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Police officers In Franklin Township, near 
Mlddlebush, New Jersey, havp tried a new 
system to curb nets of juvenile vandalism. 
After roundlng up a group of children who 
jHKt-earried out. various escapades In-thcir_ 
neighborhood, (ho police took them to head 
quarters and made tap* recordings of their 
confessions.

Then the police scheduled a dalo for par 
ents of the children to come to headquarters 
and hear their children's confessions. The Idea 
IB that the parents upon hearing how their 
sons and daughters spend their spare time, 
will best be able to correct the. wayward In 
clinations of their offspring.

No doubt many of the parents will be sur 
prised at their children's free-time activities 
antt-the tape recordings should be an eduea-

tional experience for them. The police believe 
that If the Juvenile delinquents are not cor 
rected In time, one or more of them could 
develop Into a serious case.

The police plan-to £rase the tapes after 
parents hear their1 children's confessions. 
They are trying this remedy rather than 
sending the juveniles to a judge, but If this 
recourse does not produce result*, then the 
delinquents can "tell It to the Juvenile Court 
Judge."

We endorse the method being tried In 
Franklin Township, New Jersey, long having 
believed today's Juvenile delinquency Is the 
result of two things: A lack of supervision 
and care from parents and an Ignorance on 
the part of parents gs to what their children 
are doing In their 4>ee time,         

Annual Baseball Prophecies
This is the time of year when baseball man 

agers wax optimistic on their chances for im 
proving 1D53 records. Before mid.April, when 
the major league baseball season begins, 
there will be six or eight first-division clubs 
in each pf the two major leagues.

This is only natural and that, part of hu 
man nature which makes the game so Inter 
esting. On opening day, no doubt, there are 
at least six or seven managers In each league 
hoping to have a first- division berth. And 
baseball being a game of many unexpected 
developments, covering a long period of time, 
often an underdog ups and surprises  very- 
one.

This year both the lagues will stage pen-, 
nant races, carrying with them somewhat 
unusual interest. In The American League, of 
course, there is a new club Baltimore. It 
has been a long time since the Orioles Were 
in the major leagues and baseball fans every 
where will be watching to see If the Orioles 
can do what the Braves of Milwaukee did 
last year. -

This year there is obvious pennant fewf in 
Milwaukee and the Braves are expected to 
push the Brooklyn Dodgers all the way, even 
though the injury to one of their star hitters, 
Bobby Thompson, is a mildly discouraging 
note to Braves' fans.

In the American League, there is also above- 
normal Interest because of the fact that one 
team the New York Yankees - is entering 
season play with an all-time record of six 
straight pennants in World Series victories 
going for them. Naturally, the question Is 
whether the Yankees, who recently disposed 

' of one of their big-name pitchers, can fnake 
It seven in a row.

The enthusiasm1 of the managers this time 
of the year is only a parallel to the enthusiasm 
of fans. It looks like a great season and al 
though it'would be'nice for six or seven 
teams to wind up In the first division, In each 
league, that is an Impossibility. Only four will 
be there In the fading days of September, 
when this year's pennant races end. That Is a 
long time off, however, and, in the meantime,

there will be many challenges from the under 
dogs through the stretch *of hot summet 
months.

Like Spring, we always welcome baseball  
the two arriving almost simultaneously and 
we are looking tprward to an unsually Inter 
esting year of it in 1954. And we suspect the 
Yankees and Dodgers will win again.

The Four Minute Mile
Guilder Haegg predicted recently the ma.n 

who would break his record, and run a four- 
minute mile, would be Great Britain's Roger 
Bannister. Hapgg said he thought Bannister 
might accomplish the feat this year.

Haegg said outstanding nmnerg In the 
world today included Bannister, John Landy 
of Australia, West Santee of the United States, 
Gordon Pirle of Great Britain. Josy Barthel 
of Luxembourg, and Werner Lueg of Ger 
many.

Of that group, he thinks Bannister has 
the finest chance to run a four-minute mile. 
He compliments the British runner by saying 
Bannister'has thp brains and physical ability, 
and that he does not over-train. Haegg says 
mankind's long-sought four-minute mile will 
be* run when one of trte yotinger runners for 
gets the four-minute mile psychotogical bar 
rier, gets into the right race probably a four- 
men effort -arid has a good track and plenty 
of people to cheer him on.

