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EDITORIALS
Serious Study Needed

The magnitude of the proposed annexation of some 
6800 acres of Palos Verdes peninsula land to Torrance 
poses attractive long-term possibilities to this city and, at 
the same time, calls for some very serious consideration on 
the part of the Torrance City Council.

Already misunderstanding and varying shades of Inter 
ests have lead to misapprehensions and distortion that have 
placed Torrance in the role of land-grabber. Actually, the 
initiative thus far has all originated with the land-owners 
who, frankly, see certain advantages to them in becoming 
part of Torrance.

At this point the Great Lakes Carbon Company seems 
disposed to offer the entire piece with no strings attached. 
Unlike some other developers that have sought annexation 
to Torrance, the company offers a lot more than tract homes 
that can only increase the burden on Torrance municipal 
services and its school system.

Over the long haul, the. proposal seems attractive to 
Torrance. It must be realized, however, that all phases of 
the proposal and its ramifications must be carefully studied. 
The wisdom of the city Council must be augmented by the 

. deliberations of school authorities and the experts who 
make up the Industries Tax Committee. . .

A Needed Project
The Torrance City Council again has expressed an 

interest in opening a new avenue into downtown Torrance 
from the north with the extension of Arlington Ave. from 
190th St. to 203rd St.

Mayor Nickolas 0. Drale has brought up the question, 
again in a lette* to the Industrial Development Committee 
of the Torrance Chamber of Commerce in which he stated 
that the pending construction of the Sepulveda Freeway 
through North Torrance made the opening of this artery 
now a necessity in order to assure the planning of ingress 
and egress facilities for the street', on the new freeway.

From all indications, the city is going to be forced 
to use its condemnation powers to acquire the* right-of-way 
over property which is now unoccupied.

The need for another artery into Torrance from the 
north cannot be over emphasized. At the present time 
there are only three routes into the area from the north  
Hawthorne Ave., which runs west of the downtown section 
a considerable distance; Crenshaw Blvd. which is destined, to 
be one of the heaviest traveled streets in the area in the 
near future; and Western Ave., which bypasses the city 
oh the east

> Opening of Arlington Ave. would shoot southbound 
traffic directly Into downtown Torrance and is a vital pro 
ject in the fight for progress in the downtown business area.

We believe the city .should act soon to assure comple 
tion of thii project.

I Remember Mambo
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CAGE
By BEID BUNDY

Christmas comes on Sunday 
next year and most calendars 
now out for 1966 show Mon 
day, Dec. 26, In red which 
means it's another double holi 
day AND, there are only 806 
shopping days left until Christ 
mas. So take a tip from your 
old uncle who spent a few 
frantic minutes last Friday 
evening between S and. 6 scur 
rying from store to store 
along'with thousands of other 
Torranoe area shoppers, DO 
YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOP 
PING EARLY. I don't want 
that big mob downtown next

By JOHN MORLBlf

Do  hve vour 1956 eaten- 
" who don't, i

(Editor's Note:—We are priv 
ileged to pnbllsh, along wttfi 
other newspapers and mag- 
arinen throughout ttie world, 
observations of John Morley 
condensed Into "sentence phi 
losophies," some of which ap 
peared In the Saturday Eve- 
nlng Post, Ladle* Home Jour 
nal, Readers Digest, etc., un 
der hla name ... In hi* book, 
"I Believe" . . . In H. L. 
Mencken'i "A New Dictiona 
ry of Quotations," published 
by Alfred A. Knopf, New 
York). 

I BELIEVE . . .
I believe we have succeeded 

In Injecting chlorophyl Into 
everything except the news. 

I believe most ambassadors 
are guided by the Illusion that 
they .are on the inside track 
of International wisdom, In 
stead of the Inside track of 
national poltlcal patronage.

prive' the right to vote to a 
man with a Red-conscience than

I believe a Communist I* 
nothing but a Socialist in a 
hell-of-a-hurry.

I believe science and reli 
gion don't . contradict each 
other any more than light and 
electricity.
  I believe a genius Is a matt 

who shoots at something ntt 
one else can see, and hits It,

I believe If a thing can M 
done, skill will do It ... If 
It cannot be done, Only faith 
will do It.

I believe happiness la not a 
destination, tout a manner of 
travel. -i'.'.

I believe a leader la some 
one who leads you to a way 
you were'afraid to go.

I believe life la 
like a 
make It dc 
back up.

