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Torrance Ready to Pass

Compton in Population

Torrance took a giant step toward becoming the county’s seventh city during the

4 .;ast three months when it got within a thousand persons of matching Compton's popula:
i

ion according to figures released by the County Regional Planning Commission,
With a population now estimated by the county planners at 63,467 as of July 1,
1955 ’Inrranu' narrowed Compton's lead to 555 persons in Torrance’s bid tn move up

— | the ladder of cities in the Coun: |

L. A. Newspaper
Ignores City:
Mayor Miffed

In a sharply worded letter
Friday to the editor of the
Los Angeles Times, Mayor
Albert Isen asked for an ex-
planation of that newspaper’s
deletion of any reference to
Torrance when reporting
population figures as com:
piled by the County Reglonal
Planning Commission,

“This (omission) Is hard to
understand since the Region:
al Planning Commission es-
timate 1s 63,467, and we are
the fastest growing city in
the county,” Isen wrote.

“Phis omission is also dif-
fieult to understand since I
am advised that the same
situation existed in the last
quarterly report,” he added,

The mayor indicated to the
HERALD that he thought the
county’s elghth largest city
should be Included in the
listing of the county's 'ead-
ing citles.

Coples of the mayor's let- |

ter to the Times were sent |i{he County Regional Planning merchants throughout the five: |

to local newspapers, the Re-
gional Planning Commission,
and the Torrance Chamber of
Commerce.

County Places
Local Valuation
At $98 Million

Prelin nar,  estir ites
assessed valuation of Torrance
were placed at $98,500,000 by |
County Assessor John R, Quinn ‘
it was disclosed here last week |
ty Manager George Stev: |

With property assessment ‘
rolls totaling £91,246,350 and |
public utility rolls estimated |n‘
be another $7.253.650, the city
will near the 100,000,000 in
assessed valuation this year,
Final figures will be released
sometime this fall, Stevens sald

Determination of the final|
assessment figures will enable
the Torrance City Council to set
the city's tax vate—probably at
a lower rate this year because
of the recent enactment of a
higher tax and an addi
tional excise tax on goods pur:
chased outside »f the city.

Powell Made ‘
Director of
City Planning |

of the
George

As a Dbyproduct
growth of Torrance,
Powell, secretary of the Plan:|
ning Commission, has been
given the title of Planning Di-
rector, subject to qualifying for
thé position under Civil Sery-
ice,

Other titles of Powell are
Secretary of the Planning Com:
mission ‘and Land Use Investi
gator,

Powell has heen employed for
the past year as secretary of
the Planning Commission and
Land Use Investigator. He has
also heen Assistant Director of
Civil Defense, under Civil Serv-
fee, since January, 1051,

The matter of titles was
acted upon last week In order
to clarify Powell's responsibili- |

ties, Torrance's vapid growth
has caused him fo have to de
vote an increasing amount of
time to planning matters

Under his new status he is ex

pected to devote less time to
Civil Defense activities,
Earle Lloyd had been em

ployed on a parttime basis as
Planning Consultant, prior to
June 1, 1054

$Sula area

180 feet,

1ty

(?ily Manager George Stev.
ens, who revealed last week
1hat he had requested a special
.nn:us by the Federal Govern-
| ment, says his estimate is clos.
er to 65,000, which may mean
that Torrance has passed Comp-
ton in the population ranking.

