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D. A. AUDITOR CONTINUING 
CHECK INTO BAIL SYSTEMS
Court Records 
Checked by D.A,

An audit of warrants issued in South Bay Municipal 
Court during the years 1953, 1954, and 1955 was nearly 
completed late yesterday, and a special D.A. investigator 
was ready to go on to 1956, Deputy District Atty. William 
B. Keene told the HERALD yesterday. 

"Some discrepancies have

GOES ON DISPLAY . . . Torrance's Nike facilities at the 
Airport will be on public display from 1 to 4 p.m. Satur 
day. Visitors will be able to see the Army's supersonic 
guided missile, storage facilities, and other parts of the 
base.

Nike Site Sets 
Public Showing

The recently activated NiKe guided missile launching 
site at Torrance Municipal Airport will hold its first open 
house here Saturday, according to Capt. Clayton Sandoe, 
commanding officer of Battery D, 865th AAA Missile Bat 
talion (Nike). Two phases of the open house have been

aaid.
One will consist of a tour 

for city officials and officers 
of civic and social organiza 
tions, and will begin at 9 a.m. 
Saturday.

The second phase will be a 
general public showing of the 
guided missile facilities begin 
ning at 1 p.m. During the af 
ternoon, and the public will 
be taken on tours of the instal 
lation and see films on the 
Nike in action.

Crew To Drill
Features to be shown dur 

ing the tour include the Nike 
launching area, rocket fueling 
demonstrations, crow drill, and 

! the participants will be shown 
how the missiles are brought

i surface for loading.
Families with children have 

' been given a special invitation 
| by Captain Sandoe.

The Torrance Nike Installa 
tion is one of a ring of such 

efense Installation around Los

ICHOOL HIT 
'ICE IN

Burglars made two raids 
dthin three days at the Carl 

Bteelo Elementary School at 
|9300 Inglewood Ave., accord- 

to police.
In a week end Incursion,-, a 

Uef made off with $27 from 
cafeteria after gaining en- 

by breaking a window. 
; Early Tuesday, about $4 was 
ken from a storeroom by a 

glar who entered a rest 
n, then loosened acoustical 
in the celling to crawl 
gh a low attic,
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Angeles County, and is -consi

fense organization for the area. 
The Nike, named after the god 
dess of victory in Greek myth 
ology, is the Army's first super 
sonic guided missile designed 
to intercept and destroy enemy 
aircraft despite evasive action. 

Nike Supersonic
The Nike can attain speeds 

in excess of 1500 miles per 
hour, official sources have dis 
closed, and can destroy at tar 
get within 25 miles of launch 
ing point.

Personnel manning the Tor 
rance Nike .facility number 
about 100 men and six officers, 
and the unit is on duty 24 
hours a day.

Site of the Torrance Nike 
base is on the east end of the 
Torrance Municipal Airport,

been found," Keene said. He 
declined to elaborate, saying 
that a statement would be 
issued later.

Torrance Police Chief Wil- 
lard Haslam had told the City 
Council previously that Harris 
said the discrepancies were ap 
parently a 50-50 proposition 
that the city and the court 
shared the blame for the er 
rors.

Gee Dismissed
Central figure in the investi 

gation, special warrant officer 
Jack Gee who performed the 
out-of-town warrant service 
for the city, has been dismiss 
ed from his job with the city

City Manager George Stev 
ens told the Council Tuesday 
that he had ordered him "fired 
. . . period."

The present Investigation 
arose out of a hearing last Feb 
14 (HERALD, Feb. 17). At thai 
time, a Los Angeles man testt 
fled that he had paid Gee $91 
in bail but the money was nev 
er recorded In court. No rec 
ord of the payment has been 
found at Torrance Police De 
partment, where Gee normally 
deposits the ball-money col 
lected.

A testimony to Gee's apti 
tude for the job was volunteer 
ed by City Manager Stevens 
to the Council Tuesday when 
he said Gee essentially was in 
the skip-tracing business for the 
city, and was one of the best 
In the country.

