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-HOME - GARDENf
Privacy Can Be Attained Through Planned Use of Hedges, Screens

In planning »nd planting 
your California garden you can,

ehleve the effect of neatness 
And line In design as will as 
privacy with the use of certain 
plants for hedges and screens. 
Outstanding for these two
'Oles, according to the Califor­ 

nia Association of Nurserymen,

are the shrubs boxwood, privet, 
(jugenia, holly, nlttosporum,
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grown in tubs arid containers 
for Indoor situations such as 
foyers and lobbies and for ter­ 
races, or allowed to ramble nat­ 
urally along the base of slonr 
walls. A moist, light soil Is de­ 
manded by the boxwood with, 
of course, regular watering and 
occasional feeding, such as a 
top dressing of manure, sul­ 
phur or commercial fertilizer.

The kinds of the boxwood 
most often grown In thr West 
are the Japanese lb. microphyl- 
la japonlca). English (b. sem- 
pervirens) and the Korean (b. 
hurlandil).

Good For Screens
One of the ocrt uses for two 

types of the privet (ligustrum) 
shrub is the Informal high 
screen. The Japanese (L. |»po- 
nicum) and the glossy (L. lucl- 
dum) are two privet varltles 
often confused with each other. 
They grow to 12 and 25 feet, re­ 
spectively, however, the .Japo- 
nleum may be clipped to a 
height of 5 feet as a formal 
hedge. The Japanese features 
leaves that are, s tra ngel y 
enough, gles&Ior than the glos­ 
sy with bigger and denser flow, 
er clusters. Other prlveis make 
fine h«lg*s; all members of 
this family arc not particular 
as to soil, heat or wind and will 
respond quickly to fertilizer 
and water.

A» a tall screen or narrow 
clipped hedge the Australian 
bush cherry (eugenla panlou- 
lata australlsi serves very well. 
Its foliage Is glossy gree.n and 
rather bushy with small, edible 
rose-purple fruits. A dwarf 
form, the variety Armstrong, 
grows compact and dense and 
makes a good Informal hedge. 
Eugenlas need good drainage 
10 that the necessary frequent 
watering does not cause water­ 
logging. Plant in full sun or 
partial shade. Eugenlas wll 1 
probably not do too well where 
temperatures fall below 22 or 
24 degrees.

Holly .Suited Mere
Hollies make fine shrubs and 

screens in a garden and yard, 
too. The Chinese holly (Ilex 
cornuta) reaches 10 feet, with 
slightly spiny leaves and big 
scarlet berries at Christina: 
time. The burford variety of

the Chinese also reaches the 
same height and Is especially 
stilted for Southern California 
climate situations. Give the 
hollies a rich, slightly acid soli, 
well-drained   In either sun or 
shade, However, you'll find 
that the growth of these 
shrubs I? more compact and 
the berry crop heavier If the 
shrub Is In the sun.

Excellent-high, dense screens 
are formed by the plUospprt 
urns In their growlh. Especial­ 
ly good for this u s p Is the 
Queensland IP. rhomblfolium) 
which reaches 20 to 40 feet 
with large yellow berries and 
small white flowers amidst 
dark green, glossy leaves. The 
Japanese pittosporum (P. to- 
blra) grows to IS feet; Its foil- 
,i«e is leathery green and inter- 
speised wllh white flowers of 
orange-blossom fragrance and 
brownish fruit.

Htis Many species
There are mere than 20 spe­ 

cies and varieties of the vibur­ 
num available to Western gar­ 
deners. The variety viburnum 
tlnus has coarse, rough foliage 
thsl w!U not mildew and the 
«hrub 'itself does not require 
special enre. Another good vl- 
buinurn choice Is the luurcsti- 
mis (V. tlnus). It reaches 10 
feet, bearing dark green, glos­ 
sy leaves, white or pinkish 
flowers and black or deep blue 
be{rles.

These families of shrubs   
nnd a grr-at many more will 
serve I he dual purpose of 
hedge and screen In your gar­ 
den. As you make your Selec­ 
tion at your nurseryman's get 
his ideas for such planting ef-

Garden Chatter
By LORING BIGELOW

n recent years more and 
..re attention has been focus­ 
ed on grass culture throughout 
the country. A term "turfgrass" 
has boon coined to mean all 
turf, lawns, and maintained 
grass areas that are regularly 
mowed. Last July a survey was 
taken In Los Angelea County 
In which conservative figures 
were   tabulated. Approximately 
84,000 acres are devoted to turf- 
grass with an Installation ex- 
pense of over $262,000,000 and 
an annual maintenance cost of 
$00,000,000. Turfgrass culture 
here In Los Angeles County is 
"big business," and you, with 
your lawn, are a part of It.

