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General Lemuel C. Sheppard .Tr., comman 
dant of the Marine Corps, recently inspected 
the country's new helicopter, a Riant, vortlcal- 
flying craft, which has been ordered in quan- 
tlty by the Marine Corps. The new helicopter

the United Aircraft Corporation.
Known as the XH-2S, the new helicopter Is 

^a twin-engined aircraft which is the first of 
Its type to have a retractable landing gear. Its 

  nose opens like that of a flying boxcar and 
It can carry several vehicles, or as many as 
26 fully loaded ooldicrs.

in the- recent demonstration viewed by1 
General Sheppard, the XH-2S Sikorsky carried 
three jeeps aloft at a rapid pace and ascended 
almost vertically. It Is thought that the new 
helicopter can rise vertically from the ground 
with almost 5,000 pounds of freight In Its fuse- 
lage. One of the best features of the new heli

copter is Its speed, which exceeds 160 m.p.h., 
according to reports.

Although this Is slow compared to the speed 
of aircraft flying horizontally, It Is fast for 
helicopters, and since they usually are used 

_on,,only short-distance mlsBlons,_thls speed la 
considered satisfactory. No doubt Hie" advent' 
of these helicopters will once again raise the 
issue of helicopter air mall service, especially 
In the larger cities.

There seems to b* no reason why craft such 
as this, which can carry up to 8,000 pounds of 
mall and rise,vertically from the roofs of the 
postofflces, could not handle much of the short- 
distance air and first class mall traffic be 
tween cities fifty to one hundred mile,* apart. 
We predict that sooner or later such a method 
will be adopted, with all city pootofflces hav 
ing flat roofs, to be used by the helicopters 
as landing fields.

New Light Shed on Hitler
The official history of World War II, from 

,the British viewpoint, Is now being released 
^volume by volume in Britain, as the editions 
are completed and come off the press. The 
second volume, covering the war In France in 
1940, has just been released.

The most fnterestlng official viewpoint In 
that volume is the expressed opinion that It 
was several famous Nazi Generals, and not 
Adolph Hitler, as the Generals claimed, who 
prevented the German Army from completely 
smashing the British Army at Dunkirk in the 
agonizing days of June, 1940.

Some 400,000 British soldiers escaped from 
"a German trap and encirclement in those cru 
cial days and the world wondered why the 
victorious Nazi Army did not set upon those 
fleeing troops with a vengeance. After the war 
the Nazi Generals blamed orders from the 
Fuhrefa headquarters for the German failure 
to attack In strength.

The German dictator WM then dead and 
the German Generals' version was generally 
accepted. Now, however, the official military 
history, which reflects much research, says It 
was the Generals, who failed to grasp the situ 
ation and not Hitler. In face, the book just re 
leased says Hitler's Intuition was often right 
and the Generals were often wrong through 
out World War II.

It is a known fact that Hitler, In contrast 
to most of his advisers, came to the conclu 
sion shortly before the Allied Invasion of 
France In 1944, that the Allies would land In 
Normandy. The Allies landed there on June 
6th, 1944. It is a case of giving the devil his 
due, and the official histories show .that Der 
Fuhrer was not the military clown a lot of 
people have assumed he was, as least not 
until the closing days of the war when his 
physical condition was so heavily affected by .
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In Washington the reserves 
are being readied and every 
phase of the current battle Is 
being carefully watched for 
clues. It is almost like 1944 all 
over again, with President El- 

v senhower being In command 
this time Instead of General 
Dwight D. Elsenhower.

'The battle Is a different one. 
This Is the battle against an 
economic disaster. The best 
brains in the Administration 
keep telling the President and 
other Republicans that it can't 

'happen. They say the dip in 
the economy of late Is just a 
natural result of the conver 
sion to a peacetime economy,

The President agrees, but It 
la hard to keep Republicans 
from remembering 1929, 1930 

. and 1931 and there is just 
enough doubt In the far reach; 
es of their minds to make 
everyone a bit nervous, or sen 
sitive to every economic trend;

Naturally, Democratic politi 
cians are pouring fuel on the 
fire, In an effort to convince 
John Q- Public that the Repub 
lican Administration is onco 
again leading the country down 
the road to economic ruin. We 
are, on our way down the 
slide to a depression, Demo 
crats are saying, and they're 
 caring some people to death.  

Meanwhile the President haa 
ordered every precaution made, 
and he is even ready to launch 
a public works program that 
might dwarf those sponsored 
by the Democrats In the thir 
ties. This Is just In case econ 
omy experts in the Executive 
Department are wrong.

Actually, the President thinka 
they are right, and he thinks 
the business outlook Is good, 
not bad. The key period ahead 
seerho to be the spring mpntha. 
There Is a difference of opin 
ion as to when business 
will start to pick up again 
but the Administration's econ 
omists definitely look for B 
pick-up.

