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$10,000 DONATED TO HOSPITAL
^

A Penny
for

With Christmas rapidly ap 
proaching, the HEHALD's in- 

tauiring photographer asked:

"If you could, would you 
make any changes In the 
way we'celebrate Christmas? 
What would they be?"

Ronnie Wood, 11, 4823 Hali- 
son St., Steele 
School »t u- 
dent:

"I wouldn't 
mike any 
changes. I like 
I he holidays  
getting out of 
school and get 
ting presents. 
I like to open
the packages and gel games 
and toys. It'! good just like 
it is."

Mrs. Bill Con d it, Gardens, 
housewife:

"I think 
.'Christmas is 
I too c o m m e r- 
j cialized. Every- 
'thing starts 

way before the 
day. W h e n I 

  was . a child 
I we never saw 
'the tree until

^Christmas morning. Now we 
'start a month before and there 
is no surprise for the chil 
dren."

Hubert Peevey, Bell Gar 
dens, oil com 
pany employe:

"I think the 
way we cele 
brate Christ 
mas now is 
fine. As long 
ac we have a 
good Godly 
Christmas and 
use Christ as 
the headstone for the day, it is 
just fine."

DIane Adler, 13, 2662 Lofly- 
v i e w Dr., 
South High 
student:

"I wouldn't 
make any 
changes, ex 
cept I think 
people should 
think more 
ibout the 
birth of Jesus 

instead of just giving presents. 
I enjoy hearing the Christmas 
story told .every year."

Rob Lcwellcn, 1307 Madrid 
Ave., print 
shop operator:

"It's good 
the way it is, 
except more 
emphasis 
should be put 
on the reason 
for Christmas. 
We should be 
more on the 
religious side of Christmas 
rather than the mercenary. 
Kvery year, we get more away 
from the true meaning."

Dorothy Reeves, 1-os An- 
gele.s. music 
teacher:

"It should 
! be less com- 
I ntefci allied 
land there 
' should hi 1 few-
! cr gills !'< » 
1 pic HO all out 

and to Hi. 1 av- 
^i! f  ' "''' V 

It's a burden. Many pcnpli- save 
I.ir ihi-i-c months lii-lnri- and 
IM.V lur Hiiir immlh:, alter- 
uard W." uflrn 1'orncl Us |iur- 
po*e; it should be for the kids."

SANTA'S HELPERS . . . Randy Barnett, 1109 Fayjmlth 
Ave., and Cheryl Price, 3431 W. 228 PI., were among the 
first Torrance residents to donate toys to the 1957 Toys 
for Tots campaign. Looking on are Dave Flgueredo, oper 
ator of the Shell Service Station at Torranee Blvd. and 
Crenshaw, and Pfc. Gerald Wood, 22809 Ocean Ave., > 
member of the 5th Communications Co., USMCR. Toys for 
Tots is sponsored by U.S. Marine Corps Reserve units.

SHELL STATIONS JOIN 
TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE

toys this year, in view of South 
ern California'1 rapidly grow 
ing population.

Torrance G| 

'Guilty' in 

Man's Death
A Torrance soldier stationed 

in Frankfurt, Germany, has 
been sentenced to 20 years at 
hard labor for killing a 60-year- 
German during and drinking 
spree.

PFC Marlin L. Gurno, 21315 
S. Vermont Ave., received the 
sentence from a U. S. Army 
court martial,-which also pro 
vided for a dishonorable dis 
charge, The sentence is subject 
to review by higher authori 
ties, however.

Although charges originally 
called the death premeditated 
murder, the seven-officer court 
ruled that there was no pre 
meditation.

Gurno claimed he was inno 
cent and said he recalled noth 
ing about the events surround 
ing the killing of Eduard Hof, 
a pensioner who worked as a 
kitchen helper at Gurno's bar 
racks.

Hof was killed on Oct. 1 in 
his shack, where part of the 
drinking party took place.

Full-grown.men began labor- 
Ing this week in order that 
thousands of Southland chil 
dren may smile on Christmas 
morning.

The men are members of the 
United Stales Marine Corps re 
serve units in Los Angeles and 
they are laboring mightily in 
the 1957 renewal of their Toys 
For Tots campaign. All toys 
collecled during the three week 
campaign, which closes Dec. 
21st, will be distributed to un- 
derpriviledged children on 
Chrislmas by local welfare ag 
encies.