He says he thinks the four-minute mile de 
finitely can be run and that, If he had con 
centrated on It In his prime, he believes ; he 
could have accomplished the feat. The present 
record, set by Hacgg, Is 4:01.4. It would seem 
the one and two-tenths seconds all that 
stands between the world's greatest runners 
and a four.mlnute mile Is a small enough 
obstacle to overcome.

However, It has defied the world's best for 
many years. Like the last mile, the last second 
Is the hardest to overcome and Haegg Is prob 
ably being a little over-optimistic In his ap 
praisal. ",

THE MAIL BOX
Bailor, 
Torrance Herald

Torrance has been growing at a phenom 
enal rate: population In 1940 was 9,950; (n 
1950, It was 22,201; in 1052, It was 31,884; 

'and the last Special Census in 1953 showed 
Torrance to have a population of 44,914. All 
of this tremendous growth has gone on with 
out any real expansion of the park and rec 
reation facilities. While play apace has been 
growing less, the number of youngsters look- 
Ing for a place to play has Increased.

Your City Council is anxious to do some 
thing to provide for the happiness of our 
children. As a member of that council, I ask 
you to vote YES on the recreation bond Is 
sues. Unless the voters support these two 
bond issues, the hands'of the City govern 
ment are tied. You must vote to spend £he 
money for recreation or you won't have any. 

Wo can afford to .build one centrally-lo 
cated swimming pool that will serve all areas 
In the city equally. If we get the pool, there 
will not only be recreational swimming for 
all; but there will be swimming and life sav 
Ing classes for the children and adults who 
are Interested.- Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp- 
fire Girls, YWCA, YMCA, etc. will be able to
 dd the healthful sport of swimming to their 
programs. The city la also anxious to work 
out an agreement with the Torrance Unified 
School District so that they can uuo the pool 
(or the High School and Elementary School 
Physical Education programs. A swimming 
pool has beta needed In the City of Tarianoe 
for many years, and this is the time when 
you voters will be given an opportunity to 
build a pool that you can USD in your time. 
The amount of the .Swimming Pool Bond in 
1260,000.

The $160,000 Bond Issue for Improvement 
of recr»ation facilities In th» City of Tor 
rance) hu beta planned no that *J1 the area* 
In Torrance will benefit from It. Included In 
planned expenditures of the bond money are 
such thlngi as; night lighted all purpose game
 ourti, improved plonlo treat, and alubhouiei. 
iVfl at these IrnprovemonU are designed V

provide a place to play for all members of all 
the families In Torrance. 

'i I ask you to vote YES on the recreation
 bond Issue so that the children will have a 
safe place to play off the street, and so 
that Torrance families will have a park to 
go to for family recreation. Remember, fami 
lies that play together, stay together. Provide 
for parks in your neighborhood. VOTE YES 
ON THE RECREATIOK BOND ISSUE. 

VICTOR m. BENSTBAD Jr.

"Affairs of State"
Editor Torrance Herald:

Several weeks ago this reporter (?) sent 
an item to the Herald telling of the Hamp 
ton nlayers next production. I very- properly 
told who was in the play, namely, Jim Reeves, 
Mary Woodson, Bruco Sutton, Pat Rodgcrs, 

, Carl Rodgers, and Frank Caltahan. I men 
tioned that it, was a sophisticated comedy set 
In the Washington scene. I pointed out that 
Bob Farnsworth was directing It. Twice, I 
mentioned the dates of the performances: April 
2nd, 3rd, Oth, and 10th. Then, very Impressed 
with my literary ability and the crafty meth 
ods that I used to sneak in all of the pertinent 
facts, I sent the article off and relaxed, con- 
fldent tjiat my journalistic ability career had 
been launched auspiciously.

I was rudely awakened when the article 
was published, however. I had neglected to 
mention the name of the play. Puzzled by 
the faux- pas, the editors ran it In the 
"Mall Box" with the caption "Nameless Dra 
ma." Thu shainu of It all!

But I have grappled with my despair and 
bounced hack, In the "show must go on" tra 
dition to tell all interested parties the name of 
the play. It. Is "Affairs of State" by Louis 
Verneull.

So don't plan dinner at eight because the 
curtain will go up at eight-thirty at the Re 
doiuio Union High School. For the a a me 
money that you would spend on a movie you 
can come clown aad see real live people act 
ing. The settings are designed by Raymond 
Wallace, who has done fine work on several
 how* for the Ljoa Caneloneros Choral (irmip.

