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EDITORIALS
On Rabid Dogs

Rahirl dues li;nr h 
concern lo lorrainc ah/ 
news thai several rabid 
west Torrancr.

As a result rf those rahicl flogs, a number of loc 
citizens are having to undergo the painful series of rabies 
shots. These people either have been bitten or come in 
contact with the rabid dogs. At latest report, several more 
dogs were under observation.

Torrance's city fathers have considered a compulsory 
dog vaccination program for rabies in the past, but have 
not acted because of the failure of the city of Los Angeles 
to act on one. Local officials felt that action on their 
part would be useless unless Torrance's neighbors fell 
into line, since the wanderings of the canine population 
acknowledges no city boundary.

They were borne out in this contention by the actions 
of several of the suspected dogs. One escaped from his

Indimidating the Kids

north Torrance home and was picked up in Hawthorne 
three days later, while another traveled from north Tor 
rance to Los Angeles, where he was picked up.

For » time, it looked as if Los Angeles was going to 
pass a compulsory vaccination law, but failed to do so 
after bitter protests from anti-vivisectionists and one de 
termined woman in particular who claimed that there was 
no such thing as rabies. Others pointed out the pain that the 
shots would give to their dogs.

From here, it would seem logical that the same people 
should refuse to let their children have polio shots he- 
cause it might hurt them, or let them go to the dentist 
because he might cause some pain.

The rabies shots certainly are painful, hut according 
to statistics, the rabies vaccine has been successfully used 
on over 2,000,000 dogs, with no reported cases of rabies. 
Public health officials claim lhat immunization of 70 per 
cent of the dogs In any community protects It from a 
rabies outbreak. Sucli "backward areas" as Malaya and 
Israel have successfully used the dog vaccination program. 

It is estimated that some 7000 of the nation's 22.R 
million dogs die annually from rabies, while only about 
20 of the country's 160 million people die. From that angle 
it would appear that the dogs have more to gain than 
the humans.

Rabies is a disease from which no human or animal 
has ever recovered. For both humans and animals it causes 
a highly painful and pitiful death. While the number of 
its victims is relatively small, this fact docs not make its 
dangers any less real to (hose who have it, or any less 
potentially dangerous to the citizens of the community.

It looks like high time that some action was taken on 
rabies shots for dogs before anyone dies. As far as is 
known now, all who have bocn bitten by the local dogs 
have been found, but this gives no guarantee for the future. 
Whatever it takes, including cooperative action of Tor 
rance, Los Angeles, and other neighboring cities to do 
so, we are in favor of it.
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This column In being writlfn M well a.i

In diplomacy, an thm
Km OrandP. Her*, as else 
where on my tour of the U.S., 
and soon some 35 countries 
around I IIP world hptwprn now 
and October 1, I will interview 
many ppoplo of many personal 
ities and tongues in and out of 
fcovornmcnt, whose virws are 
newsworthy lo our readers. Be 
cause wp reporters deal with 
humans II might HP of Inter 
est to our readers Just, how 
one leportcr regards "human 
natum" in his Interviews. Af 
ter all, Important people are 
still people . . they have tooth 
aches, stonmches, ninny noses,

who pretty much dominate 
their wnktriE hours. Which is

thinking that 
is i hi

"human nature"
the

lo say that, "hut 118(1

ioin convictions. "Human na 
ture." is a tricky thing and to 
treat, it on general terms can 
prove disastrous in an impor 
tant Interview with a foreign 
er.

A fr -tr
In my interviews with for 

eign diplomats, I never as 
sume that the color of the skin 
has anything to do with abili 
ty. I have never seen any proof 
lhat under the samo condition* 
a white person excels a. Negro 
... or a Catholic, excels * 
Protestant or Jew, or vice ver-

like
have certain hasic. working 
fundamentals. These are of ut 
most Importance In Interview 
ing. Rut because we deal with 
humans In different countries, 
different languages, cultures, 
customs, traditions, we devel 
op certain International yard 
sticks to guide us. Through 
trial and error we sharpen the 
tools of our trade. We must 
guess right or the chance Is 
lost to get the right answers

that gentiles or Jews are 
smarler In anything, just, he- 
cause they are gentiles or 
.lews. But I have seen ample 
pro'if that certain persons of 
every color race and creed 
are horn with talents far su 
perior to others of their race. 
1 have seen families raise a 
genlits and an imh"ci!e right 
In the same house. I have seen

of the various countries. A 
diplomat was first a school 
boy living in London, Paris, 
Moscow or Pelping. He respon 
ded with shame, shock, pleas, 
lire or tears, depending on hi* 
environment, not Just his "na- 
ture." The Russian school hov 
was present when his teacher 
made a speech in the school 
auditorium and watched tlu> 
teacher applaud his own 
speech along with the stu 
dents. When the Russian 
school hoy becomes a diplo 
mat and speaks before the 
UN,, and applauds his own 
speech, he- cannot he Judged 
by our own standards of niorl- 
esly.

