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School Officials Say Torrance
System Meets National Standard |

How do Torrance high
schools compare with other
schools across the country?

Pretty well according to a re-
port drawn up by local school
administrators comparing local
practices with the recommend-
ations and figures contain in

the report on “The American!gon North High School hoyshhrn or four years of social identify them by the second

High School Today,” prepared
by Dr. James B. Conant, form-
er president of Harvard.

Referred to generally as the
“Conant Report,” the findings
of the noted educator, who
made his survey under a Car-
negie Foundation grant, were
presented to the city's board
of education last week.

tices at many high schools |
throughout the country today, |
and makes a number of recom-
mendations. Set forth is an
academic inventory (cheek list)
of things to look for in judg-
ing the instruction of brightest
students.
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ACCORDING to local school
officials, the comparison indi-
cates the following:

1. The three Torrance high
schools generally practice 18
of the 21 recommendations |
which Dr. Conant identifies as |
being the characteristics of a|

|
i

good comprehensive high
school. \
2. If Torrance High and |

North High had been included
in a survey of 23 high schools
studied by Dr. Conant, they
would have ranked third and]
fourth in the percentage of
brightest boys taking a m:xi-l
mum number of academic sub-
jects. Both would rank about
average in the number of
bright girls taking these sub- |
jects. (South High was not
compared, since it has noj
seniors this year), |

3. Comparisons of subjects
taken by brighter students at!
Torrance High and North High |
show that in 74 of 106 categor-
ies, local students took as
many or more academic sub-
jects as the average brighter
pupil in the 23 selected high ;
schools. In an additional 14|
categories, the local schools
ranked only slightly lower. Tor-
rance schools ranked consist-
ently lower-only in music and |
art. (None of the 23 schools |
in the survey ranked 100 per!
cent, .since different schools
tend to emphasize different
areas). !
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AN ACADEMIC .inventory
compiled by local administra-
tors, involving a comparison of|
classes taken by the top 15 per
cent of local seniors with those
taken by the brightest group
surveyed in the Conant Report
shows:

1. Social studies—Far more
North and Torrance High stu-
dents take these courses, parti-
cularly advanced courses.

2. English—More North High :
students take advanced English
courses than the Conant group
average; the number at Tor-l

trators: \
1. Does the school have a

250 to 300 students?
A—Yes. Figures vary at the

at least each 275 students.

2. Does the school provide
tional average. | an individual program for each |

3. Math—More North High (student? Does it decline, (as it |
students take advenced math should) to label students as
‘thnn the selected school aver-|college preparatory, vocation-
!age; Torrance High is slightly |al, or commercial?
| below the national average. A—Yes, in both instances.

. s oa . 3. Do the high schools re-

4. SCIENCE—For some rea- quire four years of English,

and Torrance High School girls | studies, one year of math, one
|take more science courses Year of science, and a “sign-
| than the Conant average. Tor- ificant’ sequence of electives?
Irance High School boys rank | A—Yes, except Torrance re- |
about average; while North |quires only three years of Eng-
High School girls take slightly 'lish. However, nearly all top
fewer courses than average. !students are counselled into a|

5. Foreign language—In be- | fourth year. Significant elec-
ltives include foreign language,

| ginning course, both North 1
High School and Torrance High ' art, music, business, industrial

dents than average. In advanc-  others.
ed courses, numbérs are lower
than average, except for Tor- | ability, subject by subject?

rance High School boys. A — Torrance does this by v

slow readers? Are ninth grad-
ers who read at sixth grade ceived one last week.
full-time counsellor for each levels getting special attention |
and special teachers?

schools, but there is one for made to catch poor readers be-

reading classes

. ! !special honors courses, and
Conant reports on the prac-'School have many more stu-|arts, home economics and|coyrges at El Camino College.

