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EDITORIALS

The City Elections
With HIP cily pin-lion 

down to the serious busincs 
and the ftilure.

Al Ihis time, if appears as though there will be group 
control of the Cily Council and this imposes new and great 
er responsibility on those in power -notably Mayor Albert 
Isen and Councilmen Victor Benstead and Robert Jahn.

THE HERALD made recommendations on candidates 
and issues as we think a good newspaper should. All of its 
recommendations were not followed by the voters. But, 
it is evident, the balance of power has been established by 
such a slim margin that there are a good many thousands 
of voters who thought as we did.

At no lime during the campaign did THE HERALD 
indulge in personalities or in tactics that would only have 
created lasting animosities. We Ihink the interests of the 
whole community supersedes all others and will continue 
to work with city officials or any whose objectives cor 
relate this principle.

We congratulate the victors in (he election and wish 
them success in office.

Short Takes.,.
Wouldn't it be nice now if some Boy Scout Troop or the 

YMCA clubs were to get a nice donation to have their 
members fan out through the city and take down the 
thousands of campaign stickers which seem to cover all 
but the most inaccessible branches of the trees. -
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Congratulations are in order to those voters who were 
able to see through the implications oNProposilion No. 9 
and who voted to maintain separate school and city elec 
tions. Unofficial vote tallies yesterday indicated lhat the 
proposal to lump the two elections into one confusing 
mass has been defeated. The city is better for it.

Congratulations are in order also to Supervisor Bur 
ton W. Chace, who was honored this week by the Harbor 
District Chambers of Commerce for his many contribu 
tions to the harbor and beach areas of Los Angeles Coun 
ty. His work on behalf of the area he represents has 
brought improvements and facilities which will be enjoyed 
by hundreds of thousands of area residents and visitors 
for many years to come.
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Walteria Park Site
Editor, Torranee Herald:

At the regular meeting of 
the Walteria Civic Organiza 
tion held on April 3, 1956, It 
was brought before this body 
that a rumor is circulating of 
the proposed intent by the 
Oity to abandon the present 
Park and Recreational faclli 
ties now situated along 242nd 
St.. Ocean Ave.. and 101 High 
way In Walteria. 

After a thorough discussion

request thorough considera 
tion of the following: 

Members of the Walteria
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for something supposedly 
more necessary than recrea 
tion. The Organization worked 
long and hard to Initiate the

Including the new Ellinwood 
area. This park Is well 
equipped with rent rooms and 
well lighted, thereby Insuring 
the safety of youngsters dur 
ing play hours. The out of- 
door cooking facilities are a 
much needed improvement 
not only to the residents but 
» welcome Invitation to the 
tired traveler to stop and en 
joy the beauty as well as the 
picnic facilities of Walteria. 
The only other park available 
would be El Retlro which 
would necessitate crossing 
busy Calle Mayor and then 
walking or traversing on 
busy 101 Hwy.
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les on the need for securing 
more park sites and the con 
tinned development of recre 
ation facilities. This is a mat 
ter of record. We have worked 
hard to improve opportunities 
for recreation In the city of 
Torranee through a trying 
period when money for all city 
functions has been short anil 
taxpayers' groups have been 
asking for lower anil lower 
taxes. We oan't develop mote 
facililies and programs for
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Residents will recall that 
this building has now been 
moved to make way for the 
present construction and Is 
being well used for scouting 
activities.

Large amounts of money 
have been spent on Improving 
the park, grass, flowers and 
trees have been planted. Some 
trees and shrubs were the 
gifts of veteran organizations 
and some were planted In 
honor of pioneer settlers. A 
ball park was established with 
flood lights, tennis courts in 
stalled, a modern and com 
plete patio was built and now 
at long last, a recreation build 
ing Is under construction.

Now, when the long awaited 
building begins to materialize 
and Is actually being erected. 
It Is rumored that the park 
Is to be relocated. We believe 
people are being misled as to 
the reason for the relocation; 
namely, "It Is too close to the 
highway." Should the Coun 
cil abandon our present park 
facilities and rezone permit 
ting business establishments, 
said business could Include Is 
suing Of licenses to sell liquor 
which Is the rumor as we 
have heard It. Certainly par-' 
cuts would not approve such 
a setting for a public library 
which la patronized mainly by 
their children.

It In true that a park la 
needed In the vicinity of I'a 
clflc Hilli. Abandoning th« 
present Walteria Park to a 
proposed area In Pacific Hill* 
would endanger the young 
sters who take advantage of 
our present facilities Inasmuch 
as they would be obliged to 
travel across busy Hawlhrnnc 
Boulevard and undoubtedly 
would continue via Newton 
Street. Traversing the street 
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for money from the much 
over worked budget for anoth 
er recreation building? We, 
as tax payers, do not feel that 
we should, be further bonded 
and taxed In order that a few 
people might further their 
own personal gains.

