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"LIDITORIALS
I'hie Story of Dope

The insidious spread of the narcotics evil in this area
f California was never more sharply emphasized than
uring the past week which saw the arrest of more than
alf a hundred teenagers and young adults on various
ope charges.

Young adults barely out of high school, and students
»s young as junior high age, were caught in the web as
fficers moved swiftly on information they received about
‘reefer” parties.

While most of the young persons rounded up i the
\rea-wide raids probably have done nothing worse that get
heir kicks at a marijuana smoking session, that is recog-
nized as Step One on the road to dope addiction.

Marijuana in itself has been described as virtually
Jarmless, but it doesn’t stop there. Something new is_ need-
»d when the “reefer” kicks are no longer thrilling.

That's where the pro steps in. He just happens to have
a little diluted heroin or other narcotic agent, plus a few
of the assorted barbiturates which are floating around
today and it's the same old story.

The story also points up the results of the fuzzy think-
ing on the part of highly placed officials who believe that
the peddler can be slapped on the wrist and put out on the
streets again with little danger to society.

Members of the Elks Clubs of the Torrance-Gardena
area have proved to these officials that the citizens of
California do not believe the dope peddler is entitled to
any leniency.

More than a million Californians have signed petitions
circulated by Elks asking the Legislature to enact laws
calling for a minimum sentence of 30 years on conviction
of selling dope.

The Elks are in for rough sledding on their campaign,
because they will be fought by judges, do-gooders, and
fuzzy thinkers who don’t want such minimums set.

Even Attorney General Stanley Mosk, who endorsed
the Elks program and commended them on their stand
last year, has apparently changed his mind now that he is
in Sacramento.

As long as the peddler can go about his business with
the minimum risk, we will have our teenagers pulled into
the ranks of addicts—in fact, it will get worse.

And, this week's arrests proved that it isn't always
“the other fellow.” Some of the arrests were right at our
doorsteps.

The Big Tax Hunt

1t is difficult to understand how, in times of the great-
esa prosperity this nations has ever known, hat one of the
most prosperious states, our own California, is being forced
to look behind every bush for sources of revenue to bolster
the finances of a state government that is headed for the
red ink bottle.

Last year's ic r ion lowered r to all
government to some degree, even the Torrance government,
but today’s financial worries in Sacramento go far beyond
that.

The state is set up to spend more money than it re-
ceives, and is dipping into reserves to meet the demands.

This is not a healthy situation, whether in your own
personal bank account, or on the level of state government
—especially during a period of prosperity.

A clue to some of the state’s problems might be seen
in the operations of the local Department of Motor Vehicle
office, however, if it is typical of other state functions.

Checking complaints about auto registration facilities
at the local DMV branch this week, HERALD reporters
made several trips to the office. On the surface, at least,
the complaints appear justified.

The number of employes standing behind the counters
in the general office area ingly without assi t
seem a terrible waste of taxpayers' money to many persons
who had stood in the long lines for the better part of an
afternoon to get to one of the windows.

Maybe it takes this many “behind the scenes” em-
ployes to properly staff the office, but that will be hard to
sell to the leg-weary motorist.

If the same staffing situation exists in other state
offices, a major target for ecenomy seekers is right at hand.

Opinions of Others

While the big majority of American people and all of
the businesses are heavily taxed by the federal government
on their incomes, there is one type of organization that gets
by without so much as a token payment, These organiza-
tions are the labor unions. While their incomes dwarfs
many so-called big businesses, they pay nothing to the fed-
eral government in taxes on that income.—Naples (Tez.)
Monitor,
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Think it Through SQUIRREL

Senator Harry F. Byrd says
that Congress has lost control
of the nation’s purse strings.

Perhaps you have heard of
the “one-eyed banker” who
went to the doctor for a
check-up.

Finally came the doctor’s
verdict, “You're a sound as a
dollar!”

“Holy Ike,” exclaimed the
banker, “as bad as that!” And
he fainted dead away!

*. %

The Big Government boys,
who frame our laws and toss
our $'s away like confetti, re-
mind me of a bunch of 1875
drunken cowboys in town to
spend their pay checks.

