
EDlTORTALSf
A Giant Step Toward/ Peace

Ten

Tho Navy launched the atomic-powered 
BUbmarlne Wnntilna nt Proton. Conn., last
week and one observer on the scene described 
It as the first step in building an atomic 
anything that wasn't meant to explode.

' Despite the elaborate ceremony presided 
over by Mamie Elsrnhower, the launching of 
theNautilus does not put the United States 
in th9 position-of-having-an atomic--powered-, 
underwater craft to protect our shores. Navy . 

aid that atomic oubmnrlnoHi 

as the Nautilus. It will probably be somo 
years before cither of them comes steaming
(or whatever It Is atomic subs do) Into .the 
San Pedro Harbor for us to get a look at.

For one thing, Navy officials have con 
cluded that the power plant of the Nautilus 
takes up too much room, and Its 300016n 
displacement Is considered too much for 
combat_maneuvers. An 1800-ton ship 
thought to be more ideal for combat pur-

ngaging in combat, are still ye
ulTlulala ha 
capable of i 
away.

The Nautilus has been under construc 
tion for some time, and It is bolng described 
simply as a test ship. A sister atomic sub- 

""marine^ the Sea Wolf, is being constructed 
also, but officials say it will be the same

The attempts to harness atomic energy 
for power to run ships, however, .may :be 
the springboard to harnessing huge sources 
of relatively cheap power for such purposes 
and for tho nation's Industrial plants. If the 
Nautilus""never"~fifci~~B~ snot at an "enemy 
ship, Its construction is a step toward peacg.

The World Agriculture
The United States Department of Agricul 

ture recently reported that world supplies of 
food and^ fiber were at reoord heights. The 
past agricultural season was described as the 
sixth consecutive one. in which farm' produc 
tion exceeded the pro war avarege.

The Department's report also estimated 
demand in 1964 would remain high. One can 
easily see that If world demand should drop, 
for economic or other reasons, a world food 
surplus could accumulate.

The Agriculture Department report shows 
partially why the U.>S. food and fiber surplus 
Is not as easily disposed of in world markets, 
as it would be if world food and fiber produc 
tion was not at record levels. The report seems 
to add justification to the desire of the De

partment of Agriculture torllmtt U.S. crops to 
amounts which can be disposed of.

An Interesting part of the latest Depart 
ment report Is the estimate that production 
has Increased In all parts of the world, al 
though the rate of increase in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union is estimated to be a les 
ser one than In other areas of the world.

This is a clear Indication that the collec 
tive farm'systems of the Communists are not 
working and explains the action In Hungary 
and other Balkans recently, where Communist 
leaders have told farmers they could pull out 
of collectives If they desired. This Is an ad- 

  mission, by the Communists themselves, that 
collective farms are not" what they have been 
cracked up to be in the Communist ideology.
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War for Freedom 
Turns to Words
- -WASHINGTON,- Jan^Jtf..  _ 
The worldwide contest between 
the United States nnd the Un 
ion of Soviet Socialist Repub 
lics, which has at times in 
volved open military operations, 
Is slowly settling down to_ a 
AVaTof words WidlntrigUR-andi. 
infiltration. '

down to a long, drawn-out 
struggle for advantage. Peace 
prospects are improved bscauan 
the United States 'position Is 
no longer one of military weak 
ness.

Kids Facing More THE
Alien B. Du Mont, President of the Alien 

B. Du Mont Laboratories, Inc., recently specu 
lated that perhaps 50,000 color TV seta would 
be produced In 1354, He noted that the limita 
tion was the expensive color tube. This tube 
alone carries a retail price of about $300. .

The $3QO tube provides a picture compar 
able In size to a twelve and a half inch black 
and white television receiver. With such a 
tube, It is estimated that the cost of a color 

1 set would be between $800 and $1,000. Du Mont 
says the cost will be this high because of a 
bottleneck arising from limitations on produc 
tion.

