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Thomas Blasts State 'Roadblocks'

The county will make some $48,000 worth of improve 
ment! at El Nido Park before it is deeded to Torrance, the- 
Recreation Commission was informed Wednesday night.

Commissioners Herbert Albright, who has been studying 
the situation of the park, which is located In recently 
annexed El Nido, reported that 
$20,000 worth of work is now 
under way and that an addi 
tional $28,000 was expected

At present, the county has 
let a contract which provides 
for grading and setting up 
baseball diamonds, while the 
second contract will provide 
a sprinkler system and rest-

Channel Fencing 
Seen as Board 
Revises Policy

The Board of Supervisors 
has adopted a new policy on 
the fencing of flood control 
channels which would allow 
the fencing of large parts of 
the Dominguez Channel, ac 
cording to Supervisor Kenneth 
Halm.

"If adoption of this new 
policy and fencing of the 
channel prevents the death of 
one child, It will certainly be 
worth while," Hahn, who intro 
duced the measure, declared. 

Area Studied
Flood control engineers now 

are studying several parts of 
the Dominguez Channel, in 
cluding the section in Tor 
rance, to see whether fences 
can be erected in accordance 
with the new policy. It is ex 
pected that definite recom 
mendations for fencing of 
these parts will be made to 
the Supervisors by April 9, 
Hahn said.

The new policy, which is a 
considerable liberalization of 
that previously in effect, pro 
vides that fences may be 
built if:

1. An attractive nuisance ex 
ists, furnishing a hazard to 
life.

2. The flood control district 
has performed some channel 
work in the past which 
changed the former natural 
stream conditions.

Right-of-way Needed
3. The Flood Control Dis 

trict has the right-of-way.
4. If the Flood Control Dis 

trict would normally construct 
fencing in the future in con 
nection with planned perma 
nent channel Improvements, to 
prevent unauthorized en 
croachments of the rlghts-of- 
way and there Is also a need 
to prevent encroachments at 
present.

5. Where subdivision of ad 
jacent land does not appear 
imminent.

The turnover was scheduled 
to be made on July 1. Since

plans for the sprinkler system 
and restrooms, the contract is 
expected to be let soon.

There is a possibility that 
more improvements might be 
made by the county if the city 
engineering staff could pre 
pare the plans, Albright said.

In other action, the commis 
sion made plans for presenta 
tion of Robert L. Gold's final 
report on the recreation situ 
ation in Torrance. The report 
will be given at a joint meet 
ing of the City Council and 
the Recreation Commission 
some time next month, and 
later at a meeting of interested 
community groups.

The report presumably will 
contain further information on 
the 132-acre tract in west Tor 
rance now under discussion as 
a possible regional sports cen 
ter for the county.

The commission also went 
on record as opposed to a re 
cent resolution of the Cali 
fornia League of Cities which 
asked that community recre 
ation fund agreements revert 
to the old fprmula.

Under the new recreation 
fund proposal, Torrance and 
Los Angeles would be the only 
cities to get more money from 
the county, while other cities 
would receive less.

Building Totals

Apartment and parochial 
school building furnished the 
biggest items in the $1,238,695 
building totals for March, ac 
cording to Walter Bradford, 
senior clerk in the Building 
Department.

The March total brought the 
year's figures to $4,869,235. At 
the same time last year, the 
city recorded $14,602,415 in 
building permits.

Biggest single item in the to 
tals was a $156,974 permit for 
two eight-unit apartments at 
16821 and 16907 Yukon Ave., 
taken out by Jacob Narrod.

Parochial school permits in 
cluded $56,237 for the First 
Lutheran Church at Carson 
and Flower, and $50,000 for 
St. Catherine Laboure Catholic 
School at 3846 Redondo Beach 
Blvd. St. Andrew's 'Church 
took out a $14,000 permit for 
additions to its sanctuary.

Apartment permits included 
$65,000 for eight units at 309 
Calle Miramar, presented by 
Frank Norris: $49,473 for five 
units 'at 112 Palos Verdes 
Blvd., C. J. O'Gorman; $44,000 
for six units at 233 Calle Mira 
mar, W. B. & L. Korach; and 
$38,600 for units at 2244 Re 
dondo Beach Blvd., Roy Lynd.