Will Cost City
"It's going to cost us money 

to get rid of him" Stevens said. 
He explained that Gee had 
been able to serve warrants 
which other officers could not

One of the Councilmcn com 
mented that his services 
brought about $3000 a month 
nto the city.

Checking of the warrants
near Crenshaw Blvd. at 254th i may go back to 1948, Keene
St. 1 said yesterday. That is the year

Local Library Will 
Be Regional Center

Plans to expand the Tor 
rance Library to serve as a re 
gional center for libraries in 
this area and as the depository 
for a collection of scientific 
looks was announced this 
week by County Librarian 
John D. Henderson.

Mrs. Dorothy Jamieson, li 
brarian here since the Tor 
rance Library moved into its 
present quarters at 1345 Post 
Ave., in 1937, will become re 
gional librarian.

Expansion Planned
The present collection of 

18,000 books in the main li 
brary and its Wa 11« r 1 a' and 
Vorth Torrance branches, will 

expanded const d e r a b 1 y, 
Mrs. Jamieson said. Since Tor 
rance is the center of a large 
ndustrlal area, the local li 
brary will gather a large col- 
ection of scientific materials, 

she said.
City building officials are 

studying plans for expansion of 
iresent facilities. Among the 
deas being studied are addl- 
ion of a mezzanine to the pres 

ent building, doubling the

stack capacity; possible use 
of the old city hall for the li 
brary; or construction of new 
facilities. Additions to the 
present library seem most 
likely, it was indicated.

The county furnishes books 
for the Torrance library under 
contract with the city. 

Regional Center
Under the new plan, the Tor 

rance library will become re 
gional center for 13 branch li 
braries, including Walteria, 
North Torrance, Carson, Do- 
minguez, Gardena, Hermosa 
Beach, Manhattan Beach, Man 
hattan Heights, Lawndale, 
Strawberry Park, Moneta, Key 
stone, and Lomita.

The Torrance facilities will 
be used as distribution center 
to channel all books in the 
county collection to the other 
branches. Formerly, each 
branch library ordered direct 
ly from the downtown center. 
The reorganization is designed 
to provide speedier and more 
efficient service to book bor 
rowers, Mrs. Jamieson said.

Gee first began his employ 
ment with the city.

The discrepancies reported 
so far have taken place prior 
to a reorganization of the sys 
tem by Chief Haslam last sum-

Ground, Fine 
Buzzing Pilot

A young Iranian flier ac 
cused of terrifying housewives 
when he "buzzed" the Seaside 
area had his wings clipped 
Monday by Municipal Judge 
John Shidler.

Hossein Shahim, 26, of Los, 
Angeles, was fined $100 after 
having been found guilty ol 
flying low over a residentla7 
neighborhood. He was ordered 
not to fly for six months as a 
condition of two gears' proba 
tion.

Shahim was arrested by Of 
ficer Ray Silagy after he land 
ed at Torrance Municipal Air 
port on Sunday. Prior to the 
landing, more than 40 resi 
dents of the Seaside district 
called police to complain that 
a light plane was swooping 
near their homes, to within 50 
feet of the ground in the low 
lying Walteria Lake area.

"I can look DOWN into the 
plane and can almost make out 
the color of his eyes," declared 
one frantic woman as she 
phoned from her hillside 
bouse.

Shahim, who was flying a 
plane rented at Hawthorne 
Airport, said he came to the 
local field to get a cup of cof 
fee. He claimed to have been 
confused by a change in the 
airport's usual landing pattern.

"You have caused more dis- 
urbance to more people than 

anyone who has been in this 
court in a long time," Judge 
Jhidler told the swarthy de- 
endant.

Shahim came to this country 
'rom Iran two years ago to 

study electrical engineering at 
El Camino College.

Drale Hit by 
School Bus

Obrien Z. Drale, father of 
ty Councilman Nickolas 0. 

