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OUNCIL, SCHOOL BOARD GIVEN 
RECORD BUDGETS FOR 1957-58
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FIRE AFTERMATH . . . A scene in one of the bedrooms at the Manuel Torrez home, 

g4043 W. 182nd St., shows the results of a fire which swept through the residence Tues- 
Hay morning. The fire Is believed to have started In the bedroom and spread through 
put the house, causing 75 or 80 per cent damage. None of the family was at home at the
time. Their furnishings were not Insured.

Smoldering Fire Erupts, 
Leaves Family Homeless

A house fire, a flaming truck full of furniture, and a firebug kept Torrance fire- 
jnen busy manning the hoses this week. Fire swept.through a home at 4043 W. 182nd 
 St., Tuesday morning, causing .about 75 to 80 per cent destruction of the frame dwell 
ing. Occupants of the house were Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Torres and their two sons,

house, although the actual 
cause had not been determined 
yesterday. The bedrooms were 
completely ruined by the blaze,

for several hours before it
| was noticed. A hole was burn
ed in the rear wall and kitchen

(furnishings were charred and
I ruined.

Heavy Damage 
Firemeir reported that there 

Iwas heavy smoke damage and 
Icdnsiderable charring through- 

jit the house. The only piece 
furniture undamaged was a 

Ouch.
Called home from her job at 

la Redondo Beach lingerie mill, 
IMrs. Torrez was overcome with 
|grief.

"It took us a long time to 
Intake our home here," she sob- 

'.'We didn't have any in- 
urance and now we have no 

place to go but the street."
 The Torrez family spent the 

night with their landlord, 
" iiiis Cerda, who lives next 

  at 4035 W. 182nd St. The 
use wai covered by insur- 
ce. 
Young Henry Torrez was the

the morning. His father is 
at a Torrance indus- 

al plant and the older boy 
i works. Fire Inspector Ed 

olston said the fire apparent- 
r smoldered for several hours.

Truck Burns
Firemen also were called out 

I to put out a blazing furniture 
| truck belonging to the Turner 
I Manufacturing Co., Redondo 
' Beach.

^Driver Roy Hutslar was driv- 
li down Arlington, near 230th 

when he noticed the con- 
I tents of his truck trailer   a 
|lo»d of new couches   was 
 blaze. He called firemen, who 

allied the blaze. Several re- 
difficulty In breathing

as a result of the fumes given 
off by the fabrics. 

Firemen believed they had

undamaged stock in the front 
of the trailer away from the 
fire area. Hutslar backed up 
the truck, when suddenly,

Extra Tells 
THS Students 
Of Election

The sounds of "extra, extra" 
were heard at Torrance High 
School Tuesday, as the writers 
on the-TNT student newspaper 
made journalistic history.

A four-page tabloid "Extra" 
describing and picturing the 
candidates for yesterday's stu 
dent council and class elections 
was published. The issue was 
designed to acquaint the stu 
dent body with the candidates 
and to help them make their 
divisions at the polls.

Ollle Les&ln, editor, worked 
hard to compile and gather the 
data on each of the 102 candi 
dates who are seeking 50 of 
fices. He was assisted by Vie 
Masakl, Bill Reynolds, Betty 
Yoshioka, Tom Qreenlaw, Mar- 
dell Clayton, and Carl Hoybe. 
Faculty advisers were S, Frank 
Rutherford, the paper's advis 
er, and Louis L. Bereskin, stu 
dent activities director.

The project was sponsored 
by. the Student Council under, 
the leadership of Don Kelly, 
president. Bereskin said thin 
was one of the few high 
schools In the country that at 
tempted such a project.

The edition carried pictures 
of 31 candidates for top offices 
together with sample ballots 
for the student voter's benefit.

flames burst out in the front 
of the truck. Firemen set to 
work again.

Cause of the fire was not 
immediately determined.

Damage to the stock may be 
more than $7500, officials said.

three juveniles who are be 
lieved to h*ve set five grass 
fires along Pennsylvania Ave.

(Contlnm-a on Page T)

Hearing 
Set for 
Tuesday
A record city budget esti 

mate.' approaching $4 million 
has been handed to members 
of the City-Council who will 
open hearings on the matter at 
2 p.m. next Tuesday, May 28.

Markulg an increase of more 
than $1 million over last year's 
estimated budget, the 1957-58 
version calls for upping ex 
penditures in fire, police, and 
street budgets nearly three- 
quarters of a million dollars. 

Some Paring Due
The budget estimate, sub 

mitted to the Council this week 
by City Manager George Stev- 
ens, leaves some work for the 
Councilmen estimated reven 
ues are $3,135,000 while the 
expenditures are $3,957,000,

This means the Council will 
have to pare the budget or 
find more revenue.

