needy persons over sixty- 
five years may get "county" 
aid which the federal, state, 
and the county governments 
pay for, even though adult 
children can support them. 
Hut if so, the government 
may want and can got repay 
ment in whole or part up to 
$11)5 |>er month.

The stale may also call on 
adult children to pay up to 
$178 a month for parents' 
support and care in a state 
institution.

Under the Old Ago Secur

ity law persons over sixty-five 
years can be "needy" even 
with some income and prop 
erty, but parents without Old 
Age Security can got support 
from "their children only if 
they are "unable" to support 
themselves.

A person can get social se 
curity which rests on how 
much, for how long he has 
paid in even though he is 
not needy and can support 
himself.

Many states use "uniform 
enforcement of the support 
laws" to reach persons who 
duck their legal duty to sup 
port a parent or child in one 
state by fleeing to another.
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"This typo of punishment, 
If properly applied in our 
schools, might solve some of 
our delinquency problems."  
Judge Francis A. Cochran, 
Van Nuys, dismissing assault 
charge against teacher who 
kicked student in seat of 
pants.

"Learning i* 'ho <">'>' capi 
tal a Soviet citi/en can assini- 
ulate." -Paul I). Kbrel, San 
I/irenzo school superintend- 
out, on return from Russia.

Future of Squaw Valley 
Poses Problem to State

llv VINCKXT THOMAS 
Assemblyman, OHIli District 
When exports disagree on 

nintd'i's up for legislative con 
sideration they frequently 
leave your lawmakers in real 
quandaries. A good illustra 
tion of how tanged up things 
ran got is the current contro 
versy over the future of 
Squaw Valley.' scene of the 
Winter Olympics in February. 

At'a recent two-day hear 
ing the Assembly ways and 
means committee delved into 
every aspect of the matter, 
from the salary paid to an 
executive of the Olympics or 
ganizing committee, to who 
should operate the ice rink 
on a permanent basis. High 
light of the sessions was the 
complete disagreement be 
tween a member of the state 
beaches and parks commis 
sion and a staff executive of 
beaches and parks about what 
to do with tho site after the 
games are over.

One urged that the State 
get rid of its Interests in the 
area. The other was equally 
strong in the opinion that the 
State should retain its hold 
ings as a State park, and buy 
out the private proper!v own 
ers involved to develop a 
completely rounded park.

Basis for the controversy 
goes back several years to the 
time when it was first sug 
gested that the state govern

ment should paricipale in the 
financing necessary to de 
velop the area for the games. 
At that time local promoters 
of the project to bring the 
games to California came up 
with fairly modest estimates 
of the total cost.

But we legislators found 
ourselves committing the tax 
payers of the Slate to a 
round $11 nu'Iion in direct ap 
propriations, plus perhaps an 
other couple of Million in in 
direct costs. Our ways and 
means group is very properly 
concerned with the uses to 
which this money is being 
put, as well as salvaging a 
considerable portion of it 
when the games are over.

The financing legislation 
which was finally worked out 
limited the power of the State 
to condemn property for use 
as the site of the games. At 
the hearing, the committee 
was strongly urged to have 
this restriction lifted, and it 
was suggested that this be 
done at the 1960 special ses 
sion to enable prompt action 
by the State in buying addi 
tional land needed for a fully 
developed park.

Opposition to the use of the 
area for a permanent state 
park was based upon a num 
ber of important factors. 
First, it was argued that such 
a park would never be a prop 
er part of the park system 
because it would provide only

specialized facilities for a lim 
ited portion of California's 
total population.

Next, it was stated that the 
addilional millions required 
for full development would 
dissipate recreation funds 
just when revenues needed 
for more and better parks are 
diminishing sharply because 
the State's oil royalties have 
fallen way below estimates. 
Thirdly, it was contended that 
even if a full park were con 
structed, revenues from it 
would repay only a minute 
part of the state investment.

Supporters of the park proj 
ect maintained just as strong 
ly that it would be a proper 
addition to the state system, 
tha revenues would be sub 
stantially higher than for 
most other state parks, and _^ 
that action should be startc^*"* v 
soon to acquire needed prop- " ' 
erty. To a certain extent, 
their arguments were contra 
dicted by the principal prop 
erty holders, who repeated 
their refusals to soil to the 
State.

There seemed to be only 
one element on which there 
was general agreement. That 
was the fact that the entire 
facility, ski lifts, arena, rink, 
and lodges be operated by a 
single management, perhaps 
on a concession basis, regard 
less of whether it Is made a 
permanent park.

'Studied Optimism' Key 
To Business Prospects

By REYNOLDS KNIGHT
The nation's economy has 

entered the 1960s under a full 
bead of steam, conforming to 
rosy predictions for both the 
new year and the full decade.

But the average citizen is 
perhaps more interested in 
what's ahead for the next 
year or so   "the foresee 
able future." Businessmen 
generally agree that this per- 

  iod is likely to bring solid eco 
nomic progress, spurred by a 
number of strong points.

