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EDITORIALS
Day of Many Meanings

Labor Day has many connotations for many people. To 
those who spell the entire labor movement H-OF-F-A, it 
may be a day of infam. To Jimmy, it may well mean a 
challenge to go after more power, to some, it's just a long 
week end in which to get themselves killed on the highway.

To a vast number of Americans, however. Labor Day 
has been a notable symbol of Man's effort to make a bet 
ter life for himself to enjoy just rewards for the work 
he does. There were times when it was difficult for man to 
ilo this, and the labor movement was the product of those 
{times.
J Today, the labor movement has come to a crisis. Suc 
cessful in improving the economic lot of its members, it 
is beginning to push others into the conditions from which 
St. has struggled so long to emerge. Boycotts, organizational 
{strikes, good squads, money hungry labor bosses all have 
case a sinister shadow on what should be a day of proud 
accounting.

The people of America have supported organi/ed la 
bor in its worthy efforts and will continue to do so. But the 
American people, and this includes a great majority of 
union members, will not stand idle while corruption takes 
over and greed threatetns the nation's economic and mili 
tary security. That is why Congress has been debating a 
strong but equitable labor bill.

If the '.(ibor movement cannot dean its own house   
and a jew dangerously powerful men have made that al 
most impossible— then the public will make it possible.

May this Labor Day mark the beginning of a new era 
in the union movement an era of progress, of self-disci 
pline, of dedicated public interest an era in which the 
working men and women can nyiintnin with pride and dig-" 
nity their vital role in our national life.

Utilities Ad Expense
When you argue with a government agency you are 

up against it.
That agency usually writes the rules, enforces them, 

acts as judge and jury.
Take the example of the electric utility companies in 

the hearing before the Federal Power Commission on their 
battle to charge certain advertising expenses as a cost of 
production for purpbses of fixing consumer rates.

An FPC examiner ruled that the only point of contro- 
cersy is whether the money was spent for advertising for 
discussion of a "political question" the public versus pri 
vate power debate. The FPC upheld him and has ruled that 
testimony is not admissable which attempts to prove that 
the expenditures were "ordinary, necessary, just and reaso 
nable."

The largest singlet producer of electric power is the 
government against which these privately-controlled com 
panies must compete. It seems to us that Congress is going 
to have to declare sooner or later that the elccric companies 
can talk about their competitors in or out of advertising 
Congress' failure to do so will imply that criticism of a 
government agency is against the law.

Reprinted from Editor & Publisher
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Dealers in Smut Send 
Million Pieces a Year

A million American boys 
and girls of high school and 
junior high school age may 
receive obscene literature and 
pictures in the mail this year, 
even though they neither 
wanted or solicited it, Post 
master Clara A. Conner said 
today.

The Postal Inspection Serv 
ice, she stated, on the basis 
of available facts has esti 
mated that dealers in smut 
are sending such materials to 
children at a rate of 700,000 
to 1,000,000 mailings a year.

"It is quite possible that 
children here in Torrance 
are unwittingly being carried 
on lists used by mail order 
pornography houses to solicit 
sales of their filthy mater 
ials," Postmaster Conn er 
said.

The local Post Office has 
joined in an intensive cam 
paign launched nationally by 
Postmaster General Arthur 
E. Summerfield to stamp out 
what the Postmaster General 
has described as "a vile rack 
et of huge proportions."

Using first class postage 
which protects the mail from 
inspection, filth peddlers 
send out lewd circulars by 
the hundreds of thousands, 
soliciting orders from young 
sters for obscene movies, 
photographs, comic books, 
slides and similar material.

"11 is shocking to realize," 
Mrs. Coner said, "that sales 
of such trash amount to half 
a billion dollars a year, by 
Post Offices estimates."

In a recent speech, she 
noted, Postmaster General 
Summerfield stated that po 
lice records and sociological 
studies show that a link 
exists between addicition to 
pornography and the increas 
ing rate of sex crime.

The Postmaster General 
also pointed out that juvenile 
delinquency and the distribu 
tion of pornographic mater- 
fids have been growing in 
parallel. A Senate committee 
lias reported that one out of 
every five boys in the nation, 
from ages 10 to 17, has been 
taken into court on a juven 
ile delinquency charge.

