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KIDNAP, ROBBERY TEAM SOUGHT
Exclusive Club 
Welcomes Chief
'  One pf the city's most exclusive fraternities initiated its 
newest memBer here Friday night. Retiring Police Chief 
Willard H. Haslam became the third member of the retired 
police officers' club.

On hand to welcome their veteran colleague into the 
ranks of the exclusive frater­ 
nity were former Chief John 
H. Stroh and Sergeant G. S. 
"Bill" Evans, who preceded 
Haslam in retirement.

Through City
  A completely naked man, 

who parked his car at Tor­

line for his Rolling Hills home, 
was stopped after he walked 
through a picture window at 
2900 Via Campesina, Palos 
Verdes Estates.

The man, a former airline 
pilot discharged last month

signs of mental disturbance,

rance Officers Gene Erbetta 
and Don Hartel and Palos 
Verdes Officer Fred Tomp- 
kins.

off his clothes, left them in 
his parked car, and made his 
way through the Hollywood Ri­ 
viera as surprised onlookers 
followed.

..Officers said he appeared to 
if "like a zombie" as he

window, through the house, 
and out the back door. No one 
was at home at the time. 
; The man, 200 pounds and 6 
feet 2 inches tall, was subdued

prison ward of Los Angeles 
General Hospital. He was

and placed under observation:
Police declined to give his

name.

Chat* Suspects Still 
Misting, Police Say

The two men who led offi­ 
cers from three police depart­ 
ments on a wild chase through 
Palos Verdes, Torrance, and 
Redondo Beach, Wednesday, 
still have not been found, of­ 
ficers said yesterday.

In a chase at speeds up to 
110 miles per hour, the pair, 
driving a stolen car, left in 
their *ake three .wrecked po- 

' lice cars, three damaged pri­ 
vate cars and a wrecked motor­ 
cycle. They abandoned their 
stolen vehicle, filled with bul-

^Jet holes, jn Redondo Beach
Bnd fled on foot.

Also on hand were more 
than 250 other friends of Chief 
Haslam as he was toasted at 
a dinner meeting at the Ameri­ 
can Legion hall. The guests at 
the dinner included most of 
the off-duty officers of the de­ 
partment, members of the 
Torrance Police Reserve, Tor­ 
rance Mounted Police, former 
police officers who now are 
members of the California 
Highway Patrol, Los Angeles 
police department, - and the ' 
sheriff's office; and the city's  
official, family, including all of i 
the councllmen and top city 
officials.

the evening of accolades for i 
Haslem were three high school' 
performers, Charlotte Johnson 
and a racy Charleston; and 
Alice Mewborn and Diana 
Cook who sang for the group. 

Haslam, known for years as 
"Pop" to his many friends, has

ing to do a little fishing now 
that he's retired, so the offi­ 
cers equipped him with a com­ 
plete outfit for the sport. 
Other gifts were presented to 
him by city employes, reserve 
officers, crossing guards, and 
the General Petroleum Corp., 
with whom Haslam was associ­ 
ated before joining the city 
nearly 30 yean ago. 

Stroh Here
Traveling to Torrance for 

the event from his home in 
Yucaipa was former Chief 
John H. Stroh, .whose retire­ 
ment three years ago paved 
the way for Haslam's eleva­ 
tion to the Chiefs post.

Others on hand to pay trib­ 
ute to Chief and Mrs. Haslam 
included their daughter, May 
Haslam, a teacher in San 
Pedro; Judges John. Shidler 
and Otto Willett of the South 
Bay Municipal Court, and Asst. 
Dist. Atty. William B. Keene.

Haslam's retirement was ef­ 
fective April 1. Asst. Chief 
Percy Bennett, who shared the 
spotlight with Haslam during 
the evening, has been named 
acting chief pending examina­ 
tions for a permanent chief.

tlve April 1, to welcomed Into the ranks ot retired Torrance police officers 'by the only 
two other officers In retirement, Sgt. G. S. "Bill" Evans (center), and Chief John H. Stroll 
(right). More than 250 persons toasted Haslam 'at i retirement party Friday evening.

Planners Back 
County Center

The Torrance Planning Commission threw its support

center in Torrance at its meeting Wednesday night.
The park has been proposed for the recently annexed 

Victor Tract land west of Henrietta St., between Torrance 
and Del Amo Blvds. Commis­ 
sioners discussed the possibi­ 
lity of de-annexation of the 
land, since the county might 
be reluctant to spend money 
on territory belonging to Tor­ 
rance, it was indicated.

Another giant park develop­ 
ment, proposed by the Colum­ 
bia Broadcasting System, on 
property at 190th and Haw­ 
thorne Ave., was dropped from 
the agenda at the*request of 
the petitioners. CBS originally 
had proposed a golf course, 
driving range, and sports shops 
on the site. Indications are 
that the development will 
not be made at this time, how­ 
ever.

Committee Begins Study of 
Schools' Reporting System

  A 19-member committee be­ 
gan the study of whether sev­ 
enth and eighth graders should 
receive letter grades Thursday 
nt a meeting in the Torrance 
Board of Education chambers.

