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Herald Favors New Civic Center, Swimming Pool
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PALOS VERDES REFUSES TO TAKE DOWN
STREET BARRICADES ALONG BOUNDARY

WEATHER

Weatherman says it will
be generally clear Thursday,
slightly warmer, with a high
in Torrance of about 77.
And, he adds, no fog, or at
least, only a patch here and
there, it at all
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Council
Orders
Road Job

The refusal of Palos Verdes
Estates to do anything about
the barricades it has thrown
up across a number of streets
in the area triggered a serious

CUS! this week on the ur-

Home Gripes Given Developer

Builder
To Look
At List

Developer Tony Paravano,
who has been cast in the role
of the villain in connection
with the bitter complaints
about the condition of a group
of North Torrance homes, told
members of the City Council this
week that he has spent $5000, of
his own money on repairs of the
homes, despite the fact that he
was not a stockholder, officer,
or director of the corporation
that built the homes,

And besides,
said, he was in Europe during
the time the houses were built.

Paravano was appearing be:
fore the Councilmen at their re
quest after residents of Cren:
shaw Gardens' tract of 82 homes
continued to pour complaints in.
to the city offices concerning the
state of repair of some of their
houses.

Accompanied by his attorney,
Harry S, Apter, Paravano re
ported that he had done every:
thing he thought was required
of him in the matter of repairing
the homes in the arca, but he
took a detailed list of the homes
and complaints with him from
the meeting and agreed to seek
a settlement to the problems,

Homes Investigated

The homes under fire are the

same ones which were the target

earlier this year,

mate suspension and then dis-
migsal,

cerned primarily with the finish-
ing touches to the repair jobs
ordered by city and state inspec-

tors, residents say. A number of| |

sidents told the Councilmen
st week that repairmen had

el et
ll heen in their homes to repair

faulty struetural conditions, but

had not replaced wallpaper,

paint, and other

to the jobs.
Builder Blamed

Paravano said the responsibili-
ty for the repairs shouid be
placed with Henry Albachten,
former developer who was de-
scribed as the principal officer of
Princeton Construction Co,
builders of the tract. He indi-
cated that he might be consider-
Ing legal steps to recover some
of the repailr money he had
spent,

“I did the repairs because I
wanted to keep the good will of
the City Council, the City build:
ing department, and the people
of the area,” Paravano sald, He
said he did it because most peo-
ple believed he was responsible
for the homes because of his
position at the time as general
foreman of the construction com:
pany,

To Study List

Any remalining code violations
will be repaired Iimmediately,
Paravano sald during the meeet.
1g with the Councilmen, The
thers, such as plaster, paint,
wyallpaper and nonstructural
‘l\ms will be subject to his study
nd arbitration with city offi.
clalg, he indlcated,

Paravano 18 to report next
week on the list of 20 complain
ing homeowners which he re
colved from Bullding Superin
lendent Russell.

the subdivider|,

Herald Photo)

(
SCHOOL DAZE . , . Some dth graders might have been happy to get back to the rigors of
readin’ and writin’, but here are four lads who figured they would just as soon be out catch-
ing frogs, or sheoting marblées, or running around on thelr bikes. Gary Heddix, 9, left, Greg
Sincock, 9, Wayne Thomas, 8, and Bobble Stout, 10, all attend Madrona School, and volunteered
to portray the “Aw, Shucks , . , School Again,” puplls.

* An Editorial

Torrance is ready for—and needs—a new Civic Center
and public swimming pool. With this conviction, The HERALD
joins forces with those civic-minded and progressive citizens
seeking a favorable vote at the special bond issue election
on Oct, 19,

Present administrative and police facilities are inade-
quate and unworthy of a city already believed to have a
population of 54,000 and destined to reach 100,000 by 1960.
Numerous communities through Los Angeles county with
far less wealth and lesser needs have swimming pools, Tor-
rance can afford one!

There are many individuals, perhaps, who sincerely be-
lleve it would be more practical and economical to expand
the present facilities at the old location, They have had time
to come forward with a practical plan and should have done
50 after the proposal was defeated by a narrow margin last
Spring.

It is our considered opinion that any effort to use the
present location would be a temporary solution of the prob-
lem and ultimately would prove costly and unsatisfactory.

Removal of the Civic Center to a section more centrally

1,400,000 Bonds

On Block Soon

Approval for the sale and
issuance of $1,400,000 worth
of school bonds for the Tor-
rance Unified School District
was given this week by Super-
visor Burton W, Chace,

Money from the sale of the
bonds will bhe used for ac.
quisition of sites, new school
buildings, additions to existing
plants, and equipment

School District
Land in Dispute

The Torrance and Redondo Beach Boards of Education
were doing an Alphonse and Gaston act this week over a
strip of territory now in Redondo Beach, but in the Torrance
School District,

wrrent complaints are con-| !

final touches| |

But after the Torrance hoard received a letter from the
Redondo board this week, indl-

of city and state investigations|:
Those Investi-|
gations wound up with charges|,
being brought agalnst two city| !
inspectors resulting in their ulti-|

cations are that Alphonse and
Gaston may give way to
“Rocky” and “Bzzard.™

Since Redondo Beach recently
annexed the territory, the Tor-
rance Board feels that the beach
city ghould take over the school
gystem, The arvea was formerly
county territory.

