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Torrance took a giant, step toward becoming the county's seventh city during Ihe 
kasl three monlhs when it got, within a thousand persons of matching Compton's popula 
tion according to figures released by the County Regional Planning Commission.

With a population now estimated by the county planners at 03,467 as of July 1, 
1955, Torrance narrowed Compton's lead to 555 persons in Torrance's bid to move up

~ -- -   -- -    j i^p |fi(](]p|. of dUes Iti the Coun- ['"" -...-...   ._. .......... _....._ 
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In a sharply Horded letter 
Friday to the editor nf the 
r,on Angplcs Times, Mayor 
Albert Isen asked for nn ex- 
plaiifltlon nf that newspaper's 
deletion of nny reference to 
Tomu.ce when re.inrllng 
population figures as com- 
piled hy the County Regional 
Planning Commission.

"This (nmls>lon. K hiird to 
understand since (lie |{pglnn- 
nl Planning Commission PS- 
tlniale Is fl3,-IB7, and we are 
the fastest growing city In 
the county," Isen wrote.

"This omission Is also dif 
ficult to unilprstnnd since I 
am advised that the same 
situation existed In the last 
i|iiarterly report," he added.

The mayor Indicated to the 
IIICRAI.n that he thought the 
county's eighth largest, city 
should he Included in the 
listing of the county's 'pad- 
Inn; cities.

Copies of the mayor's let 
ter to the Times were sent 
to local newspapers, the Re 
gional Planning Commission, 
and the Torrance Chamber of 
commerce.

County Places 
Local Valuation 
At $98 Million

Wlt.h property asses; 
rolls totaling fOl.248,350 and 
public, utility rolls estimated to 
be another $7,283.650, the city 
will near the $100.000,000 In 
assessed valuation this year. 
Final figures will he released 
sometime this fall, St evens said.

Determination of Ihe final 
assessment figures will enable 
the Torrance City Council to set 
Ihe city's lax rule- --probably at 
a lower rale this year because

> of the -pc-cnl enactment of a 
higher sales tax and an add! 
tional excise tax on goods pur 
chased outside if the city.

Powell Made 
Director of 
City Planning

by-product of the '

! t.v.
  City Manager Oeorge Stev- 
rn:-. whn revealed last, week 

ithat he had requested a special 
.census hy the Federal Govern- 
iment. says his estimate Is clos- 

PI- to fifi.OOO, which may mean 
that Torrance has passed Cnmp- 
ton in thp population ranking.

With Torrance growing at a 
rate of 1000 a month, the city 
may well climb to the No. 3 

ispot In the county within a two 
year period possibly less, city 
officials predict. Had the an 

nexation of part of the Penln- 
,Kiila area gone through, Tor- 
ranee could have challenged 
Long Beach for the No. 2 spot 

'aJ'ew years from now. officials 
stated.

The phenomenal population 
growth of Torranre has seen 
the city grow from 22,2-11 In 
10SO to it's present population 

which nearly triples that. And, 
the end is not In sight, with 
builders building hundreds of 
new homps hprp each month, 
and with thousands of new 
homes still on the drawing 
hoards.

Leading cities In the county
ias of .Inly t. 1955, as listed by
i the County Regional Planning j
Commission wi

I Los Angeles
Long Beach

I Pasadena ... .
Glendale ... .