He says that at least 30,000 of the prospec 
tive 50,000 color set* to^Be produced In 1054 
will go to the nation's television dealers who 
vlll use them .as floor samples. Most of the 
broadcasters ''arid advertisers and people in 
other 80,000, he estimated, will'be rpgulrf^ by 
sales and service trades. ' :

In 1055, ho predicts, the number of color 
sets will also be greatly limited, and he looks 
for th'e price of color TV sets to really start 
downward In 1956. ...

Du Mont estimates that a few hundred 
thousand people may be ready to buy color 
television by 1966. .

These predictions are Interesting although 
It must bo kept, In mind that producers of 
black and white sets are naturally eager to 
sell all black and white seta today, by point 
ing out the prospective'decay's 'in the color 
field. Du Mont's estimate is probably more

New Chamber President
Paul Loranger. past president of the 

Torrance Klwanis Club and a leading Tor- 
ranee businessman, will taka over the relna 
of the Torrance Chamber of, Commerce this 
evening. .: . . /  .
  Mi-, Loranger will be charged with sell. 

Ing Torranoe to ita own citizens and to the 
nation as 'the "City of Industrial Opportun 
ity," and'js ah Ideal residential city.

He ha* a big- Job cut out for him,'but 
he, has a spirited board of directors and 
a city whose administrators are anxious to 
advertise the qualities of Torrancc-'-to the 
world.

To thl» end, Mr. Loranger ha* the good 
wishes and the pledge of cooperation of the 
Torrance Herald, May 1954 be a banner year 
for Torranco under his leadership.

accurate than estimates made by those not In 
the trade itself, although we are inclined to 
believe that new developments may speed up 
the introduction of color TV. If new develop 
ments do not lower the cost of cplor produc 
tion this year or early in 1955, and if produc 
tion does not exceed expectations in the next 
fifteen months, then wo agree with Mr. Du 
Mont that color-sales will not constitute any 
significant volume.

It must also be realized that few people 
will be content with twelve-and-a-half-inch 
screens, especially since 21-inch and even 24- 
Inch screens are today very popular. Thus, 
while the Average American consumer might 
seek color television In 1954, It appears that 
It' will be 196S at least before he has much op 
portunity to buy larger screens, and maybe 

'1D56 before he can buy them at reasonable 
prices. *  

1953 Auto Production
Figures for' last year show 6,150,000 pas 

senger cars and 1,209,000 trucks rolled off the 
assembly lines. This lotal was second only to 
the record production of 1950, when output 
was some 700,000 units higher.

Final 1953 figures show the retail market 
for new cars bagan ^o decrease shortly after 
the middle of the-year, -but the three major 
producers continued to produce and distribute 
cars at near-record volumes throughout tho 
remainder of 1968. General Motors produced 
2,800,0*00 cars during tho year; Ford tiullt 
1,650,000; Chrysler built about 1;125,000.

Estimates of sales in 1954 vary, but the 
trade does not _oxj>oct production to match 
that in 1958. Because new models have been 
out a short time (some are just coming out), 
the competitive picture has not yet developed 
any...;trend in 1964. As we have suggested be- 
tore, the best way the industry could stimu- 
tte sales Js by reducing prices. This would 
allow greater production and enable the cpm- 
panles to accept a smaller unit profit.

With the automobile having become al 
most a necessity In the American way of life, 
the key to greater sales is still tound In the 
same principle that produced the flrgt mass- 
production facilities in tho United States, tho 
principle of selling more cat's at lower prices, 
reducing unit profit but increasing the gross 
profit.
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Although thousands of dol 
lars have been poured into 
the Torrance school building 
program, double sessions still 
will be necessary next year to 
accommodate all, the school 
children in the area, Superin 
tendent of Schools J. H. Hull 

' said this week.
In a report on the school 

building program, Hull stated 
that the school district has run 
out of building funds and will 
not be able to start any more 
schools until additional money 
Is voted or an 'appropriation 
Is received from the Federal 
Government.

The Board of Education Is 
developing what- schools it has 
fctarted, with the money avail 
able, but no new projects can 
be undertaken to further the 
school housing program un'.il 
.more money is available, HUU'8 
report said.

