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Battle for Congress
Just about ninety jscr cent of the predic 

tions one reads these days concerning the 
fall elections give the Democrats an excel 
lent chance to capture control of Congress. 
Even some Republicans concede the Demo 
crats this chance, since 1954 Is an off-election 
year. That Is, It is not s presidential election 
year, and In these years, according to all poli 
tical tradition, the minority party usually 
gains ground.

In the lower body of Congress, the House, 
the Democratic hold 218 scats and the Repub 
licans only 2tBr .or four more seats than the 
minority party. The 438 elections throughout 
the country In November will accurately re 
flect the mood of the voter at the time and 
place a membership in the House representa 
tive of the mood of the electorate. But there 
are only thirty-two Senate races this year, 
since Senate elections are staggered so that 
only a third of the membership of the upper 
body Is elected each two years.

And it happens that of the thirty-two Sen 
ate terms expiring this year there are only 
eleven Republican terms expiring. That means 
that twenty-one Democratic terms are expir 
ing giving the Republicans a chance to gain 
in twenty-one states whereas the Democrats

have an opportunity to gain In only eleven 
states.

Of the races to fill expiring Democratic 
terms (twenty-one in all), ten of them arc In 
solid Southern States and there Is no chance 
of Republican gains. But in another eleven   
as many as the total 'number of Republican 
terms expiring In the Senate the outcome is 
not positive.

These Republican opportunities are found 
in New Mexico (Clinton P. Anderson), Illinois 
(Paul Douglas), Delaware (Alien Frear). Iowa 
(Guy Gillette), Rhode Island  (Theodore 
Green), Minnesota (Hubert Humphrey), Wy 
oming, (Lester Hunt), Colorado (Edwin John 
son), Oklahoma (Bob Kerr), Montana (James 
Murray), West Virginia (Matthew Neely).  

Of the eleven Republican terms expiring,, 
several are considered In the bag for the 
G.O.P. Contests which could possibly result in 
Democratic gains are to be held In the follow 
ing states (name of Senator whose term ex 
piring in parenthesis. South Dakota (Karl 
Mundt), Massachusetts (Leverett Saltonstall),' 
New Jersey, (Robert Hendrlekson), Nebraska. 
(Dwight Griswold), Michigan (Homer Ferg- 
usoni. Idaho (Henry Dworshak), Oregon (Guy 
Cordoni, Kentucky (John Cooper).

Strauss Meets the Press
Rear Admiral Lewis L. Strauss, chairman 

of the Atomic Energy Commission, was re 
cently exposed to reporte'rg from every section 
of the country by president Dwight D. Elsen 
hower. The President took the occasion of a 
presidential press conference to bring along 
the AEC chairman and, after the President 
had answered reporters' questions, he stepped 
aside for the Admiral.

Reporters had been asking President Elsen 
hower to have Strauss hold a press conference 
and give them details on the hydrogen bomb 
for some weeks. As soon as the opportunity 
arose the opportunity having been arranged 
by the President reporters were fast to fire 
questions at the AEC chairman.

Naturaly, one ef the first questions was

how powerful hydrogen bombs are likely to 
get. Chairman .Strauss answered by saving 
the Atomic Energy Commission could build 
hydrogen bombs to meet the requests of the 
military services. He left hanging the question 
whether there wai any limit to these fantastic 
new bombs.

The prospect which this latest bomb raises 
in' the minds of all sane humans is a prospect 
of an effective ban on such weapons by the 
major powers of the world. So terrible has 
the destructiveness of atomic weapons become 
even the Russians appear to be ready to join 
In ban against their use. It begins to look 
more and niore like the next war if there Is 
one will be fought in the conventional man 
ner, without the use of-atomic weapons.

U. S. Policy Stiffens
A significant change In U. S. Policy con 

cerning Indo-Chlna lias taken place In the last 
two weeks. It all began as far back as Jan 
uary when Secretary of State John 'Foster 
Dulles made a speech about instant retaliation 
against new Communist aggression.