WARREN LAVENDER

Griswell Predicts
Art Accurate Glimpse of the Future -

Criswell will answer your. quMlltarii If you will write him In care of the Torrsnce Herald, ilqnlno your full mime and address. Only Initials will be used In the answer which will appear In rotation as re ceived ana at space permits. There Is no charge for this service. Write Criswell Predicts today!

JUST FOB YOU GIRLS:
The Plumbers Union will be 

almost frightened out of Its 
wits by the increasing num 
ber of women who seek to 
join this profession. Many of 
you girls are adept plumbers, 
without even knowing It, for 
you" are able to face any crisis 
in your own home. You girls 
are more thorough than men, 
work more rapidly, and by nat 
ural Instinct, know the seat ofj 
the trouble. Whether they like 
It or not, the Plumbers Union 
will be forced to open their 
membership to women within 
the next three months! . . .

which will be most welcome! 
i . . The next diet fad will 
center around cabbage juice, 
boiled cabbage and raw cab 
bage. If you will eat cabbage 
with every meal you will be 
amazed at Its thinning effect! 
. . . The next hostess fad will 
be the "Low-Calory Buffet" 
which will delight your fem 
inine as well as your mascu 
line guests! . . , Spring 16 near 
er than you think!

Dear Criswell:
What kind of work should 

my husband try to get? Mary 
D. M.

Your -husband will soon got
Some owners of unsavory ho- work in aircraft, and will make 
tels will not hire you women very good money. You will find 
as managers any more, for 

.you will not permit the shock 
ing vice and immorality to con 
tinue with your natural sense 
of decency. When a job of 
this kind la refused you, 9

that the coming three months 
will be most eventful for you. 
You will soon have a visit from 
old friends.

out of lo times, unspeakable
Ida: You will go to your, doc 

tor Immediately for you should

the man never marries the 
woman. You will work up this 
man's emotions and before he 
knows It, you will be man and 
wife. Saturday night ho was 
quite worried ahout rcvoTscs 
In his business which accounts 
for the way he acted.

Lilly Dew: By all means re 
port this to your local author 
ities for' they arc eager to re 
ceive all news of flying sau 
cers. Pay no attention to your 
husband for It Is your first 
duty to believe In yourself. You 
.will get quite a few letters 
from other people who have 
spotted saucers and you will 
build up quite a Collection of 
facts and will later Join a 
flying saucer group.

Linda: You will remain there 
for the time being, but the 
house will be sold by mid-year. 
You will make a move for the 
better, as you, will rent ahous,e 
with an option to buy. Your 
husband'-Is faithful to you.

conditions may exist In that have this wrenched neck taken
very motel!

1955 will be the year of dra 
matic footwear made of design 
ed fabrics to fit every mood- 
stripes, polka-dots, checkered, 
zebra, and all the nautical pat 
terns! . . . Preview: The rage 
this summer will be the monk's 
coat with the attached hood, 
made of silk, giving you the 
long slender line with just 
the right amount of feminine 
mystery. Too many of you 
girls have pushed aside the 
usual summer fashions as too 
"plain", and "that they do no 
thing for the figure" but here 
Is a d e f i n Ijt e Improvement

care of Immediately. I know 
this Is not serious but you 
should not neglect It. I know 
you will be healed within a 
very short time, and this med 
ical bill should be sent, to 
your husband regardless of his 
attitude. One day your hus 
band will need medical assist 
ance and then the sky, will be 
the limit as far as expense 
Is concerned, so do not Iqt this 
bother you.

Nellie: This man la In lovdO 
with you and you will marry 
him, but remember it Is the 
woman who marries the man,

IN ACTION

TRUTH AND BEI.EVANCT
The tests of truth and relevancy 

which courts apply are stricter 
Hum those which we u«e In dally 
life. As a rule we don't put" a 
nun under oolh. We don't cross- 
cxamlno him if his story fails 
to hung together. We don't Jail 
or line him if he llei to us. But 
we do these things In court.

Why Is that? Because we think 
eai-li thing that liken place In a 
co.urtroom Is Important. Your 
property, your pursonul or civil 
riulits -even your family's wel 
fare or your life or liberty  

' Ui of tea-
ny in urt.

their teiti full thort of those of 
science. When a scientist doubti 
the outcome of an experiment, 
he need not rely upon sorriebody 
file's word. He just repeats the 
experiment In question.

