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State Studies Ways to Reduce Adult School Frills, Expenses
By VINCENT THOMAS

Assemblyman, 68th District
A perennial poser which

haunts our legislative labors is 
the adult education program.
Fiercely defended by its sup
porters, it is subject to equally
violent attack by those who
claim most of it is a waste of
taxpayers' money. We legila-
tors arc strictly in the middle,
and must bear up under a bar
rage of pro and con argu
ments.

One important cause of our
troubles is that adult classes
are offered on four different
levels, high school, junior col-

lege, state college, and univer
sity. This has resulted in dupli
cation of subjects and classes.
with consequent competition 
for students as well as stale
and local funds. Recently a
subcommiteo of the Assembly
Interim committee on educa
tion held a hearing to investi
gate the possibility of elimin
ating duplication, wiping out
frills, and reducing state aid.

* * o

NOT TOO MANY of us are
aware of the vast proportions
of the adult education system.
I confess I was a bit startled
when told that more than

458.000 persons were enrolled
in adult classes at the high
school and junior college levels
alone at the last co\mt, plus an 
additional 00,000 to 70.000 it
state colleges and in university
extension. And these figim-.-;
include only those taking loss
than ten hours of classes per
week.

State aid for adult education
in high schools and junior col
leges has been budgeted at al
most $11 million this year.
How many more millions arc
involved at the colleges and
and university cannot be de-
temined easily, but the net

assistance might threaten the 
program, at least so far as uni
fied, high school, iind junior 
college districts are concerned. 
They reported that many em 
ployed persons use fie adult

cost to taxpayers has been un- education classes as a moans
officially estimated at at least
S2 million. Those costs do not
include amounts spent from 
local funds for adult classes.

 >   *
ENROLLMENT IN aduM

classes is sky-rocketing almost
as rapidly as enrollment of
youth In regular school class
es. One district renortcd an ln>
crease of almost 60 psr cent in
seven years, an dniany others-
report growth at least as great.

1/oaders in adult education
who appeared before the sub
committee expressed their fear
that any cut in state financial

of further loc'iim-il nr profes
sional trainin;;. M;im of Cali
fornia's up-to-dati' and progres 
sive industries, such qs elec
tronics, chemicals, and guided
missiles depend upon adult
classes for continuous, off-thc-
job instruction of their work
ers to keep up with rapid ad
vances in technology they con-
lend. Equally, employed indi
viduals seeking to acquire pro
fessional status use the pro
gram to pick up needed
credits.

* *  
THE MATTER of so-called

frills, such as courses In tap 
dancing, finger painting or the
like, was not touchcM upon iit 
this preliminary meeting. How 
ever, one \vitncss did state
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devoted to crafts or other sub- '".'u,.'. ^'5i!'. ..'".' .!'"' *.''?.:. ..N"i'".'"!!i
jects not connected with work
ing for a certificate, diplonui,
or degree.

Thep roblcm of duplication,
or near duplication of courses
in the same field by institu
tions servfng the same areas,
was explored at some length.
Adult educators admitted that
it does exist, and agreed that
it should by kept to a mini
mum. It is a continuous job to
prevent duplication, one wit
ness said, and close coordina
tion between alt adjacent dis-
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tricts must be maintained to
prevent it.

Once again, it looks as
though one of our committees
is engaged in studying a hot
topic". It will probably make'
our days warm at the next
regular session.
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VIRGIL By Low Klclt

SUPERMAN

ARE SOU COrAING 
TO MV BlffTWOAV

/^
/ IT'S A ~->v SUCCEEDED
 'COCKEYED >f WHERE EVER/
AAIRACtE, THArS JV. ONE ELSE 
WHAT IT IS .' ^ ( FAILED

MEEK, AAILDJJ AND HOW DID 
. HE DO IT* BV 

CLARK KENT,PRETENDING HE
THAT'S "
WHO/ J*O THAT'S HOW

WHO HAS NEVER 
GREW SCOTT.' ~TBEEN KNOWN TO LAUGH... 

IT'S UNBELISVABLE/J IS SCREAMING 
WITH LAUGHTER.'.

TO arr THE
PANKIN5 OP.
YOUR ure /

HA.' HA' is (TA ~^»Jrn'ornSfncomnip ')
tSOQHEi BIRD ? IS >. TH6 DAMAGE t DID TO *> 
IT A TOY PLANE? NO, V THE
IT'S swett UARK l memTr,
KENT.' WA.HA.HA

KENT *l/ff£0 
THE WINDOW

THEY CALL HIM "HAPPY 9AM 
CLARK. HIS SPIRITS RAISED, 

HEALTH IS BETTER,
OH, KENT, 
IF YOU 

ONLY KNEW
HOW 

FUHNY 
YOU ARE.