In the past few weeks the White House 
has decided to go all-out'in trying to Win the 
war In French Indo China. The result has 
been a clear warning to Red China not to In 
tervene directly in the Indo China struggle. 
The Chinese have been told, in effect, that the 
United States would definitely react vigorous 
ly to any such action.

President Elsenhower himself'has lined up 
behind this basic policy. General Douglas 
MacArthur, who conferred with the President 
recently, is thought to be In favor of it.

With the tough attitude on Indo China also 
goes an American decision to rule out any 
possibility of the recognition of Red China at 
the April 26th meeting In Geneva. Some U. S. 
allies were hoping Communist China would 
exhibit more peaceful leanings if western pow- 

'ers considered recognition but the U. S. view 
Is that Red China's continued assistance to 
Communists fighting the French in Indo China 
Is proof that the opposite 'Is true.

In short, the new U. S. policy Is a firmer 
on* than has been evidenced yet by this coun 
try. The statements of Secretary Dulles   
about Instant and massive retaliation   are 
actually surprisingly bold talk. If his threats 
are backed up, the United States almost seems 
committed to the use of major forces and per 
haps new weapons, to counter any new aggres 
sion from the Communist world.

In other words, to sum It up, the United 
States Is embarked on a bold policy in Indo 
China, administrative leaders no doubt being 
convinced this is the only policy the Chinese

respect. President Elsenhower feels this coun 
try is now strong enough to follow a bold 
course. After three years of heavy rearma 
ment, U. S. foreign policy is now backed up 
by a lot of military power which alone com 
mands respect from the Communists.

Elsenhower and Taxes
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, when re 

cently questioned by reporters on the tax cut 
bill he signed April 1st, admitted the bill was 
not exactly what he had requested from Con 
gress, but said there were two schools of argu 
ment on whether larger tax cuts would stimu 
late business or not and that he had accepted 
the bill wholeheartedly.

He told reporters taxes have .already been 
cut this year by over $$7,000,000,000 and that 
these are the largest tax cuts ever effected In 
one year'by any administration. The Presi 
dent seemed to be particularly proud of this 
fact. ,

This means that billions of dollars hereto 
fore collected by the Government will be avail 
able to Individuals and private business in the 
coming year. Some of this money is sure to 
be used to expand and stimulate business, and 
therefore tax reductions should help to keep 
the country's business wheels turning at a 
good rate.

It Is true that the Elsenhower Administra 
tion Is facing another deficit and that it has 
very little chance of balancing the budget 
either this year or next. The tax cuts, and 
economies In government, which have been 
achieved by the Republican Administration, 
arc two certain planks In the Republican cam 
paign platform this year. At least ninety per 
cent of all <ihe counlj-y's citizens are in favor 
of both economies and tax cuts.
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A VERY FAMOUS 
PREDICTION.-

When Nostradamus in 1534 
(exactly 420 years ago)' pre 
dicted: "The-middle part of the 
20th century will prove to the 
nation whose Holiday is Thurs 
day (America's Thanksgiving) 
that friends cannot be bought 
by gold, by food and by cloth- 
Ing, but can 'inly be held In ance! . . . 
friendship by exchangeable re 
sponsibility .(a strange expres 
sion then) and International co 
operation!" How true these 
things have been in the past 
seven years, and how much 
truer today are becoming day

pept more border Incidents!... 
nation! ... St. Louis: A new 
Sonja Henie: Your next venture 
will be a solo act without your 
famous Ice revue company play 
ing the top night clubs of the 
air base will be located In your 
area! . . . J, Edgar Hoover: 
You will give electrifying tes 
timony on your next appear-

WOMEN WOW WILL 
MAKE NEWS

Hetty Greeri, the world's rich 
est woman, will soon make 
headline news from beyond the 
Golden Shore when a huge real 
estate venture ,1s stymied due 
to her shrewd manipulationsby day! Nostradamus also pre- in a bygone day! . .. Lila 

dieted that "By 1960 America 
will be the greatest power the 
wgrld has ever known and will 
be the capltol of culture, fi 
nances, art, Invention, and Lib 
erty!" Yes, Nostradamus warns 
us not to sell America short!