Shell Oil Co. and its service 
station operators co-sponsor 
the nationwide drive, with toys 
beink collecled in special bar 
rels at neighborhood Shell sta 
tions. Shellmen are also assist 
ing the Marines in picking up 
the toys and delivering them 
to Marine armories where they 
will be sorted according to age 
groups and serviceabilily,

In Ihe Torrance area, the 
drive is being coordinated by 
the Fifth Communications Co., 

I headquartered in Long Beach. 
This unit is responsible for the 
drive in South Coast and South- 

| ern Los Angeles County com 
munities.

Since the Marines do not 
have the facilities to repair 
toys, only new or useable play- 
Ihings are desired. Last year 
more than 175.000 toys were 
distributed to children in the 
grealer Los Angeles area. This 
mot the demand, but the Ala- 
rines expect a greater need for

NO. TORRANCE GROUP 
IN BUY-AT-HOME DRIVE

lie Hasn't Got 
A Floor Lett 
To Stand On

Torranie police today were 
shaking their heads In 
amazement about a burglar 
who carted off a strange 
cargo.

Alvln Alexander Decker, 
18931 Felbar Ave., reported 
to local officers that his 
home had been burglarized 
Friday.

He told police someone 
had entered the house and 
removed the tile flooring of 
his shower.

Not another thing was 
missing, Decker said. .The 
rest of the house had not 
been touched.

Just all the 1 inch by 3 
Inch pieces of yellow ceram 
ic tile had been carefully 
dug up and removed.

Police theorized the burg 
lar handed the.tile out the, 
bedroom window to a car or 
truck parked there.

But Decker had something 
to be thankful for ... the 
burglar was very neat . . . 
all the bits of concrete had 
been picked up.

FOR THE HOSPITAL . . . Henry W. Creeger (left), presi 
dent of the Torrance Memorial Hospital board, accepts a 
check for $10,000 from Cecil Clarke of the Torrance plant 
of North American Aviation. The check was the contribu 
tion of North American's "Donate Once" Club, an organi 
zation of employes. (Herald Photo)

Sailor Robbed i Hospital Given

$10,000 CheckBy Two Men
....A sailor, stationed with the 
USS Toledo in Long Beach, 
was the victim of an armed 
robbery Friday in Torrance.

Arils Ray Braswell, 18, told 
police he was hitchhiking with 
two men who had picked him 
up in Long Beach.

The driver of the car pulled 
a gun on the sailor near Lo- 
mita Blvd. and Hawthorne 
Ave., and demanded the 
youth's wallet.

After taking the wallet 
which contained nearly $25, 
the sailor told police the two 
men let him out of the car and 
told him to start walking 
across a vacant field.

North American Aviation's "DO-Club," through 
which employes contribute to worthy causes, this week 
presented   check for $10,000 to the Jared Sidney 
Torrance Memorial Hospital.

Presenting the check was Cecil Clarke of the firm's 
Torrance facility, while Henry W. Creeger, president 
of the hospital's board of directors and chairman of 
the fund campaign organization, received the donation.

The money will be used for the acquisition of clini 
cal laboratory and x-ray equipment, Creeger announced.

The "Donate Once" organization's total gifts to 
Southern California hospitals were raised to $95,000 
by the contribution, Clarke said. He pointed out that 
about 70 per cent of North American's employes are 
"DO-Club" members.

Building Hits $1.4 Million In November
Building permits In Novem 

ber totalled $1,438,643, bring 
ing the yearly total to $17,532,- 
755, according to Evelyn Coles, 
 clerk In the Department of 
Public Works.

The November total was 
higher than last November's 
$1,033,127 but far short of last 
year's total of $46,588,438.

Residential cons t r u c 11 o n, 
with 32 new homes planned, 
accounted for the biggest 
chunk of the total $440,779. 
Nine new apartment houses, 
with 55 units, are planned at a

cost of $386,180. Five new 
commercial buildings will be 
built at a cost of $382,500.

