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Expansion, Change Seen 
As T Notes 75th Year *»

In tale 1881, when 26-year-
)1<I Samuel I. Merrill arrived

! In Southern California, l.os

of San Marino today.
It was, however, In the midst 

of a boom which had seen the_.-, . .. ..,.. -. __. .-.- 
Angeles was a dusty little ! population increase by 25 per : One of the city's l»t J ay-

1891 by Dr Janivs Nalsmiih, I the lack of operating funds, 
an instructor in the YMCA's [the availability of a superior 
Springfield (Mass.) College. land permanent .staff enabled

TORRANCE HERALD
  -   i frontier community of 14,000 cent in one year. 

DECEMBER 12, 1957 persons about the population! jjko many of the

,,»«^i VMC ' .,.,,« (-. n ,tn ii H ,,n '°" ' ° ° ' «
the old YMCA into outlying areas, and thegrounds was the old YMCA into ouliymg areas, ana me 

ncwcotn- athletic field on Stevenson youth program was the most

1957 City Taxes Average 
$16.20, Increase of

What makes taxes so high? 
There are a number of dif 

ferent answers to that ques-

as the fact that the assessed 
valuations were hiked as well 
as the tax rate.

tlon, depending on whose taxes I No property is taxed at its 
you are discussing. The biggest full value. One $16,000 house 
share of the Tnrranee tax do!- in Torrance, for instance, had 
lar goe to the Torrance Uni- an assessed value of $3850 this 
fied School District, El Camino i year, which was considerably 
College, and Los Angeles) higher than the amount on 
County. The city 6f Torrance I which the owner paid taxes 
gets about 17 per cent of the j last year.

An informal survey by thetotal amount collected.
The city's tax rate jumped j North Torrance Civic Improve- 

from $1.184 per SI00 assessed | ment Assn. showed that assess- 
valuation to $1.224 tlii« year.' ments had increased from 16 
On * $4000 assessed valuation, to 40 per cent among its mem- 
this would be an increase of   bers. with the average Increase 
only $1.60, but most people's about 27 per cent, 
tax bills went up more than Budget Increases 
that.   The rapidly-growing city of 

Taxes Increase Torrance (11,000 new residents
There was Also in Increase In the last year) saw its budget 

In the taxes paid to the other increase from $2,845,551 to 
government agencies as well S3.60S.59-1 in the past year, an

SIX NAMED TO SCREEN 
MAGAZINES SOLD HERE

Six members of the 10-man 
" committee to screen the so- 
called "girlie magazines" being 
sold In Torrance have been 
named, It was revealed at the 
city council meeting Tuesday.

Four councllmen name their 
appointees to the committee, 
and a fifth councilman, Nick 
Drale, said he would have his 
appointment next week.

Named by councilman were 
Dr. Donald Cprtum (Blount), 
Frank Kristufek (Benst&d), 
Mrs. Donald Hauser (Jahn), 
and Rev. William SchaU( Isen).

In addition to these named 
by the councilmen, two others

The Budget
ESTIMATED REVENUES 1957-58

Chairmen for 
Sportsman's 
Club Named

A. G. Koester, president of 
the Hollywood Riviera Sports 
man's Club has announced the

committee chairmen.
They Include: M. M. Kauff- 

m'an, finance; Henry G. Ben- 
rens, sports: Louis M. Regan, 
Scout; Art Dennis and Robert 
Surber, log; Surber, publicity; 
and Koester, membership.

Taking charge of the Sports 
men's annual Christmas tree

Eschandi. The lot will be at the 
  same location as last year in 
Riviera Village.

At last nights meeting John 
Balrd, special consultant to the 
Southern California Gas Co., 
told humorous anecdotes about 
gas c o m p a n y employes and

the more serious story of sup 
plying ever-Increasing amounts 
of natural gas to the expand 
ing Southland economy.

He also explained the future 
of gas supply in Southern Cal 
ifornia and steps being taken 
by the Gas Co. to meet the

this area.

increase of $763,000 or about 
21 per cent.

Of this increase, some $160,- 
000 or about one-fifth went for 
rubbish collection, due to the 
ban on incinerator burning. 
The city met this increase by 
charging all city residents $1 
per month for the previously- 
free service. This increase is 
not reflected in the tax rate.