FOR PEOPLE AND PLACES:
Greta Garbo: Your comeback 

film will be .based on the life 
and loves of a famous axe mur 
deress! . . . Paris, France: 
Your next toast of the town 
will be Pamela Dru and Alan 
DIJon ' who do an entire I c e 
revue on golden skates! . . . 
Los Angeles: The new free 
way system will be -complet 
ed by August 1954! . . . Pres 
ident Elsenhower: Your recla 
mation of western waste land 
will be one   of the major en 
gineering feats off the 20th cen 
tury! . . . Israel: You con ex-

Leeds, who became one of Hol 
lywood's most recent personal 
tragedies, will write of her life 
and tell the truth about her 
present drug -addiction which 
will make your blood run cold. 

(Names will be named, and it 
will be shown that her plight 
was the plight of a girl vic 
timized by selfish men! . . . 
Santha Rama Rau's latest 
"This I slndia," travel book 
will win many literary awards 
for Its keen feminine insight 
into the woman's problems and 
daily life In that far off land! 
... Sue Carroll, the wife

will write of her experiences' 
in placing her husband at the 
top of the heap In «pjtc of 
the opposition she met from 
the male who psychologically^ 
block her at every _move sim 
ply because she was a woman! 
. . . An American girl will ba

ill Predlcti today!

the next bride of Peron! . , .

A VERY FAMOUS 
PREDICTION;

When I was a farm boy in 
Gibson County, Indiana, we 
had a hired man who "could 
see things" about others, which 
would happen in the future in 
a most alarming and sensation 
al manner. I recall very clearly 
one afternoon I was riding Into- 
town with him on the Karges 
wagon when we passed anoth 
er wagon containing one man, 
which was bid a fond fare 
well and .given good wishes. 
When I asked our man why 
he had bid this man such 
a fond farewell rather, than 
pass the time of day, he told 
me "We will never' see that 
man alive again." The next 
morning we heard that he had 
died in his sleep. A local un 
dertaker in Princeton often 
used to ask this man who 
would be next and this man 

. would be most amazingly cor 
rect with his predictions about 
life's greatest event death!

Audrey V. H.: He is sin 
cere, but you must make the 
first move, for it is the woman 
who marries the man, and he 
is very shy. He Is good hus 
band material and you will be 
most happy with him. Within 
90, days you will be married.

SAFETY AT THE WHEEL
School buses carry thousand! 

of children. Wh«t can you do to 
prevent their deaths or injur 
ies In traffic accidents? You can 
obey strictly simple rulei set 
up by law to protoct our chil-

The law calls for a driver to 
stop when he overtakes a school 
bus from the rear when it stops 
to take on or discharge chil 
dren, no you know you muit
 top also when you meet a
 topped school bus?

The law says all school bus»s 
lust have flashing red aitfnal 

lifhts front and buck. Stop when 
you nee lime lights flashing. You 

t not move until the bus' 
lights ctop Hashing. 

Only th« school bus driver may 
crute tUe signal lights. He 
ows you when you can safely 

«»» the bus. He knows if Jim- 
y has to oruss the street to 

get home. And he will keep Ills 
lights Hushing until Jimmy is 

It on the other side.

More simple safety rules: 
Use common sense when pasi- 

ing moving cars. Go past the 
car a safe distance before you 
cut back to the right. Don't 
speed up while a car tries to 
pass you.

