
Devastating Forest Fires Cause Part of Area's Water Problems
Wilier in Southern Califwnij 

Is BO valuable a commodity: 
thai more than 3244,500,000: 
has been spoilt to build aque 
ducts to Insure Los Anyelcs 
County a constant supply.

Although It Is the most ex 
tensive system of aqueducts In 
the world, the Los Angeles sy? 
torn brings only 470,000 acre- 
feet of waler Into the area 
yearly, or less than lialf of 
the 1.100.000 acre-feet current 
ly required, according to a re 
port made by Robert T. Bad- 
ford, chairman of the Los An 
geles County Watershed Com 
mission.

Itcpurt (liven ! | A chief means of maintain- 
The report, recently present-1 Ing tlle underground water 

oil to the Huiisc of Ucprescntn-1 *"»&* is thr,0"K l1 PrcservinK 
lives Committee on Interior"10 nrcas w lcrc llu' willcr 
and Insular Affairs, pointed ' ('" k'rs {hv so ' r 
out l hat U.'JO.OOO acre-feet of j l>la " 1 Ilel Ps 
waler from the underground j Chaparral, the highly flam- i 
supply are being used annually i mable vegetation that forests; 
and are replaced by rainfall at | the mountainous areas of thu ' 
a rate estimated at less than ; county. Is a prime factor in ' 
 100 noo acre-feet per ytar. 'replacing the underground ! 

Tliis indicated that 2.10.000' water. Roots of (he chaparral j 
acre-feet of water are being' make the soil porous to rain-1 
withdrawn each jvar than are fall and slow the runoff speed, 
bting replaced. Already this; providing an opportunity for; 
overdraw has amounted to water to be absorbed by th.j • 
more than 1,500,000 acre-feet, i soil. j 
the report said. Besides helping to maintain'

the underground water sup 
ply, chaparral holds the soil oii 
steep slopes firmly In place. 
Torrential rainstorms charac- 
leristic of this area sometimes 
bring as much as half of Hi' 
annual 10 to 20 Indies of wa 
ler within a span of several 
hours, according to statistics 
gathered at the San Dimas Ex 
perimental Forestry Station.

Floods Caused 
A deluge of this sort fre 

quently causes devastating 
floods of iinid, rock, and de 
bris-laden waters. Destruction 
of the chaparral considerably 
increases flood dangers. San

Dimas statistics Indicate that
211 limes as much erosion oc- 
cilrs on a biirned-iifr mountain-; 
side than on one covered willr 
natural growth.

This flood problem become.-; 
Increasingly .serious as the 
foothill regions of the county 
become more densely popu 
lated.

For these reasons, l.os An 
geles County and federal agen 
cies spent $1,002.1)70 in 1050 
on fire prevention and sup 
pression activities in local < 
woodlands.

A n o t h e r 8353,700.000 has ' 
been spent by these two gov 
ernmental bodies in a joint ef 
fort to construct a comprehen 
sive flood control program

capable of handling normal
slcinn waters. !

Strides MnnV
111 spile of creat stride; 

made by the fire .services in 
controlling watershed fir«> 
through nso of new equipment 
and techniques, (lie number of 
acres burned each year is 
alarmingly high.

The number of man-caused 
fires in Ihe woodlands are 
steadily on the increase. One i 
hundred one man-caused fires j 
burned 3820 acres of valuable 
watershed last year.

Natural causes lightning ; 
accounted for only three of 
the total of 104 forest fires in 
this county last year. Willful, 
intentional arson accounted for
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y Km* Chier Kcilh K. 
Klimer says four of Ihe lores! 

under his jurisdiction 
willful arson. He staled 

that while deliberate arson 
fires make up a relatively low 
percentage of Ihe total man- 
made fired, they are the most 
needless and disheartening to 
the fire protection service.

LAND SCKFACK
About 18 per cent of the to 

tal land surface of the earth is 
contained within the North 
American continent.

TORRANCE HERALD Seven

Couples Club 

Plans Dinner
The Couple:, Club of I lie 

Lutheran Cliurcli of tile Hesur- 
reelion will have a pot-luck 
dinner at 0:45 p.m.. Saturday^ 
in the Fireside room of till! 
church.