Also Included in the totals 
are one industrial building 
worth $8800, two other build 
ings valued at $34,700, 57 per 
mits for alterations or repairs 
to home costing $106,075, sev 
en alteration or repairs to oth 
er buildings costing $10,230, 
one home moved at a cost of 
$2500, and 102 miscellaneous 
permits worth $66,809.

Biggest permit of the month

was for construction of a new 
Food Giant Market at 4848 W. 
190th St., at a cost of $350,000. 
Also planned is a new medical 
building costing $32,570 at 
4060 W. 226th St., by Dr. Max 
E. Weber.

A seven-home tract will be 
built on 185th St., between 
Gramercy PI. and Dorman Ave. 
by George Chacksfield. Thir 
teen new apartment units in 
three buildings will be con 
structed at 25215-27 Loytan St. 
at a cost of $98,440.

Buying in Torrance as one 
method of keeping the'tax rate 
low will be urged by the North 
Torrance Civic Improvement 
Assn., according to President 
John G. L. Crain.

This recommendation was 
made at the group's meeting 
last week. Buying in other cit 
ies Increases sales tax reven 
ues of those cities and does 
nothing to lower the tax rates 
of Torrance residents, he 
pointed out.

The NTCIA, which last week 
formally protested the high tax 
rali1 in a letter to the board of 
MipiTvism-s. also took other 
-,lcps in Ihi 1 tax ri'ulin.

Frank I'orhy, :i:!'2t) W. IVOlh 
St., urged the group to join tin- 
California Taxpayer* A^II. to 
battle high taxes ('rain ap 
pointed I'orby as In1 .id o! a

committee to study the taxes 
in the area and to appear be 
fore the Board of Equalization 
next year if they believe the 
levies are out of line.

An informal poll of members 
showed that taxes this year in 
creased from 16 to 40 per cent, 
with an average, increase of 
about 27 per cent, Craln said.

Speaking to the group, Coun 
cilman Nlckolas 0. Drale said 
the city had attempted to hold 
down expenses wherever pos 
sible.

In other activities, Craln - 
told the group that money j ______________ _______________________

ra! SinVS^onSNTwouldTbe CHEST CONTRIBUTION . . . Members of the National Supply Co. Employes' flub raised 
placed in a fund to buffi a $593Z for the Community Cheat. Here Kdw.rd Mill*, the Chest's ln-pl.nl federation chair-
1 ____»___*__* . .«!. ,=*, «lia*lr tmm flith VI i* A fh air man K*»l» Parkin Olhl'rK KnOWH. are

Boy Critically 
Hurt in Crash

A toy scooter was nearly the instrument of death for a 
five-year-old Hollywood Riviera lad. .......... .:..,...-. 

Trie boy, Clifton W. Reed, 331 Via San Sebastian, lay 
near death yesterday in Harbor General Hospital, the vic 
tim of a traffic accident.

The accident occurred when the lad rode his scooter 
down the driveway, rolled ; 
across the sidewalk and out 
into the street.

A car driven by Marga Sim- 
mis, 34, of 634 Calle de Arbol- 
es, struck the youngster, 
police said.

He suffered a concussion, 
multiple fractures of the shoul 
der, arm and leg, according to 
hospital attendants.

Screams Call Neighbors
There were no witnesses to

the collision but the driver's
screams attracted neighbors

bulance.
In other accidents Friday, 

nearly $500 worth of damage 
was done to a garage and a 
lawn when a car driven by 
Donald Edward Helton, 3826 
W. 116th St., Hawthorne 
crashed into the building.

The damaged garage be 
longed to Derck N. Englebert, 
16814 Fonthill Ave.

Woman Injured
Two cars collided on Creiv- 

shaw Blvd. injuring an expec 
tant mother. Mrs. Mary The 
resa Do ran, 22, of 1605 W. 
208th St., was thrown against 
the dash when the accident 
occurred.

Drivers, Walter Frank Lons- 
lade Jr., 22, of 1607 W. 208th 
St., and Donald Patrick Doran, 
23, told police they had to 
suddenly apply their brakes to 
avoid hitting another car. The 
Doran auto hit the rear Lons- 
dale's car.

A 37-year-old Torrance wo 
man fell in a parking lot at a 
Cabrillo Ave. car dealer's, and 
broke her jaw bone.