Local voters will bo ask<jd 
to approve a $3,000,000 bond 
issue on March 9 and this 
money, if obtained, will-enable 
the Board to construct ^more 
schools to catch up with the 
huge Increase of schqol-agc children hero.     --. . 

The following figures In the 
Hull report on school building 
include contractors' qosts, ar 
chitects' fees, inlscellanepus 
fees, site costs, (when there 
was one), and total cost of 
site development. The figures 
represent the complete costs of 
building and equipping t h <  
schools indicated, Hull report 
ed.

!icjiuol_,, , Tjatslcost,,
complete 

Torrance High School
Addition ......................|686,957
(Gym, music rooms, ca 
feteria, classrooms). 

High school bleachers and 
athletic field ...,............$63,488
The rehabilitation of t h e 

old high school has been com- 
.pletod, Hull said. New wiring, 
relighting, and painting came 
to $84,000 and $08,000 was 

  spent on' new equipment to 
bring the school to the status 
of a modern plant.

In addition, the sites for two 
now high schools have been 
purchased. A 40-ncre site at 182nd 
St. and Hawthorne has becri 
purchased for North Torrance 
High School at a cost of $120,- 
000. The plans for this school 
are about ready-to be checked 
by the state, Hull said, and 
the estimated cost of the 
school IB $1,300,000 with $400,- 
000 needed for equipment.

After state approval, the 
school will bn put up to bit). 

A 40-acru site north of llwff. 
101 and cast of Seaside Heights 
has been purchased for tho 
South Torrancu High School at 
a cost of $102,700.

Other school costs Include: 
Carr Blementary School

(Contract price) .. .$318,708 
Crunshaw Elementary

School ........... ............ 71,417
IDI Nldo Elementary

School ........................ 40,130
B'ern Avo.- Addition

No. 1 . ........ ............. 23.38S
Vam Ave. (Jnf«tm;juin , 00,613 
CJ J cull Wood. tafiiiieutttry,.203,U4fi

Madrona Elementary......230,658
Madrona Addition No.

1 __............................. 60,785
Madrona Patio (Contract

price) .......................... 34,000,
North Torrance Ele 

mentary .............:........ 821,668
North Torrance Addi 

tion No. 1 ................ 86,984
Perry Bllemontary Addl-

tion No, ,1 ............... 76,466
Perry Elementary Addl- 

  tion No. 2 ................ 117,338
Riviera Elementary .. .. 297,691
Seaside Elementary ...... 431,170
Seaside Elementary Addi 

tion No. 1 .,.....:............ 76,400
Waltorla Elementary .... 837,286
AValterla Addition No. 1

(Contract price) .... 68,117
Wood Elementary ........ 233,795

In addition to the above, the
following schools arc in some
stage qf development:

1. Hillside School, which 
faces the extension of Cron- 
sha\y Blvd. south'of Hwy. 101, 
Is being checked by the state 
prior to being put lo bid.

2. Tho Pacific School, south 
of Hwy. 101 at the bend In' 
Newton St., Is in a prelimin 
ary planning stage.

3. The Riviera addition Is 
about ready to go to bid.

4. The new rfcnshaw School 
is being advertised for bid.

5. A site west of Hmvthornc 
Blvd. and south of 100th St. 
in the Del Amo- Estates has 
been selected" for the Stcele 
School.

6. A site at 178th St. and 
Arlington Ave. has been pur-. 
chased for $27,600 for the Ar 
lington School. .

7. Tho Curr School, with 20 
jiessL cjaasmoms,, opened, jLh_i»_ 
month.

8. The Wood School'will open 
in February with 14 new class 
rooms.

0. The Meadow Park School 
will be ready for us« in, March 
with 10 classrooms.

CAPITAL 
NOTES

VA BENEFITS
The Veterans Administration 

Is sending letters of advice 
as to benefits to the next- 
of-kin Of thu 3500 men miss- 
Ing In Korea and now offi 
cially presumed dead. Because 
the armed forces continued pay 
and other allowances until the 
official declaration of death 
on Dec. 81, 1963, the ^A will 
use that date In computing 
pensions and compensa 
tion payments.