From {he cradle to the gravs 
"human nature" Is being con 
ditioned under a thousand 
rules and customs, In each na 
tion of the world. Even at 

I nil inn- "unlmr:i" avu *., 
different, as nur environmen' 
In China, I have never seen 
black used at a funeral . . , 
only whit 
al. I saw i
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Givn him a book to read, 
somebody once said, and he's 
dangerous. Give him two, and 
he's only half as dangerous.

This may have been what 
the local PTAs had In mind 
when six of them atari ed 
(heir campaign for portable

A young high school graclu- 
te made a speech at a local

sprinkled his remarks
obvious pi elf-

liln ra, Se,

LAW IN 
ACTION

WHY PROBATE?
Uncle Charlie died and left n 
wtll naming you to get his 
twelve gauge shot gun. The 
court is probating the will, you 
are told, and the hearing takes 
place In two weeks.

Why must yon go through 
the rlgamarole of having a will 
"probatedT What does probate 
mean? Why can't you go out 
to Charlie's house now and 
get that old shotgun?

a will before a proper law 
court, like taking a diamond 
to an expert before you buy 
It. Although he Is dead, Charlie 
has a right to havo   r0 urt 
carry out his wishes Just as 
hf wanted them.

Everyone who has a stake 
in Charlie's property gets 
word of the hearing. They can 
try to prove or disprove' that, 
th» will Is lawful. Probate pro 
ceedings protect their rights 
What Is more, they nerve to 
carry out Charlie's true wish 
es.

Thu court gives power to 
someone - as executor or 
administrator i often a rela 
tive) to "settle" the estate, 
pay off the debts and taxes 
and distribute the property tho 
way Charlie, wanted it.

Why do this? Well people 
often get. Into debt, and their 
debts should bs paid before 
their pi-operty is given away. 
Charlie's grocery bill, for In 
stance, should he paid befort 
you get the shotgun.

So the law says that the 
right to control Charlie'* pro 
perty must first pass to an ex 
ecutor. He pays Charlie's debts 
out of nil property. Then he 
divides the rest as the will 
says. He may have to sell the 
shotgun to pay the grocer.

Rut should you get the shot 
gun, the law, through probate 
proceedings support your right, 
to It. After the court gives It 
to you, no one else can claim 
It unless he can persuade a 
higher court to reverse the 
findings.

If stlon tin
court's "decree of distribu 
tion" within 80 days, that court 
will back your claim to the 
shotgun against the world. 
Probate Is evidence that the 
gun now belongs to you.

Without probate, 'the will 
and your rights under II, are 
worthless In the eyes of the 
law.

iUM, *UTOMArn HiPLt MJ 1U »«i 6tlH Al>0f III) »/ MlMSSor  i MOAT* ATLANTIC TWATV O*I»ANIIA,TIOH AJ 4rr»wDA*t> rwi IT* wiirum Djrgine rnncia. 6

CHIT, Madrona, Perry, and 
Walterla Schools, but whRt 
they did helps to make their 
children H little less potential 
ly dangerous.

The PTA9 went to consider 
able effort and spent a good 
deal of time In collecting used 
books and In borrowing them 
from the County Library for 
distribution In the. six schools. 
At least to start with, the 
book reading has Increased 
considerably among children 
at those schools, and In some 
cases, demand exceeded sup-
ply.

ft ft ft
Giving Junior the Idea that 

a book In his hand can be In 
teresting, la a good one, and 
helps him to get the habit of 
keeping his little hand wrap 
ped around the corner of a 
book.

There are too many people 
who think that Just because 
they have read one book they 
have read the truth. Too many 
get the Idea that If somebody 
wrote a book, he must know 
what he Is talking about, 
which Just Isn't so. Plenty of 
crackpots and Ignoramuses 
have written books. To get 
a book published requires 
only a printing press or th« 
means to hire one.

Plenty of people, have read 
only Karl Marx's "Communist 
Manifesto" or heard It discus 
sed. They may never have 
heard the other side of th« 
.story the democratic story. 
If they had a book available 
on the other side, or bothered 
to read one, they might have 
gotten a different slant.

Torrance's youngsters, or 99 
per cent of them anyway,

now, hut some day some of 
them might. If they got In the 
habit of reading, they might, 
he tempted to read some ser 
ious stuff when they get older.