With Torrance growing at a
rate of 1000 a month, (hr- rnv
may well climb to the No, 3|

spot in the county within a I\\o‘

year period-—possibly less, city
officials predict. Had the an:
nexation of part of the Penin-
gone through, Tor-

rance could have challenged

Long Beach for the No, 2 spot |

a dew years from now, officials
stated,

The phenomenal population
growth of Torrance has seen
the city grow from 22241 in
1050 to it's present population
which nearly triples that, And,
the end is not in sight, with
builders building hundreds of
new homes here each month,
and with thousands of new
homes still on the drawing
boards,

Leading cities in the county
as of July 1, 1955, as listed by |

Commission were as follows:
Los Angeles ..........2,180,128
Long Beach .. . 202,107
Pasadena .. 117,067
Glendale 115,057
Burbank
Santa Monica ,
Compton
TORRANCE
Inglewood
Alhambra
South Gate .
Pomona
Redondo Beach
Arcadia . b
Whittier .
dIn the Peninsula

82,205

area, Tor:

by the following
populations:

comparative

TORRANCE 63,467
Inglewood 55,358
Redondo Béach 38,717
Manhattan Beach .. 29,105
Hawthorne 26,815
Jardena 22,217
Hermosa Beach 15,030
Palos Verdes Estates 5915

Chief Benner
Aided Design
Of New Truc

A new fire truck, designed
in part by Fire Chief J. J. Ben:
ner, will be added to the Tor-
|rance Fire Department as soon |
as it moves into its new quar-
ters at Carson apd Crenshaw
next month.

The engine was designed by
Chief uJenner, in cooperation

with engineers from the Mack |

Co,, builders of the truck,
An aerial ladder truck,

inches long, and
elght feet, 11 inches' high and
has an 85-foot, hyd ilically op-
erated azerial ladder which can

it Is
o

four

be elevated to an 80 degree an- |

and rotated completely,
With a 225-horsepower engine,
the truck weighs 30,700 pounds,
fully equipped, It has 204 feet
of ground ladder, a life net, and
a 100 foot excavator chute, It
can deliver 750 gallons of water
per minute ith a two-stage
centrifugal pump.

Other added items are air
brakeg and power steering and
a two \\AV radio,

CITY OFFIC’ALS
TO VISIT PLANT

gl

Members of the City Council, |

City Manager George Stevens,
and directors of the Torrance
Chamber of Commerce will be
luncheon guests of the Torrance
plant of Nowth American Alr
craft Co, Friday, it
nounced Satur s

Following the luncheon
group will take a tour of
local plant

the
the

Well-Attended
Communify Fair
Ends Yesterday

Torrance's western style Com-
munity Fair came to a rootin'-
shootin’ close last night, as local
| cowboys took off their stirrups
| and settled back Into the normal |
routine,

Although official attendance
figures were not yet available,
offjolals revealed that there had |
been 18,000 paid admissions |
through Saturday
This does not include children,
who got in free, or persons who
had bought tickets earlier,
| Paid admissions reached a

high point on Saturday, with|
| some 8000 attending the rodeo |
| and other festivities, Some 3000 |
persons bought tickets on both
Wednesday and Thursday, while
‘ Friday's total was about 4000,
Prizes were awarded by local |

day festivities, There were the
‘ usual quota of lost kiddies lnok-
for mother, as well as those |
licking thelr jce |

| ing
contentedly
cream cones,

| Rodeos, riders on

featuring
horses andq brahma bulls were

i held
| afternoon,
' Throughout the Fair, there |
| were appearances by Rosemary
'Dn amp; Steven Donovan,
| “Western Marshal”; “OI' Bm-k
| Shure Shot"”; Johnson and
| Dichl; Ken Bickford and Jack |
| Owens,
Miss Virginia Gotts, queen of |
| the fair, was present through-

Saturday and yesterday

|
on | yance predominence is indicated | 5.1t the festivities.

Seaside Hit
By Yandalism

|

| Vandals broke into Seaside
School early Thursday morning,
taking a master key and strew-

‘H\L, papers and ink on floors, |

|according to Police Sgt. D, C, |
Cook,

The vandals apparently gain
ed entrance by prying open the
|door to the principal's office.
|Drawers were, ransacked and |
| paper thrown ahout in hoth the

office and the teachers' room,
‘A bottle of India ink was pour-
ed on the floor, Cook said, Ju-
|veniles are suspected, he indi-
| cated.
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'‘On New Civic Center Site

Grading crews began the task
of preparing the city's new mil-
| lion-dollar civie center site last
| week and contracts for con:
struction of the city hall, police
| station, and swimming pool are
L\rhmillll"(l to be awarded by the |
| Council tomorrow evening.