Headed by Mrs. Margaret 
Denmarsh, curriculum special­ 
ist for the School District, the 
committee is composed af ad­ 
ministrators, teachers, parents, 
and representatives of business 
organizations.

The committee will consider 
whether the present non-grade 
type of report cards used in 
elementary schools should be 
changed to the graded variety 
for seventh and eighth graders, 
10 that youngsters will become 
accustomed to the grading sys-

m in high school.
', Suggestion Studied
Under study is the sugge*-

they felt grades should be

given to the upper levels in 
elementary schools to make 
the transition to high school 
smoother.

At present, parents of stu­ 
dents In kindergarten through 
the eighth grades receive writ­ 
ten evaluations, but no grades. 
In the reports, teachers try to 
evaluate the work the child is 
doing and explain the level of 
work which he is doing in the 
classroom. This is combined 
with an oral conference with 
parents, in which the same sub­ 
ject matter is covered. 

Grades Given
In high school, however, 

children are given grades in 
all subjects. This is done main­ 
ly to meet college entrance re­ 
quirements, since certain high 
school grade standards are set 
up for admission.

At Its first meeting Thurs­ 
day, the committee organized 
and considered various aspect*

of the grading system and the 
development of children.

include John F. Brislin, Rich­ 
ard S. Fitzgerald, John Miller, 
Dr. Glen Grimsley, Mrs. Don­ 
ald Hauscr, Mrs. Warren 
Boggs, and Mrs. D. D. Tuggle, 
representing parents; Tom 
Rische and Ralph Gompertz, 
representing newspapers; Mrs. 
Lyda R. Willis, Roderick Mc­ 
Daniel, Jean R. Gellerman, 
George W. Ackerman, and 
Gerald T. Ronan representing 
teachers; and Robert D. Alien, 
Lloyd Jones, and D. Boone 
Kirks, representing adminis­ 
trators.

Consultants to the group 
are Dr. J. H. Hull, superinten­ 
dent; Dr. Albert N. Posner, as­ 
sistant superintendent; and 
Miss Gertrude Burbage, curri­ 
culum consultant.

The request of Dr. Don C. 
Moshos for a variance and 
conditional permit for com­ 
mercial development of pro­ 
perty on Arlington Ave., be­ 
tween 237th and 238th Sts. 
was recommended for approv­ 
al, provided sewers and a

ty are taken care of.
Sewers and garages for pro­ 

posed apartments on 174th St. 
between Glenburn and Yukon 
Ave. held up Planning Com­ 
mission auction on the B & A 
Investment Co. request for a 
variance and conditional per­ 
mit to build the apartments 
in an agricultural zone.

Since the City Council ob­ 
jected to proposed 10,000 
square foot zoning for agri­ 
cultural pro'perty in the area 
west of the Civic Center, the 
Commission held the matter 
over for two weeks, for fur­ 
ther study.

Petition Studied
Sent to commute for study 

was the petition of Tom S. 
Howard, 24284 Neece .Ave., for 
a variance and conditional per­ 
mit for apartment develop- 
me* on the northeast corn­ 
er of 240th and Neece Ave. 
First formal hearing will hn 
April 17. The land now is zon­ 
ed for

The
proposal for construction of 25 
homes and four triplexes on 
property at the southwest corn­ 
er of 174th and Alnsworth 
Ave. was sent to committee for 
study. Under present plans, 
the firm would place the tri­ 
plexes on the corner, facing 
174th St., while the homes 
would be built behind and 
south of the multiple units. 

Hearing Planned
A hearing on the El Nldo 

rezoning question probably 
will be held some time In May, 
It was Indicated. Planners-have

Continued on P«« I)
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Variance for 
Calle Mayor 
School Asked

Plans to request a variance 
from 'the city to allow 'con­ 
struction of Calle Mayor 
School, just north of South 
High School, were approved 
Tuesday night by the Torrance 
School Board.

Development of the site

the Walteria Lake drainage ba­ 
sin. A city ordinance prohibits 
fills in that area until further 
development of the area is 
completed. 

School officials said that

be used as a drainage sump, so 
that the school would not con­ 
tribute to the drainage prob­ 
lems of the area.

The school is expected to re­ 
lieve Seaside School's double 
session problems and officials 
hope it can be completed 
sometime during the next
school year.

Victim Taken 
Into PV Hills
A kidnap-robbery team who took a Lomitan into the 

Palos Verdes hills at' gunpoint before ribbing- him of $160 
is being sought by Torrance and Southland police today.

Edgir McDaniel, 47, of 2104 Lomita Park PL, told Tor­ 
rance police that he had just cashed a payroll check at a

Council Asked 
To Reconsider 
Industrial Park

The Torrance City Council 
,wi!l be asked to reconsider the 
terms under which it granted 
a variance to the Coleman En­ 
gineering Co. for an industrial 
development south of Tor­ 
rance Blvd. between Haw­ 
thorne and Madrona Aves., 
when it meets at 8 p.m., Tues­ 
day. ,

The Council last we^k grant­

gineering, but failed to give 
the Del Amo Estates Co. per­ 
mission to proceed with plans 
for an industrial park which 
will include other firms on the 
same site.