Burglar* Get $7
Burglars who broke into the 

Narbonne High School Library 
Friday got $7 by prying open 
a locked drawer, sheriff's dep 
uties reported.

9 SCHOOLS IN VARIOUS 
STAGES OF PLANNING

The building program of the 
Torrance Unified School Dis 
trict is moving full steam 
ahead, with nine new plants 
now in various stages of plan 
ning and a 10th scheduled to 
open in May, according to 
school officials.

Honey for purchase of eight 
school sites has been set aside 
by the State Allocation Board, 
with a total of $963,911 allo 
cated fen the basis of appraised 
valuation of the sites. All of 
these are in various stages of 
acquisition. A ninth site, Jef 
ferson, near Talisman and Car 
son Sts., has been acquired by 
the district.

21 Schools Here
Three new schools  Flavian, 

Anza, and Jefferson   brought 
the number of elementary 
schools In town to 21, with the 
completion of Parkway School, 
Palos Verdes Blvd. and Calle 
Miramar, expected late next 
month. The opening of Park 
way will mark completion of

Sanitation Chief to Talk
To Carson Group Tomorrow

D. W. Colfelt, area sanita 
tion chief of the Los Angeles 
County Health Department, 
will discuss sanitation and 
health problems at the April 
meeting of the Carson Civic 
Betlerment Assn. tomorrow 
night at the Women's Club 
house, 127 E. 220th St.

Ernest T. Winters, chief

field deputy to Supervisor 
Burton W. Chace, will be on 
hand to answer questions, ac 
cording to J. R. Gateley, presi 
dent.

The Carson Civic Better 
ment Assn. was organized sev 
eral years ago to promote civic 
welfare of the Carson area, 
Gateley explained.

all elementary schools now un 
der construction.

Work, however, is expected 
to begin shortly on the nine 
other elementary schools, 
which, will bring the number 
of elementary schools to 30.

Preliminary work on plans 
for Hamilton School, near 
182nd and Crenshaw Blvd.; 
Magruder School, 186th and 
Prairie Ave., Calle Mayor 
School, just north of South 
High School; and Yukon 
School, 177th and Yukon Ave., 
now Is underway, although 
complete title to the sites has 
not been secured.

Work Starts Soon
Other sites on which work 

Is expected to start soon in 
clude Lincoln, 166th and Ar 
lington Ave.; Franklin, near 
Ronald Ave. and Towers St.; 
Madison, 239th and Madison 
St.; and Adams, 238th and Ar 
lington Ave.

The double session problem 
at six schools will be aided by 
the construction of additions 
at Hillside, Riviera, Arlington, 
Sepulveda, Anza, and Flavian 
Schools, bringing a total of 28 
new classrooms Into use later 
this year. These additions will 
be of a new, prefabricated 
steel construction.

South High School, now un 
der construction, Is expecttd 
to be completed In time for a 
September opening, bringing 
the number of high school 
here to three. A fourth high 
school has been discussed, but 
no land has yet been obtained 
for it

Gas Can 
Robbers 
Sought

An all-points manhunt for 
t*o ' crazed gunmen was 
launched here yesterday after 
the pair (1) robbed, a sendee 
station at 225th and Western 
Ave., (2) wrecked their stolen 
auto at Carson St. and Har 
vard, (3) left the scene on foot 
although another motorist was 
injured, and (4) pummeled a 
housewife at 1308 W. 218th St 
before stealing her car and 
fleeing.

Torrance police answered 
the first, call Friday evening 
shortly after 4:15 p.m. when 
an employe at a heliocopter 
repair service near 225th and 
Western Ave. called to say the 
station across the street had 
been robbed.

Hid On C«B
Twenty-year-old " Bill Gron- 

dahl told police that one of the 
two suspects approached the 
station carrying a gasoline can 
while the second pretended to 
check the "stalled" auto near 
by.

"Give me your payroll mon 
ey," the bandit told Grondahl. 
When the victim resisted, he 
was hit on the head with the 
.38 caliber revolver carried by 
the suspect. The gun discharg 
ed as it hit him on the head, 
Grondahl told police. The bul 
let missed him.

Fled In Car
After felling the station at 

tendant, the robber grabbed 
his wallet and fled in the car.