Elva Moneyharu, of 21726 
Halldale Ave. was taken to San 
Pedro Community Hospital to 
have her jaw set.

Baby Killer 
To Be Tried 
As An Adult

Despite the fact that he' Is 
only 15, John Lawrence Miller, 
confessed killer of Laura Joan 
Wetzel, 22-month-old Rolling 
Hills girl, will be tried as an 
adult.

Judge Fred Miller of Long 
Beach Juvenile Court made the 
decision Friday. The reform 
school escapee was captured in 
Reno where he fled after the 
Nov. 10 slaying. The boy ap 
peared in court with his par 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Mill 
er, Long Beach, and hl» at 
torneys.

Deputy District Attorney 
Ted Sten said he would file a 
criminal complaint in court 
Monday. The youth was booked 
in County Jail. He had been In 
Juvenile Hall.

Officers said Miller showed 
no signs of remorse over the 
killing and told them that he 
had often thought of killing 
someone.

Rivets Reports

youth-adult center for the area 
The group also made plans 

to set up a Christmas tree 
stand it 174th and Yukon.

2 for the ommuny es. ere war , e  
man (center), receives check from Club Vice Chairman Ken I'erkln. Other* shown are 
Norman Bulal, welfare chairman; Pat Calderon, budget chairman, and Charles Keane, 
treasurer. The flub received   special appreciation certificate from th« Chest for the 
contribution.

The sun should shine 
brightly today after the 1.13 
Inches of rain Torrance had 
earlier this week, beamed 
Rivets, HER 

! AM) weather ~i 
dog. The sea 
son1! rains 
have totaled 
3.10 Inches, 
conslderab I y 
above a v e r- 
»gf.

High and 
low tempera- 
tuures this week included 
rainy Thursday (56-59); Fri 
day (68-40); and Saturday 
(75-41).

SUNNY

Schools Seek 
$6,000,000 
In Buildings

A resolution filing applica 
tions for seven new schools 
and additions at 12 other 
schools has been sent to Sacra 
mento by the Torrance Unified 
School District.

The projects must be ap
proved by state agencies be 
fore work on the new schools 
can begin. Because of the dou 
ble session problem in Tor 
rance, the local district has a 
high priority on the state list.

New schools for which appli 
cations were filed included 
Adams, 238th and Arlington; 
Franklin, near Towers and Ar- 
vada; Lincoln, 166th and Ar 
lington; Madison, 174th and 
Hawthorne; Magruder, 186th 
and Amie; and Yukon,. 177th 
and Yukon. Application also 
was filed for Columbia School 
for the Handicapped, to be lo 
cated on the old El Nido site, 
186th and Hawthorne.

Additions of four classrooms 
will be sought at Anza, Arling 
ton, Carr, Edison, Madrona, 
Newton, Riviera, Sepulveda, 
and Steele Schools. Two class 
rooms are sought at Perry 
School and seven at Walteria. 
Music rooms also will be 
sought at Carr and Madrona 
and a kitchen at Torrance Ele 
mentary School.

The funds requested also in 
clude plans to rehabilitate or 
replace Fern School, which is 
not earthquake-proof in accord 
ance with state specifications.

'Messiah'Set 
Today at 4

"The Messiah," H a n d e 1's 
famed Christmas oratorio, will 
be presented this afternoon at 
4 p.m.vin the First Methodist 
Church, El Prado and Manuel.

Some 60 voices from local 
church choirs will take part in 
the presentation, under the di 
rection of Leslie Sommcrville. 
Four soloists from a Los An 
geles church will take part in 
the oratorio.

The local performance will 
be one of 75 presented simul 
taneously In all parts of South 
ern California.

Tartars WilT 
Present Yule 
Music Friday

The Music Department of 
Torrance High School will pre 
sent a program of Christmas 
selections In the High School 
Auditorium at 8 p.m., Friday.

Over 200 students of the con 
cert band, orchestra, Girls Glee 
Club and Tartar Choir will 
tako part. The program will ba 
concluded with all organize- 
lions combining on Handal't 
"The Halleluah Chorus" from 
"The Messiah."

The program is under the di 
rection of James Nichols and 
Vincent Dlfore. Accompanist! 
are Elaine Hathaway and Mari 
lyn Holromb.
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