BV HEiit nuivnY

Did you notice where this 
Picher, Okla., banker got car- 
Tied away with the holiday 
spirit when he made up his 
annual balance sheet?

Seems Ralph Chambers, who 
had been a banker for 40 years, 
felt that he, like other bank 
ers, was in a rut. So when ft 
came time to make put his 
annual report,, he did It this 
way: . 
Ralph Chambers, a banker for 
nearly 40 years and a "little 
tired, of the rut we bankers 
get In" has punctured the dig 
nity of his bank's 1983 -balance 
sheet.

With tongue-in-cheek, Cham- 
brs sent <this report as of Dec. 
31 to stockholders of tho First 
Stale Bank of Picher and to 
State banking authorities:

OWNED 
Ca»h ficrc and Uu-n ....} 277,I>87.1iO
Municipal I.o.U.'i ...... 124,858.08
Iko's fo.U.'s ........... 706:078.76
 Ready mniioy .......... 1,107.619.04
Loana (what arc we 

offered?)'........,,..., 134.827.67
Overdrafts (whodunit?). 10.03

Total assets ..........11,302,863.64

"OWEP
DepoBlK doing tlnio ..,.» 7»,W3.W 
Deposit), I«ii3i! a* u 

(tooso ................. j,070.01«.8fi
Total dopoails .!...,..... 1,149,210.84
Semiannual pot

Accumulation 'an 
lor four notoi 
She balances .

Do you kn
iuiy

. .SLIKU,, 'IDS

The thought is becoming 
pretty general In both Wash: 
fSgton and (reportedly) Mos 
cow that the U. S. and the 
U..S. S. R,, had bettor avoid 
furihor serious military.-clasl!-_ 
cs. The United States is not 
likely to limit its retaliation 
against .aggression next time 
and therefore any new incident 
could mean a new world war.

The history of Communist

arc cautious to a surprising de 
gree when the question is one 
of precipitating a major war. 
That is still their watchword. 
The Russians encouraged the 
North Korean*.attack on South 
Korea In 1950 because they 
thought: 1. The U. S. had 
written off South Korea as,. 
outside the strategic defen.se 
area of U. S. forces, and 2. 
They thought the United States 
would not interfere even though 
North Korea's attack was open 
aggression.

Those calculations proved 
wrong and they have made. 
Russian leaders more cautious, 
not less cautious. The Korean 
War was a costly one for the 
Reds, They lost a million sol 
diers which they could afford 
to lose, but they also lost tens 
.of thousands~af mninr vnhinlea 
and other mechanized equip 
ment, which they coud not af 
ford to lose.

Worst of all, they stirred 
(he United Nations into mobili 
zation and. rearmament. Now, 
in 1D54, that U. S. rearmament 
Hi about completed. Respecting 
strength as they do, and seo- 
Ing what the United States did 
in South Korea even when not 
prepared to go Intoi action, the 
Russians arc Joss inclined to 
touch Off 'Incidents that might 
cause wars.

They are giving- In slowly on 
some issues, such as the re 
turn of 186 naval vessels to 
the U. S., sent the Reds un- . 
der lend-Ioase and they are 
showing some signs of turning 
their thinking to domestic af 
fairs rather than international 
aggression. Premier Malerikov, I 
for example, has shown much 
interest in improving living 
and working conditions for the 
oppressed and miscrably-houa- 
ed Russian people than has 
been evidenced by a Russian 
leader in twenty years.

Many Americans think ho 
is acting to forestall serious 
unrest in his country. What 
ever the reason or reasons, the 
United States and the USSR " 
have /loir oWn domestic prob 
lems and both countries real 
ize the other possesses con 
siderable military strength, and" 
atomic bombs. The U, S. also 
possesses even- more destruc 
tive weapons.

The contest between them, 
then, seems to be settling

Curiously, this new strength, 
vhich has slowed Soviet ag-

resslvc design, is causing some 
key U. S. allies in Europe to 
turn toward Russia in their 
political orichtatlon: France, 
for example, is usl^g this lull 
to see if she might work out

-a^ rapprochement with the U.- 
S. S. R. which might also stop 
the fighting in French ' Indo- 
China.