The city's new civie center
long a dream of forward-looking
civie leaders——should begin to
take shape within a few weeks,
| Construction is estimated to
‘r.nu- about eight months, ac:|
(vm ding to City Manager George |
| Stevens.

R, BE.

| ceive

Pavmv scheduled to re-
the contract for con-
structing the city hall and police
station, is now building the new
\ central fire station at Crenshaw

| Blvd, and Carson St. Payne|ordered by a new Torrance Or-
‘suhmmml the low bid of $519,.|dinance which calls for
work,

| \uaulmz of the contract to |
‘P::ynr- is being protested by |
Harwick & Son, who submittea
the next low bid, A spokesman
for Harwick & Sons has chal-
lenged the Payne bid by saying
it not submitted on the
fmm 'Ihl-. has been

o
widioh

R,

soon be added to the Torrance

that

5 pm,

C

Improvements were au-
thorized for the lot in order to
Torrance
shopping area more accessible,
has

is

make

A

i

Fire

Yity

denied by city officials,

The spokesman also stated
the bias nad been called
for and were to be opened at
However,
| bids were received at 5 p.m. and
| were not opened until the Coun-
cll met at 8 pm,
procedure here recently.

The matter is scheduled to be
discussed
morrow

| Crews Complete Work
On City Parking Lot

July 12,

by the Counci
I'Vl‘lllll,‘

crews

the downtown

two-hour time limit

been placed at the lot.
locs
Torrance Civie Auditorium,

ted across the street

(Herald Photo)

A QUEEN IS CROWNED . ., , Radio/T'V Star Jack Owens,
familiar to millions of the nations television fans, places the
officlal crown on the head of Queen Virginia Gotts to begin
her reign as Queen of the Torrance Community Falr,
mnnlm took pluce at the llllr “edn««lnv evenlng‘

Gradmg Crews Begin Work

the

1

such

It

Cere-

to-

a standard

have completed
relining the municipal parking
lot at Cravens and El Prado, as

from

(Herald Photo)

Department, Fire

this past week was this new,
Chlef

J, 0. Benner helped to plan many of the new features on the truck, Inspecting the truck are

! Fire Marshal Robert Lucas,

Chief

Benner, and Inspector Ed Polston,

ottt

e prengerstét ]
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Shopping Center
To Start This Fall

Work on the new South Bay Shopping Center should be started about Sept. 1
when ground is broken for the new 54-lane bowling alley, general manager Robert H.
Adler told the HERALD, Saturday.

Phase one of the construction, which will include a super market and other parts
of the shopping cenier, will be started about one month later, Adler reported. The

second phase of construction,
which A‘_“"" By8 “"". “"'Il”""fln,mm.n participation of large
the major department store and [ lending institutions. ‘Adler Named
3 |
To State JC
' Chai hi
airmanshnip

other shops, will be started lat:

er in the year, ‘ No announcement on
In the meantime, an early |Pects for the property across

| Pacific Coast Hwy. from the tri-

angle has been made.

pros:

1956 target date for first con:
struction on the Airporf tri

angle at Crenshaw and Pacific Center Planned

Coast Hwy. is still in force, Purchase of the property

according to City Attorney  from Portland Cement Co, was Robert (H, /Adler, general
James M. Hall, who spoke Fri- | announced recently by Lindon|Manager of the South Bay shops
day to officials of Store Prop:|chandler, long time operator|PINE center and a member of
erties, Inc, leasing agents for the Torrance Junior Chamber

« of Chandler’s Sand and Gravel |
| firm in Lomita, Chandler gaid |of Commerce, has been elected
at the time of his purchase that |state leadership training chaire
a shopping center was planned | nan for the California Junior
at that location, 4
In stil] another possible com. | Chamber group.