Other large budget increases 
went to the Police Department, 
$140,000; Fire Department, 
$81,000; Park Department, 
$83,000; Recreation Depart 
ment, $50,000; Engineering 
Department, $36,000; Finance 
Department, $35,000; Health 
and Sanitation Department, 
$33,000. Most other city de 
partments showed smaller in 
creases in -budgetary appropri 
ations. One, the Building De 
partment, dropped $17,000 due 
to the decrease in building ac 
tivity here.

Salaries Rise
The reason for these in 

creases is mainly salaries Ris 
ing costs have forced the city 
to pay higher salaries to Its 
employes and the rapid growth 
has froced the addition of 
many new employes, particu- 
lary in the Police and Fire De 
partments.
Nearly everything costs 

more than it did a year ago. In 
addition, the city must spend 
$60,000 to hold its regular elec- 
ions this year, an expense 

which it did not have last year.
How'does the city propose to 

meet this $763,000 increase in 
Its budget?

Last year, the city's budget 
cost every man, woman, and 
child in the city about $14.25 
In taxes. This year's budget 
will cost each citizen about 
$16.20.

Of ' the $763,000 Increase, 
some $304,000 is provided by 
the increased tax revenues. In 
creased sales tax revenues will 
add another $100,000. Increas 
ed gas tax funds received from 
the state will up the city kitty 
by about $127,000.

. Refuse Charges
Refuse collection charges, 

new this year, will provide 
about $250,00 additional rev 
enue, although the start of the 
refuse collection program in 
creased the budget by only 
$160,000.

Parking meter fines due to 
stricter enforcement are ex 
pected to put an extra $15,000 
in the coffers, while moving 
violations will bring in an addi 
tional $24,000. Other city 
sources of revenue business 
and liquor license, franchise 
taxes, recreation fees and sub- 
sidles, and others also show 
ed small increases.

However, the increases were 
offset somewhat by a decline 
in building activity from the 

hall facility. He brought the' previous    peak year   1956

Taxes Current ...............................
Taxes Delinquent .........................
Taxes Interest & Penalties ......................
Business Licenses .......................................
Liquor Licenses .........................................:
Permits Building ......................................
Permits Plumbing .....................................
Permits Electrical ...........................-...:.....
Permits Sewer ..........................................
Permits Moving ........................................
Permits Variances ...................................
Subdivision & Building Hlan Checks.......
Court Fines General ..........................
Court Fines Vehicle Act ........:...............
flolor Vehicle License Fees ......................
tiiscellaneous Refunds ..............................
uditorlum ..................................................

franchise Earnings ......................... .>.........
ales & Use Tax .«........................................

rliscellaneous Income and Sales..............
)og License Commission"..........................

City Dump ....................................................
lefuse Collection Fees (Net) ....................
irking Meter Fees
:ecreation Fees and Subsidies ................ 30,000
!ngineering and Inspection Fees............. 50,000

of Clark's Market and Harry 
Petro of McCown Drug Stores 
who will represent magazine 
dealers on the committee.

Mayor Iscn announced at the 
same time that Jim Dandy Mar 
kets, Walterla Drug Store, and 
Frank's Liquor had agreed to 
discontinue sale of the maga 
zines listed on the police del- 
partment report as "objection 
able."

Details About 
Juvenile Hall 
Proposal Asked

Mayor Albert Isen gave 
notice this week that he doesn't 
intend to give up easily on his 
battle to keep a juvenile hall 
away from Torrance.

To gather information for 
his battle, he ordered the 
police department Tuesday to 
find out the size of the area 
desired by the county for the 
facility, the area to be em-

branch, and make a compila 
tion of the juvenile cases orig 
inating in Torrance during the 
past yejr in which the facilities 
of the county's juvenile hall 
was used. 

He also asked for a legal

Stanley Remelmeyer on the 
"city's rights" in the matter.

Isen previously challenged 
reported proposals of the 
county to acquire land in the

matter up several weeks ago 
and asked for a formal resolu 
tion protesting the plan.
this week is to be Included In

the pli 
be ln<

Various building permits ant 
engineering and inspection 
fees are expected to be abou 
$110,000 lower this year fisca'

the resolution, he indicated, year than they were in 1956.