In investigations of armed 
robbery, extortion, emliex- 
y.lonient, and forgery, author 
ities often find that those 
guilty were early collectors 
of obscene pictures a n d 
films,'she said.

The Post Office has lent its 
fullest support to such legis 
lation, but commercialized 
pornography has continued 
to grow. It has doubled in 
just the past five years, and 
the Post Office Department 
predicts that, unless a con 
certed nation-wide "war" is 
waged against it, it will dou 
ble again over the next four 
years.

Until recently, the Post Of 
fice encountered great dif 
ficulty in bringing these 
racketeers to bay because the 
federal laws permitted prose 
cution only in the courts at 
the place of mailing. The por 
nography dealers concentrat 
ed   and still do   in New 
York and Los Angeles, where 
liberal court rulings over a 
period of time established 
virtual sanctuaries fro m 
which they could operate 
with impunity, Mrs. Conner 
said.

The Post Office in recent 
years urged legislation which 
would permit prosecution not 
only at the point of mailing 
of obscene material, but in 
the communities where it is 
received   where, Postmas 
ter General has put it, "the 
real damage is done, and 
where citizens have an oppor-

LAW IN ACTION

tunity to express (heir stand 
ards of morality and de 
cency."

Such legislation was pass 
ed by the 85th Congress and 
signed by President Eiscn- 
hower last year.

The Post Office Depart 
ment, Postmaster Conner 
said, is determined to use 
this new legal weapon to the 
fullest possible extent. It has 
already assisted in appre 
hending and prosecuting 
dealers in obscenity such as 
a couple   a man and his 
wife   who recently receiv 
ed a 10-year prison sentence 
in Boise, Idaho, following 
mailings made from Califor 
nia and Oregon.

To make full use of the 
new law, however, the Post 
Office makes it clear that it 
needs the cooperation of par 
ents and decent-minded citi 
zens throughout the nation. 
To help achieve this coopera 
tion, the Postmaster General 
and postmasters in every 
part of the country have 
launched a special program 
for nation-wide action. They 
believe that, if this program 
is successful ,the victimizing 
of children by dealers in 
filth can be stamped out.

History of Wills

"And," she added, "it is 
well known that almost all 
sex criminals prove to have 
u long record of obsession 
wiih pornographic niul sadis 
tic material. Children who 
may never be exposed to 'his 
material could nevertheless 
be victims of these distorted 
criminals who have been ex 
posed to it."

Congress, us far back as 
11(1)5, made it a federal of. 
len.su to mail obscene mutter.

Courts see that your inten 
tion or "will" as to property 
is carried out after you die. 
Before then you may revoke 
or change it any time.

Tlie passing of properly to 
heirs is one of man's oldest 
transactions.

As far back as the Kgyp- 
tian, Assyrian and Jewish civ 
ilizations we have wills writ 
ten and witnessed on papy 
rus, clay tablets, etc. In om> 
will an earlv testator left 
some of his propertv to his 
wife and named a guardian 
for liis children.

The Hammurabi code (2100 
B.C.) permitted a father by 
deed to favor his son.

Under early Roman law the 
head of a house rould tell the 
natrician nssnmblvhis wishes. 
but later Homan law I'nvorcd 
a written will (o keen the tes 
tator's plans secret until 
denlh. II also favored having 
a firm record of his wishes, 
not rest iin; on memory.

By 1200 A. I). Knt'laiul. 
where we got our law of wills, 
was unite well advanced: The 
church courts dike our on>- 
bate courts) supervised dispo 
sition of nronoriv n<T(irdii)(i 
In a "lestailieul" of lime tl>n 
!"stiiior wauled his properiv 
to go.

Church courts supervised 
personal property (movables 
like armor, or personal ef 
fects); land was passed on by 
wills which the king's court 
handled. Hence today we 
speak of "last will and testa 
ment" since English courts 
came to pass on both real and 
personal property, so that, 
one court could handle the 
whole estate.

English church courts had 
"executors" who carried out 
one's testament. To die "in 
testate," (without a testament) 
was almost like dying uncon- 
fessod. Sometimes the church 
in the interests of a man's 
soul could givt- some of Hie 
man's goods to others besides 
his family. Then as now, 
smile urooertv had lo be left 
In I lie surviving wife and 
children.

By the time of the Ameri- 
ran colonies, till' laws were 
well setl'ed, and law courts, 
railu'r than church courts, 
administered and distributed 
estates here.

