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Make Your Vacation Last the Whole 
Year Thru  Rector Family Tells How

By ELEANOR GILBERT . .
The Robert Rector family, 437 Via la Selva, have found a way to make their vaca 

tion pleasure last all year long. On their trips to Maine, Mexico, Florida and points 
east and west, they study the areas and their special crafts. Bringing home the spe 
cialties of the places visited, they use the techniques used to produce their own handi 
crafts.

Margaret Rector, who has 
written professionally for 

' American Home and House 
Beautiful, dreams up the ideas 
usually. Robert, who's a math- 
e m a t i c i a n for Rame-Wool- 
drldge, works out the techni 
cal details. Then the whole 
family including the children,' 
.Cleone, 12; Robin, 10, and 
Bruce, 6, works on the current 
project to completion. The 
end result becomes a beautiful 
addition to their home.

Th*Jr latest project is a wall 
hanging itself. The children;

shapes of felt jvith the aid of 
a ruler, compass and 'design 
book. Then the fun- began.

With the nine-foot hanging 
stretched out on the floor, the 
family wbrked on the intricate 
designs, working in the shells 
and souvenirs acquired from 
the various trips. Each bit has 
its special memory and associ 
ation. One of the most unusu

tions has resulted.
The Rectors were both born 

in California, Margaret in 
Azusa, and Robert in San .[ose.

They met at Stanford, when 
both were doing graduate 
work, ihe in philosophy and 
English, and Robert getting 
his master's degree in mathe 
matics. After the war, Robert, 
a commander in the Naval Re 
serve, took a position as a 
teacher of mathematics at the 
United States Naval Academy 
at Anapolis, where they lived 
for lp years before returning 
to Southern California.

Another unique way of pre 
serving their vacation memen 
tos is in an unusual mobile 
which is kept mobile by care 
ful planning and the use of 
heat waves from a strategically 
placed flood light. ,

Beginning at the top with a

on the banks of the St. Law 
rence River, near the Gaspe 
Peninsula, they suspended on

of tokens from the many vaca 
tion spots which they've visit 
ed. Included are sand dollars 
from Winterhaven, Me., where 
Robert was also stationed dur 
ing the war, fan coral from St. 
Augustine, Fla.; conch shells

from the South Atlantic and 
Carribean waters, petrified 
wood from New Mexico, small 
carved stone pieces from Mex 
ico, and star fish from Redon- 
do. There is driftwood from

and manzanita from the Mo- 
jave desert.

"The children worked right 
through to the end," said Mar 
garet. "They were very pleas 
ed with it and It has excited 
considerable comment from 
visitors." The mobile was a 
challenging engineering feat. 
The Rectors had had no. pre 
vious experience, but they 
knew that each hole they made 
had to be exactly right, a sec 
ond hole would split the wood 
or the piece involved.

In one dowling they added

found. the one. that would give 
the exact balance, after remov 
ing IVi inches of one dowling. 
A coat of paint on one dowling 
threw the balance off on the 
other side. A piece of bubble 
gum added to the petrified 
wood remedied this. When the 
other side tilted, they filled
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Mrs. Robert Rector and Handicrafts

one shell with salt. Within four 
days, the'salt had absorbed so 
much moisture, they had to 
empty out half of it to secure 
the right balance again. "It 
works just fine now," said 
Brace, "if we don't have too 
many dry days."" >. 

Included among the family 
i p r o j e c t s are puppeteering, 
I Christmas card making, remod 
eling, and reflnishirtg and 

-building furniture. Decorations 
for their new home are, the big 
thing right now. "'We're just 
craft-conscious," is the way 
Margaret sums it up. The chil- 

| dren paint and make paper 
i mat-he masks. Robert made 
their FM cabinet and hooked 
up all the speakers. . : ''
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- A Fascinating Mobile

Margaret says they have an 
"informal house,"" so they are 
able' to combine Danish lamp 
shades and furniture, Japanese 
Shoji doors and art, a Tennes- 
jee Mountain "corn shucking" 
chair, designed by Tom Scott, 
and contemporary furniture as 
exemplified by the natural 
leather hide covered campaign 
chair designed by Robert John 
of New York City.

"We think that you can use 
and combine any art form from 
any country as long as it is of 
good basic design." Judging 
from the comments made of 
the Rector's family projects, it 
is apparent why their "art 
forms" combined so successful 
ly in their home.with those of 
the famous" designers repre 
sented. Everyone agrees these 
are year-long vacations Well- 
spent.

GREET DAUGHTER
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard An- 

derson, 2420 W. 36th PI., Tor- 
ran ce, a/e announcing the 
birth of their third child, a 
daughter, born Sunday, Nov. 
18. The young lady, who 
weighed 6 Ibs. 2- ozs., has been 
named Stephanie Gail. She 
has two brothers, Pat and 
Arney.