VAM.EY OF SMOKKS . . . Torrance rrslilriils j;ul .1 dnmins.ration of why the Los Ange- 
1*1 Bull! ll called "'I' "Valley of Smokes," ulun I in- broke out In a (lure pit ut the (U-n- 
eral Petroleum Corp. Sunday. The fire resulted when smokeless burning equipment it 
the plant failed lo function, but (here wan no damage lo facilities or injuries lo person- 
Ml Illeruld Photo)

Estimated 
1956-57

. $1,188,951 
12,000 

1,500
.. 110,000 
.: 15,000 

90,000 
44,000 

.. 20,000 
13,000 '

300 
1,000 

12,000 
,. ' 24,000 
. 120,000 

373,800 
14,000 
2,000 

115,000 
550,000 

12,000 
2,000 

15,000 
20,000 
10,000

1957-58
$1,492,791

116,000
18,500
40,000
18,000

the crowded saloons, Merrill 
decided to do something about

8,000 I it. So on Jan. 28, 1882, he
4,000

500
1,800

12,000
24,000

144,000
500,000

10,000
2,000

147,000
650,000

10,000
2,000

18,000
270,000
25,000
35,000
40,000

$2,845,551 $3,608,591
'or Tax Purposes:
Total Secured (Land, Improvements, Personal 

Property & Public Utility) ..............................
less Contested ............................................

.$148,071,300 
391,720

Net 147,679,580
Less 2% Delinquency .................................. 2,953,590

.... $143,725,990 

..... 7,132,830 
Contested ........................................................ 1,356,690

Value for Tax Rate 
Unsecured Real & Personal Property-

Net ..........................................................
Less 2% Delinquency ........................

  Value for Tarf Rate ..............................
Revenue from $1.00 Tax Rate:

$143,725,990@$ft.OO per $100.............
$5,660,620@$0.981 per $100...........

$5,776,140 
115,520

$5,660,620

..$1,437,260 
55,531

$1,492,791

1957-58 ANNUAL BUDGET ESTIMATE 

General Fund
Estimated 

1956-57
... $30,592 
... 65,468a 
... 13,600 

28,612 
34,486 
13,967

lily Attorney ....................................
City Clerk ..........................................
City Council........................................
lity Custodian ..................................
lily Manager ......:.............................
lity Treasurer ....................................

DEPARTMENTS: 
Building ................................................. 133,842
Dump ................................................ 41,224
Engineering .............................................. 113,548
Finance .................:.................................'... '10,000
Fire ............................................................. 445,143
Garage ..................................................... 29,166
Health and Sanitation ............................ 98,200
License ....I.............^...................................
Paint .......................................................... 11,895
Park ............................................................ 249,128
Police ..:.......:......-..;..........:.....-.........,...... 517,216
Public Works ............................................ .
Recreation ................................................ 166,932
Street " . ....^...,..................................... 373,095
Street Lighting .............. ......................... ,60,768
Civil Service Commission .....'................. 10,504
Planning Commission ...................... 24,991
Recreation Commission .......................... 900  
Auditing . ....,............:..,......................;...... 4,000
Auditprlum ... ........................................ 4,850
Building Repairs ............................. ....... 5,000
City Hall Expense .................................. 14,076
County Tax Commission ..."..................... 3,300
Insurance Compensation ...........:.......... 35,000
Insurance Liability . ...........'................... 30,000
Insurance Other ............................. 7,000
Insurance Employees ............................ 15,500
Miscellaneous .......................................... 7,500

' Printing ........................................... 5,000
Civil Defense ........................................... 4,630
Chamber of Commerce .......................... ,14,000
Promotion ......... .......................... 6,000
Elections ........................................
Bus Operation Fund ................................ 8,000
Unappropriated Reserve ........................ 208,418

$30,695 
24,859 
22,925 
39,470 
49,523 
14,927

116,638
43,792

149,952
45,901

526,260
32,614

131,281
20,363
13,715

332,616
657,130
27,123

216,734
533,268
73,400
11,618

asked 20 other young men to 
a meeting In Trinity Methodist 
Church South and founded the 
Young Men's Christian Assn 
iW Los Angeles. He was elected 
first president.