You may pass a car on the 
right only uj u few »pecifle in- 
Itanoes: For example, on wide 
city streets or clearly marked 
highways with two or more lanes 
in each direction. But itven when 
you may pans on the right, check 
to see It is safe to do so. You 
must never pass on the right by 
driving on the pavement or on 
the shoulder of the road.

You may not cross the center 
line unless you can get back to 
the right side within 100 f«et of 
any oncoming cur. You should 
never cross .a highway's center 
line when you cannot see if the 
left side !  free of oncoming traf 
fic. You must never cross a 
double line on a highway. Be 
especially careful about pass- 
Ing on lulls or curves whore your 
view may be restricted. 

NOTE: The Stale Bar of 
California often thli column 
for your Wormallon no the* 
van may know more about 
how to act under eur laws.

Mona L.: You will bide your 
time for the price will come 
down. In the meantime you 
will continue to work there and

cessfully> for you.

Arthur B. 90: Your wife very 
kindly offered to help you, but 
her strength Is not as it should 
be and you would be most un 
wise In permitting her to labor 
for you. You will hold on to 
your present job and seek oth 
er employment during your off 
days. There Is another very 
good position awaiting you.

Emma F.' 46: Your handwrit 
ing has the buoyancy of a 
young girl and I know from 
your .photograph that people 
neve r believe you are 64 
years old By all means join 
this club for you will enjoy 
yourself and the exercise will 
be wonderful for you, You will 
also meet your next husband 
through this sport.

Desheortened L: You have 
hod a most trying life, but I 
know that there li definitely 
happiness ahead for you. There 
will be an opportunity for you 
to join a social group In your 
community and you will be ask 
ed to run for an office which 
you will accept. This new so 
cial activity will give you   
new outlook on life, and I know 
you will soon forget your past 
unhapplness,

Tessle'O. 122: You will bo 
able to collect from thu insur 
ance company, The other drlv 
er was guilty and you will re 
c*lv« compensation.

It's Your Cpuntry
By JOHN W. BECK

Gold Redemption Acts
MURRAY BILL: Last week

I described the opening session 
of hearings before a Senate 
subcommittee on banking and 
flnajice, as that subcommittee 
proceeded toward consideration 
of four separate bills designed 
for restoration of trading In 
gold, and a gold coin standard 
with a fully redeemable cur 
rency system. Before going 
further into the testimony of- 

_ fered the subcommittee, the 
nature of the bills under con 
sideration should be described. 

A bill "To permit the free 
marketing of newly mined, 
gold," designated as S. 2384, 
was introduced in the first 
session of the 83rd Congress 
by Senator James E. Murrray 
<D. Mont,.). This short and 
concise*blil states; "That, not 
withstanding the provisions of 
any other law of Executive 
order or regulation to the con 
trary, newly mined gold pro 
duced after the enactment of 
this Act within the United 
States or its Territories or in 
sular possesions may be ac 
quired, purchased, sold, nielted 
of treated, held In custody, 
transported, or earmarked by 
any person or Government in 
strumentality without penalty 
or restriction."

McCARRAN BILLS: A sec 
ond, bill introduced in the first 
session o* the 83rd Congress by 
Senator Pat McCarran (D. 
Nov.), known as S. 13, reads 
substantially as foloWs: "That, 
notwithstanding any law or 
Executive order, gold in any 
form, mined subsequent to the 
enactment of this Act within 
the United States, its Territor 
ies and posscsions, including 
Alaska, may be bought, held, " 
sold, or traded upon the open 
market within the United 
States, Its Territories and pos- 
sesions, including Alaska, for 
any purpose whatsoever, and 
may be exported without the 
imposition of duties, excise 
taxes, the requirement of li 
censes, permits, or any re 
strictions whatsoever.1 '

This bill provides further 
that: "Gold Imported into the 
United States after the effec 
tive date of this Act may be 
held, bought, sold, or traded 
upon the open market within 
the United States, its Terri 
tories and possessions, includ 
ing Alaska, for any purpose 
whatsoever, and may be ex 
ported without the imposition 
of duties, extlse taxes, the 
requirement of license, permits, 
or any restrictions whatso 
ever."