Previous discussions about 
forming lighting assessment 
districts, trash pickup fees, and 
other revenue producing proj 
ects have been given a chilly 
reception by several members 
of the .Council. A tax raise of 
slightly over one cent to bring 
the city's tax to the maximum 
$1 allowed by the charcter is 
a probability. That will not 
make up the difference, how 
ever.

More Fire, Police
Although budgets for fire, 

police, and street departments 
call for the employment of ad 
ditional employes to meet the 
growing demands for service 
made on the city other de 
partments have dropped down 
in the budget.

Cuts have been proposed in 
the budgets for the city attor 
ney, city clerk and license de 
partment, building depart- 
ment, and in the unappropri 
ated reserve.

A decrease in building activ 
ity here demands fewer em 
ployes in the building depart 
ment, and a substantial drop 
in permit fees is shown in the 
estimated revenues.

Sales tax. receipts should be 
up to $650,000 this year  

(Continued on Pige 7)

IS ELECTION EXTRA

JOURNALISM IIISTOUV . . . StudeuU at TurrVucc' High 
School were claiming a milestone of history this week with 
the publication of an "Extra" election Issue of the school 
paper, Issued Tuesday before yesterday's vote for student 
officers.

Schools 
To Need 
8 Million

A record 18,102,175 budget 
was presented to the Torrance 
Unified School District's School 
Board Tuesday night.

This figure represents an in 
crease of $1,434,000 over last 
year's $6,668,000 budget.

Biggest increase and biggest 
single item in the budget was 
teachers' salaries, amounting 
to $4,614,000, an increase of 
$1,105,000 over last year's 
budget requirements. This in 
creased figure reflects 120 new 
teachers added to the district 
for next year and an increase 
in the salary schedules of local 
teachers. -

Taxes In Doubt 
In presenting the figures to 

the board, Acting Superintend 
ent S. E, Waldrip said that the 
amount that the increase will 
cost local taxpayers cannot be 
determined yet. Although the 
district will need $8,102,175 to 
operate, two factors complicate 
compiling the sources of in 
come:

1. the fate of a bill grant 
ing more state aid to local dis 
tricts has not been determined 
yet. The Assembly has passed 
the bill, which might mean as 
much as $750,000 in additional 
revenue to Torrance, but the 
Senate has not yet acted.

2. Exact assessed valuation 
figures for Torrance will not 
be complete until August. Wal 
drip compiled this budget 
"conservatively," allowing for 
$136,000,000 valuation, but he 
said there are indicatipns that 
this figure might be low. If 
so, the schools would get more 
mojvey.

Override Eyed
If the legislature failed to 

act or if Waldrip's conserva' 
live estimate proves correct, 
the schools will have to levy 
nearly to the limit of the 75- 
cent override tax approved by 
the voters. It is hoped, how 
ever, that the schools will not 
have to tax to the $2.40 limit 
($1.65 taxes plus 75 cents over 
ride), Waldrip said.

The budget figures showed 
expected Income of $3,493,000 
from the state, $196,240 from 
the federal government, and 
$3,682,991 in income from this 
district alone. There is a pres 
ent surplus of $729,000 to be 
added to the totals.

Funds Increase
Both estimated expenditures 

and Income in nearly all cate 
gories showed an increase over 
the past year. The district will 
not receive some $504,000 In 
federal funds that it got last 
year. Total tax revenues from 
property were set at $3,510,- 
191, compared with $2,119,665 
last year. Revenues from 
household furnishings and 
valuables would increase from 
$71,556 to $106,800. *

Estimated expenditure* in 
clude administration, $279,665; 
teachers' salaries, $4,814,854; 
other employes' salaries, $240,- 
137; other expenses of instruc 
tion, $277.720; auxiliary serv 
ices, $207,240; operation of 
plants, $869,674; transporta 
tion, $167,970; food service, 
$20,147; community service, 
$7000; capital outlay, $563,000, 
and tuition transfers, $6500.

This makes « total of $7,802,- 
175, leaving a reserve of 
$300,000,

INFANT CHECKED ... Dr. Evelyn (.'alias, pediatrician 
it Harbor General Hospital, checks over the baby girl 
found abandoned early Tuesday on the porch of a .Tor 
rance resident., Doctors at the hospital said yesterday that 
the infant was apparently healthy, and has already been 
jought for adoption.

Abandoned Baby
Reported Tine'

The newly born baby girl found on the doorstep of a 
Torrance resident here Tuesday is an apparently healthy 
child, and has already been sought for adoption, Dr. D. M. 
te Groen, associate medical director at Harbor General Hos 

pital told the HERALD yester 
day.

Discovered on her doorstep 
early Tuesday by Mrs. Robert 
E. Moore, of 1529 W. 213th St., 
the child was taken to Harbor 
General Hospital where she 
was put on a special formula 
and a prophylatic course. 