mercial development, spokesmen | Adler, a ranking official
for Sears, Roebuck, & Co, have |the Illinois Junior Chamber
declined to comment on reports | qgp,meyce, prior to coming to

that land near Torrance Blvd.
[to start after the first of the | and Hawthorne had been pur.|California, had the support of
the local unit in besting candi:

ear, chased by that firm, One
| '17"1'3375 ]‘“ S'?‘”U"ﬂ the ll":n-iqpo]uhnmn admitted, ho\w-vrm}d,np: from San Francisco and
| struction have been caused by |that the company often pur
the time needed to negotiate | chased rnopml; lnymotmpolIH:m Hiptngon Patk
leages and by the efforts need: | areas with the possibility that He addressed a group of 1000
ed to obtain aksolutely clear|a stord might be rmmrucledulnyrevs yesterday in Laguna
lnlaa on the propert smn there ln the ﬁnms Beach.

the center,
Rumors Denied

Rumors that the d |nvw]n[mwm
had hit a snag were termed “un-
|founded” by Hall who said
Store Properties officlals told
| him that the lv|||ll had been
| 80 per; cent lea d and that con:
| struction wag definitely slated |

of
of

(Herald Photo)

LOCAL STAR HONORED , . . Rosemary DeCamp, easily one of Torrance's most noted
celebrities, receives|a citation from Mayor Albert Isen, who ls decked out in western shirt
and hat for the ovccasion, during “Rosemary DeCamp Night” at the Falr Thursday., With
her is her husband, Judge John A, Shidler, former president of the Torrance Board of Edu.
cation and Irl‘xl(llm., .lurlm' of the South Hn Municipal Court,

‘Mumps Takes CITY IN SIXTH PLACE
Dlsease Lead IN BUILDING IN AREA

Torrance ranked sixth in building among 73 cities in
From Measles

nine southern California counties for the first six months
Torrance jumped from no re: | of 1965, according to figures compiled last week,
ported diseases last week to 16 The city trailed Los Angeles, San Diego, Long Beach,

cases during the week ending : 4 y
va‘ 9, to lead the Torrance Anaheim, and Fullerton in that order, Compared with
health distriet in number of the same period last y Torrance increased from

| cases, according to the County

$17,034,145 to $23,480,661, )

| [Health Department. : ey (i AR ;
| At the same time, mumps Last year, orrance was in fourth place, but was
took over the leadership in|passed this year by Anaheim and Fullerton, which more
number of cases for the first| than doubled their building totals of last year,

All other cities in this area showed an increase in
building totals, with Gardena and Redondo Beach nearly
R tripling their totals for last year., Manhattan Beach and

spring. 4

Reported cases of disease in Hermosa Beach showed only a small increase, while Palos

| Torrance included mumps, 6; Verdes had a sizeable jump,

cases of mumps were reported,
| compared with seven of mea
}:\'Il s, which hag led the lis

‘tmuv in many weeks. Nineteen

measles, nfections hepatitis, Among the 73 cities their rank was Gardena, 13th;

3; and chickenpox, German Ruaph  2ar Al E X fan ey iiona g

| measles, and polio, each 1. Redondo Beach, 23rd; Palos Verdes, 26th; Manhattan
| Beach, 41st: and Hermosa Beach, 51st,

{Navyman Returns to Totals for the year included

U. S, From Far East B JIiing, 1088 Jiing; 1434 ‘¢ mas,
Navy Fireman Buddy A, 8 Diogo . A 011,480 {

Boggs, whose wife, Shirley, lives || Bey L 4

|at 17910 Doty Ave, returned|fofan. ' 181

to the United States yesterday |Torranc Y 4

aboard the USS De Haven when | ot Lovina g i

it docked at Long Beach, after | I \ 3 8

a five and onehalf month tour | gelos werdes - { 780,340

of the Far East H A B h J 498,466 i