4. Are students grouped by | for next year.

8. Is special attention given board's information?

addition to required classes in
A—Yes. Every attempt. is Physical education and driver
training?

fore high school, but special

with bad reading problems are allow at least

available.' One high school is | Students to take seven classes |

trying to group poor readers)per day, starting next Septem-

in the same English-social | ber.

studies class. d ) thint ot
y advanced courses so that stu-

o (T the top three Per fCht dents must show thelr ability

ficult work?
A—Yes. A “C” grade is re-
rade. quired for advanced courses;
10, Are there special elective |2 “B” grade is required for
courses and counseling set-ups l honor courses,
for the brightest students? 14. Does the school district
A—Yes. Special committees | decline to rank its students
in each high school plan pro- (which sometimes encourages
grams for brightest students. I‘"'Em students to take “snap”
Also available for top students | courses)?
are summer school classes,| A — Yes. However, the
schools do rank students upon

A — Yes. Torrance tries to

11. Do annual academic in-|with “B” averages published

S entories (check lists) summar- | when grades are released?
6. Music and art — Fewer counselling students and by|, . l L

tudents at both schools take |Sefting up requirements for|
music and art courses than the |More advanced courses.
Conant average. North High( S5 IS each g given a

the programs of the bright- |

y the California Scholarship Fed- Tom Cavanaugh on
A—Yes. The school board re-  eration each semester.

16. Does the school have
12. Are there six periods in developmental reading pro-

gram equipment?
A—Yes.

| 17. Does the school board
A—Not at present. However, 'operate a tuition-free summer
for students Officials are studying plans to school, designed to help both
the brightest -slow and bright students.
A—Yes. Torrance has done

«this since 1947,

18, Do capable students take
13. Are standards set up for | four years of one foreign

language?

y ' A — Not at present. Until
the seventh or eighth grade? | before taking increasingly dif-'«gpy¢nik * schools had trouble
getting students to take lan-
guages beyond the minimum
required for college. However,
the district is moving in this
direction. Torrance offers four
years of Spanish and will add
the fourth year of French and (ican form of government and

German next year.

19. Are students required to |
- ‘take at least one course (divid- |

led by ability) in science?

A—Yes. One year of science
graduation, because many col- is required. Classes are divid-
Further plans are under study | leges require this information. ' ed according to student ability
15. Are lists of top students | and future educational goals.
20. Are home rooms organ-
ized to provide a good cross-
A—Yes. Announcements are | section of the community to

El Camino to Present

Free Concert Friday
Appearing in a program ol

Redlands Honor Roll
Thomas Lee Cavanaugh, who
resides with his uncle ' and | chamber music tomorrow at
aunt, Mr, and Mrs. Robert T.'8:30 p.m. in the Campus Thea-
Beck, of 3707 Emerald‘ Ave., tre, K1 Camino College, will be
has been placed on the honor |the Cosmopolitan Chamber En-
roll of the fall semester at.the | semble. The concert, sponsor-
University  of Redlands ' for{ed by the El Camino music
achieving a 3.47 grade average. department and the American
Cavanaugh is a senior at the | Federation of Musicians, will
university and is majoring in | be open to the general public

history. without charge.
He is a graduate of Torrance , The ensemble will play the
High School. “Trio. Opus 40” for violin,

French horn and piano by
Brahms, “Trio Opus 49" for
violin, piano and cello by Men-
delssohn and “Quartet Opus
25" for piano and strings by
Brahms.

tween brighter and slower stu-

ents?

A—Yes.

21. Is there a twelfth grade
social studies class to develop
an understanding of the Amer-

READING ABILITY
Almost 10 million adults in
the United States read with an
ability equivalent to that .of a
normal child in the fourth

the economic basis of our free
society, as well as helping stu-
dents to respect and under-
stand each other?

A—Yes. igrade in school.

SAV-MOR TV CO.

We are making service calls as usual while our new quarters are
under construction.

We will have our arand opening in. March at the same address
that we have had for the past 4 years.

| est students _for _the .school made of students chosen for|allow an under

.|| 2318 TORRANCE BLVD. CALL FA 8-6110

girls are an exception to the durable, permanent record of |
district-wide trend, however. ;h:_‘. d‘:"{h school courses and

7. Total number of academic | °

‘ A — No. However, students
subjects — Both schools rank | o0 opain transcripts for their
far above the Conant average | own use or that of prospective
in the number of students who oy o1overs unon request '
take from, 15 to 19 gcademjc| 6. Dyoel 'thf ﬂmeqde:o'ted to!
subjects during their high oy ™ composition  during
school careers. The only exceD- | g0 vears amount to about!
tion is the North High girls, po)¢ the total time given to the |
who fall somewhat below this | study of English? Is a school-
averssy. wide composition test given in
each grade?