But not so hi court. The icts
told of jn courts cannot be lived
over aialn. for the court to tee
llrst hnnd. For example, you can-

t bring buck and ask a
ad man whether he signed  

will or whether the accused 
killed a man. We canaot re-da * 
murder; we can only get the 
witnesses to tell what they know 
lint head.

To protect each party, there 
are at least two safeguards-- (1) 
we put the witness under oath on 
pain of penalties lor lying; and 
U) we cross-examine the wit 
ness.

Lawyers may seem always to 
be objecting to testimony. They 
huve.a duty to their clients and 
the court, lo see that the judge 
and jury hear only what Is true 
und relevant under the law.

If a lawyer protests, the Judge 
may rule out somu kinds uf facts 
und tell the Jury to ignom them. 
Sometimes too, some facts ser 
iously break the rules of evl- 
clonecv Then the Judge declares 
a "mistrial" and orders a new 
trial.

He does this when the testi 
mony Is so unfair as to put the 
right! of the accused Jn danger. 
He does this also lu protect the 
public.

NOTt: 'I'Ue Stale Bar of 
California, oilers this coluiiuj- 
fer renr liiforraalleu ao Uwt 
roti rn»y knew more about 
hew to act under our laws.

Victor: Sell thl» property 
now, for you will not get a 
better price. There Is no oil in 
your vicinity.

Mary C. B.: There is nothing 
strange in writing your news 
paper for advice, for It is gen 
erally known, your paper 13 
the pulse of your community 
and no one on your paper Is 
an actual stranger to you. This 
column Is for your use, there 
la no money charged, and the 
answers are free. I do know 
that you wll Iget over your 
that you will get over your 
unselfishness for others. You 
have gone until you have prac 
tically dropped in your tracks. 
Da not remodel your home. 
You will be able to sell it and 
buy Income property. You will 
buy a new car. Thank you for 
your kind Interest In my fea 
ture and In the Torrance Her 
ald.

AFTER HOURS
By JOHN MORLEY

THE TRAGEDY OF FRANCE
France's failure In Indo- 

China can be traced to France's 
failure at home. For while the 
Inrto-ChWsc war U aggravat 
ing France's economic and poli 
tical dilemma,.it is neither the 
prove any remedy. It is the 

' fault of the French .govern 
ment, loaded with corruption, 
tax-evasion, and Indifference to 
the needs of the Nation. The 
picture Is more depressing now 
because the Communists are 
increasing their power. I learn- 

. ed .In France that more and 
more Christians, who hate Com 
munism, arc voting Commun 
ist as a protest against their 
own government. "We Christ 
ians hate Communism,' one 
Frenchman told me. "But we 
alsp hate the fact that our own 
guvci nment Is- domg lltthr or 
nothing about well-to-do people 
who refuse to pay their Just 
taxes." I heard this complaint 
more than any other In 
France, each year, for the last 
three that I visited that coun 
try.

V. S. Billions Help Little
Since 1945- we have given 

France just under $13,000,000,- 
000, with another $1,600,000,000 
oh the way for this fiscal year, 
to take care of military com 
mitments In Africa and Indo- 
China. The Indo-Chinese con 
tribution will run close to three 
quartet* billion dollars from 
Uncle Sam. In addition to this 
France will receive another 
$200,000,000, which Is the 43% 
United States share of the 14- 
nation NATO program In 
France alone. In spite of all 
this financial assistance. France 
Is on the verge of bankruptcy, 
financial and moral, unless a 
strong leader can r.lse and clean 
house.

