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"THIS IS DOUGLAS BAKER ... GO AHEAD" 
... from 30,000 feet a radio report

Flight Operations is Big 
Business at Douglas Plant

The silver-thin white con­ 
trails criss-crossed against a 
leep blue sky above the South 
' iy area.

Miles below, a voice-rung 
clearly from the row of loud­ 
speakers in the radio room at 
Douglas Aircraft's flight Oper­ 
ations at the company's El Se- 

.' gundo Division, at Los Angeles 
International Airport.

"Douglas Baker ... this is 
752

Production test pilot Dick 
Watts was making. a routine 
check in from 30,000 feet, in 
an F4D Skyray produced at 
the Douglas torrance facility.

"752 go ahead . . . this'is 
Douglas Baker..." 
, The conservation between 
Harry Weller, flight dispatch-, 
er at Douglas Baker and test 
pilot Dick Watts was a normal 
one. ... check in of position 
... altitude ... time .. and 
etc.

Conversation Taped 
 While they talked, three feet 

away from Weller in/the oper­ 
ations room, a tape recorder 
turned silently, picking up the 
conversation between the two

jnen.
The same incident takes 

place a dozen times a day at 
the'El Segundo Division . , . 
maybe more' when the weather 
is cooperating.

Routine flight operations 
you might call them. 

Nothing I? Routine
But nothing is'.really routine 

... when you're jockeying pro­ 
duction airplanes "through the 
sky you find similar things 
with each one ... but each 
flight is a new experience. Air­ 
planes are like people, each 
has its own personality.

Flight operations at Douglas 
El.Segundo is big business. It's 
that way when you have the 
variety of airplanes rolling 
from the .production lines that 
El Segundo has for the U. S. 
Navy. They range from the 
Navy's biggest to its smallest 
. . . and from a record break­ 
ing jet.interceptor to a prop- 
driven job.

Holds Two Records
The A3D Skywarrjor twin 

jet bomber is Hie biggest thing 
ever put aboard a carrier for 
flight duty.. .and the midget

OPENING NKXT MONTH . . . Nearlng completion Is the 
fabulous $1,300,01)0 restaurant, The Plush Horse, on the 
Pacific Count llwy., near the west dly limits, and approv­ 
ing the architectural sketch are the owners Elsie and 
Harold Gelber. The million-dollar Plush Hone Is dated 
to have its formal opening in mid-November.

A4D Sfcyhawk, about to go into 
fleet service following FIP 
'trials, is a new concept in air­ 
craft for the Navy's air arsenal. 
Holder of two world speed rec­ 
ords, the modified-delta F4D i: 
a sharp contrast with the AD 
Skyraider prop-driven attack bomber.    -,-- 

But they're all being, flown 
at El Segundo v,V and fligh't 

(-operations controls their aerial 
program.

18 Pilots Ready
Under the direction of L. W. 

"Brownie" Browne, flight op­ 
erations .manager and. admin­ 
istrator of production flight 
test, a stable of 18 pilots wring 
out the Navy aircraft for Doug­ 
las before turning them over 
to Navy Bureau of Aeronautics 
pilots for further tests and ac­ 
ceptance flight.

Douglas Baker has both UHF 
and VHF equipment. High Fre­ 
quency equipment permits 
lon.g distance communication 
with planes enroute to Los An­ 
geles Internatidnal Airport. 
Night time communication 
reaches out as far as 2000 
miles, and day time contact 
can be from up to 500 to ,800 
nu'les. '

UtqcalMs 
Observing Their 
Week Oct. 1-8

More than 10,000 members 
of 18 PTAs in Torrance are 
officially noting "their"week" 
this week. The week of Oct 
1-8 being so proclaimed by 
Mayor Albert Isen: 

. According to Mrs. E1 d o n 
Morgan.'Torrance PTA Council 
membership chairman, mem­ 
bership is expected to oustrip 
last year's 10,147 figure. The 
18 PTA units now active at lo­ 
cal schools are expected to be 
joined by schools opened this 
fall or to be opened later this 
year.

A huge poster in front of the 
Civic Auditorium this week is 
keeping the. public posted as to 
the progress of the drive.

During the last year, 168 
pairs of thoes were made avail­ 
able to needy students and 793 
half-pints of milk were given 
to children. Hundreds of books 
were donated to newly formed 
libraries and at Christmas, 310 
baskets were given to the 
needy-

The PTA also has donated 
much money to (he American 
Field Service to bring students 
from foreign countries to Tor­ 
rance schools. It also has sup­ 
ported the Dental Health Fund, 
used for children whose par­ 
ents cannot afford to give 
them proper dental carei

FLIGHT REPORTS, DISPATCHES 
... the pilot reports his findings

FLIGHT SUITS, HELMETS, BAIL OUT BOTTLES 
... aerial maneuver In the equipment room

NewCampfire Girls Sought
The Kiyadawe group of the 

Campfire Girls is looking for 
girls of around junior high 
school age to join ther activi­ 
ties. Group leader Mrs. Helen 
Gleghorh has lead the girls on 
many interesting outings and 
feels more, girls would enjoy 
them, if they could come out 
and visit.