That was 75 years ago and 
this month (December) the Y 
is winding up a year-long cele 
bration of its diamond anni 
versary.

The organization Merrill 
founded has grown into a 
sprawling YMCA of 93,209 
members, more than any Y in 
the world, with total assets of 
$3'4 million in 25 branches 
and five mountain camps. It 
serves youth in a 750-square- 
mlle area from San Pedro to 
San Fernando and from West 
Los Angeles to Montebello. 

Torranee Branch
One of the branches of the 

YMCA that Merrill founded 
was established 11 years ago 
in Torrance, which had previ 
ously been affiliated with the 
San Pedro YMCA.

From almost nothing, the 
Torrance YMCA has grown to 
a membership of 1500 young 
sters and 1000 adults partici 
pating in 78 YMCA groups. 
Another 4000 youngsters take 
part in various YMCA activi 
ties camping, day camps, 
Saturday trips, and other 
doings.

During its 11-year history, 
the local YMCA has grown 
under the leadership of four 
Full-time secretaries  , Ted 
Meler, L. Milton Isbell, Stan 
Roberts, and Joe Wilcox and 
one part-time secretary, Dick 
Brown. All five'of these men 
still live in Torrance.

The present secretary, Wil 
cox, has joined this year by 
another full-time man, Doug 
Cannon, and the'Y plans to 
add a third full-time man in 
March.

Quarters Cramped
Its quarters at 2080 Wash

five residence branches   
Downtown, Hollywood, 28lh 

______   , St., San Pedro and East T.os
In the early years the Y's Angeles serving a staggering 

principal service was to young! number of men in uniform, 
men who were newcomers to They ha(j to s|eep in loi,!,^,,, 
the city. and gymnasiums, but they on- 

The first general secretary, ' partlcs and dances scv- 
F. J. Culver recalled many > week wW ,e l]](, y 
years later that he workhad « USQ 
consisted primarily of 'relief

EARLY YMCA BOYS ... During the 1890'« the Los Angc- 
lei YMCA wrestling team wu far west champions. In 
those days, the YMCA was primarily for older younger 
men, but today It U for younger young men and their 
fathers. The Torrance YMCA, a branch of the Los Angeles 
Y, if one of the Writ to Initiate a complete father-and-son 
program.

activities In the care of sick

ern California from all parts 
of the world aa a mecca for all
diseases over 200 men
were laid to rest in Evergreen 
Cemetery..."

The work before 1900 gave 
the Y a permanence that en 
abled it to establish its first

ington^St. are getting rather i branch, now the 28th St. unit, 
cramped ''and the board of j in 1906. Then in 1908 the as- 
managers, under the leader- sociation completed -the pres- 
ship of Chairman Ben Smith,lent downtown building on 
is eyeing the possibility of i Hope St., then the largest
building expansion.

Although early YMCAs were 
primarily for older young men 
out of high school, today's om- 
phasize activities for younger 
young men still in school. The 
Torrance Y was one of the 
first to initiate a complete 
"father and son" program in 
which both fathers and sons 
belong to clubs, not the boy 
alone.

In the past 71. years it has
30,600 served many thousands of 

1,200 boys, girls and young people 
b '.[with a Christian program de- 
4,850 signed to make them better 
5,000 citizens.

19 458 An(' dur'n? those years the 
3JOO

40,000
37,500 

7,500
18,000
17,500

4,805
16,000 

d 8,800
60,000
14,400 

204,474

Total Operating Budget........... $2,845,551 $3,608,591
a-Included License Department.
(.-Included in Finance Department Budget.
(  Included in Council Budget,
d-Pub|ic Officers Association ................. $2,800

Community Promotions, Music, 
Advertising and Promotion ................. 2,000

Decorations and Advertising ... ........ 1,500
Torrance Area Youth Hand ............ 2,500

$8.800

TORRANCE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
1345 El Prado, torrance

I wish to be a "part" of Torrance's entry In the Tour 
nament of Roses Parade on New Year's Day.

Name ..................................................................................

Address . 

Donation

 ince been considered so Im 
nortant they have become 
functions of government.