THE BILLION COLLARS WILL 
GO TO THE ORPHAN FUND, 

THANKS TO YOU KENT,' THE 
THOUGHT OF1 YOU BEING 
SUPERMAN WILL KEEP 
ME LAUGHING FOR . 
THE REST OF MY LIFE,

AND HE'S 
WORKING OKI 

HIS SECOND 
BILLIO

WHAT A MAD 
'INISH, FOR MY

PON'T BE TOO SURE.' "«SE
cirifMA c/rys SPENPINQ i
FIVE MILLION DOLLARS FOR I 
THIS MOVIE ,' THEr'RC PLAN 
NING SOME PUBLICITX STUNTS 
THAT ARE REAL EYE --.'a

FOR EXAMaE, YOU'RE BOTH GOING (/ HMM... WHAT * 
TO WEAR SPACE OUTFITS TO MAKE \PRESS AGENTS 
A TRIP TO CINEMA CITY'S STUDIOS- ) WON'T THINK UP 
ON THE FIRST FLIGHT OF THE ^4 FOR A S 
WORLD'S NEWEST SUPER-JET.',/?:/ HEADLINE ! ) ::

r PERRV. THIS 
COSTUME IB 

DON'T SBE WHY WS'VE ^RIDICULOUS.'
TO TRAVftL BXSUPER-JET ) I LOOK LIKE 

-JUST TO WATCH A MOVIE A A FEMALE 
&EINS FILME

RIVETS By George Slxta

FWALLY-7HBKE
WE WERE- 

IN THE DARK! 
I GOT HIM IN) 
HIS SEAT., AMD 

- J-  

WE PASSED THE CASHIER 
SAFELV, ELUDED THE 
M&NIA6ER WHILE HE WAS 
FIVIMQTHE POP-CORN 
MACHINE. By-PASSEP 
THE USHEKS.

HE SLEPT 
THROUGH

PICTURES//
I WENT TO /^
LOT OF TROUBLE

IK1 "- 'PLENTY OF 
INGENUITY

IMITATION
IS THE SINCEREST 
FORM OF
FLATTER"/...?

6EA50MIHQ?TO^THAT!S
MAN TO INVITE ME   SALT AIR IS GODC

RLD RYDER.'X UM-WVJELU I CM" "

WILL SEERANCH AS -ion
WOULt) HA^E 

C&VJBOYSEE.'

'i

RED RYDER

VtS,CHI<AKO.AO in 
UUCKT TO S£T A J. " 

VJITH tH\S RICH 6HIP
MISTERWMR.' 

ARE FORTUNATE 
GUESTS HERE O^
MISTER. BRlMO'S

JAPANESE GIRL WILL I SHE 6E FbOLETJ Bt 
BE USEFUL Tb US '  / tbDR.GE>5t)l06lTY.-- 
t\i* TOMI6HT HER A AS WAS COWBOY."
CAFE WILU6E

RYDER-'SHALL 
WE SEEK ZEE

I SHOW YOU
ESTE.ff.
LOOK. At 

THEE.S /AA.P <
OF JAPArt"
ZEE ISLAND OF 

HONSHU.'

6HIP5 AWTHIS HUGE
BnT WHY

HIRE. A COW BOY ft>R 
ATRIP TO 

ORIENT,

I ArA WEALTHT 
r^M SO WHY K>OT 
1 HELP WORTHY 

CAU'SE/

HERE AT KWOSATO 
THEY HAVE 
tWRYAH-0 CATTLECALLE-D KEEP IT EE6 OAPAWE6E-

Mf RA^CH HERE V IYA BEQIN^UV ^N
flA\SE KA^ IHOUtMD I TD SAMNT  ' tXl ARt 1 
TOrtSOFHAcY' /'AGEWERDUS. )

""/
S

BUTTHAtlSNOTAU!
ZEE JAPANESE WILL
WELCO/AE. A V)ILD\MEST
6Ho«.' TDU WILL

AS A BUSINESS 
nAR, 1 WANT 
YOU SHOULD SISrt

ONTRACT FOR.
OUR SERVICES' 

AHP ZEE NAME--' 
YOUR NAME f

V1HILE 1^ JAPA^ 
TbU WILL Ki&Et) MUCH 
HELP.60I6EHT) W 
MOST TRJJST&TJ /AAJ^ 
AY MEE.STE.R, EABA-'

CHIKAK.O SO 
HAPPY YOU HA\iE 

6UCH RICH AvJO
soot:

ITJIO ACLE.AA 
JOB- BOSS-- IT

HOW, 115 YOUR. 
HERE'S 

TH' PAPER  '
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