'. Following tin 
a smiling elderly gentleman 
approached the young strut 
ting lad and asked: "Young 
man, did anyone tell you how 
wonderful you are?" Assum- 
Ins a modest pose, the lad 
stuck his chest out two addi 
tional Inches and raplted: 
"Why, no." "Well, then," In 
quired tha wise old man. 
"Where did you ever get the 
Idea?" . . . Whatever happened 
to the good old nightclub days, 
when one ladies' rest, room 
had a male statue In the nude 

fig
ear? Tho (In

uld

f.
This Isn't to say that. Tor- 

ranee's kids should be brainy, 
hrawnless hookworms. Base- 
hall, football, basketball, tag, 
and all the. other kid games 
are fun, and art a part of 
growing up.

Rut, at the same lime, plenty 
of us know th*. brawny, brain 
less athletes who, when they 
come In off the athlntlci fiHd, 
havn nothing more to offer 
than "fine, mom, wasn't that 
a good game?"

It's been said that "All work 
and no play makes .lack a dull 
hoy," which Is | mo, it hasn't 
often been said lhat "All play 
and no work makes Jack a 
dull hoy," which also is true.

Here's hoping for mor« 
hriilny, brawny, alhlslio book- 
worm«,

HI hack In the 
dub and wait patiently. When 
n newcomer would visit the 
rest room and he cuhous 
enough to lift the fig leaf, 
lights in the main dining room 
would suddenly start flashing 
and noisy sirens would start 
roaring to announce the hap 
py event.

ft ft ft
Whatever happened to the 

lost art of dandelion picking? 
When I was a youngster in 
Boston, I used to watch many 
of our heavy Italian popula 
tion travel from vacant lot to 
vacant lot, get down on their 
knees, and pick dandelion 
leaves.

It took quite a few years as 
a growing hoy to muster up 
sufficient courage and ask one 
of the harvesting Italians 
what they were doing. Thus 
did I learn that dandelion 
greens are good for eating.

liobeil o. Vincent, who edits 
and blue pencils my copy In 
the Inglewood Daily News, 
used an Item In his own col 
umn recently and suggested 
that If dandelions are raising 
rain with your lawn, don't 
cuss them, but eat them.

Dandelion greens, served In 
a fresh salad, Bob pointed out, 
will add variety to any meal 
and are healthful and econom 
ical. But there Is one word of 
caution, he adds.

Eat them In the spring be 
fore they change Into a bitter 
tasting leaf,

ft ft ft
As you may or may not 

know, or us you may or may 
not care, I am a grandfather. 

The young lady who con 
ferred upon me this special 
honor Is Debble .lean Gragg 
and she Is now four months 
old.

With this new honorary ti 
tle, I am also the recipient 
o f numerous compliments, | - 
such as: "You! A grandfather! 
But you're so young!"

This remark never falls to 
Inflate my chest and ego. and 
as a result I now refuse to 
grow old gracefully. If I had 
anything to say about It, I'd 
refuse to grow old.

Usually, any compliment 
about my youthful appear 
anee Is handed m* In dark 
ened theaters, In restaurants 
with an extra soft glow, or In 
dimly lit arenas and lobbies. I 
now find myself avoiding traf 
flc signal lights and extra 
large neon signs Ilk* the 
plague.

I've been known, on occa 
sion, to walk down a dark 
alley and go three blocks out 
of my way Just to avoid mak 
ing physical contact with a 
doiihli tockeL

speaking of the Charleston 
craze and I made Just one 
simple little reference to "(he 
good old days."

Which prompted Groiicho to 
look up sharply and inquire 
pointedly: "At your age what 
do you know about the good 
old days, or any good old days, 
for all that?"

"How old do you think I 
am, Mr. Marx?" I countered, 
purposely twisting tho conver 
sation to get myself off the 
well known defensive hook.

"32."

"Thank you, sir," and I 
smiled. "Not quite right, hut 
It will do until a lower figure

Gr turned to his
young wife. "Honey, how old 
do you think this fellow Is?"

I quickly wheeled into the 
grayest shadows of the thea 
ter.

Mrs. Marx, unhampered by 
the lack of glasses or a stab 
bing cinder, searched my face 
curiously. In her eyes, I dis 
covered a "correct answer" 
look and somehow I felt, that 
the jig was up.

Just then, the curtain went 
up and the house lights went, 
down. Oh, happy, happy dark 
ness!