)rale, will celebrate his 74th 
birthday today in Torrance Me 
morial Hospital as the result 
of injuries sustained when he 
was struck by a school bus 
tionday morning.

Drale, who lives at 3S8B Re- 
londo Beach Blvd., was walk- 
ng along Redondo Beach 
llvd., east of Crenshaw Blvd.,' 

about 8 a.m., Monday morning, 
when he was struck by the pri 
vate school bus. He received 
compound fracture of the right 
eg. He was reported in good 

condition.
The bus, owned by the Haw- 

home Christian School, was 
driven by Earl Peri-inc, 45, 
nglewood. Both Drale and the 

bus were eastbound on Redon 
do Beach Blvd. A number of 
chool-hound children were 
in the bus at the time.

MOVING IN . . . Helping Mrs. Anne Armstrong, first 
grade teacher at newly-opened Flavian School carry some 
of her books Into the classroom are Alane Johnson, Dan 
Valeska, Debble Landers, Hollle Barbie, and Principal Wil 
liam J. Clary. The new school opened Monday with 530 
students, relieving the double session problem at Steele 
School.

Open Fund Drive
More than 350 volunteer workers the largest solicit 

ing group in Torrance history gathered yesterday at Civic 
Auditorium for the kickoff meeting of the general public 
campaign for the Little Company of Mary Hospital. The 
group will undertake solicitation of personally selected
families in Torrance with first 
calls being made today. Some 
20,000 pledge cards 'for the)0 pledge cards for tne rf gnd Frid from   a m to
new hospital are racked at Old 5 m order t(J give aU
City Hall, from which the vo - workers ample opportunity to
untecrs will select the mdi- . , rt r
viduals they wish to approach

ranee for 37 years," he said. Friday.
 This is the largest turnout of

at lt 
e open Thurs.

select cards.
Friday morning at 10 the 

women will meet at the Audi
Sam Levy, campaign chair- tori urn for their first report

man, expressed confidence meeting, at which time it is
that the women will exceed expected that all volunteers
;heir $100,000 goal. -        - -   -

Cannot Fall
"I have been engaged in have obtained in the brief pe

fund-raising activities in Tor- riod between Wednesday and

Two additional report meet-
volunteer workers I have ever ings will be held next week, 
seen for any cause. With the both at 10 a. m. at the Auditor- 
spirit and determination of lum, on Wednesday and Frl 
these women behind it, this day. 
campaign cannot fail."

The group heard George W. 
Post, general gifts director, 
and Elaine Tweedy and Clara 
Conner, women's corps co- 
chairmen, give-brief talks of Burglaries of the American 
encouragement. Fred A, Kraus, Legion Hall and the Torrance 
campaign director, outlined Rollerdrome have been admit- 
suggested methods of solicita- ted by two Carson youths, it

_________ __
»» , i A J M. 
YOUthS Admit

I o UT

tion for maximum results.
Cards Disappear 

Immediately after the Audi-
orlum gathering was adjourn- Formby, 22, of 22325 Main St., 

ed, the ladies went to Old City and Claude D. Parker, 19, of 
Hall, where for the next three 207 Gulf Ave., admitted break- 
hours they searched out the ing into the buildings early 
cards of prospective donors, this month. 
Kach worker was asked to take They got cash, cigarettes, 
10 cards for solicitation. By candy, and other items worth 
noon, nearly 2000 cards had more than $200, Aihton 
been removed from the racks stated.

was announced Wednesday by 
Del. Capl. Ernest Ashton. 