In a letter, Del Amo Estates 
indicated that it planned an

of which Coleman will be a 
part. The over-all cost of site

high, if the rest of the site was 
not zoned as in industrial re­ 
port, the firm declared, and 
asked for reconsideration of 
the decision.

The Council also will con­ 
sider the recommendations of 
a committee studying the al­ 
leged violations of its variance 
by the Longren Aircraft Co. A 
nine-member committee is 
scheduled to meet tomorrow 
to study the matter.

Other topics to be brought 
up includes a change in the 
lights in front of Crenshaw 
School and stop signs at Vista

The Council will study a re­ 
quest from Battery D, 865th 
Missile Battalion, for assist­

located on the edge of the Tor­ 
rance Airport.

Temperatures

Sunday .......
Monday .......
Tuesday .....
Wednesday . 
Thursday ... 
Friday .........

High Low 
. 68 43 
.. 69 42
.. 77

. 74
73
73.

Ave. Friday before noon when 
he was taken at gunpoint by 
two suspects he described as

of age.
McDaniel said he was re­ 

turning to his car parked on 
the street in front of the mar­ 
ket when one of the suspects 
approached him and said: 

Put In Car
"Come on, get in my car!" 

The second suspect was sitting 
in the car parked on the street 
just ahead of the victim's car.

climbed into the rear seat of 
the auto, police were told. He 
was then driven over to Cren- 
shaw Blvd. and up onto Crest 
Rd. in the hills.

When they had traveled far 
enough to see Marineland on 
the coast below, McDaniel said 
the suspect turned on him and 
stated:

"Gimme your wallet." 
Dumped Out

After taking the $160 in 
bills, the suspect returned the 
wallet and dumped McDaniel 
out, he told police.

McDaniel told officers he 
walked all the way back to 
Lomita, arriving about 3:45 
p.m., or nearly four hours 
after he was first accosted. He 
then came to Torrance to 
make his report.

2 Youngsters 
Hit by Autos

Two Torrance youngsters 
were badly hurt in different 
accidents which occurred late 
Friday afternoon.

School Chief 
Critical Alter 
Heart Seizure

Dr. J. H. Hull, superinten­ 
dent of Torrance schools, was 
stricken with a heart attack 
late Friday night khile attend­ 
ing a superintendents' meeting 
at Paramount. He was report­ 
ed in critical condition yester­ 
day at Torrance Memorial Hos­ 
pital.

The 48-year-old educator be­ 
came ill at the superinten­ 
dents' meeting and one of the 
group took him home, believ­ 
ing it to be a recurrence of an 
old digestive upset. He became 
worse and was rushed to Tor­ 
rance Memorial Hospital,

critical condition, according to 
his doctors, Edward Knutson 
and Robert Nielsen, although'

proved.
Dr. Hulfcelebrated his 10th 

anniversary as head of the 
mushrooming Torrance school 
system last Monday. He for­ 
merly served as superinten­ 
dent of the school system at 
Corona and Keenesburg, Col.

Only members of the im­ 
mediate family were allowed 
to visit. His attack was de­ 
scribed as a "myocardial in­ 
farction."

Assistant Superintendent Al­ 
bert N. Posner will probably 
be able to act as superinten-

turn to his post, School Board 
President C. A. Mewborn said. 
Mewborn said he would con­ 
tact other board members to 
determine what action, if any, 
needs to be taken.

sen, 1123 Greenhedge Ave., 
was treated for a broken* col­ 
larbone at Harbor General 
Hospital after she was struck 
by the car of Violet Smead, 
4236 Via Pinzon, Palos Verdes, 
near 212th and Normandie 
Ave. . . 

Jeffrey Letterman, 2, re­ 
ceived a possible skull frac­ 
ture when he ran across the 
street in front of his home, 
16816 Yukon Ave., and was 
struck by a car driven by 
Richard Wilkinson, 16927 Yu­ 
kon Ave; He was reported in 
serious condition at Harbor 
Hospital.

DEMOLAY HEAD . . . Kent 
Jackson, son of Mr. and Mrs: 
Wlnfred Jackson, 3480 Del 
Amo Blvd., will be Installed 
as master counsellor of the 
Torrance chapter of DeMolay 
next Saturday night.

TK1PLK UtADKK . . . The comer of lUwIhorne Blvd. and 
Lomita resembled a downtown freeway for a few minutes 
Thursday evening as three can were Involved In   noisy 
crash. Can driven by John Grub, 63, of 1621 AcacU;

(llrnlitfnto by R. J D.url.,,,1.
Dorothy I.ea Shaver, 48, 2244 W. 241st.; and Iva Luelb 
Bell, 50, llermoia Beach, tangled at the corner. Grub re­ 
ceived face laceratloni and the Shiver woman received 
brubei. Both were treated by private phyilciani.