Tuesday night, the board
heard a letter from the Redon.
do Beach board, stating that
they did not feel they could
take over the area, since
schools In Redondo Beach were
already overcrowded,

Subdivision Planned

The territory in question is
between 182nd and 100th Sts,
west of Inglewood Ave, and
west of the railroad tracks, In
the El Nido district, Although
there are now only elght
gehnol children in the area, a
300-home subdivision {is sched:
uled for construction there soon,

“Since they annexed the ter
ritory, I feel they have a moral
obligation to take responsibil-
ity for the school system,"
board member Darwin Parrish
declared,

Board members agreed that
they would investigate ways of
getting Redondo Beach to take
responsibility for the district,
which will undoubtedly contain
many children when the sub:
division i completed,

Action Planned

All agreed that they saw no
reason why Torrance should
support a part of Redondo
Beach in its school district, and
indicated they might take the
matter to the County Board of
Supervisors,

In other action, the hoard vot

ed to send a letter stating Its
position to the ate Interim
Committee on Social Welfare,

i [which will soon hold hearings

(Herald Photoy |O0 child care centers,

NAME CHANGE , . , Shapely Shirlee  Garner tries for Child care centers, the board

sizo the new street mmme sign which ioon will replace |fecls, are not the responsibllity

those now reading “Enst RA” Official (action thls week [°F the ";";':i:) l'l;(|«‘l ‘A \\:lllm;
agel ols have

altered the name to W. 208th St, Other mame changes soon “_‘,\”"’“ i '“‘”“ l‘m\“'u :I,:K.H..:

will be made to keep the streets conslstent throughout the ;uh“.d‘,(,,,,” needs . without tak

county,

(Gentinued on Page 23)

located to serve the needs of all the population is simple
logic. Furthermore, 1t would relieve traffic and parking con-
jestion in a vital area that should be made available for com-
mercial expansion of the present business section.

The proposed swimming pool would become a community
asset and an aid in helping to sell Torrance to prospective
residents.

The argument is heard that removal of the Civic Center
would be harmful to business, That is not substantiated in
other communities where 1t has been found advantageous to
remove such centers to less congested areas where offstreet
parking can be provided. Actually, the scores of cars parked
in the vicinity of city offices impede rather than help busi

Stevens Urges
Quick Action
On Beach Plan

Urgent action to obtain prop:
erty near Torrance Bcucn was

ger George stevens, in h-!»
gramp sent to state and coun-
ty officlals,

The property was given a first
priority as a 70-acre beach
park by Milton Breivogel, direc:
tor of planning for the Reglonal
Planning Commiggion. Stevens
was alarmed by reports that the
area was part of a proposed
housing development by the
Don-Ja-Ron Corporation,

“Urgent action is needed if
this property is to become a
public beach as planned, Ste-
vens declared in telegrams to
Gov, Goodwin J, Knight, As.
semblyman Stanley Tomlinson,
pehairman of the comntittee on
impounded tidelands funds; and
state and county recreation and
planning officials,

Plans were drawn up this week
by Willlam Wollett, city-retain.
ed architect, showing a proposed
sketch of the beach, completely
dcvoyapea as a recreational and

picnic area,

The local beach problem will
be iInvestigated by City Recrea
tion Director Harry Van Belle-
hem, as he leaves tomorrow for
a conference at Santa Cruz The
meeting will discuss methods of
getting tidelands money for
beach development.

by adding to traffic congestion and confusion.

Best of all, these two practical proposals will cost the
owner of a $10,000-$12,000 home only $1.75 the first year
of assessment, declining each year thereafter,

Torrance no longer {8 a small town, AIl of us must
realize that we must look forward to a city of 100,000 in a
few years. Failure to comprehend the fantastic growth of
this city since the war already has been costly to the com-
munity. If not disastrous, continued small thinking will result
in chaos and confusion,

We believe the people who have the best interests of
the community at heart and have foresight, will join forces
with those who have set out to make Torrance a better place
in which to live, work and play!

Treasure Hunt Set
For Saturday Noon

Kids of all ages will havefry, 6 years and under, and the
a fleld day in the EI Prudomhu for youngsters 7 to
Parkway, Saturday afternoon, \yn-ms
as the Kiwanls Club holds its| Badges allowing the kids to
annual Kids' Day. enter the hunting area are on
Hundreds of prizes will belsale for 25 cents in the down
given away to youngsters who(town area, or can be purchased
trade in shiny plastic discs|at the park, Saturday, The hunt|
found during a treasure hunt|will get under way at 1:30.
to nearby concession stands.| gop the grownups, $1 tickets
Two hide-and-seek sessions arelare on sale now with numbers
planned, one for the smalllwhich can be matched up with

DA Ph those on prizes in the windows

Motorist Badly
Injured As Car
Skids Off Road

Suffering major injuries when
his car skidded soma 200 feet|
after leaving the road, and the n|
somersaulted another 100 feet
yesterday evening, was Hubert
Eugene Morris, 41, of Lomita.
Traffic Officer H, B. Ingram
sald a witness reported the vie.
tim was headed west on Lomi-
ta Blvd, ana left: the street
on a curve east of Hawthorne
Ave, Some 200 feet of fence
was taken out by the careening
auto,
He wag taken to Harbor Gen:

eral Hospital suffering serious
head Injuries.
Officers were unable to learn

the vulun

Chest Movne,

1~\lwl address,

gent need for major street re-
pairs along 'Torrance streets
which lead into the hilltop com-
munity,

““We don't want to do anything
illegal like blocking off a street,”
Councilman Willys G. Blount
said, “but I really believe same
of our streets in that area should
be looked into by the street de-
partment, They need fixing."