I Burbank .
| Sanla Mnnici

Compton
TOURANCB
Inglewnod ...
Alhamhra ...
South Gate .
Pomona .. ..
Redondo Beach
Arcadia
Whittip
 In the Peninsula 

ranee predominence Is indicated 
' hy the following comparative 
populations: 

TORRANCK 
Inglcwood . . 
Redondo Beach 
Manhattan Beat

Well-Attended 
Community Fair 
Ends Yesterday
shootln' close la

ere

a

ch

as follows:
...2.180.128

...... 292.107

...... 117,057
...... 115,057
...... 02,782
...... 77,981
..... 64,022
...... 83,4fl7
...... 65,368
..... 65,007
...... 52,962
.... 50,166

...... 38.717
.... 35.18fi
.... 32,205

routine.
Although official attendance 

figures were not. yet available, 
offlclals revealed that there had 
been 18.000 p,-ild admissions 
through Saturday afternoon. 
This does not Include children, 
who got in free, or persons who 
had houghl tickets earlier,

Paid admissions reached a 
high point, on Saturday, with 
some 8000 attending the rodeo 
and other festivities. Some 3000 
persons bought tickets on both 
Wednesday and Thursday, while 
Friday's tola! was about 4000.

Prizes were awarded by local 
merchants throughout thp five- 
day festivities. There were the 
usual quota of lost kiddles look 
ing for mother, as well as those 
contentedly licking their ice 
cream cones.

Rodeos, featuring riders on 
horses and, brahma hulls were 
held Saturday and yesterday 
afternoon.

Throughout the Fair, there 
were appearances hy Rosemary 
DeCamp; Steven Don o van, 
"Western Marshal"; "OI 1 Buck 
Shure Shot"; Johnson and! 
Diehl; Ken Bickford and Jack 
Owens. i

Mi

Shopping Center 
To Start This Fall

Work on the new South Bay Shopping Center should he started ahnut .Sept. 1 
when ground is broken for th.e new 54-lane bowling alley, general manager Robert H. 
Adlcr told the HERALD, Saturday.

Phase one of the construction, which will include a super market and other parts
of the shopping center, will be started about one month later, Adler reported. The

'ond phase of construction. -  - ----- ------  ........... . ...

financial participation of large! A II k I I 
lending Institutions. AOIef iNdlTied

To State JC 
Chairmanship

which Adler says will include 
the major department store and 
other shops, will be started lat 
er In the year,

In Ihe meantime, an early 
1958 target date for first con 
struction on the Airporf tri 
angle at. Crenahaw and Pacific 

ist Hwy. Is still In force. 
:ordlng to City Attorney 
nes M. Hall, who spoke Kr'i-

pects

day to officials of S 
, leasing a

nouncement on pros- 
the property across 

Pacific Coast Hwy. from the tri 
angle has been made,

(enter Planned 
Purchase of the property 

from Portland Cempnt Co. was 
announced recently by Lindon

the
gent

ente

pi'°P-! Chandler, long time operator 
of Chandler's Sand and Gravel

Humors Denied
Rumors that Ihe development 

had hit a snag were termed "un 
founded" by Hall who said 
Store Properties officials told 
him lhat the center had been 
80 pet; cent lea d and that

Robert H. Adler. general 
manager of the South Bay shop 
ping center and a member of 
Ihe Torrance Junior Chamber

firm In Lomita. Chandle 
at the time of his purchas

said 
that 

planned

UN IS .'K.).VM'.I> . . . ItndloTV Star .luck Owens, 
familiar to millions of Ihe nations television funs, places the 
official crown on the head of Queen Virginia Gotta to begin 
her reign an Queen of the Torrance Community Fair, Cere 
monies look place at the fair Wednesday evening.

Grading Crews Begin Work 
On New Civic Center Site

Hawthorne . .. . ......
Oardcna . .. -....
Hermosa Beach . 
Pains Verdes Estate

(13,1(17
53.358
38.717
29.105
26.815
22,277
15.030
5.915

Chief Benner 
Aided Design 
Of New Truck

A new fire truck, designed 
In part by Fire Chief J. J. Ben- 
ner, will be added to thp Tor- 
ranee Fire Department as soon 
as It. moves Into Its new quar 
ters at Carson and Crenshaw 
next month.

The engine was designed by 
Chief Jenner, in cooperatlo'n

Seaside Hit 
By Vandalism

Vandals broke Into Seaside 
School early Thursday morning, 
taking a master key and strew 
ing papers and ink nn floors, 
according to Police Sgt. D. C. 
Cook.