Some talk la heard about 
May 15. Others say that by 
June .the layoffs will b« over 
and sales will begin to rise. 
The Administration knows that , 
as many as 3,500,000 people 
may become unemployed in the 
meantime. The figure will be 
allowed to go that high or 
almost before drastic action 
is ordered.

The current period can best 
be described as a watch the 
watch on the Potomac. The 
next few months will tell the1 
tale. If the Administration has 
been, wrong and the economy 
gets out of hand and starts 
going down hill fast, the Re 
publicans will be desperate. 
That Is when Dwight Elsen 
hower will really go in.to ac 
tion.

The President thinka ha can 
avoid any serious drop in the 
economy and he sees no nec 
essity for It In view of the 
general situation. He believes 
that fear talk, and cautious 
practices by business men will 
only tend to create an artifi 
cial, or Inventory, recession. 
That Is why he continues to 
appeal to the American people 
to/ have faith In their govern 
ment and In the future.

'Ike sincerely believes the 
economy is sound and kicking, 
and that there Is no reason 
for gloom about the future. 
That is the presumption he Is 
now acting on in what may b* 
the most Important battle In 
his distinguished career.

When Yuri A. Rastovorov 
walked out on the USSR In 
telligence service In Japan a 
couple of weeks ago he took 
with him secrets U. S. agents 
had been trying to obtain from 
the Russians for a long time. 
Rastovorov knew the top se 
crets too, because he was the 
top man In a thirty-two man 
spy ring the Russians had go 
ing In Japan.
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WAGE DIFFEBBNTIAI.
Southern textile wages aver 

age thirteen cents an hour be 
low the pay In Northern mills, 
despite wage cuts in the de 
clining New England Industry, 
according to a Labor Depart 
ment survey. This differential 
accounts In part, for the rapid 
ly growing shift to such mills 
to southern areas, it Is said.

PLASTIC TANK WINfiS
Tha Army has announced 

that Its 48-ton tanks can now 
put on water wings to cross 
deep streams and lakes and 
keep on fighting at the same 
time. The development of flot 
ation equipment, In the form 
of big floats made from a solid, 
foam-type plastic, has been 
tested and found to be feas- 
IbU. ___._
MOTOR VEHICLE TOLL

The motor vehicle was the 
nation's No. 1 killer again in 
1953, as In the last several 
years, with 88,300 deaths re 
ported as a result of traffic 
accidents. This was the third 
largest such toll in history and 
'only about 1700 below the all- 
time high of 39,969 In 1841.

POST OFFICE ITBIN08
Postmaster General .Bummer- 

field recently told Congress 
that 1«8 postal employees have 
been discharged In the past 
year as "security risks" with 
"many hundreds" still under In 
vestigation. The postal service 
employs about 800,000 persons.

DIVIDEND PAYMENTS
Corporations that publicly re 

port their dividend payments 
paid out $8,646,000,000 in 1953 
 two and a half per cent more 
than In 1952; according to the 
Commerce Department.

SURPLUS CORN
The Agriculture Department 

recently put 185,000,000 bushels 
of its surplus old-crop corn on 
th« market at a slight reduc 
tion In price, In a move to 
get rid of It before it deterio 
rates. The com offered Includ 
ed 160,000,000 bushels of grain 
from the 1948 crop and 25,000,- 
.000 bushels from the 1949 crop. 
The Department holds an ad 
ditional 200,000,000 of later corn 
crop and an additional amount 
from tha 1958 crop, which has 
be»n stored under pride sup 
port loans.

POSTAL BATH INCREASE
The House Postoff Ice and Civ- 

11 Service Committee approved, 
by a vote of 13 to T, a pro- 
poaal to ralm postal rates by 
$340,000,000 a year. About 
$159,000,000 ot till, total would 
bo paid by tho»s mailing let 
ters and other firat d»su mat 
ter. Under the bill, first-class 
letters mailed out of town 
would coit four cints insttad 

.of the present three cents,

BUSINESS DEtfLINB
President Elsenhower called 

th* present bualneas decline a 
ported of transition from war 
to peace and predicted that the 
nation would make the change 
without serious Interruption to 
stability and tjvowth.