At Carson St. and Harvard, 
the auto collided with an 
other. The two suspects fled 
on foot, leaving an injured 
driver at the scene.

A few minutes later, Mrs. 
Mazola Lewis, of 1308 W. 218th 
St., was accosted by the pair 
who came up to her just as 
she had backed her late model 
car out of the garage.

"We've just had an accident, 
and it's very urgent that we 
use your telephone," one sus 
pect told her.

Woman Struck
Before she could say any 

thing, they had her car. She 
grabbed one suspect by the tie, 
and was struck in the face. 
They fled east on 218th St. in 
the auto.

The auto wrecked at Carson
and Harvard was stolen also, a
check by Los Angeles Harbor
Division police determined,.

Pair Described
Descriptions broadcast by 

police yesterday said the first 
suspect was a white male 
American, about 40, 5 ft. 7 in., 
and 150 Ibs.

The second was described as 
a white male American, possi 
bly Mexican, age 28 to 30, 5 ft. 
11 in. and weighing 200 Ibs.

Two suspects apprehended 
near Gardena Friday night 
could not be identified with 
the case, police said.

Temperatures

Sunday .......
Monday .......
Tuesday .. 
Wednesday . 
Thursday ... 
Friday ...

High Low
... 7J J7
... 7* 40
... 72 45

ROADWAY SHORTAGE . . . Assemblyman'^VIncent' 
Thomas blasted the State Division of Highways this week, 
saying the Southland was being shortchanged on highways. 
His comments came on the heels of a demand by Inter- 
City Highway Committee members that construction be 
speeded on Freeways In this area.

Year-Round Use
The Torrance Recreation Commission recommended 

that the Torrance Municipal Plunge be kept open on a 
12-month basis at its meeting Wednesday night.

After studying reports of a similar operation in Oak 
land, Calif., the commission recommended to the City 
Council that an appropriation 
for year-round operation of 
the pool be- included in the 
next city budget.

Schools Might Cooperate
Commissioner Herbert Al 

bright 'said that negotiations 
with the school district for 
financial aid should be inves 
tigated, since the schools 
might be interested in using 
the pool for swimming classes.

The commission also studied 
plans for putting a windbreak 
along the west side of the 
open-air pool.

The pool itself will open on
April 13 for week-end use, and 
will be open full time during

Easter vacation and the sum 
mer. It was opened last year. 

Permission for the YMCA 
to rent the pool for learn-to- 
swim classes during Easter va 
cation also was recommended 
by the commission. The YM 
requested use of the pool for 
four hours in the morning dur 
ing April 15 to IB. Half-hour 
classes for about 40 boys are 
held in the shallow end of the 
pool, according to YMCA Sec 
retary Joe Wilcox. Other swim

pool at the same time, Recre 
ation Directpr Harry Van Bel- 
lehem said.

System Costs 
Million Here
Development of an adequate road system in Southen 

California Is being blocked by the "high-handed" opej 
ations of State Division of Highway officials, Assemlymar 
Vincent Thomas charged this week.

Speaking at a luncheon meeting of the Los Angelei 
County legislators, the San Pe- 
dro Assemblyman said local 
road authorities had been try 
ing for years to get 118 miles 
of Southland highways into the 
state highway system to quali 
fy for State-Federal construc 
tion funds.

"That's It"
And, Thomas reported, when 

the division last Wednesday 
reported its five-year program,
still without the major South 
ern California requests, high 
way officials told Los Angeles 
County legislators, "Gentle 
men, that's it. That's all you'll get"

county and city engineers were 
not consulted about the devel 
opment of a highway system 
In their own area, they replied 
'We don't have to," he report 
ed to legislators.

Costs Mlllloni
Thomas, who represents San 

Pedro, Wilmington, and Tor 
rance in Sacramento, was join 
ed by Lewis Arnold of the Los 
Angeles Bureau of Engineer- 
Ing before the Southland dele 
gation. Arnold told the group 
that the state's attitude had 
cost the Southland millions of 
dollars a year in rights of way 
and construction costs.

A complete report on South 
land road needs is being pre 
pared by Thomas for the in 
formation of the legislators 
from this area, be said.