I believe 
of two the

Operating Costs of Local Schools 

Lowest in Los Angeles County

Report from Earth
The echoes of Christmas carols serenade into oblivion 

the faltering.footsteps.of 1954. We lika tt> believe that the 
coming year will be one of peace, prosperity and progress. 
Only the united good will and determination of intelligent 
people can make it so. We might begin by honestly facing 
the truth that most of our fears and troubles are of our own 
doing. Our real enemies are ignorance, stupidity and selfish 
ness.

We have never seen a little man from Man, but if he 
exists, and if his intelligence is as superior as is popularly 
supposed, he must be surveying our antics with puzzled 
amazement. It is -intriguing to speculate what his Report 
from Earth would be. Perhaps he would flash this message:

"This green, beautiful world is a strange world. It is 
inhabited by beings who teeter between godlike nobility 
and brutal degradation, like a star that sways uncertainly 
between two poles. These creatures are continually destroyed 
by enemies. Invisible forces, which they call disease, invade 
their bodies and slay them. Floods, fires, accidents and 
disasters of nature kill them by millions.

"Yet the astonishing thing is that they spend much of 
their resources and energies in contriving ways to destroy 
each other. Most of their activities consist of the making 
of death-dealing weapons with which to exterminate their 
fellow creatures.

"An earthUng will weep over the plight of a little
. child, .bring crutches to the aged and infirm, fight valorously

against the treachery of disease, and, in the afternoon of
the same day, drop a bomb to annihilate thousands of those
whom he spent the morning to save. 'And, in the evening

, he will look out upon the stars and pray and sing hymns
of thanksgiving to his gods. .

"It is a strange world. Its inhabitants are even stranger. 
We cannot decide whether they are descended from gods, 
or devils. It *«enu u if they are impelled by something 
from both." .

A Working Day
While most of us were home enjoying turkey and tinsel, 

cards and candy, silver ribbon, and other Christmas Joys, 
« lot of Torraau* men and women spent the day working, 
 wan of th» holiday only toauM their worfc hod latreaao*.

T» th* California Highway Patrol, Torwnoe police 
office**, flhnton, ahwtff» depute, and ottttm who w«re 
on duty during Uu> holidays, a word of thank* and our ap 
preciation for helping make our Christmas so enjoyable.

And to those who caused extra work for these men, 
&  on you.

Torrance's l'l,979 school stu 
dents can be classed aa the 
"bargain babes' of the county, 
according to a list of current 
expenses released by the Los 
Angeles County Superintendent 
of Schools, Division of Statistics 
and Reports.

Listed on the chart are- all 
major expenditures In the opera 
tion of a unified school dis 
trict, and out of all 'the districts 
In the county, total expense of 
operating the local Unified 
School District Is only $251.78 
per pupil   lowest In the county.

The figure > compares most 
favorably with the overall 
county average of $301.69 'per 
pupil In average dally atten 
dance, and Is far below the 
$428.88 coat of the highest dis 
trict in the county   unamed by 
county auditors.

In only one Item, the cost of 
transportation per pupil per
year Is Torrance above the 

average.
The county average is low," 

however, because some school 
districts, like Culver City, do 
not employ buses for hauling 
children to and from school; 
they have them for special 
chartered excursions only.

Torrance's per pupil cost In 
transportation Is $7.40, while 
the over-all average Is $8.66.

Highest county-wide -cost la 
In the "maintenance of plant" 
column, which, oddly enough, 
Is one of the lowest Items .of 
expenditure for local taxpayers,

While the average cost per 
student Is $14.98 a year to main 
tain buildings and equipment, 
Torrance gets by with nearly 
one-third of this amount, or 
$6.76 per pupil.

Because most Torrance 
schools are new, and because 
a continuing prevcntatlve main 
tenance program Is carried out, 
these plants maintenance costs 
can.be held at a minimum, it 
was explained.

average on the cost per pupil 
chart.

Another great difference In 
costs between Torrance and the 
county average Is evident in 
fixed charges, retirement and 
Insurance, for example. The lo 
cal district has an enviable pub 
lic liability-property damage In 
surance rate, earned because of 
a long standing safety record.

This record is reflected in a 
lower over-all cost, and money 
usually used for this can be 
detoured Into other Instruction 
al channels.

Torrance's cost per pupil for 
these fixed charges averages 
only $5.79, while the county 
scale Is now at $8.01 per pupil 
cost.

Other comparable Items In 
clude: cost of administration   
Torrance, $10.14; county aver 
age, $12.17; operation of plant 
cost  Torrance, $29.91; county

average, $81.92; other Instruc 
tional salaries  Torrance, $7.S6: 
county average, $11.91; cost of 
miscellaneous expenses of in 
struction   Torrance, $12.42; 
county average, $12.69.