He said that Travis Lee

Buildings Needed 
At Perry, Fern

Recommendations for replacement of Fern School, the 
Perry administration building, and 24 temporary buildings 
in use at five schools were received Tuesday night by the 
Torrance Board of Education. After a study of buildings 
in the district, particularly with an eye to possible earth 
quakes, J. E. Byers, structural
engineer, made the recommen 
dation to the' board. The board

ment. 
Biggest item which would be

place the El Nido buildings en 
tirely. At Meadow Park and 
Crenshaw, new plants have 
been built, but due to popula-

replaced would be Fern School, tion growth, the old buildings 
a two-story structure built in I still are being used. The same 
1924. In his report, Byers not- situation exists at Casimir and 
ed that the building was not 
earthquake - proof in accord 
ance with the Field Act of 
1933. It also lacks many mod 
ern facilities now used in 
school, he said.

Costs Cited
Modernizing and bringing 

the school up to earthquake 
requirements would cost about 
$247,000, he estimated, which 
is about 78 per cent of the cost 
of building a new structure, 
which would be about $319,000.

Remodeling the school would 
put it out of use for about a 
year, he said, while a new 
building could be built on the 
east part of the site, and the 
old site, located on the west 
part, could be used during 
construction. , ,

Building Inadequate
The administration building 

at Perry School, built in. 1914, 
is a wood frame structure in 
adequate in many ways, Byers 
said. When proposed widening 
of Prairie Ave. is completed, 
the street would be within five 
feet of the school.

The building now houses ad 
ministration offices and three 
classrooms, although the. rest 
of the classrooms on the site 
were built within the last two 
years. Byers recommended that 
the building be replaced by a 
more modern structure. 

Removal Asked
He also recommended that 

temporary buildings in use at 
five sites be replaced as quick 
ly as possible. All are of bar 
racks-type construction.

They include all eight build 
ings at El Nido School, 10 
buildings at Meadow Park 
School, five at Crenshaw, 
School, two at Casimir School, 
and one at Carr School.

Way Cleared 
For Extension 
Of Arlington

Funds for the long-awaited 
paving of Arlington Ave. were 
approved Tuesday by County 
Supervisor Burton W. Chace.

Chace's action makes avail 
able an appropriation of $60,- 
000 from County Gas Tax 
Funds to the city of Torrance 
for the grading and paving of 
Arlington Ave. from 190th St. 
to Del Amo Blvd.

The supervisor pointed out 
that the actual work on the 
project will be done entirely 
by the city of Torrance. 
Chace's action culminated aft 
er a long campaign on the part 
of the Torrance civic leaders 
for the Arlington Ave. im 
provement.

City Manager George Stev 
ens said easements from the 
Bethlehem Pacific and Domin- 
guez Estate Cos. all are ex

the project will be accepted 
very shortly.

State aid for Arlington as a 
major state highway will be 
sought, Stevens said.

The extension of Arlington 
long has been sought as an 
other link between central and 
north Torranoe.

GP Foreman Elected 
To Management Club

Thomas E. Gibson, 1838 W. 
213th St., has been elected a 
member of the Mobil Manage 
ment Assn. of General Petrol 
eum Corp. ' i

NEIGHBORS PROTESTING 
MARION AVE. WALKWAY

A petition protesting the plans to put a walkway 
for South High School students at the end of Maridn 
Ave. was presented to the Torrance Board of Educa 
tion Tuesday night. \

Presented by R. E. Schroeder, 4905 Marion Ave;., 
and Maurice Gorchester, 4906 Marion Ave., and signed 
by 75 residents of the area, the petition protested 
plans to put the access walkway to the school at the 
end of Marion Ave., which abuts on school property:

School officials said the walkway was planned 
there as an access road to Calle Mayor. The only other 
entrance to South High would be through a driveway 
a half-block south, leading to the school parking lot, 
and officials opined that this would not be safe for 
students walking to school.

Residents protested that opening Marion Ave., a 
dead-end street to the school, would cause a great 
influx of traffic down Marion Ave., which has no side 
walks. They said they felt that many parents would 
drive down the street to let their children off, endan 
gering both residents and walking students.

Residents also feared that students might park 
their cars on the streets, especially during football 
games and other special events. The football field will 
be located directly east of the area In question.

The board took no action at the meeting on the 
petition.