The club's presidents, oritf 
and Rucben Klammer. have a 
ranged an after dinner pro» 
gram of the Madrigal Singer* 
who will perform about 8:3(j! 
p.m. Guests are invited.

* !

OPEN NIGHTS 
TILL CHRISTMAS

ON EASIER TERMS!

It rakes just a tew minutes to open an 
account at McMahan's!

PC. SET 
SAVE
$2360

PKK'E $4S.SS 

Clt'AKANTKKI) rNBHEAKAIU.E

BOONTON BELLE

SERVICE FOR 8
$2995

Won't chip, crock or lin.-akt Pink, turquuler, 
\\M\fs and yellow. 8 dinner platen. 8 dessert 
plutcn, 8 ru>ii|> platen, 8 eup*. H saucers, veg- 
rlnblii serving illsh, lurgo plntter, c.ovin-d

50e DOWN   50c WEEK

M«terpleee
Dining Room
*1299S

Hi-impact plairic case, Rlayt 7", 1 0" or 1 2" records of 
all speech. Full-tone speaker. Light weight pick-up arm,

5 PC. DINETTE SETS 
$4995

riimulis Dougla* quality. 30x40" lahk. Kai 
to clean plnstlc top. In rhroinc or him k pla 
finish. 4 miltchlng chain.

75c DOWN   75c WEEK

FAJIOI'S EOLIP8E
"HOLIDAY"

MATTRESS

$2295
WHAT A GIFT! WHAT A BUY!

BRAND NEW NORGE

8' Refrigerator

A WONDERFUL GIFT! 
BRAND NEW ROUND BOBBIN ELECTRIC

Sewing Machine
• Built In Darner
• Numbered Tension Ola)
• Snap-out Race for Easy Canning
• Anti-Jam cut hook
• Automatic Bobbin Winder
• Sewn over pini

forward-backward
• Powerful motor
• Simplified foot control
• Instruction book Included

95

Now only

Regular $209.95 

$14988

44 Ib. Croti Top Freeier chest. Full-width chill 
fray. Rust-resistant »te«l shelves. Space-plan 
ned for more storage space. Shelves on door. 
Full width porcelain criiper. 2 ice cube trayi. 
Safely latch door. Porcelain interior. Norge 
"Fewer King" unit with 4 year warranty.

50 A WEEK
Famous 0-E

Toast-R Oven

She will tew and ta 
with this Otftl

Complete \vltli popular gam
table plim an extra dining utility table.

d 80" hlgll. 
ts plu> 21-pageGame client with 8 ga 

game book. MICROSCOPE SET
UIB« tfipU tunvt mttul mlcraicepl. Ntw Hthe0fO|ihid 
.1.. I I0bln.l. l.m.l magnify 70, 100 and 400 linn. 

., nd llld. mount-

,    75c DOWN   75c WEEK

50e DOWN! SOc A WEEK!

MODERN

Living Room Table
$595

«/ anil up

SOc DOWN

Magic Spring Action

Galloping PALOMINO
Sate, sturdy anil well mad.'. A beautiful 
horne. Fully innlilnl of tough 
plastic. Long-life springs. 
A toy Kiiurantecil to give 
them more fun

SOc DOWN   SOc WEEK!

'1°° WEEK 

COMPLETE 9 PIECE

Desk Ensemble
A iMauIItu!19" MODERN or 

TRADITIONAL
59"

UNIVERSAL

Automatic Blanket

40" Desk ulth ^ ilra\u-rh. 'Muli-lihiK clmlr with  ,' 
pllUlllc will. Dixll lulll|i and hlliiih'. Kli-ilrlo 
clock. I'm s,-l. ilok lil»lt<T. drill |iinl. Iniiul 
bliillrr junl 1,'it.r uprliiT. (hni.i- nf modiiu , 
I.lined Oak or l»lli Century. £

A full-uie automatic 
blanket. Sleep In con- , 
trolled comfort. Safe and ' 
worm. Choice of color..

50c DOWN 
SOc WEEK

Me M AH AM' S
F U R N IT U R E STQ R E S

SARTORI AT EL PRADO

$19
50* Down 
50* Week!

DOWNTOWN TORRANCE

(,uy Colorful

HASSOCKS
$095

 J Jlllll tip

FA 8 1252