' Cost of auxiliary services, 
which Includes operation of at 
tendance offices and personnel, 
and student health and psychol 
ogical services, runs the nearest 
to county average cost per piipll 
of any Item.

Torrance pays $6.47 per pupil 
for these auxiliary , services, 
while the county average Is 
$7.29 per student

The chart, presented to Tor 
rance School Board by Dr. J. H. 
Hull, served to give some com 
parison between the operating 
expenses of the local unified dis 
trict, and all other school dis 
tricts In Los Angeles County.

OF ALL THINGS
By Robert B. Martin

Another Item of reduced price 
In the local district Is the ex 
pense of teaching salaries. Here 
again, It was Indicated, because 
Torrance has hired many new 
teachers In the last two years, 
salaries are on the low end of 
the pay scale.

The average pur pupil cost for 
teaching salaries here Is $166.- 
22, while the county average Is 
$109.71. High for all -district* 
Is $377.86 per pupil per year.

A long established district 
must pay teachers from th* 
high end of the sliding (due em 
ployed In determining the wag** 
paid to InMruoton. Now*r 
anu, 1Mb fonraoo, »tiu an 
<m (he lo* «4 «xo«pt nr tbtte 
inrtrtioMm Mo haVe been In 
the looal school* for three or 
four years, or more.

Teachers who have tenure, 
and 10 or 19 years longevity In 
the oldrr districts are those 
who (Mid to pull up th* overall

CtrcaractaooM beyond tar 
control ..." ; '' ... '

Who was the first to write 
those wordsT.Was It Charles 
Dickens In hl> book, "David 
Copperfleld?" Well, old Mr. Ml- 
oowber did use the expression 
In a letter to David.

But that wasn't the start of 
It The Duke of Wellington la 
probably the first one to have 
used the expression when he 
wrote, "circumstances over 
which I'< have no control," In 
a letter explaining something 
his ion . had done.

What we're, getting at today 
Is the fact that many of ua are 
still using expressions that are 
old as the hills . . . oops, see 
what we mean? Wonder who 
first used that one . . . "old 
as the hills?"

Some of the coined phrases 
and "bromides" we're using to 
day actually belong to ancient 
history.

"While there'* life there's 
hope." Cicero f lr»t pointed that 
out In a letter to Attloua,

Dear old Diogenes flrtt said! 
"Habit U second nature."

When Julia, niece of Catar 
died, Tacitus observed at the 
funeral that both Casslus, her 
husband, and Brutus, her bro 
ther, failed to dhow up. Tacitus 
wrote: "Oasslus and Brutu* 
shone pro-eminent because their 
Images were not displayed." 
This later became, "ooniplcu- 
out by their absence." '

Durift the firat «antury, Cle 
ment I, BUhop of Boron, Mit 
a MMT to the Chumh of OB- 
rtnth. It was In this Mtor tb*i 
the word*, *we at? all In th* 
same boat," first Appeared.

Antlgonous I.King pf Sparta, 
was described a* "son of th* 
«un" In a poem written by 
Hwmodotu*, according to Plu

tarch. Antlgonous shrugged tt 
off with the remark, "my body 
servant sings me no- such 
songl'r You might recall'that 
the expression is used today 
as, "no man la a hero to. his 
valet" The remark was later 
attributed to Napoleon. ' ' 

Two well-known pieces of ad 
vice were uttered by Lord Ches 
terton: "I never put off til 
tomorrow what I can do'to 
day," and "Whatever la worth 
doing at all Is worth doing 
well."

Ben Franklin had something 
to say in noting; that the Con 
stitution of the United States 
was In operation, and to all 
appearances would last. Said 
Franklin: "Nothing is certain 
but death and taxes." .  

EJdon, Lord Chancellor of 
England, first said: "N«w 
brooms sweep clean." 
.' During those stormy day* 
when windows were a luxury, 
the Duke of Buckingham pop- 
pfd In on James I of Eng 
land, crying that a mob had 
just heaved rocks through his 
windows. Rather than have the 
Duke say more against the 
starving rabble, James said: 
'Those who live In glas* hous 
es should not throw (tones!"