HOLIDAY DINNER ,
Enjoying Thanksgiving din 

ner at the home1 of Mr. and 
Mrs. M. M, Schwab, 1508 Aca 
cia, were Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
Belts; Mr. and Mrs. Grover C. 
Van Deventer and Miss Mickey 
Van Deventer and Neil Schwab.

An, Intricate Wall Hanging

Dr. Ruja Will 
Talk Monday

Tomorrow evening at 7:30, 
n the teachers' cafeteria at 

Torrance' High School, Dr. 
David Ruja, chief psychologist, 
Los Angeles State Mental Hy 
giene Clinic will give the sec 
ond in a series of lectures on 
'The Cause of Frustrations." 

Dr. Ruja is in Torrance under 
the auspices, of the Torrance 
Cooperative Nursery School.

In his first lecture, in a hu-
 orous way he helped every 

one to know himself a little 
better and presented much 
food for thought, said Mrs. 
Ann McLean,, publicity chair 
man for the nursery school.

The public is invited to. hear 
the *  lecture. Mrs. Henry R. 
Morgan, 18804 Yukon is mem 
bership chairman for the nur 
sery school.

The third and last lecture of 
the series will be presented 
on Jan. 28.

DISTRICT REBEKAH 
INITIATION HERE

Rebekahs'of District 68 will 
hold a district initiation in 
Torrance at the Masonic Tem 
ple next Wednesday evening, 
Nov. 27, at 8 p.m. Officers for 
the initiation will be-made up 
of officers of the eight lodges 
of the district.

Olca Brown of the Torrance 
Rebekahs is in charge of re 
freshments for the event.

"You can buy cheaper clothes, but not 
the tame clothei cheaper than at..."
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Neighbors 
lan Bazaar
The regular meeting of the 

Torrance Royal Neighbors was 
railed to order by' Oracle 
Stelma Norris on Tuesday, 
Nov. 20.

Final plans were made for 
the annual bazaar which will 
be held at the Woman's Club 
next Tuesday, Nov. 27. The

irious committees will be on
md at 10 a.m. and members
 e asked to bring in articles
ir the bazaar before noon.
Cakes, pies, cookies, nut 

bread and other items will be 
display on the food-Coun- 

...,, and sale will continue 
during the afternoon.

The usual monthly card 
party will be held the .same 
night, Nov. 27, at 8 p.m. with 
Neighbor Young as chairman.

The committee has arranged 
lovely prizes for the winners 
of the various games.

The annual Christmas din 
ner was discussed and date set 
" r Dec. ,18.

During the social hour cakes 
...ade by the members were 
judged by the committee, and 
prizes awarded to Neighbors 
Young, Disario and Norris. The 
cakes were served as refresh 
ments.

Y WIVES TOY 
PARTY THURSDAY

Torrance Y Wives will stage 
a toy party and luncheon on 
Thursday, Nov. 29 at 1 p.m. 
at the Y, 2320 Carson St. 
Since Christmas is less than a 
month away, the public is in 
vited to attend and order their 
toys.

The Y Wives are still hold- 
Ing their charm course -on 
Tuesday morning with bridge 
and exercises in the afternoon.

Noted Charm 
Consultant 
Spe.aks Here

Ladies of the Elks will 
have the privilege of hear-, 
irtg Janice W. Murdock 
speak on "Charm" at « 
their meeting Tuesdayil 
evening, Nov. 27. Misl " 
Murdock -has appeared be 
fore numerous women's 
organizations throughout 
Southern California. Her 
background includes spe 
cialized training in groom 
ing, modeling and enter 
taining.  

The   meeting will he 
held at the Alan Richards 
hall, 1951 W: Carson, be 
ginning at 8 p.m.

The public is invited to . 
attend. Refreshments will

  be served at the close of 
the meeting..

AQUARIAN ISTS 
MEET TUESDAY

Four speakers will be featur 
ed at the regular meeting qf 
the Harbor Aquarian Society, 
on Tuesday, Nov. 27, at 7:45 
p.m., in the auditorium of the 
Gardena  Community Center, 
1651 Market St.'

Wressy Cocke, program 
chairman, said the speakers 
would be Clyde Hutchison, For- 
rest Copeland, Al Nicholson
*nd Bob Martin, each of whom 
is a manufacturer of aquarii/j 
supplies or accessories. / 

The "fish of the month" 1« 
the monthly club show will be 
catfish, the "housekeepers" of 
the aquariums. The door prize 
will be a 5-gallon tank arid 
hood. Refreshments will be 
served and the public is cor 
dially Invited, according to 
CharlesJJones, president of tha 
organization.

Bi Particular 
Whan You Store...

The finest storage care 
costs surprisingly little
 t Bckini. Furniture, rugs, home appliance* 
and pianoi may be stored while you're
 way - or during a household adjustment. 
Call Bekioi for rttei and particulari about 

, iqnge, picking or shipping,.

FAirfax 8-8652
22850 Hawthorn* Ave. 
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