Antibiotics are being admin-

Fall Election 
Seen on Lomita 
Incorporation

One chapter in the long, 
struggle for an election on the 
incorporation of Lomita final 
ly was closed Monday, as offi 
cials certified petitions re 
questing a vote on the issue.

Gordon Nesvig, chief clerk 
of the Board of ' Supervisors, 
declared that petitions request 
ing an incorporation vote had 
enough signatures. Presented 
by the United Lomita Group, 
the petitions represented 20.15 
per cent of the assessed valu 
ation and 25.96 per cent of 
property owners.

An earlier attempt by the 
group failed because the peti 
tions did not have enough 
valid signatures.

An election presumably will 
be held this fall to decide the 
long-debated Incorporation of 
Lomita, which would require 
a majority of persons voting 
in the election.

The petitions will go to the 
Board of Supervisors next

hearing, probably in August. 
Leaders of the incorporation 

drive, claims that if Lomita 
does not incorporate, It will be 
"swallowed up" by. Torrance. 
Leaders of the Lomita Civic 
League and the Lomita Prop 
erty Owners and Registered 
Voters Aasn. claim that Is non 
sense and that incorporation 
would do Lomitans no good.

is(ered to prevent any infec 
tion which might arise from 
the birth, Dr.-te Groen said.

couple who had heard of the 
girl had asked to adopt hoc. 

Mrs. Moore reported to Har

found the infant   then proba 
bly less than 24 hours old   on 
her porch when she stepped 
out early Tuesday to set out 
the milk bottles.

"I though maybe some of the 
neighborhood kids had left 
some toys there," she told re 
porters.

Police rushed the infant to 
the hospital.

There are few clues for po 
lice to work on to establish the 
parents' identity, authorities 
said. __________

Man Robbed 
Of Receipts

Torrance service station op 
erator was relieved of his week 
end receipts Monday morning 
while he was counting them, 
he told sheriff's deputies.

Ray Smith, 20016 Hinsdale 
Ave., was counting the previ 
ous day's proceeds, which esti 
mated at $285, at his station, 
located at 28821 S. Western 
Ave. He said a man came in, 
threatened him with a gun, 
and said, "111 take that."

27-Acre Plant 
Purchased for 
Aircraft Firm

Big Assembly Plant 
.Planned Here By 
Pioneer Aircrafter
Ryan Aeronautical Co., the 

firm that built the "Spirit of St 
Louis" which Lindberg made 
famous in his non-stop flight 
to Paris 30 years ago this 
week, has announced plans to 
activate a huge assembly plant 
here on the 27-acre site which 
formerly housed National Elec 
tric Products Corp. on Lomita 
Blvd.

The announcement said the 
company planned to use the 
plant to produce- military and 
commercial aircraft compo- 
icnts, although major manu 
facturing would be continued 
in Sari Diego.

To Build Missiles
Assembly operations on suph 

propects as the Douglas DC-8 
commercial jet airliner power 
plant and pylons and the Fire- 
bee jet drone missile will be 
transferred to the new Tor 
rance plant, according to T. 
Claude Ryan, president of the 
pioneering aircraft firm.

The 27-acre site, lying just 
north of the Torrance Munici 
pal Airport, contains 137,000 
square feet of floor space, and 
can be easily expanded, Presi 
dent Ryan said. If the need 
arises, the space could be dou 
bled, he stated.

Airport Handy
Access to4 Torrance Munici 

pal Airport 'was- de'sireS to 
serve company officials flying 
back and forth between this 
plant and the San Diego plants.

First project in the plant 
will be the Firebee assembly 
line which is expected to be 
moved insoon, company offi 
cials said. The DC-8 program 
will follow later.

The plant was erected more 
than 30 years ago for the Jos- 
than 30 years ago for the 
Joshua Hendy Co., one of the 
city's pioneer industries, and 
v/as acquired by the National 
Electric Products Corp. during 
World War II. It has,been idle 
for about a year..  

Board Approves 
Site Acquisition 
Of High School

Its Intention or purchasing 
site for a fourth high school 
was formally announced by 
the Torrance School Board 
Tuesday night.

The proposed school, West 
High School, will be Ipcated on 
a* 40-acre site between Henri 
etta and Victor Sis. and be 
tween Del Amo Blvd. and 'Spen 
cer St. in the newly-annexed 
Victor Tract. The area is In an 
area as yet largely undevel 
oped and is just east of a pro 
posed 132-acre county park.

Funds for the purchase will 
not be available until school 
bonds are sold in October or 
November.

. Acting Superintendent S. E, 
Waldrip told the board that a 
fourth high school will be 
needed to handle ever-growing 
enrollment within five or six 
years, and possibly sooner. 
Maximum capacity of existing 
high school sites is about 6300. 
including South High, 2500; 
North High, 2500; and Tor 
rance High, 1300.


