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Legislator
Seeks Mail “'

From Voters

BY VINCENT THOMAS

Assemblyman, 68th District

1 have discussed very brief-
ly in past columns my apprec-
iation to those in my district
who have taken time out of a
busy schedule to write me
their views on pending legisla-
tion.
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Most of you have read of
J various problems confronting
the legislators through the
newspapers and have frankly
expressed your opinion, or
written for my opinion, and I
have been most happy to re-
spond with a frank answer
when it has been possible to
do so.
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Unfortunately, not enough
people take time to do this, or
are just not interested. To me,

‘Metallic Grey and letters from my constituents \
of fo Copper Tan act as a sounding board of \
—— COLORS: Red Yelw, Wit Pk, public opinion. And while I
=] TS e o The realize that members of the
_ legislature are elected to make

many decisions before them
during the session, we soml‘.“
times get “too close to the \
forest to see the trees,” and

welcome suggestions, ideas,
pro and con arguments regard-

ing various measures pending
before us.
»
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JUST AS AN EXAMPLE: A
bill which could have saddled
. school districts with baby-sit-
3 N tilr(xfs chgres — for three-year-
| olds and up—has been public-
FI Nido Baptist Volleyball TeamDowns Torrance i & st e
: press. Fortunately, the bill was

} El Nido First Baptist Church, jroad to the state tournament | game to Emmanuel Baptist and | killed in one of the commit-
| 4558 West 182 St., volley ball | with only one loss. winning over Downey Grace |tees before it went too far, for
| team downed Torrance Baptist| The girls volley team split | Church. it would be considered as the
Saturday, putting them on thela double header, dropping a| Palos Verdes defeated the|opening of a campaign to set
— | Junior High teams, but the |up nursery schools in all school

over all record for the com-|districts, and would have cost
bined teams has set an un-|the taxpayers millions of dol-
breakable record. lars. No one, not even a school

CALIFORNIA :
board member, wrote in op-

position to this measure. |
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products, and make various in-
creases in personal income
| taxes, hits everyone's pocket-
book, particularly the latter
tax. Yet the mail from home
supporting or oposing the im-
position of new taxes was very
light.
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A The lack of communication
em' 130 .SARTOR! FAy SJas2 TORRANCE 2 | from - the public regardin;(‘
these and many other import-
b -~ ¥ $ 95 ant issues is somewhat fright-
cuou:: :“F"‘ ening. Is it apathy on the part
COLORE

of the people? Or is it that
everyone is too busy to express
himself in letters to his legis-
lator?
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JUST LOOKING at the is-
sues that have hit the head-
lines of newspapers last week
typifies what 1 mean—'‘Brown

" Urges $1.256 Farm Pay Bese”;
Fine Chinal $6,000 Raise for Judge:]és iér!r
G OI |I ’ ‘ posed”; “Increases in UC, Col-
mwm' leges Tuition Seen”: “Bill Re-
An a0 stricts Vets Tax Relief”; “Sen-
LABE 0"-‘” ate Considers (iancer Q\éac‘k
yors Measure”; “Legislature Gets
o ‘ Water Project Bills,” and
o o s it B CLEARANCE BARGAINS Two Watr Project Bl and
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We sometimes turn to “Let-)
ters to the Editor” column in'
our local newspapers for en-
lightenment on various sub-
jects, for these columns are
widley read. Often our qu-
| lishers write their own opin-
|iong in the editorial columns.
All of these are for public con-
sumption, of course, and are
| most appreciated, for newspap,
'{ ers are molders of public Oph,
‘ion. and have been recognize!

as such for centuries.

Many people 1 have talked
with say they “mean to write,”
but are somewhat fearful of
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| should. All I ask is for an ex-
pression of the thinking re-
garding legislation which
| would affect an individual, or
group, or industry. 1t doesn’t
| have to be typewritten—just a
one-page letter written in pen
or pencil.
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