WHY COFFEBT PRICES 
ARE UP

This Is an election year and 
poltttcos on both'Sides of the 
political cartwheel are alert to 

 ai>y-publlo elnmor for aoytbln» 
under the sun. At the moment 
It's the high price of coffee. 
Already the President has men 
tioned twice In his press con 
ferences' that something ought 
to be done about the high 
price of coffee. The Senate Agri 
cultural Committee unanimous 
ly approved a bill to put the 
New York Coffee Exchange un 
der Federal regulation. The 
theory behind this legislation 
Is that Federal supervision 
would prevent coffee manipula 
tions in this country. Also 
the Federal Trade Commission 
has started an investigation of 
the ''coffee market" which will 
take months and probably cost 
at least JOO.OOO, just to find 
out why coffee is high. This 
reporter can offer several clues 
Why coffee Is high, for free. 

Is Monopoly the Cause? 
Any producer of anything Is 

out to make a reasonable prof 
It for his investment and all 
the hazards Involved. There are 
gougers In any business, but 
they don't last long. Sooner or 
later the public catches on and 
they're out in the cold. The 
coffee market Is controlled by 
Investors ... so are bananas 
and oranges and wheat and 
nylon thread. They all have 
been accused of "monopoly" at 
some time or other. It just 
didn't, stick. Monopolies used 
to creep Into our economy, but 
present laws are stiff and the 
public will not stand for it. 
The present coffee rise may be 
Influenced by some greedy 
South Americans, but other 
reasons seem -to Influence it 
a good deal more. 
; > Less Production

More Consumption 
Coffee production has been 

down.for the past year on ac 
count of failures due to drouth 
and pests which destroyed 
crops abnormally. During this 
same time the consumption of 
coffee has' been the greatest 
in the history of the coffee 
trade. People are juat drinking 
more coffee, not only In the 
United States, but all over the 
world. In the past several years 
coffee Is challenging tea even 
In the British home.

Any employer can recall that 
not so long ago Ills employ 
ees would leave the typewriter.

or the desk, or the bench .to 
go to the washroom, or for a 
smoke, during working hours. 
Now most of them Include i 
"coffee-break." The coffee ma-
.--
tlon to the Coke machine In 
plants, offices, transportation 
terminals. The airlines serve 
free coffee on all nights . . . ' 
all you can drink. Restaurant* 
serve second and third cups, 
free. Coffee consumption has 
trebled since 1962.

Coffee Drinldmj Abroad
Beginning about 1941 coffee 

went abroad with millions of 
our military personnel. In Eu 
rope and Asia, with Gl ' Joe 
on a week-end pass, coffee 
was one beverage he kept ask 
ing for in London and later' 
In Tokyo, Berlin and Gay Pa- 
ree. "Coffee Amcricalne" be 
came as popular as"vlnblane" 
all over Europe. Foreign res 
taurateurs were quick to tap 
the" coffee gold mine which 
came with GI JOB. Ooffe* or 
ders poured to South America 
for the first time In serious 
competition from all over the 
world. For the first tlm« U. 
S. Importers were bidding for 
coffee Instead of   being beg 
ged to buy it. Since the war,   
hundreds of thousands of Ar 
my dependents arrived In Eu 
rope and Asia and taught their 
foreign friends and neighbors 
the friendly "coffee-habit." On 
and on the consumption kept 
increasing while the coffee- 
acreage could not keep up. The 
evidence is overwhelming that 
we are drinking more coffee 
than ever before In history and 
new coffee-fans are Increasing 
all over the world. Under such 
circumstances the law of sup 
ply and demand comes back 
to plague us. When the de 
mand exceeds the supply, the 
price Is bound to go up. Have 
we forgotten conditions during 
World War II In the case of 
automobiles? You bought a car 
for $2000, drove It two years 
and then sold It for $3000. The 
reason was obvious: There 
were a hundred times more 
buyers for cars than the sup- . 
ply available.

Pope said a long time ago 
that "a little learning is a dan 
gerous thing." Most of us are 
too lazy .to sec things 
through. The same person who 
complain*", of a B-ceht rum In 
the price. <>f coffee thinks no 
thing of paying SO cent* for 
a jigger of, boo»e. .

THEY SAY
Murray JDIson, New York Times Writer:

"In one year Illness costs the famllia* of the United fltatw 
$10,200,000,000."

Dwight D. Elsenhower, In his "Health Message" to Congreasi
"The total private medical bin of the nation now totals 

$9,000,000,000 a year   an average of nearly $200 a family and It
is rising."

June Wicker. "American Business Woman of the YMI"I 
'This is not a man's world   it's Just a tough world."

Cl«o f. Cralg, president, American Telephone and Telegraph Co.i 
"It is certainly within the realm of possibility that w« ean 

furnish vision along with hearing." . "

Arthur A. Porter, advertising firm official:
"Newspaper circulation haa never been In a healthier eotv

dltlon."

Charles A. Uitdberg, famed aviator: >
"A materialism which over-emphasizes short-torm survival de 

tracts from tha humanism essential to long-term survival."

IT'S A FACT by JERRY CAHIU1