The girls have six different 
fields to' work In. The choice 
ranges from home craft, 
through outdoor activities, bu­ 
siness, citizenship, frontiers 
and health and safety. By par-

ticipation, the .girls earn the 
right to wear beads signifying 
their achievements in the six 
fields mentioned.

Girls interested can call ei­ 
ther Helen Gleghorn, .DA 6- 
6372, or Lillian Kaufman at 
DA 6-1528.

Burglar Loots Gym
Forcing open a door, a burg­ 

lar entered the gymnasium of 
the Hollywood Riviera Club at 
201 Paten de la Play a and 
made off with $20 from a cash 
box, police said Tuesday.

'Season In The 
Sun'Slated by 
Drama Group

Von Hershey, Torrance dr* 
ma coach, is hard at work po­ 
lishing Hampton Players' forth­ 
coming production.

This spicy comedy will go 
onstage at Pier Aye. School's 
auditorium the evenings of 
Oct. 26-27, and Nov. 2-3, with 
curtain, at 8:3"0 ap.m.

The play deals with a wrl 
ter's attempt to escape the vi> 
ees of New York  only to 
find that they exist the world 
'round, especially on' Fire Is­ 
land, where the plot is laid.

Carl Rogers plays the re- 
forjned escapee, "George 
Crane," with Rosemarie Kirk 
playing his wife, "Emily," and 
Bob Kirk and Cheryl Lee Ma­ 
son playing "Billy Crane" and 
"Marcla Crane."

Adding their talents to this 
production will be Mel Sagen- 
kahn as "Dodd," Ed Cantell as 
"Johnny Colgate," Miriam Wil­ 
son as "Deedy," Rita Mackey 
as "Molly Burden," Bernadette 
'Weber as "Mrs. Jerymn," Bob 
Swaffort as "Will Quigley" Vi 
vian Wilson as "Virginia An 
derson," Dick Dugan as "Paul 
Anderson" and Bill Evans as 
"The Messenger Boy."

The play features players 
from all parts of the South 
Bay, arid offers a wonderful 
opportunity for all little thea­ 
ter patrons .to see their "favor­ 
ite hams" at work.

Reservations can be made 
by calling FR 5-2985 or FR 5- 
1398, or tickets will be on sale 
at the box office.

Swing-Shift League
Larry Baird, program direc­ 

tor at the South Bay Bowling 
Center, announced the forma­ 
tion of a new league for swing- 
shift workers. League play will 
be held every Tuesday morn­ 
ing at 2 a.m. Interested bowl 
ers have been asked to contact 
Baird at the South Bay Bowl 
any afternoon or evening.

Newspapers Father Production 
Line Methods Before Model T

By DON REID
The first and probably the 

greatest production line in his­ 
tory.

Long before Henry Ford in­ 
troduced production line man­ 
ufacturing to bring the old 
Model T into the reach of the 
pocketbooks of all or prac­ 
tically all people, the news­ 
paper was assembly line pro­ 
duced.

Even in the good old days 
when newspapers were set let­ 
ter by letter by a printer and 
the communication services 
were not what they are today,

people worked around the 
clock to prodyce a newspaper. 
'. Ttoday and similarly In tHose 
days -gone by, in any given 
community you'll find produc­ 
tion line standards used to put 
a newspaper together and into 
the hands of. the 'readers.

A Common Goal
Take for instance the news

or edjtorial   department. Sev­
eral persons may be working

department has been feeding

and it has been set, proofed, 
read, copies sent to the ad­ 
vertisers, corrections made and 
the ads sent to the make-up 
department.

The mailing room has been 
given their lists and labels 
have been stamped on wrap­ 
pers with the number of. ' 
papers to go in each, marked 
on the inside. Single wrappers 
are laid out ready for wrap­ 
ping the papers which are to 
go through the«mail or thrown 
off the thielts .-along rural 
roads.   «« "  

Not until the rlAl- piece of

posing room,'i'ietfinjft>e, forms 
completed, mats 'cast by the .

the press, is the "paper put tobed."  '"":;
Distribution Starts

With' the H?st roar;of the
big pre^ses,..,'!^ distributing
system spriflfii-' Into action.
Trucks are waiting, bundles'-. , on the same story and_ its va- 1 are tied, single wraps are 'rious   angles. They in turn, 

phone their facts to a re write 
man who actually writes the 
story. A photographer may be 
involved and his pictures have 
to "be ready to go to the en­ 
gravers to be made into cuts so '

_story when it gets into the 
composing room.

