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Traded Flying Wings For Wedding 

Rings, . .. And They Still Fly High
3Y ELEANOR GILBERT

What happens to the girls who turned in their flying wings for wedding rings' 
Tiiese former female blrdllngs, who were stewardesses or hostesses, although married] 
are anything but "grounded."

Investigation proved that these once high-flying ladles are still flying high as alumnae 
in teeir respective groups. The girls, now happy wives and mothers, continue to give 
service, now,' through their 
separate clubs, to the commu-

served the .traveling public.
The local groups, made up 

of former hostesses and stew 
ardesses, are the Trails World 
Airlines Clipped Wing Club, 
American Airlines Kiwi Club,

lines, and the local girls from 
United Airlines have organ 
ized the Klipwings. 

, Each of these clubs had its 
beginning; ts an informal 
groi/p which gathered for 
purely social reaiohs "to ex 
change reminiscences and to 
renew old friendships." In 
short order, formal organiza 
tion seemed indicated. Offi-
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cers were elected and de

thropic work as well as social 
objectives in their activities. 

One of the early groups s< 
formed was TWA's Clipper. 
Wings which was started lo 
cally. They decided to have a

work the latter part of 1954 
according to. Mrs. Robert Pick- 
rell, first president in the Los 
Angeles area. Named after the 
older clubs in Kansas 'City 
New York City and S*n 'Fran 
cisco, they contributed their 
early efforts to the Childrens' 
Hospital.

CHOOSE PHILANTHROPY 
\ Then, last year, after publl 
cizing tbeir desire to help. a 
group which had nt> support 
whatsoever, they selected the 
Patricia Lesnick Foundation

recently recognized, always 
fatal, children's disease. At 
their ' annual dance last Oc 
tober the Clipped Wings 
raised over jlOOO towards re 
search on cystic fibrosis.

We felt that working, for 
children should be an impor 
tant part of ma activities," 
said' Mrs. H. (Bud)'Wrlght, 328 
Via Colusa. Joan Lalor', as she 
was known when she flew for 
TWA, is the mother of Kathy; 
4, and Todd, 2'/4. She1 was 
corresponding secretary for 
the Clipped Wings and Is a

tee this year. She sews for 
her children and for herself
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and enjoys swimming for rec 
reation.

""I had the 'bug' to become 
a hostess ever since I was a 
little girl," she said, "and I 
joined TWA as soon as I was 
of age." She feels the train

being at ease with them, and 
in Understanding the problems 
and conditions so that she has 
no fear about her   Husband's 
work.; He is a pilot for United. 
'Although only 5'4" tall, Joan 
was not frightened when one 
Of the top. 'ten inost-wanted 
men was a passenger on her 
flight. She remembers that he 
was reading his newspaper up 
side-down in his nervousness.

Unaware of whom he was in

would Identify him for the po 
lice. "About a year later, he 
was given the gas chamber," 
she said, "for killing someone 
and'robbing* 6'ank."

"You meet cele'orities, ma- 
harajas and other real nice 
peqple. For a woman, I don't 
know of any other work that 
would surpass it. You learn 
how to handle the public and 
be responsible for making de 
cisions on your own." She 
recommends it for any young 
girl.

KIWI CLUB
Lillian Manis Watson, 504 

Paseo de las.Estrellas, is gen 
eral convention chairman for 
the Kiwi Club for the national 
convention to be held in Los 
Angeles in may of 1958. She 
is the wife of American Air 
lines pilot William K. Watson 
and mother of Jeffrey, ZVi, 
and Tara, \Vt. The Kiwis, now 
a national organization with 34 
chapters, has a' South Bay 
chapter which, is one of four 
in the Los Angeles area.'They 
support the Exceptional Chil 
dren's Foundation in L.A. 
They presented.a cage to the' 
San Diego Zoo for their name 
sake, the Kiwi bird from New 
Zealand, which has no wings.

Lillian says she planned to 
become a stewardess when she 
wag in high school and kept 
rying until she got irt when 

she was 21. She was an In 
structress and trained stew

RECALLING THEIR FLYING DAYS ... as airline stewardesses these three "former 
blrdlings" don their uniforms and pose for the photographer. Although It's been a few 
years^ they still present a handsohle picture. They; are, from the left, Mrs.i Lillian Manis 
Watson, S04 Paseo de las Estrellas; Mrs. (Donald) June -Anderson Kahe, 5014 Mindort 
Ave., and Mrs. (Bud) Joan Lalor Wrighf, 328 Via ColUss, Even though they are riiotheri 
and wives, they still fill every hour  with exciting iisefulness. . ,

ardess for American which 
was the first airline to have 
its, own school.

'I think the training is In 
valuable for becoming a* wife 
and mother. It teaches you re 
sponsibility for other people, 
for ideals and values. There's 
nothing more important in 
shaping the lives of children, 
character-wise," 'declared Lil 
lian. '

She had 15 Canadian girls 
In one class and they flew to 
Toronto for graduation. The 
girls were escorted through 
town by a bagpipe band as 
they rode in new convertibles. 
They were showered with con 
fetti and ticker tape. "It was 
exciting because of the inter 
national flavor," she said. 

TAILWIIJDS
Editor^of "Tailwinds," local 

stewardess' paper for the Klip 
wings, is Doris Torrey Inglis, 
wife of Marian K. Inglis, pilot 
for United, 121 Via los Altos. 
The national organization, 
with 11 chapters, began in 
Chicago in 1941. For the last 
four years they have support 
ed the National Association 
for Retarded Children, and 
prior to that, the Florence 
Wttenden Home. ' '   
Klipwings works on a local 

>asls and supports the South
(Continued an P«*» V>

  "WHEN MOMMY WAS A FLIER ... 1* being: pointed' evt 
by MM. (Harlari) DorU Torrey IngUs, 121 Via Los Altoe, 
to her two sons, Stephen, 5, at the left, and Terry, 2tt, at 
the right Mrs.'Inglis shows the boys a picture of herself

' Jn, hej? airline hostess uniform. ' ...

imitlcally In on* 
it op*fttion...ln I«M than on* hour.
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