Senator McCarran also has 
Introduced in the first session 
of the 83rd Congress another 
bill:: 'To establish a sound, 
honest, and dependable mone 
tary system which will main 
tain and protect the solvency 
and integrity of the people's 
money and the solvency and 
integrity of the United States; 
and to guarantee the redemp 
tion of our currency In gold 
and/or silver, at face value, on 
demand;" and for oltfor pur 
poses."

This bill, designated as 3. 
2514, provides, first, for a free 
and open market In gold sub 
stantially the same as called 
for in the McCarran bill 8. 13. 
It provides further that after 
sufficient time has elapsed: 
"The price of gold shall be fix 
ed by the Congress where it 
accurately reflects the depreci 
ation that has taken place in 
the'United States dollar since 
1933 based upon the whole

sale commodity Index; and the 
price of sliver fixed by Con 
gress where iffsfleets the cor 
reel ratio between gold ami 
silver based upon the relative 
world production of these two 
precious metals since 1942."

It provides further that: The 
prices of gold and silver so 
determined shall remain fixed 
and constant unless and until 
changed by Act of Con 
gress.' 1 After this, free' trading 
Derlod  has    passed and the 
weights of gold and silver 
coins have been established, 
then: "The right to redeem 
United States currency in gold 
or silver at face value, on de 
mand'(in coin), Is hereby re 
stored.' 1

BRIDGES BILL: A fourth 
bill considerably more detailed^ 
and explicit was Introduced hy" 
Senator Styles Bridges (R., 
N.H.) to be cited as "The Gold 
Redemption Act of 1954." This 
bill Is further identified as S. 
2332. It differs from the other 
three bills in that It does not 
provide for a free market In 
gold, which might lead to furth 
er inflation; .but does provide 
for full redeemability with the 
weight of 'the gold dollar to re 
main as it is now fixed by law 
at 1/35 of an ounce- of gold 
9/10 fine.

Section 2 of this bill states: 
"It is hereby declared to be 
the policy of the Congress, 
with a view to strengthening 
confidence in the United States 
dollar and minimizing Inflation 
ary pressure, and in order to 
protect holders of savings 
bonds including federal and 
private obligations owners of 
savings deposits and insurance 
policies, and persons dependent 
upon pensions or fixed salaries 
or wages from the'effects of i 
inflation, to return the cur-^ 
rency of the United States tofl 
the gold standard and thereby" 
restore to American citizens 
the gold convertibility privilege 
(now) enjoyed by foreign hold 
ers of United States (currency), 
dollars." i

PROTECTIVE MEASURES) 
The Bridges Bill finally pro 
vides that: "The President 
shall not suspend payment In 
gold on any obligation hereto 
fore or hereafter entered into 
except as specifically author 
ized by Act of Congress. Sec 
tion 16 of the Federal Reserve 
Act is amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following 
new paragraph: 'For the pur 
poses of this section Treasury 
currency, except that in pro 
cess of retirement, and con 
sisting of gold, gold certifi 
cates, silver and minor coins, 
silver certificates, and United 
States notes shall be counted 
as part of the lawful money 
for reserves against deposits 
in Federal Reserve banks.' 
(And) the following are here 
by repealed ... all .provisions 
of law authorizing the Presi 
dent to alter the size, weight, 
or fineness of gold and silver 
coins; and all laws, or parts 
thereof which are inconsistent 
with the provisions of this 
Act." The Bridges Bill pro- , 
vldos for full redeemability to^ 
become effective one year afterH 
the date of enactment.

Details of debate on the pro 
visions of the various bills de 
scribed as It was offered be 
fore the Senate subcommittee, 
will be presented in future 
columns.

IT'S A FACT by JERRY CAHILL