A—Yes, composition is em-
phasized in Torrance, Nol
school-wide composition test is
given.

7. Are there varied programs |

. v .

“THE RESULTS of this aca-
demic inventory will help the
counseling staffs of the high
schools work on areas which
need special attention,” com-
mented Dr. Albert Posner, as- | amounting to about half a day
sistant superintendent. in the 11th and 12th grades for

According to the Conant Re- 1 course d ?
port, there are a number of| A — Yes. Torrance has pio-
things which a comprehensive | neered a work experience pro-
high school program should | gram, similar to, but not exact-
have. His recommendations in |ly like Dr. Conant’s suggestion.
forms of questions, along with |It is generally considered one
the answers to those questions of the best in the state.

"Bilders'ASupplg Center
5550 W. Manchester OR 8_3855

rance High is about at the na-

ROCKET

Cleaners - Laundry

Washeteria

Regularly 27¢ Each

Los Angeles, 15

’ §i;ag Rugs

Up to 25 Lbs.
Ea. ‘Additional

2%

Tracgside Special!
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UPRIGHT FOOD FREEZER

BUY NOW
& SAVE

® Saves space—takes less than
halt the floor space ot a com-
parable chest freezer

® Magwetic safety door

® 5 year warranty on sealed n
refrigerator system

© 9 position temperature selector

® 3 yoar food spoilage written

warranty 9 Position

. Temperature Select

Every Shelf

3
% Pl

Holds Over
350 Ibs, |

HUX10S

Bargain Train Special

2 WASH SPEEDS

2 SPIN SPEEDS  ©E

Lb. 25¢

SHEETS

C  Ironed Out
b of dundie

FREE

ROCKET DRIVE-IN PientyFree Parking
Complete Plaat—AN W ork Done an Promises
GARDENA VALLEY SHOPPING CENTER

CORNER NORMANDIE AVE. AND REDONDO BEACH BLVD.
OPEN 7 A.M, TO 9 P.M. — SUNDAY 10 AM. TO 6 P.M,

Filter-Flo®

Washer

BUY ON TERMS

® Normal Cycle for regular

tabrics

Second Cycle for
delicate fabrics

® Water Saver saves up te
20 gals. on small loads
® Holds 12 Ibs. of heavy

tabrics

Filter Flo® system filters
lint, sand and soap scum

@ TRAINLOAD SALE s

BRAND NEW 1959 GENERAL E

=3

Fumily Size Repiew 199 6.

2 DOOR

AT
FURN. CO.
LECTRIC APPLIANCES

Freight Car Buy!

tor

A
Famous G-E
Dial Defrost.

2 Porcelain
Vegetable Drawers

~J
N

Full Range Temperature
trol

Con

Full Width Chille: Tray
Holds 14 Lbs.
Magnetic Safety Deor
Removable, Adjwetable
Shelves

Butter Compartment and ow.-o:raosr

Son Ragk WITH MAGNETIC ——"
) ; SAFETY DOOR =

Bulk Purchase Bargain

1959 SWING-OUT SHELF
G-E REFRIGERATOR-FREEZER
COMBINATION

]

© Swing-Out Shelves adjust
up or down with push-
button ease; each shel
holds over 80 pounds.

® Straight Line design
allows flush installation.

© Adjustable Removable Door
Shelves for easy cleaning.

© Magnetic Safety Doers
eliminate troublesome
latch problems.

® 5.Yr, Warranty on sealed-in

refrigeration system

NOTHING DOWN

1st Payment Not Due ‘Till May

TRY-IT

23027 SO. AVALON BLVD.

Furniture Co.

IN AVALON CENTER
SHOPPING CENTER

TE 4-1212
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