Newspapermen, and here we 
pause to use another coined 
expression, "are waging  con 
stant war" against th* use of 
bromides. But In the ruih to 
turn out new* copy, w* «UQ
 lip In siMb old grand-fed*!**
*_.<*.* jU

'for you. On the first day, of 
course, is Jan. 1. That's a holi 
day, and one of the best -placed 
In the whole "year. If anyone 
needs a day olf during the 
year, It la usually the day after 
New Year's Eve. Right?

ft -tr -fr
Then on Saturday, Feb. 12, 

la Lincoln's birthday. Some 
do and some don't when It 
comes to observing this as a 
holiday My calendar has It 
marked in red. Same thing ap 
plies to Tuesday, Feb. 22. 
That's for Washington. Inas-

i much as I didn't get my six- 
month vacation I asked Santa 
for, I may take an hour off 
here as a sort of a compro 
mise.

March is' a lousy month for 
us holiday lovers. The only red- 
letter day In the month used 
to be March 16, the day Uncle 
Sam sent the coon dogs out 
after those who didn't ante up 
their' taxes. That's been mov
 ed to April 16, however, so 
March is just left lying there, 
practically lifeless.

April, now, Is another story 
It's almost like March used to 
be. You now have until April 
16 to turn in your 1964 incotae 
tax returns. All that means 
is another* 80 days or so to 
swell the coffers of aspirin 
makers.

 fr -fr *
May still haa its Memorial 

Day, this year on Monday, May 
30. That's the day. set aside 
to commemorate fallen war 
heroes and to the testing of 
race driver skills.

•it Tfr -fr
You can skip June. The only 

bright spot here Is the. fact 
that a lot of people win be 
taking off on their annual two- 
week vacations.

it it ir
July la a humdinger, though, 

independence Day, July 4, falls 
jon Monday. That means a 
three-day holiday for many. 
August Is another quiet month, 
but who cares what with the 
queen contests which will Be 
under way. by then, the sum 
mer vacations, fishing trips, 
lawns to mow. Nobody will 
have tun* for a holiday any 
way.

if * it
September marks th* return 

to normalcy in the calendar
 business. School opens so mom 
has fewer kids under foot,, 
there's-Labor Day on Monday, 

.Sept. 6, and the last of the 
summer vacationers will be re 
turning home with pictures of 
sister standing In front of a 
big tree, a waterfall, or a Yel- 
lowstone Park bear.

 fr <r -fr
Some may think October Is 

a quiet month, holldaywlse, but 
there are more red letters on 
the October calendar than most 
jl the other months combined. 
One reason is that the week of 
Octr-9 through 16 Is fire pre 
vention week and the Insurance 
company who printed my calen 
dar thoughtfully put the whole 
week in red. (I think I'll try 
to take the whole week off, 
just to be on the safe sjde). 
Also right In th* middle of 
that week la Oct. "la-Colum- 
bua Day .,

it it ,*
Now comes the good part of 

the year, again. Here Is where 
most of you will begin to 
think about Christmas shop 
ping again just think about it, 
you know. Thanksgiving comes 
along on Thursday, Nov. 24, 
the Christmas Club checks will 
b* coming in from the banks, 
If you have kept them up. You 
get these and take mama out

thinking seriously about do- of oil In a sump hole, into
Ing your Christmas shopping which h* had fallen . . . T«n
 Avlth charge account*. p*r*ona wer* Injured In Christ-

I believe the masses have no 
access to Inside political facts 
which makes them vulnerable 
to outside political fakes. 

1 I believe Democracy'should 
call for less brave dying' and 
more brave living.

I believe . prejudice can be 
a great time-saver. It enables 
a person to form opinions 
without the trouble of gath 
ering the, facts'.
I believe the charity that was 

once a virtue has become a 
government institution.

I believe nobody Is ever go- 
Ing to say a word about the 
"take-home-pay" of the white 
collar worker.

' I believe some Americana use 
hyphens In their names because 
only a part of them haa come 
over from abroad.

I believe rising taxes will 
force some people to give up 
some of their luxuries, later on 
some of their pleasures, and 
finally some of their vices.

I believe Inflation la bad ... 
whether'it's of heada or cur 
rencies. .

I believe every generation, 
no matter how shady its char 
acter, thinks Itself superior to 
the last.
I believe In this* country we 

pick our president . . . and 
then pick on him."

I believe It unfortunate that 
the cnly people who are sup 
posed to know how to run th* 
country become columnists in 
stead of statesmen.

I believe losing an election 
Is far worse for some politi 
cians than losing the peaee. 

I believe the government's 
success In founding up kid 
napers. Communists, bank 
robbers, proves that it never 
really got mad, with the old 
bootleggers.

I believe moat labor trouble 
la provoked by those who dont 
labor.