Society news,- sports, church, 
local, state, national, interna­ 
tional news, , and "editorials 
are all flowing into the paper

ting different stories together, 
but all working toward a com­ 
mon 'deadline of time. Each is 
sending material to the com­

The composing room is set 
ting up page forms and filling 
them as fast as the news and 
 advertising are available. And 
here again, several printers 
may be involved in setting the 
same new story or advertise­ 
ment. As each form is com­ 
pleted, it is sent to the stereo-

"mat," bend the mat into a 
semi-cylindrical form/ and put 
it into a casting box whe're hot 
metal is poured on it to make 
a semi-cylindrical plate which,! 
is placed on the press. 

Presses Threaded.
Prior to this, the pressmen 

have "threaded" or lined up 
the press with paper and have 
the proper number of units of 
the press ready, to print the 
required number of pages of 
the paper. Ink is' put in the 
fountains, blankets on the 
press have been checked, bear-­ 
ings oiled and greased; the 
folder is set for a straight or 
collect run'. If colored ink is to 
be used, the fountains are 
made readf and the ink of the 

/ight color placed in the foun­ 
tains and the color register is 
tested.

All the time, 'the advertising

made ready ' for each route 
driver; street sellers start 
their cry of, "Read 'All About 
It" and the day's newspaper 
is started on its way to the 
reader.

Here again, one. of the 
strangest phenomena of to- 
day's business takes place. A 
newspaper has spent millions 
of dollars in equipment, has * 
perhaps one of 'the highest pay­

out a highly .technically pro* 
duced product and now it is 
turned over to a 12- to 18- 
year-old boy to distribute to 
the customers. And in many 
cases this boy also owns his 
own route and collects from 
Jhe readers for the paper.

Young But Skilled 
And yet, though they may 

be young in years, these young 
fellows are highly   trained 
business rriem The newspaper 
gives them -excellent business 
experience through the help 
and assistance of older more 
mature district managers who 
con'stantly advise them on their

wHen they get into'-trouble.
Their records of perfect de­ 

livery ov«r long ' periods -of 
time is amazing. Many have 
perfect service records extend­ 
ing over a period of years. And 
this with -a route which may

be delivered each evening or 
mornfng as the case may be.

man has delivered your paper! 
is the cycle of production com- 
pleted. For a missed paper

of the people who .have turned 
out the newspaper has gone for 
naught.

A highly  technical produc­ 
tion line business 'but depend­ 
ent in the final analysis upon 
a young,- growing business 
map, your newspaper boy. .

North Torrance Homeowner 
Group to Install Officers

The North Torrance Civic 
Improvement Assn. will install 
its newly elected oficers to­ 
night at 8., The slate of of­ 
ficers taking over the direc­ 
tion of. the activities of the as­ 
sociation for the fiscal year 
1956-57 is: John K. Kesson, 
president; , John Crain, vice 
president; Margaret Clark, 
secretary; Leroy Forsythe, 
treasurer, and Raymond Du- 
mais, auditor.

Kesson, re-elected to a sec­ 
ond term, relates that the as- 
social ion has ben instru­ 
mental in the procurement of 
many services for the resi­ 
dents of the area including 
the North Torrance post office, 
fire station, library, McMaster 
Park, and the completion of 
174th St. years ahead oLsched- 
ule.

"We need the assistance of 
every civic minded resident of 
North Torrance to promote 
and carry out our many ac­ 
tivities for the coming year," 
he said. "Much has been ac^ 
complished already, but-many 
things remain to be done. 
Everyone, members and non- 
members alike, desirous of 
making this community a bet­ 
ter place in which to live and

raise his family is invited to 
take an active part in the 
meetings."

Kesson is also chairman of 
the Red Cross drive and a 
charter member of the North 
Torrance Lions Club.

The NTCIA was 'organized 
"to foster and promote a me­ 
dium of community planning 
for the. welfare of the citizens 
of this area and the entire 
community," and was char­ 
tered by the state on Septem­ 
ber 19, 1949.

Meetings are held the first 
Thursday of every month, at 8 
p.m., at Me Master Park Hall, 
3624 W. 174th St.

Over 5000 AntlarUit 
Deer Taken on Coast

Tag returns to the Depart­ 
ment of Fish and Game show 
that the antlerless deer bag 
during the coastal season hunt­ 
ers' choice shoot has passed 
the 5000 mark.

As of September 25, the ant- 
Icrless bag was 5311, and it is 
expected to increase possibly 
to 6000 before all returns are 
in.

Los Angeles, Ventura and 
Monterey County topped the 
bag in that order.