Tl bet my Sunday shirt
that in five years the $'s you
now have will only be worth
15 cents, unless Congress re-
captures control of the public
purse. The Government must
stop -is fiscal follies. Let’s
hope for some sanity and a
better tomorrow. Read article

“Pardon me—lady—haven’t
we met somewhere before?”

in the January “READER'S
DIGEST,” entitled “DO YOU
WANT . A 10 CENT DOL-
LAR?”

* ¥ *

Under Roosevelt and Tru-
man, the value of the $
melted away like snow in a
January thaw. Under Eisen-
hower, depreciation goes
right on. We continue to send
billions to all corners of the
world in the belief that the
safety of our nation and the
free world can rest on depre-
ciating money.

The truth is that the safety
of the free world depends on
the economic health of the
United States, which can con-
tinue only if the $ stops
melting away.

Remember: Stalin said that
the Reds would bankrupt the
United States.
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“Socialism is indeed the
great leveler. But the fact
that the leveling i§ always
downward seems to escape
most theoretical socialists.”
—Leonard E. Read.

* N

“Inflation is a hidden tax,
with no exemptions or deduc-
tions. It is the cruelest tax of
all, because it falls on the
poorest the hardest."—Sam-
uel B. Pettengill.

LAW IN ACTION

Contract

Everybody rightfully gets
eloquent over our freedoms
of speech and religion, but
few do so over the right of
contract.

‘“Contract” suggest a stuffy
document full of “whereases.”
Yet every Californian has
made hundreds of contracts;
he buys groceriés, hires a
baby sitter, subscribes to a
paper. All are contracts.

A contract is merely an en-
forceable agreemnt between
two or more parties to do or
not to do some thing. .

Most contracts are not in
writing, When you tell the
gasoline station attendant to
“fill 'er up,” you've made
yourself a binding contract to
pay for the gas.

But some contracts by state
law must be in writing, for
instance contracts to sell
land, or a car.

Even if the law does not *
call for a given contract to be
written, it is prudent to write
out the terms. Word of
mouth contracts are hard to
prove, easy to forget, and
make, for misunderstandings
and hard feelings.

Remember in writing a
contract to put in ALL in
writing, every promise or
provision. Don't be led astray
by such,remarks as “We do
nnot have ot put that in, it's

Rights

understood anyway.”

If you have to sue, the
court will look only at writ-
ten words, and only in rare
cases will it allow you to
prove that important provi-
sion by evidence outside the
document.

Don't sign a blank contract.
See that all its term and re-
quirements are fully under-
stood and that they are writ-

ten in black and white. Never/

rely on the other person’s
sayso. Above all, don't let
anybody rush you or say that
you don't need to rad what
you are signing. Nobody can
do much for you after you've
signed, But your lawyer can
help you avoid trouble., Con-
sult him always before you
sign an important paper.

NOTE: California lawyers offor

this column so you may know about

The Old Timere-

“A neighbor is someone
who knows more about your:
affairs than you do.”

CAGE

Sax Elliott, the noncon-
formists of the basketball
world, may not be as extreme
in some of his approaches to
his favorite game as many of
his critics have claimed. I,
for one, think he may put
basketball back into the
prime attraction it once held
for Americans.

Elliott, who coaches at Los
Angeles State College, has
gained national publicity for
some of his unorthodox en-
tries into the game: He has
put his players on six-inch
high sponge rubber shoes;
shunted referees into a room
away from the game and let
them call the plays from a
closed circuit television set-
up; and suspended referees
above the floor and let them
look down on the play from
their special aerie; and has
advocated much more. He
says maybe what the game
needs is all-black balls with
white dots, or candy-stripped
game balls.

Or, he said recently, how
about letting a player shoot
at either basket—possibly a
moving basket that would be
activated by the noise of the
crowd.

I think Elliott is going to
gain support for some of his
innovations as he continues
to seek ways to enliven the
game of basketball—or whis-
tle-ball as they're beginning
to call it now.