WALTERIA CIVIC 
ORGANIZATION 
BESSIE SIXDNECKER, 

Secretary

Recreation in City
Editor. Torranee Herald:

During recent months, It 
has been brought to my at 
tention many times that the 
residents of Torranee do not 
understand the functions of 
the recreation department. 
Because we have drawn a lot 
of undeserved criticism due to 
this misunderstanding, I am 
writing this letter hoping It 
will clarify the situation some 
what.

Simply stated, the recre 
ation department carries on 
a supervised recreation pro 
gram on park and school 
areas. We perform no mainte 
nance or construction work of 
any kind. Our job of control- 
Ing use of the recreation 
buildings Is simply to provide 
a systematic means of Issuing 
building reservations, As the 
recreation department of the 
city, we do enjoy a high pri 
ority when It comes to using 
these recreation buildings for 
recreational purposes. We be 
lieve everyone will agree lhat 
the public recreation program 
provided out of funds derived 
from taxea certainly deserves 
this high priority when It 
comes to use of city facilities. 

This department became In 
vulyed In the construction 
work being performed under 
the recent bond Issues be 
cause we were advisory to 
the Recreation Commission 
which was In turn advisory to 
the City Council. A more 
dHiiocialla procedure la dlffl 
cult to Imagine. Heraiisc ue 
wen, giving expci t advice, It 
seemed logical that w« should

Frankly, we try to work 
within the limitations of our 
budget. We also feel that as 
recreational professionals we 
should Improve our services. 
We welcome constructive criti 
cism because we are anxious 
to please and to Improve: But 
It Is up to the taxpayer,! to 
make the decision whether 
they want to pay for more 
recreation and parks.

We, the recreation depart 
ment team, have sought to 
keep the recreation program 
close to the people It serves, 
close to the people who pay 
for It. W» believe that this 
Is where It belongs. If we 
have made mistakes. It ha.i 
usually been because we have 
tried to please everyone. In 
spite of the obvious Impossl 
blllty of ever achieving this 
goal, we still strive for It and

suppose .1
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his father had never drawn 
the old deed to the farm. If 
the other side produced the 
deed at the trial, Jones1 case 
would fall through and the 
judge should order a directed 
verdict against Jones then 
and there. Why waste more 
time?

3. Nonsuit: The Judge majj.. 
likewise declar; a. "nonsuit"', 
for similar reasons, fdr ex 
ample, in a trial without a 
jury.

4. Judgment notwithstand 
ing verdict: Sometimes a 
Judge may not see that one 
side has made out no ca#e at 
all until after the jury brings 
in Its verdict. Still, the judge 
may make a "judgment not 
withstanding the verdict." He 
thus overrides the jury's vej-- 
dlct but. only when the law 
Is so clearly against It that a 
court of appeals would also 
reverse the verdict anyhow.

Note: The State Baf,; ot 
California offers ttus'icpl.' 
umh for you tp k'pow' more 
about our laws,
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jury tp bring In a verdict for 
the other side; but only when 
there still would not be 
marriage, to share the gains 
of a ci inie, to pay a gambling
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HARRY B. VAN BELLEHEM 
Recreation Director

Firemen Praised
Editor, Torranee Herald:

The Torranee Fire Depart 
ment deserves recognition and 
pralae for the outstanding Job 
they did In fighting our re 
cent fire. All employes of the 
fire department were most 
courteous, conscientious, and 
above all, extremely efficient. 

They extended apologies for 
water damage, car«fully ex 
plaining they Imi triad to 
avoid fighting from within be 
cause It would Increase dam 
age, but had been unable to 
do so because of the danger 
ous condition of the roof. 
They took every precaution to 
see that no One was Injured 
and to protect departmental 
records.

As soon as the blue was 
out, they Immediately began 
cleaning up. An excellent job 
was done. By 10 a in. the city 
of Torranre had a scoop 
vhove) on the scene denning 
the debris from the street ami 
the fir* department waslu d 
down tin, sidewalk. Neighbor.
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servloe concerns, Incliid 
the newspaper*, water, 
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the Mayflower Transfer (ki.
Speaking for the California 

Stale Department of Employ 
men!, we deeply appreciate 
all of the services and courte 
Bleu rendered during our 
ciijcigcncy.

WINONA BULLS, 
Local Office Manager.