".IB," she replied.
Hastily. I beat my retreat.
Which Is the thing to do 

when you're ahead.
TV ft ft

Here's a young housewife 
who has learned the valuable 
lesson that we can all catch 
more flies with honey. When

husband ar
nlng and sailed to shavf 
found a fancy card titled 
Formal Invitation." It 
from his artful young wife and | 
It read very slyly: "You are 
cordially Invited to wax the 
floor In the living room before 
you leave the house. Coffee 
and refreshments will be serv 
ed later." Now, how could a 
fellow resist that kind of an 
approach? He couldn't! . . , 
Early this week, a male petty 
officer was suddenly recruited 
to handle the unexpected drill- 
Ing and Inspection of a contin 
gent of WAVES. loiter, he was 
heard moaning to a buddy: 
"It was always okeh up front, 
but. darned If I could line up 
the rears!"

In I he fe 
us. Here 
border we may deal with a 
federal officer in charge of 
Immigration. In Washington 
It may well be the president 
of I he United States ... In 
New Delhi, Nehru ... In Se 
oul, Syngman Rhce. Kach a 
different personality . . . but 
each falls into a pattern of 
"human nature" which, If rec 
ognized hy the reporter, makes 
for a more successful inter 
view.

ft ft ft
To this reporter "human na 

ture" Is as different aa day 
and night, even between popln 
living In the same state and 
country. It depends on envir 
onment, education, etc. People 
are actually taught to be "hu 
man" hy their parents and hy 
social environment. So "human 
nature" under one environ 
ment may well be drastically 
different from another. We are 
all human In our physical 
characteristics. From then on 
we change our "natures" de 
pending one our training . . . 
like the use of knife and fork, 
or no knife and fork at all.

Tne same is true of our men 
tal capacities and emotions. 
"Human nature," so far as 
emotions are concerned, Is al 
so different In people. Shock 
. . . fear . . . pain . .anger, 
may exist in mose people . . . 
hut they appear under quite 
different circumstances among 
different people.

Public nudity, for example, 
would shock most people In 
the U.S., hut only the tourists 
In Ball. To a Korean veteran, 
pain and tragedy at home may 
not be nn depressing. The peop 
le of Tibet, for Instance, think 
It Is selfish for a man to have 
one wlfp all to himself. We 
think it Is Immoral for a man 
to have more than one wife, i 
A reporter must he Informed ' 
and aware of the culture. Hh 
nology, traditions, customs . .

wastes of Africa, without th« 
benefit of schooling. Tha ca 
pacity to learn Is much more 
important, than the facility to 
study. That's why I often get 
the Impression that we are 
spending too much money for 
school plants and not enough 
for school teachers.

Important world personali 
ties come from the pattern of 
their societies. The same so 
ciety which taught them right 
and wrong also taught, other 
millions the same. They all 
may have a "conscience" . . , 
hut the degree of right or 
wrong is not the same. This 
Is to say that, certain diplo 
mats have different ideas from 
ours on what constitutes 
"right or wrong" , . . aggres 
sion or defense . .. freedom or 
.slavery. When you interview 
an important person, you have 
to understand his way of life, 
his Interpretations, his train- 
Ing and traditions. This Is on» 
reason that I am opposed to 
bringing to trial American clt|. 
zons in foreign countries un 
der the laws and customs of 
those, countries. They are so 
different from ours. It Is 
equally wrong for the U.S. 
to appoint ambassadors as a 
political plum, without the 
proper training and education 
In the customs and culture of 
the country they will be as 
signed to.

ft ft ft
It Is part of our training in 

the U.S. to resort lo "con 
science" when we. are tempted 
to do something wrong. We 
are trained to respect our pa 
rents ... the "home." Yet we 
reporters must deal with dicta 
tors and Communists who 
teach the children that the 
state Is supreme . . . and urge 
them to expose their parents 
to the authorities. Communist 
conscience dictates that It Is 
perfectly proper and desirable 
to kill, torture, cheat, lie for 
Communism r.nd still main 
tain your self respect. A re 
porter's questions to a Molotov 
or Oromyko must be tempered 
with the full understanding of 
the "conscience" involved.

Ju a Polish funer- 
iple wail loudly he 

lore the corpse. In Africa 
they smile and act happy be 
fore the deceased. In 'indo- 
nesia It |q Improper to shov 
any grief after the rimers 
Custom in some places df 
mauds that friends and rela 
tives of the deceased spend the 
nigtjt before the funeral drink- 
Ing Intoxicants.

The prominent personality, 
the politician, the statesman, 
the diplomat, are all the per 
sonification of their environ 
ment. II Is a lesson that mint 
be mattered hy all who seek 
truth and fact In Interviewing 
people. To Judge a man on the 
basis that "human nature" H 
the samp thp world over in 
to miss the. boat completely.
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