The Indb-Chlna Dllemna
The basic failure In Indo- 

China Is principally due to the 
low morale of the Indo-Chinese 
troops (Vlet-Namese), the col 
onials and the mercenary 
French Legion, fighting the 
war. The regular French Army 
is not In Jndo-Chlna and never 
has been there during the en 
tire seven and a half year war 
against Communist Ho Chl 
Mlnh. French law prohlbts the 
use of any of the 800,000 regu 
lar French Army fof conscript 
to Indo-Chlna or any other 
place outside France. I found 
the morale of the troops and 
civilians at a very low ebb In 
Indo-Chlna each year since 
1960 that I have been there. The 
people appear to lack the heart 
to fight for the French and do 
so only because they hate Com 
munism. These are the facts of 
life In Indo-Chlna and all the 
millions we have contributed 
la that war have not made 
better fighters of the Vlet- 
Namese who are trying to de 
fend their soil from the Com 
munist-Invader. The Commun 
ist Vlet-Mlnh, Is comprised of 
Red-fanatics who have shown 
at least a zeal to pursue their 
Moscow-dominated conspiracies 
upon their felow Chinese In the 
Vlet-Nam. General Henrl Na 
varre, one of France's foremost 
military strategists, is greatly 
handicapped by the lack'of well 
trained troops and by the lack 
of fighting-heart in the bloody 
morass of the long was in In 
do-Chlna.

Prior to the present war 
there was a political upheaval 
Inside the Vlet-Nam, which In 
cluded Annam, Tonkin "and 
Cochin. There was considerable 
resentment against Franco for 
trying to maintain a sort of 
"British Commonwealth of Na 
tions" setup, against the free 
will of the 23,000,000 Chinese (n 
the state of Vlct-Nam. This re 
action still exists in spite of the 
greater menace of Communism 
in the present war. It is not 
the sort of political and Ideo 
logical atmosphere which lends 
Itself to a determined popular 
effort against Communism. 
All of the three States in the 
French Union (Vlct-Nam, Laos, 
Cambodia) are demanding ab-

solute independence, which 
means removal' of all French 
troops from Indo-Chlna. The 
French puppet in the Vlet- 
Nam, Emprror Bao 'Dai, is a 
notable exception in this popu 
lar protest. He Is very pro- 
French. The other two heads 
of state, King Norodom Shan- 
ouk of Cambodia and King 
Sisavang Vang of Laos, have 
Joined their people for complete 
Independence.

France Confuse* European 
Defense

Secretary of State Duties In 
the recent Foreign Minister* 
Conference In Berlin was suc 
cessful In getting Bldault and 
France closer to acceptance of 
the program under the Eu 
ropean Defense Community. At 
the_moment France Is still hold- 

~TnjTup the six-nation military 
agreement because the right- 
wing French delegates in( the 
Assembly are opposed to Ger 
man rearmament In any form. 
Faced with the prospect of los 
ing some $1,500,000,000 of U. S. 
aid per year, if EDC Is not ap 
proved, they may change their 
minds. Our State Department 
is .worried, however, because 
France has the right to exer 
cise her veto and prevent Inte 
gration of a German army (or 
national defense force, as It is 
officially called) into NATO. 
Under such French reluctance 
the U. S. is forced to activate 
another armor ed division 
(probably the 4th Armored) 
for defense of the Brans, in 
compliance with our commit 
ment made at the North Atlan 
tic Treaty Organization Con 
ference in Lisbon In February, 
1952. .

The picture In France Is In 
deed dark. It will get darker 
(through, renewed Communist 
pressure In France and Indo- 
China) unless the French Gov 
ernment gets the Nation on its 
feet economically. The first 
step apears to be for the 
French-elite to pay their taxes. 
Since we are contributing $1,- 
800,000,000 annually to France's 
support, Is it to much to ask 
the welf-to-do French to pay 
their just taxes and share the 
burden of government expense 
with their underpaid masses  
»nd the taxpayers of the Unit- 
ed States.

ATOMIC CANNONS
Six more atomic cannons will 

bo sent to Europe in the near 
future, thus giving the NATO 
command three battalions of 
six guns each. Two additional 
battalions might go over later.

SUBVERSIVES
While ho Insists on clearing 

subversives from the Federal 
Government, President Elsen 
hower recently declared that 
Innocent persons should not 
become victims of guilt by as 
sociation In the process.

Prices
Emphasizing the* fact that 

price trends were not "behav 
ing like a business recession," 
the Bureau of Labor statistics » 
has reported a slight drop  
one-tenth of one per cent in 
the consumer's price index be 
tween mid-November and mid- 
December. C

IBM Budget
President Elsenhower pre 

sented a $65,870,000,000 budget 
to Congress for the 1988 fiscal 
year. The program, It Is stated, 
will lead eventually to "th« 
twin goals of a balanced bud 
get and tax reduction." How- 
ever, while expenditures are 
cut $8,300,000,000 below this 
year, the revenues are eatl- 
mated at $02,642,000,000, leav 
ing another deficit.
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