It was my good fortune to 
attend a turfgrass field day re­ 
cently. The program was plan- 
nod by the University of Cali­ 
fornia Agricultural Extension 
Service of Los Angeles County 
and the Turfgrass Research Ad­ 
visory Committee. This meeting 
was arranged to pass on the 
latest information on turlgrass 
culture, the observation of sev­ 
eral Interesting turf plots, and 
the exchange of Ideas by top 
men In this field.

Few people realize that UCLA 
has been spending much time, 
money, and effort in testing 
various types of turf for our 
local conditions. These test 
plots are located on Veterans 
Ave., just South of Sunset 
Blvd., and East of Sepulvcda 
in West Los Angeles.

In addition to studies of var­ 
ious types ftf turf and combi­ 
nations of grasses, tests are be­ 
ing made on proper soli pre
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the studies being made on Irri­ 
gation or turf.

Of general interest to the 
homeowner and his l»\vn, Is 
the result of the compaction 
study made upon existing plod 
by the use of sand. Best results 
are obtained when the existing 
turf can be cultivated and oth­ 
erwise amended so that infil­ 
tration rates arc high, and then 
gradually adding a cushion of 
sand which contains lens than 
10 per cent organic matter by 
volume. It was shown that, com­ 
paction of the soil underneath 
the sand was not likely to w.- 
cur since pressures applied ta ^ 
the surface will be dissipated 
as shear stresses In the sand.

In regards to plant disease 
control these test plots have 
proven that a low nitrogen lev­ 
el" favors the development of 
dollar spot disease, and that 
there aro several good fungi­ 
cides which arc- vciy effective 
In the control of most turf dis­ 
eases. Your nursery and gar­ 
den supply dealer can supply 
them, and give you full Instruc­ 
tions as to their use. These dis­ 
eases are most noticeable from 
early summer to fall In certain 
grass mixes.

Approximately 19 different 
types of Bermuda grass Are 
now being tested In combina­ 
tions. These Bermudas art be­ 
ing introduced from all over 
the world, and are most satis­ 
factory when used in combina­ 
tion with bent grasses. One of 
the most striking combinations 
being a type of Bermuda, U-3, 
and Congressional bent kept 
cut real close. The University 
feela that I.' ft type of Bermu­ 
da can be found which retains 
Its color good during the winter 
months, that Its marketing pos­ 
sibilities in Southern California 
will be tremendous.

Several varieties of grasses 
which have been introduced to 
us during the past few years 
are not holding up tinder these 
tests, and the University has 
been quite surprised. Among 
these are Merlon bluegrass. 
which tends to get a rust that 
Is hard to combat; red and 
chewings fescue, which are 
short lived; alta fescue, rather 
coarse bladed; Zoyslas, too'slow 
and off color In the winter.

Don't be discouraged with 
your grass plot, for under nor­ 
mal conditions If you teed It 
often, and give the grass ample 
moisture plus proper pest con­ 
trol, you will be rewarded and 
fall into the average homeown- 
er bracket. Whenever you think 
of your lawn problems, imagine 
(he troubles a grecnsman. has 
on a country club, or the men 
who try to keep the lawns In 
a park going!

Plaster Does 
Insulating 
Job on Home

The problem of providing 
necessary ventilation for the 
home during the cold weather 
without uncomfortably reduc­ 
ing the temperature through­ 
out the entire house IB simpli­ 
fied In homes built of lath and 
plaster, according to finding* 
by the Southern Callfornir 
Plastering Institute.

The Institute points out that 
walls sealed with a coat of pla»- 
ter resist the penetration of air 
and hermetically seal off the 
separate sections of a houi* 
against changes of tempera­ 
ture.

A comparison with other wall 
surfacing materials shows the 
air resistant properties of plat­ 
ter makes It ono of the most 
effective practical insulating 
materials against heat or cold 
and dampncs, the Intitule dis­ 
closes.

Winter Rains 
Demand Care 
For Flooring

Pall and winter damp wreath- 
er brings a greater need for 
regular cure to protect ths 
beauty of hardwood floor*, es­ 
pecially In entrance halls and 
living room doorwayi, the 
Hardwood Flooring Council of 
Southern California reveals',

The Council suggaaU dally 
quick sweeping with an un­ 
treated du»t mop to remove 
any loose dust or dirt tracked 
Into the hous« which might **ff 
ground into ihi- waxed surfaf*.*, 
of : ii.u-dwood floors 
in . area of out- 

;,,,uld be waxed
in.,., ,,,,|,,,,,.ly »lnc« their 
hr»uty pluys « utrong part In 
the first Impression gained by 
visitor*.
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