The French arc also afraid 
to rearm Germany, despite re 
assurances from the United

-States and Qmttr-Britainr-And  
they desperately want the In- 
do-China war ended. Russia 
can see to it that fighting 
there is . terminated and the 
French hope that in return for 
pledges of friendship in Eu 
rope, (which could include a 
secret agreement not to rearm , 
Germany) Russia will consent 
to stop the Far East war.

The catch to that arrange 
ment Is .that it Involves a ic- 
alignment of French foreign

-policy affecting the United* 
States. The United States has 
furnished the money and tech 
nical aid to rebuild France 
from ^he devastation of World 
War II. Now that our a I.I 
is to be sharply cut, the French 
feel more inclined to warm up 
to Russia than they have In 
seven years.

It will mean' a break with 
U. S. polfcy and may cause 
Eharp disagreement In French 
political parties and the Cham 
ber of Deputies, but the temp-. 
tatlon has some Frenchmen 
leaning pretty far to the East,

- The recent Nash-Kelvinator- 
Hudson merger announcement 
leaves only two sizable auto 
mobile produocrs left In the

these two companies is in the 
offing, but as this Is written, 
'nothing official has been an 
nounced. T

What the independents are 
up against is the prospect that 
the Big Three in the automo 
tive field (G. M., Ford and 
Chrysler) will sell ninety-two 
per cent of the cars sold this 
year. The independents' share 
of the total market has been 
steadily dwindling. If the trend 
continues, the independents will 
be squeezed out, but mergers 
may be the answer to that 
fate. At least some companies 
eeem to think so.

Packard, "one of the oldest 
manufacturers In the business, 
^iioru than doubled Its sales 
in 1053, and seemed to be 
bucking" the trend. Studebaker 
also appeared to be In good 
condition, 'but sales slowed In ' 
the late months of 1953, and 
now there's speculation wheth 
er there won't be one more 
merger, before the regrouping 
ends..

An official ' of Oklahoma's 
bank examiner's office wrote 

-Chambers, after seeing the re 
port: "I'm coming   up there 
and see If you can Bass mo."

Tonight's the night for the 
Chamber «f Commerce "chuck 
wagon" Installation. I'll bn 
there In my "wedding, funer 
al, and installation party suit.'! 
Here's a tip: ijpn't leave be 
fore they show that movie on 
the City of Torrance. Will 
Zens has done a magnificent 
job in showing the kind of 
city Torranco Is and what somo 
of its working parts are. It's 
in color. W. A. "Dick" Felkcr 
portrays tho central figure 
who wanders around and looks 
the place over. Claude Farrull 
of Hollywood Ulvlera does tho 
narration. Jim Barncs wrofo' 
the script, and Zens did Uio 
photography. It may not win 
un Academy Award, but it 
should be worth more than all 
of tho Oscars put together as 
fur as Torrunoe Is concerned.

BIO FOUR CONFERENCE
Tho Big Four Conference- of 

b'ui-ulHii Mlnlalw-s, which w a ;i 
schedule (I ID b<yiii in licrlin 
D.I Jan. 25, will mnil the lirst 
and third week In the West- 
urn sector and tho second week 
In thn Soviet senior. Thin ar 
rangement ended th,o staluimto 
which had thi'fiHt.'iii'd tu delay 
thu athcdulud talks.

Joseph Baker says the real 
executive Is one who can 
hand a letter back to a red- 
ii'uilrd Mi'iiograiihur for the 
lumih ii-typlng,

Clipped: ,It wouldn't be to 
bad to let anv'a mind go blank 
II one iilwayw remembered alto 
lo turn off tiw scjund Prusa- 
Cilizun, Iowa City, la.

WHY THE MARCH OF DIMES 
NEEDS^'MOREIN'54

LARGER GIFTS FROM EVERYONE NECESSARY 
TO FINANCE FULL PROGRAM PLUS POLIO PREVENTION

POLIO 
PREVENTION

MUST
,FOR 1954-' 

AT LEAST 
$15,000,01)9' J