Pipelines Hinted

Discussions among the Councfl-
men turned to the manner of re-
pairing streets and ranged from
ditches to pipelines across the
streets which needed “repairing.”

A letter from the City of Palos
Verdes Estates touched off the
discussion Tuesday night when
.|it was read before the City Coun-
cil. 8igned by City Clerk Willlam
C, Platt, the letter informed Tor-
rance officials that “the Council
feels that the Council should
h|carry out the wishes of the peo-
ple concerned and not reopen tha
streets in question.”

Road Work Ordered

The Torrance Council formally
adopted a motion to have the
city street department look into
the matter of street repairs, with
particular emphasis on Palos
Verdes Blvd, near the Torrance-
PV, border,

The “Battle of the Barricades”
started several years ago when
the City rf Palos Verdes Estates
closed off Via Alameda, Via Pas-
qual, and Via Colusa when upper
Hollywood Riviera was built.
Last year, the city closed Via
Las Vegas, Via Ardilla, Via Car-
delina, and Via Miralesta when it
was learned that plans were be-
ing made to develop the adjoin-
ing area in Torrance,

Plans Legal Sult

Developers of that area, the

-|Ellinwood Corp,, have asked the

city’'s cooperation in bringing
legal action against Balos Verdes
Bstates in an effort to open the
barricaded public streets.

Attorney Felix H, McGinnis,
who s representing the Ellin.
wood Corp,, wrote to City Man-
ager George Stevens last month
saying he contemplated taking
Such action as may be necessary
to see that the streets are re-
opened,

His office sald yesterday that
the attorney was busy In court
and could not comment on the
progress of his case dgalnst the
exclusive community, He had
stated previously, however, that
he would solicit the support of
the Attorney General and the
League of California Citles In
his efforts to punch a hole in
the “iron curtain

He was assured the coopera-
tion of the City of Torrance by
action of the Council Tuesday
evenlnn

School To’ral
2800 Higher
Than in 1953

Torrance schools enwelled 11,
500 students—nearly a 25 per
cent 1se over 1958—-on the

y of classes, according
to School Superintendent J, H.

Peter Graves
Here Tonight |

| Hull,

Of the totals, 1040 were en-
rolled in Torrance High School,
while 9650 were in elementary

Soon for MEnlo

Unclaimed prizes will be dis-
tributed at the park Saturday,|;

reminder that all MEnlo
phunﬂ owners will change thelr

at 3:40,

telephone to DAvis, Saturday,
was glven yesterday by Manager
Dick Pyle of Pacific Telephone,

Some 17,000 telephones, many
located within the Torrance city
limits, will be affected, No
change In the telephone number
Itself will be made—only the
prefix,
Subscribers In the new DAvis
distriet have been sent special|
minlature phone books with the
lehanges indicated,

The grand prizes, a week-end
vacation In Las 'Vegas, an au.
tomatie clothes drier, and a dia-
mond ring, also will be awarded

The 1954 Community Chest|scnools, This {9 an increase of
movie, “Endless Days,” will be[460 in high school, which went
shown for the first time in thelon double sesslons this year,
Harbor area tonight &t theland 2840 in elementa chools,
Torrance Theater at 8 o'clock, [some of whic dy on

Its star, Peter Graves, willjdouble sessicus,
appear on the program to do-' The bigs Jjump tn enroll

seribe some of the events which|ment, percentagewlse, was at Kl
occurred while it was being/Nido School, which more than

at this time. Winners need not
be present, only have purchased|
a ticket,
Proceeds from the Kids' Day|
go to sponsor youth actlvities |

made,

|"Black

Graves appeared in‘“Sta. doubled its students—from 208
ly completed|to 488, The only schools show-
ing losses were North Torrance
School and Torrance Elementa.
School, which lost students

lag 17, and re
Tuesd

Angela Ackerson, of 8an Pe
dro, will emcee the show, which|ry
include entertainment by|with construction of Carr and

of the Kiwanis Club, A major|will

portion of the funds are used|{Joe Crisa and hlg guitar, and \\w‘ schools, respectively,

in the annual Learn to Swim|the Long Beach chapter of| Walterla School led elemen-

project, “Sweet Adeline” tary schools 'n enrollinent with
Ticket holders must pick up! Harbor Chalrman Tommy 1080, and recently completed

[prizes in the stores by 1 pm.|Thompsom, of Torrance, will also Meadow Park School was small

Saturday, \appean hg with 60,