School S'nrted 
About IBOt, for oxamolc, 

the- association started the 
YMCA Tprbnlral School, first 

night school In thn city. 
The Y's first malor hullrllni., 
on Fort St. (now Rroadwav)

Iructure in the city. 
Work Spreads

The second decade of the 
century saw the YMCA start 
its pioneering pattern of de 
centralization to match the 
spreading growth pattern of 
Los Angeles.

Work was established in 
East Los Angeles, Hollywood, 
and San Pedro between 1911 
and 1918. By 1928 the latter 
two branches and 28th St. had

Branches Expand
Th« post-war years hava

been marked by an expansion 
from 19 to 25 branches, a 110 
per cent Increase in the num 
ber of youth served and a 
struggle to keep up with the 
exploding growth of the city.

According to President Har 
old F. Whittle, who has held of 
fice since 1940, "We are now 
at work planning for the future 
in terms of the facilities and 
youth programs which will be 
needed to serve Los Angeles in 
the years to come.

"Our first 75 years are com 
pleted and we face only the 
future. But we must pay trib 
ute to the thousands of citizens 
who have worked and sacri

of our city.
"To all who had a part in the 

YMCA's history, we dedicate a 
forward-moving program for

completed major buildings, all i further generations of Los Am 
of which are still in use. i geles youth.''

During the '20s YMCA 
camping for boys, which had 
been Initiated before 1900 
with trips to such places as 
Laguna and Catalina, was 
given a definite pattern with 
the acquisition of Camps Little 
Green Valley and Round 
Meadow in the San Bernardino 
mountains.

As the pattern of decentrali 
zation gained momentum with 
establishment of the Wilshjre, 
Southwest and Southeast 
YMCAs, the branches were  ,, .   _ ,.. -,. 
granted two important prlncl-1 election ballot.

Council Asks 
Decision on 
Isen Status

The city will seek an inde 
pendent decision from the legal 
firm of O'Melvany and Mvors 
whether Mayor Albert Iscn 
may list himself as an incum 
bent for the newly created 
office of mayor on the April

near Socon(l, boasted Los An-! Dies   self-management of
gymnasium: budgets and the right to ac-

'n IflO-! tho nssnciatlon ,rapt contributed funds direct- 
which originally had beon|lv from the citizens of their 
(>st.iblislied to serve voting i communities.
ien. becan working with bovs. 

It was the first local organi 
sation to enter this work, 
which subsequently became its 
most important activity.

It is almost a certainty that 
the first basketball game 
played in I-on Angeles was 
under YMCA auspices shortly 
after the game's invention In

Self-Management 
These rights are In many 

ways the greatest source of the 
Us Aneeles YMCA's strength 
today. They Insure that a Y 
branch, for all practical pur 
poses, belongs to the people 
of the community It serves.

The depression years were 
marked by p rndoxes. Despite

MEMEBERSHIPS SOUGHT 
FOR ROSE TOURNAMENT

Torrance, the AHAmorlca City, is proud of its 
citizen participation. Won't you uphold this honor by 
clipping out the coupon below and mailing it with your 
donation to the Torrance Chamber of Commerce. Mem 
berships In the Torrance Tournaniont of Hoses Assn. 
are as follows: Associate, $1.00; Sustaining, $5.00; 
Sponsor, $10.00, Patron, $25.00. 

Your membership card will be mailed to you.

Decision to seek the oulslde 
opinion followed a protest by 
Councilman Drale over an opin 
ion prepared by City Attorni'V 
Stanley Hemelmeycr w li i e It 
held that Isen could be H«lecl 
as an Incumbent for the new 
post.

CITYGIVEN 
EASEMENT

Street easements for the ex 
tension of Carson St. we-J f 
Madrona Ave. won- ren'iv I 
officially by the citv th'- \vn '< 
from the flinnsdor W,-Jem 
Oil Development On.

Futher easrm.'iils Ic'.-". H." 
Del Amo Rstiilcs Co. .ull P-I-- 
mlt extension of the' ..tin 1 m 
Hawthorne Blvd. in !"   m':ir 
future, city officials .  .pi.iiiii'd. 
It will b« a major am- . mad 
to thi! niiw l.ni:ul.v:i. S.Mrs 
shopping. ''CM!,-, which ..ill lie 
locul.Mi l.clwern M.idnui.i ;n.<l 
Hawthorne south of ('arson si.