The vandals apparently gain- 
Pd entrance by prying open the 
door to the principal's office. 
Drawers were, ransacked and 
paper thrown about in both the 
office and the teachers' room. 
A bottle of India ink wag pour 
ed on the floor. Cook said. Ju 
veniles arc suspected, he Indi 
cated.

Grading crews began the task 
of preparing the city's new mil 
lion-dollar civic center site last 
week and contracts for con 
struction of the city hall, police

scheduled to he awarded bv the 
Council tomorrow evening.

The city's new civic center  
long a dream of forward-looking 
civic leaders--should begin to 
take shape within a few \yeeks. 
Construction is estimated to 
take about eight months, ac 
cording to City Manager C.eorge 
Stevcns. .

R. E. Paync. scheduled to re 
ceive Ihe contract foi con 
structing the city hall and police 
station, is now building thp npw 
central fire station at Crenshaw 
Blvd. and Carson St. Payne 
submitted the low bid of $519,- 
388.

Awarding of the contract to 
Payne is being protested hy 
Hnrwlck & Son. who submitted 
the next low bid. A spokesman 
for Harwick & Sons has chal- 
Ipngpcl the Payne bid hy saying 
It was not submitted on the 
proper form. This has been

denied by city officials.
The spokesman also stated 

thai Ihe bins Had been called 
for and were to be o]>oned at, 
5 p.m. July 12. However, the 
bids were received at 5 p.m and 
were not opened until the Coun 
cil met at 8 p.m., a standard 
procedure here recently.

The matter is scheduled to he 
discussed hy the Council to-

Crews Complete Work 

On City Parking Lot
Cily crews have completed 

relining Ihe municipal parking 
lot at Cravens and El Prado, as 
ordered hy a new Torrance Or 
dinance which calls for such 
Work.

Improvements were au 
thorized for the lot in order to 
make the downtown Torrance 
shopping area more accessible.

A two-hour time limit has 
been placed at the lot. It is 
located across the street from 
Torrance Civic Auditorium.

a shopping
at that location.

In still another possible com 
mercial development, spokesmen 
for Sears, Roebuck, & Co. have 
declined to comment on reports

truction was definitely slated | nat land near Ton-mice Blvd. 
to start after the first of the j and Hawthorne had been pur- 
year, 1 chased hy that firm. One

Delays In starting the con- spokesman admitted, ho\ 
sti ' ' 
th

?cted 
:halr-

of Commerce, has been e 
state leadership training 
man for the California Junior 
Chamber group.

Adler, a ranking official of 
the Illinois Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, prior to coming to 
California, had the support of 
the local unit. In besting candl. 
dates from San Francisco and 

i Park.
ssed a group of 1000 
sterday In Laguna

ith englnc from the Mack
Co., builders of the truck. 

An aerial ladder truck, It is

of To ranc Ge
Powell, secretary of the Plan 
ning Commission, has been 
given the title of Planning Di 
rector, sublect to qualifying for 
the- position under Civil Serv-

Other lilies of Powell are 
Secretary of the Planning Com 
mission and Land Use Investi 
gator.

Powell has been employed for 
the past year as secretary of 
the Planning Commission and 
Land Use Investigator. He has 
also been Assistant Director of 
Civil Defense, under Civil Serv 
ice, since January, 1951.

The mattpr of titles was 
acted upon last week In order 
to clarify Powell'd responsibili 
ties, Toi-i-ance's vapid growth 
has caused him to have to de 
vote an increasing amount of 
time in planning matters. 
Under his new stains he is ex 
pected to devote lens Ume to 
Civil Defpnse activities,

Earle I.lnyd had been em 
ployed on a part-lime basis as 
Planning Consultant, prior to 
-Mine 1, 19S4.