Though some states have 
six'i'ial iirobate siirroi'nlo or 
ilnihaps' courts, Cal'fomin 
" uiii'rior courts handle all 
probate matters.-

There's Been Enough Digger
rmo Di a Full Size Basement

It's been a lieckuva week 
for gold-plated shovels in 
these parts, pardner.

First off. a bunch of Tellers 
got the idea to open up 
.some factories here and the 
shovelin' which went on be 
tween Monday morning and 
Wednesday afternoon would 
dig a full basement for a re 
spectable Cape Cod bunga 
low.

It led off ill the new 
AiKeseareh facility at 190th 
and Crenshaw Monday fore 
noon   went on to an an 
nouncement parly Cor the 
new Del Amo Medical Center 
(second phase), up lo Tom 
Koady Dodge-Plymoujh, out 
to Taft Alien Healty, and 
rush back in time to catch 
the shovel that bit at the 
huge n e w Magnavox He- 
search Laboratory (MHL) on 
Maricopa west of Cl-enshaw.

Things being what they 
were, we're not sure we 
didn't miss one someplace 
along the line.

This groundbreaking bit,

ai\ hough a symbolic thing, 
means a lot lo a city. In this 
case, the week's activities 
means several million dollars 
in assessud valuation which 
will come in handy when I he 
tax collector starts making 
his rounds, looking through 
windows to see how big your 
television screen is.

And with Torrancc's total 
tax load coming to a figure 
over .SO this year, these 
groundbreaking rites bode 
the time when the average 
taxpayer might look ahead to 
a lowering of his rate if lie 
can just figure out someway 
lo quit building new schools 
here and governmental pal 
aces in the Los Angeles Civic 
Center.

Things to Check On: Heard 
a citizen named Jack Long 
drew up to a stop signal the 
oilier day, stopped alongside 
of a lady motorist wearing an 
outlandish hat, and burst out 
laughing like he was wearing 
a feather shirt.

Made the lady mad the 
way we hear it and she

yanked off the hat. slammed 
it on the seat beside her, and 
looked resolutely .straight 
ahead until the one-eyed sig 
nal turned green.

After the holiday mashr 
we can ask Jack about it.

Also heard that a Marine 
recruiting officer was making 
a real pilch to a prospective 
recruit the other afternoon 
and finally got down lo the 
point where it was decided 
that the only thing that kept, 
the lad from signing on the 
spot was his car   he want 
ed to sell it first.

So ... the recruiter   
who must have been on the 
verge of making his quota  
ups and buys the car, signs 
the recruit, and lived happily 
ever after.

We've been meaning lo 
wander over to the recruit 
ing office and check on it. 
but we'll have lo put off now 
until after the holiday.

•if tV i.r

In fart, why don't we just 
put off the whole thins until 
after the holiday?

From the Mailbox
By Our Readers

Against Red Visit
Editor, Torrance Herald:

Most folks don't have the 
following information about 
that KrushcliL-v, so it is up to 
me to spread the news.

Several years ago I read a 
bqok which explained com 
munism. One chapter was de 
voted to the "Politburo." The 
members of this closed group 
were the big-wigs or the 
brain's inside the Kremlin. 
There were 12 in number.

It was slated that one of 
these men, Nikita Krushchev, 
has already been chosen as 
dictator of the North Ameri 
can Continent if communism 
comes into power here!

This is the man rightly 
called the "Butcher of Buda 
pest," who i,s coming here to 
visit at the invitation of the 
President of our beloved 
country.

There are none so blind as 
those who do not wish to see.

1 weep for the dyjng honor 
of my country. I grieve for 
the lack of moral fiber and 
lack of fortitude on the part 
of our leaders.

ANNE FICKES

Labor Day Safety
Editor, Torrance Herald:

Another Labor Day observ 
ance, the 77th, is just ahead. 
Once again our country will 
celebrate the outstanding

Concert Well Received
The Civic Symphony of 

Torrance gave their annual 
"Pops" concert last Sunday 
evening to an enthusiastic 
audience which comfortably 
filled the Civic Auditorium. 
The 65 musicians who crowd 
ed the stage played as if they 
were inspired. Their conduc 
tor ,Elysc Aehle, seems al 
most to hypnotize the play 
ers. They play as if they 
were members of the Philhar 
monic who rehearse daily 
and devote their lives entire 
ly to music. Instead they are 
mostly engineers, business 
men, scientists, busy house 
wives, etc., who can, at best, 
attend one two-hour rehear 
sal a week and who play be 
cause they love the music. 
Such devotion fully deserved 
the thunderous applause they 
received.