FROM OUR MAILBROX

by Our Randars

Good Deed Returned in Kind

Editor, Torrance Herald:

Nothing is more stranded
than an inefficient woman
who cannot change a tire or
a wheel. And nothing is more
frustrating than to watch
people go by at 50 miles an
hour and pay you no mind as
you stand beside your car
and look sadly at the flat
tire. And being a Red Cross
publicist and on one's way to
get a picture to a newspaper
for a deadline does not im-
prove the situation.

That was my picture last
Friday, stranded out on West-
ern, when after a wait of
some 20 minutees, a big car
went whizzing by, made a
turn around about half-a-mile
up the road and came back.

A pleasant faced young
man of about 20 got out and
offered to help. There was a
Torrance dealer’s sign on the
car and in my gratitude for
the aid, and trying to make
some conversation I asked if
he lived in Torrance.

The answer was: “Yes, or,
that is, I am home on leave.
Actually, I am in the serv-
ice.” .

I

This was too much for an
old Red Crosser. I immedi-
ately told him that I was do-
ing -publicity for the up-com-
ing R.C. fund campaign, and
in expressing my apprecia-
tion for what he was doing
for me I added that I hoped
the Red Cross had been able
to be of some help to him.
Thinking to myself that they
should surely have furnished
aat least a cup of coffee at
some port.

Imagine my delight whe he
answered with a broad grin
... “Sure, they did help me!
1 was on leave in-Japan when
my ship sailed without me. It
was the Red Cross that help-
ed me make arrangements
for transportation and saw to
it that I joined my ship at its
next stop.”

We smiled at each other,
friends because we had a con-
tact through Red Cross! Be-.
fore he drove away 1 remem-
bered to ask his name. He
said it was Jimr Reinert.
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Probably he is the sort of
boy who would have stopped
to help at any time. But I like
to think that the Red Cross
ideal of “people helping peo-
ple” had been passed on to
him when he was so far away
from home and needed a
helping hand.

1 think too, that Torrance
people who will be asked for

My Neighbors
I o

“My 'I:lhllﬂ has to be 8if-
t ots cl Y

contributions in the March
appeal for funds, will like to
be reminded that there are
boys from here in service all
around the world and always
the American Red Cross is
there also, to help in any
crisis which can arise.

MAYBELLE DUBERG

Lomita Annexation

Editor, Torrance Herald:

Due to a misunderstanding
during a telephone conversa-
tion, a Lomita paper on Jan.
18, 1959, published a state-
ment of Mr. Henry Mathews,
president of the Lomita
Chamber of Commerce to the
effect that the Chamber
would “not favor any annexa-
tion by Torrance at any
time.”

As the new board of direc-
tors have not met this year,
no definite siatement can be
made at this {ime. The policy
of the hoard of directors, as
set forth in a pre installation
meeting held Jan. 7th, 1959,
such matters will be turned
over to a committee for their
report on all sides of the
question and the board would
take such action as necessary
following the report of the
committee.

Mr. Mathews has appointed
Mr. John Traub of the Lo-
mita Branch of the Bank of
America as chairman of the
legislative committee for all
community, county, state and
national activities along this
line. It will be up to this com-
mittee to make it's investiga-
tion and report on the sub-
ject before the board will act.
This committee is now mak-
ing a study of the problem. It
will make it's first report at
the next board meeting, Feb.
3rd, 1959. Any information of
interest to the committee or
any one wanting to be heard
on the subject should be in
contact with Mr. Traub.

About two years ago, the
Chamber was on record for
incorporation of Lomita in a
sixth class city. The commun-
ity voted against incorpora-
tion eevn though they were
warned that annexation was
a threat to the way of life in
Lomita at that time. Subse-
quent events have proven
this warning to be true and
this is only another of the
same type. Again, whether
you want to believe it or not,
unless Lomita is incorporated
into a town to itself, this
threat will continue to be be-
fore us.