39 feel, foul inches long, and 
eight feet, 11 inches'high and 
has an 85-foot, hydraulically op- 
crated aerial ladder which can 
be elevated to an 80 degree an- 
gl and rotated completely. .

With a 225-horsi'power engine, 
the truck weighs 30.700 pounds, 
fully equipped. II has 204 fed 
of ground ladder, a lif" net, and 
a 100 foot excavator chute. It 
can deliver 760 gallon : of water 
per minute ith a two-stage 
centrifugal pump.

Other added item., are air 
ind power steering and

CITY OFFICIALS 
TO VISIT PLANT

Member:, of the City Council, 
City Manager George Stevens, 
and directors of the Torrance: 
Chamber of Commerce will he ' 
luncheon guests of thp Torrance 
plant of Mown American Alt- 
craft Co. Friday, It was an, 
nounced Saturday.

Following thp luncheon, the 
group will take a tout- of the 
local plant, '

OCA I, STAll IIONOHKO .     H'wi'nuipy DeCamp, easily one of Tori-aiiP«'» most noted 
 lehrltlcb, receives,* citation from Mayor AUx'rt Isen, who Is decked nut In western shirt 
nd hal for the IMCUMOII, during "llnseimiry DeCamp Night" at the Fair Thursday. With 
i>r Is her husband, Judge John A, S.ildler, former president of the Tnrranoe Board of E<lu 
ll Ion and Presiding Judge of the South Bity .Municipal Court.

SI'i:U\l. . . . On ilis.U., ill the < omniuml.. I an Mil* |u-,t . 
aerial ladder truck which will mum In- added to Ihit Tommcc I iiv Dcpi 
J, J. HemiPr helped to plun many nf the new feature!, on Ihe truck. liispi 
Hre Marshal Robert I.uc«», Chief Banner, and Inspector E<l Poltton.

rtincut, lire 
I'tlng the, tru

chief 
k are

Mumps Takes 
Disease Lead 
From Measles
ported diseases last week to 16 
cases during the week ending 
July 9, to lead the Torrancp 
health district, in number of 
cases, according to the County 
Health Department.

At the same Ume. mumps 
look over the leadership In 
number nf cases for the first 
limp in many weeks. Nineteen 
cases of mumps were reported, 
compared with seven of mea 
sles, which has led the list 
all spring.

Reported cases of disease in 
Tnrrance included mumps, 6; 
measles, 4; Infectious hepatitis, 
3; and chlckenpox, German 
measles, and polio, each 1.

Navyman Returns to 
U. S. From Far East

Navy Kin-man H u .1 d y A. 
Hoggs, whose wife, Shlrley, lives 
at 17910 Doty Ave., returned 
to Ihe United States yesterday 
aboard the USS De Haven when 
it docked at Long Beach, after 
a five and one-half month tour 
of the Far East.

CITY IN SIXTH PLACE 
IN BUILDING IN AREA

Tiin-anri! ranked sixth in building among 73 cities in 
nine .sdtitlicrn California counties for the first six months 
of 13f>r., aram.ins tn figures compiled last week.

The city trailed Los Angeles, San Diego, Long Beach, 
Anahcim, and Kullcrton in that order. Compared with 
the same period last year, Torrance increased from 
$17,034.145 to $23,489,681.

Last year, Torrance was in fourth place, hut was 
passed this year by Anahcim and Kullerton, which more 
than doubled their building totals of last year.

All niher cities in this area showed an increase in 
building iciiiiis, with (jardena and Hedondo Beach nearly 
tripling their intuit, iur last year. Manhattan Beach and 
Hermosa Jleaoh showed only a small increase, while Palos 
Verdes had a sizeable jump.

Among the 73 cities their rank was Gardena, 13th; 
Redondo Beach, 23rd; Palos Verdes, 26th; Manhattan 
Beach, 41st' _tnd Hermosa Beach, 51st.

Totals for thr vc-ar included:
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