The opening work, the 
overture to "Anakreon" was 
given a clear, classical read 
ing by Elyse Aehle with the 
orchestra following her in 
every delicate nuance of the 
work. "Pique Dame" was a 
joy to the listeners especial 
ly the flute duet cahrmiiigly 
played by Ellen Freis and 
Jean Fenton. The brilliance 
of the "Brasses" and the sing 
ing quality of the strings 
were evident in "Mardi Gras" 
and the Waltz and Galop from 
the. Masquerade suite,.the lat 
ter also showed the fine 
wood-wind section to advan 
tage. This orchestra improves 
at each hearing.

Michael Malosek demon 
strated the mastery of a 
long, successful career in the 
cello solo "Hungarian IJhap1 
sodie" by David Popper, who. 
by the way, is the father of 
the famous Jan Popper of 
UCLA. Malosek's interpreta 
tion was true gypsy, ubiquit 
ous singing tone, as sweet 
and clear as honey, contrast 
ed with fiery, exciting speed.

The youiij 1. conductor, Eu 
gene Minor, .surely will have 
a brilliant future. He is gift 
ed, commands the orchesti"' 
well and makes an e.xcellcul 
appearance. Perhaps t h e 
modern composition by Uenj. 
Briten which he directed 
caused a modicum of confu 
sion for the audience some 
df whom could uoi be sure 
Hi.' ilisMinuiifcs were by the

composer or by the orches 
tra!

T w e 1 v e-year-old Ronnie 
Ilomm is a truly amazing 
young artist. With the great 
est aplomb, and a beautiful 
tone and technique he play 
ed La Virgen do la Macarena 
by Rafael Mendez. This was 
the very same composition 
which was played by its com 
poser on the same stage a 
lew years ago. Ronnie was 
unaware of this fact. Those 
who heard both gave Ronnie 
ample praise.

Preceding the concert Rev. 
William II. Schatz and Rev. 
William Roleder conducted a 
vesper service especially 
written for this occasion. It 
was inspiring. May we have 
more of these united vespers. 
They demonstrate a true 
Christian spirit. The hymns 
gained new beauty by being 
played by a double string 
quartette from the orchestra. 
Their beautiful tone and 
blending intonation along 
with the congregational sing 
ing gave a revelation of the 
beauty latent in the hymns.

This was indeed a magnifi 
cent finale lo all the fine and 
inspiring programs which 
have been heard in the Tor 
rance Civic Auditorium which 
now will become only a nos 
talgic memory. C.S.B.

achievements of the working 
men and working women who 
havo helped make America 
the greatest industrial nation 
in history. One of the ideals 
of working people throughout 
the count?:/' has been and is 
the prevention of death and 
tragedy, disability and hard 
ship with safer work, safer 
working places and safer 
workers.

Labor organizations have 
worked hard to promote safe 
ty on the job. Today, the Na 
tional Safety Council tells us, 
more than twice as many 
workers are killed in off-the- 
job accidents than in work 
accidents.

The Communications Work 
ers of America, Local 9506, 
reminds you during the La 
bor Day holiday period, our 
roads will be crowded with 
.speeding cars and impatient 
drivers who arc potential ac 
cident makers. Don't take 
needless chances. Drive at a 
sensible speed. Avoid alcohol. 
Watch out for the other guy. 
Make this' a safe and enjoy 
able Labor Day.

JAMES TRENT 
Publicity Director 
Local 950(5

"In industry, too much in- 
ellicieney often cupled with 
dishonostey eventually results 
in bankruptcy of the busi 
ness. In government it only 
adds to higher taxes."  
Henry Crown

"If nobody ever said any 
thing unless he knew what 
he was talking about, a 
ghastly hush would descend 
upon the earth."   Sir Alan 
Herbert

"Perfection of means and 
confusion of goals seem in 
my opinion  to characterize 
our age." Albert Einstein

"The only way to get rid of 
responsibilities is to dis 
charge them."   Walter S. 
Hobertson
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