First, both businessmen and 
consumers are optimistic; 
their buying moods will keep 
the economy moving at a 
brisk clip. Happily, there is 
little- evidence of any rush 
buying to beat a sharp rise in 
prices; no significant infla 
tionary trend is expected. 
The steel strike's end was 
welcome news.

ft ft ft
Certain forms of business 

spending will create new 
jobs and increase payrolls. 
The advertising field, for ex 
ample, expects about 10 per 
cent more business this year. 
Business spending on re 
search and development will 
be up in many industries. 
Government spending   fed 
eral, state and local will in 
crease, possibly to more than 
$140 billion overall in 1900. 
The prevailing climate is one 
of studied   not emotional   
optimism.

vV Vr )Y
Good news for every con 

sumer comes from Halph W. 
Burger, president and board 
chairman of The Great At 
lantic and 1'acific Tea Co. He 
predicted that food prices 
"will .bis similar to or slightly 
below" 1959 levels.

The A&P official also noted 
that 1959's easing in food 
prices came at a lime when 
the overall cost-of-living in 
dex inched ahead to an all- 
time high.

There will be a loveling-off 
in new store openings, and a 
decline in giveaway schemes 
and other promotional sales 
gimmicks, Mr. Burger said.

i''ood stores will give con 
tinued increased attention to 
convenience foods, such us 
frozen and ready-mix pro 
ducts, "With the prospects 
bright for a continuation of 
personal incomes, there is 
every reaso i to believe that 
convenience foods will com 
mand more and more shelf 
space," he adds.

A mood of temperate op 
timism for 1960 and 1961 pre 
vails at Republic Aviation 
Corp., maker of F-105 jet 
fighter-bombers.

This company entered I960 
with a backlog of ,1i500 million 
in orders; production of its 
supersonic1 F-105 is set at 
least through 1962, notes 
Mundy I. Pi-ale, Republic 
Aviation president, The fu 
ture also will sue major ef 
forts aimed at speeding the 
company's transition to astro 
nautics.

Republic lias earmarked

$12 million for additional fa 
cilities and personnel expan 
sion at its Research fnd De 
velopment Center during 
1960, Mr. Peale discloses. The 
center expects to accelerate 
work in such areas as space 
environment, re-entry simu 
lation, and studies relating to 
establishment of a manned 
observation post on t h e 
Moon.

For the auto industry, I960 
will be a year of decision as 
makers of imported and do 
mestic cars alike gauge the 
first meaningful results of the 
launching of the American- 
made compact cars. How will 
this affect the revolutionary 
sales uptrend already enjoy 
ed by small, imported cars?

An official of Renault, Inc. 
says the American "com 
pacts" will help such import 
ers as Renault because they 
will "help quicken,motorists' 
interest in all economy cars," 
speeding "growth of public 
recognition of their advan 
tages."

Significantly, adds Renault's 
Robert E. Valode, vice presi 
dent and general manager, 
Renault dealer sales increas 
ed in October, introduction 
month for some American 
compacts, and closed 1959 by 
topping company forecasts 
for the year.

Valode says that he "con 
fidently" expects import, sales 
to continue upward in 1960.

Gas appliance and equip 
ment makers expect sales of 
most of their products to 
equal or top 1959, when rec 
ords were set for sales of 
built-in ranges, furnaces, boil 
ers and automatic water heat 
ers.  

Further, says the Gas Man 
ufacturers Assn., shipments 
of built-in gas ranges will lead 
the way percentage-wise with 
a 19.3 per cent jump over 
'59. Warm-air furnace and 
boiler shipments will post 
gains of 0.5 and 3.3 per cent.

"Most divisions of the in 
dustry visualize increases de 
spite the fact that new hous 
ing starts may decline In tha 
new year," notes Edward R. 
Martin, the trade' group's di 
rector of marketing and sta 
tistics. GAMA members are 
counting heavily on the home 
modernization market to keep 
the picture bright.

Ceramic tile makers' plea 
sure over the high construc 
tion year of 1959 was dimmed 
considerably by the fact that 
imports of that product 
"blockaded what could have 
been a year of major expan 
sion," according to the Tile 
Council, representing manu 
facturers who make around 
90 per cent of the United 
States' output.

The potential for a doubl 
ing in tile sales exists In tha 
new decade "if domestic man 
ufacturing standard;, can ba 
maintained," says Peter fl. 
Johnson, president-elect ot 
the Tile Council. Noting Im 
ported tile took about 20 per 
cent of the domestic market 
in 1959, Johnson says:

"At a steadily increasing 
rate American manufacturers 
are seeing their domestic 
markets taken over by im« 
ported tile."

lie urges tariff revisions or 
quotas to "base foreign-do- _ 
meslic competition more firm-'M*. 
ly on conditions of relative  . 
wage standards of foreign and 
domestic workers."
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