I believe If some folks listen 
ed to the alarm clock In the 
morning, like they watch th* 
clock in the afternoon, there 
would be less of this continual 
haggling between capital and 
labor.

I believe Americana should 
take their hats off to the. past 
. . . but coats off to th* fu 
ture. _______'

I believe when 
they

people they had 
.......__. to see ... ana
many will be surprised to  *» 

' them, too.
I believe .that a rolling stone 

gathers no moss . . . but ifa 
also the wandering bee that 
gets th* honey.  

I believe the tight.out be 
hind the wheel Is more dan 
gerous than the loose'bolt hi 
the'engine.
 l believe the secret of pa 
tience is doing something else 
In the meantime.   -
I believe the words Commun 

ist, atheist, famine, slavery, 
.sick tragedy, murder, blind, 
deaf, -are more horrible than 
the evangelists' cries of dam 
nation and hell.
  I believe solitude In your 
own home Is the beat insur 
ance against Insanity, frustra 
tion and crack-up.

I believe wealth and health 
to be truly enjoyed must be 
periodically Interrupted.

I believe the man who trims 
himself to suit everybody 
will ultimately whittle himself 
away. .-,..-.

I believe many people hate 
for on* reason, while there ar» 
99 reasons why they should 
love.

I believe by the ' time your 
brain Is capable of earning 
the price of a good meal, th* 
stomach Is too old to enjoy it

I believe nothing will ever 
be fool-proof as long as ther* 
are fools.

I believe fear of God la a* 
bad as fear of the devil.     

I believe the brotherhood «* 
man must always rest on th* 
fatherhood of God. I

I believe the Intelligent a*» 
the truth In different religion* 
. . . the narrow-minded only 
th* difference.

I believe it's bettor to' be 
lieve all the miracles, fabtoc, 
superstitions, hi -the Talmud, ' 
the Alcoran, Jh* Bible, than 
that this universal frame !  
without a guiding spirit

I believe the greatest com 
pliment i ever .received from 
a loved on* was Inscribed o» 
a Christmas box tag: "For ser 
vices rendered .far beyond th* 
line of duty."

(Copyrighted by Mat UN- 
toy. ItoprodMtton wtthMt 
perndssiaam whole or In part 
Is prohlMted)._______;

OUT OF THE PAST

86 YEAB8 AGO 
December, 1984

Former Torrance Police Oblef 
B. M. Anderson^and Hermosa 
Beach attorney A. P. More- 
wood were each sentenced to 
two to ten yean in San Quen- 
tin after being convicted of 
extortion. A jury deliberated 
an hour and ten minutes to 
find the pair guilty . . . C. 
T. Rlppy was named City Re 
corder following the r^slgna- 
tlon of James L. King, who 
wag linked with th* extortion 

f. U. Hem- 
to seven 

months In the Orange County 
Jail, following his conviction 
of receiving stolen funds from 
the Anaheim Post Office . 

M YBAB8 AGO 
December, 1084

The city obtained {170,000 in 
funds from the Public Work* 
Administration for us* In pur 
chasing wells, and developing 
water property In' Torrance . .. 
A barking dog probably sav 
ed the lives of the two sleep 
ing children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Plerson, of 3268 flonoma 
Ave. The house caught fire, 
and th* children climbed out

ally-known recreation authori 
ty, was hired by th* City Coun 
cil to study th* city's recrea 
tional possibilities . . . Chief 
of Police John Strob Indicated 
that- the city would follow Ar 
my policy in offering full pro 
tection to Japanese citi»ns re 
turning after th* war . . . 
Booklets explaining poat-war 
economic possibilities in Tar 
ranee were being offered by. 
th* Chamber of Commerce.

I

TotrOUlOe Herald

a oucumbw,* aM others.
Which bring* ui right up 

to the title of our column. 
Wonder who ftrat uttered those 
worda?

Probably Adam ... when h* 
**w what oaiiM of hi* rib.

 ut yB| nwrt. , . 
until Mturday aftornofn. Dee. 
34, and 111 haV* a h*ok of 
a time doing my Chriatma* 
shopping because all of you 
will be downtown again, I 
know, Oh well, you can't say 
I didn't warn you.

nfc ___,_
ft YCABtt AOO 
Dmmabei, 1844 

A ahort-llvwl cyclone hitWe*t 
Torrance, twlatlng an oil der 
rick to piece* . ."-. To meet 
Torrance's pout-war needs, Maj. 
O»org« w, Braden, a nation-

LTION
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