Now, the question is shall
we go into another campaign
for incorporation? Shall we
vote ourselves as a commun-
ity into Torrance or Los An-
geles? Or, shall we let either,
or all, of our adjoining cities
take what portion of the area
that appeals to them when it
suits their fancy? It's legal
and over a period of time, we
can be absorbed by any of
them, or all of them, whether
we want it or not. Unless the

. laws are changed, we are fac-

ed with this threat from now
on.
As manager of the Cham-

L {
bia in open spaces!”

ber of C ce, I can be
quoted as saying that the Lo-

Free Wheeler Ranks Thinned

The day of the fast-wheel-
ing, fly-by-night car dealer
has ended in California.

The State Legislature, in
cooperation with the automo-
bile industry, took care of
him with the passage in 1957
of Sections 204 and 205 of
the Vehicle Code—the dealer
bonding law.

Under Section 204, all deal-
ers, in order to secure a De-
partment of Motor  Vehicles
license to do business in this
state, must post a $5000 sure-
ty bond, as a guaranty that
no dealer shall “practice any
fraud, make any fraudulent
representation which will
cause a monetary loss to a
purchaser.”
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And Section 205 provides
that “if any person shall suf-
fer any loss or damage by
reason of any fraud practiced
on him by a licensed dealer
or one of such dealer's sales-
men . . . such person shall
have a right of atcion against
such deare” . .. in an amount
not to exceed “the value of
the vehicle purchased from
or sold to the dealer.”

Prior to enactment of these
industry-endorsed legal pro-
tections, almost any verson
with “an established place of
business” could obtain a deal-
er's license, without demon-
strating in the least any fi-
nancial responsibility to the
buying public, And hundreds
of car buyers were gypped
by sometimes unidentifiable

persons who set up shop for
the sole purpose of making a
quick kill in shady car deals,
then moved on.

While the amount of the
required bond— $5000— may
be considered small in rela-
tion to the volume of busi-
ness a dealer may do, it still
is a bond and gives substance
and identity to the holder.

o

Industry spokesmen and
government officials agree
that th new law has benefited
both the buyer, by protecting
him from fraud, and the rep-
utable dealer, who has been
subject to criticism and em-
barrassment through un-
scrupulous practices of fly-
by-nights.

But the car buyer, in order ji:

to dnjoy the full protection
of the law, has a responsibil-
ity, too.

The right of action guaran.
teed in Section 205 of the Ve-
hicle Code spells out this
buyer’s responsibility in no
uncertain ter.xs. And this
should be noted very careful-
ly by every buyer who at
some time may believe that
he has been damaged.

In granting relief, the law
warns:

‘... provided, such person
(the buyer) has possession
of a written instrument fur-
nished by the licensee (deal-
er), containing stipulated pro-
visions and guarantees which
the person believes have
been violated . . "

In the plainest of language,
it is up to you, the buyer, to
obtain in writing any guaran.
tee or condition which the
dealer may promise at the
time you buy your car.,

mita Chamber oi Commerce
is for the best interests of the
community, Whather or not
the board favors or objects to
a program, it will act only
after all sides have been pre-
sented. This question is no
different.

B. KENNETH GIBSON
Chest Grateful
Editor, Torrance Herald:

May I extend to you my
personal appreciation and the
gratitude of the Community
Chest for the cooperation
you gave to the campaign
just closed.

Even though we did not
raise the goal I hoped we
could achieve . . . we did
raise $10,125,400 . . . the larg-
est amount in Los Angeles
Communty Chest history. We

could not -have made this
progress Wwithout the help
you gave us.

The support of your news.
paper encouraged and open-
ed doors for volunteers. Both
the volunteers and I are
grateful.

STEVE BROIDY,
Chairman 1958-59
Community Chest
Campaign

Reviews Services

Editor, Torrance Herald:

As each year draws to a
close we pause to review the
services rendered to us dur-
ing that period.

The Walteria’ Business
Women's Club wishes to ac-
knowledge your service to
the community in publishing
a newspaper worthy of the
continued readership it main-
tains.

We are grateful for the ex-
cellent coverage you have
given our various activities
during this past year and the
gracious cooperation of your
social editor, Edma Cloyd.

LOUISE BIGELOW,
Publicity Chairman.
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“I know that taxes are
outrageous, but can’t we
PLEASE eat something be-
sides notatnes?”

Established Jan. 1, 1914
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