"We are not going to gat 
any routes in Southern Cali 
fornia unless we stick to 
gether," Thomas said. 

Cities Seek Aid
Wednesday's meeting with 

the Division of Highways was 
held almost at the same time 
a delegation of officials from 
Torrance and other Southwest. 
coastal cities was appearing be 
fore the State Highway Com 
mission with demands for con 
struction allocations for the 
San Diego Freeway, which is 
in the federal highway pro 
gram.

The delegation returned this 
week, saying they were as 
sured that their requests 
would receive consideration.

The 14 officials from this 
area who attended the Sacra 
mento meeting Wednesday 
morning went as representa 
tives of the Inter-City Highway 
Committee, whose membership 
is drawn from Torrance area 
cities.

Keene Ordered 
To Widen Study 
Of Gee Warrants

AssistAt District Attorne;
William B. Keene will broadei 
his investigation of the bai 
warrant collections of Jacl 
Gee, upon instructions fro.n 
the criminal complaints com 
mlttee of the Los Angele 
County Grand Jury, he report 
ed yesterday.

Keene Tuesday presentei 
his findings in the investiga 
tion of warrants which Gei 
collected for Torrance. Aftei 
hearing the report, the Gram 
Jury committee moved tha 
the "matter pend until : 
broader aspect of the situatioi 
be developed by further inves 
tigation."

Gee also served as a bail col 
lector for Culver City, Her 
mosa Beach, and Ihglewood 
Keene indicated that he wll 
look into the warrants whid

The previous investigatioi 
showed that 100 warrants is

Ing, 93 of which had been giv 
en to- Gee for collection. The; 
were valued at $3681, he said 

His office is continuing ti 
receive complaints from pet 
sons who say they paid thet 
bill to Gee, but whose mone; 
has never been received b; 
the court, Keene seld.

Rivierans to 
Seek Library

A branch library for thi 
Hollywood Riviera area will jji 
the topic of discussion at the 
Riviera Homeowners meetini 
Monday night at 8 p.m. at Riy 
iera School.

The group previously re 
quested a fourth Tommo 
branch be located in thel 
area. The closest branch nov 
Is in Walterla.

Nell Whltney, who has beet 
circulating petitions for a sew 
er district 3 (middle Riviera! 
will bring them to the meetin; 
for signatures.

National 'Realtor Week'
The Torrance-Lomita. Board 

of Realtors today begins it ob 
servance of national Realtor 
Week, joining hundreds of 
similar boards across the coun 
try in presenting the high alms 
and obligations of Realtors to 
the public, according to an an 
nouncement by Roy A. Shaw, 
president of the board.

Shaw explained that Real 
tors are those real estate bro 
kers who have taken on the 
duty of providing Individual 
and community services be 
yond the call of ordinary com- 
mejice.

These obligations, immense 
ly Important to the persons

dealing with and through 
realtors, arise from the Real 
tor's membership in the local 
board and in the National As 
sociation of Real Estate 
Boards, Shaw said.

"In joining the local and na 
tional Realtors' organizations, 
the incoming . broker pledges 
himself to act in accord with 
the Realtors' strict code," 
Shaw stated. The code of 
ethics is based on the Golden 
Rule and embodies these 
words: "Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, 
even so do ye also unto them."

"The standards of this code

are higher than those set forth 
in state license laws, and the 
local board is empowered to 
see to It that its members live 
up to its provisions," the board 
chief said.

Members cited for violation 
of the code's terms face loss 
of membership.

"Realtors throughout the 
country are recognized ai a 
group who work closely with 
all citizens for the betterment 
of their communities," accord 
ing to Shaw.

He points out that Realtors 
have distinguished themselves 
not merely because of their

adherence tu a strict code o 
ethics that enables the publl 
to place the utmn nnfidenc 
in them in bir transac 
lions, but becau as an 61 
ganized group, UK. have beei 
able to understand and wor! 
toward a solution of problem 
peculiar to their individuj 
communities.

"To qualify for memhershl; 
In the local and national « 
ganizalions, a Realtor mui 
have proven competence, all' 
in joining he pledges himsel 
to maintain and improve hi 
knowledge* of real estate ffl 
the benefit of his clients an 
community," Shaw said.


