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Neighborly Gesture
all pride ourselves on being neighborly. 

Within the circle of our community, the helping 
is extended to those In distress. But being 

neighbor just In Torrance,1s not enough; 
arc many mutual problems facing all 

iis that can be solved only on a national 
level. '

Tho scourge of polio la one" problem that 
oannoi DP solved locally. Victory can be won 
only if every community voluntarily supports 
a coordinated national attack against the dis­ 
ease. This requftw a national organization to 

hn fight that organization Is tho Na- 
Forindatlqn for Infantile Paralysis, 

>r 16 years, the National Foundation and 
^County chapters have spearheaded the at­ 

tach against pojlo through the March ot Dimes.

Tho March of Dines campaign Is on In 

Torranoc this month under the direction of 

Postmaster Clara A. .Conner, In past yearn 

Torrance has responded enthusiastically to th? 

appeal for dimes to fight the crippling disease, 

and during the past 12 months, a number of 

Torrance children have boen stricken with polio 
to serve as a notice that the dimes arc still 
needed.

This year, 1954, 1s being heralded as a big 
year In the fight against polio, but it costs 
money. Our dimes will help pay for the ex­ 
pensive research, the countless hours .of treat­ 
ment for victims, and the barrels of medlclno 
needed this year. This Is our chance to bi 
a good neighbor.

ivil Defense Costs
'Federal Civil Defense Administrator Val 
rson recently said he would ask Congress 
$650,000,000 next year. The Civil Defense 

'Administration asked for $125,000,000 In the 
lait session of Congress and received only $46,-
606,000.

Peterson said next year's program, despite 
greatly Increased appropriation, was a 
st one which was altogether necessary, 

said if the American people realized the 
r they faced, concerning the possibility 

atomic attack, they would sec to It that 
money was provided.

:Much of the money would be used to 
up supplies of medicine and equipment 

help citizens fight fires and treat victims 
mmunltlcs which suffer from sudden en- 
attack.

Peterson also said that the best way- to 
avoid casualties in art atomic attack was to 
remove "the people from areas of probable 
attack through the aid of an adequate warn­ 
ing system." Distance, he contends,  ,!» the 
only way a citizen can avoid destruction from 
an atomic attack, If it,,comes close enough to 
home.

We arc Inclined to view Peterson's argu­ 
ments with sympathy, although we think It 
highly unlikely that he will be given $660,000,- 
000 by the second session of the Eighty-Third 
Congress. No doubt the United States-will not 
adequately organize its defenses until it has 
been attacked, as Is customary in our his­ 
tory, and no doubt the first atomic attack will 
take a heavy and-partially unnecessary toll of 
life and property. , 'c :
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uto Safety Rules
Stations Rush 
Video in Color

| An exhibit of the American Medical Asso- 

In St. Louis recently stressed the 

ne that thousands of lives could be saved 

Automobile accidents if the driver and pas- 
:ers wore safety belts. The exhibit even 

frgested that 463 people, out of a total of 
persons killed In - one year in Indiana, 

uld probably have survived the accidents 
ft they had worn safety belts.

It has long been known that most pec- 
are not killed by the destruction of the 

Ifltomobilcs, but die from Injuries caused 
hen they are thrown against tho side, top 
, windsheld or windows. Stunt drivers long 

}fO learned that safety belts and crash hel- 
i enabled them to endure fantastic crashes 

Ithout serious injury.
This question is somewhat like that con­ 

ning backward seats and parachutes in air- 
The public does not want to bother 

rtth safety belts In automobiles, just as the 
Ublic does not want to worry about para­

chutes'on a passenger aircraft. Yet, If pas­ 
sengers were seated-In scats facing backward 
and given parachutes on aircraft, quite often 
a number of them could save their lives.

. Likewise, If safety belts were furnished 
In automobiles and possibly other safety de­ 
vices, It Is entirely possible that more than 
half the people being killed on the highway 
today could be saved.

Whether the airlines, the Government re­ 
gulators and the automobile companies take 
the proper steps to provide more safety for 
passengers depends upon the attitude pf the 
public. If that attitude becomes one 0} de­ 
manding such safety devices, then manufac­ 
turers will supply them. However, we see 
little hope at present that such safety devices 
will be put Into use, since the public Is not 
yet sufficiently aroused to the carnage being 
caused on the highways, and sometimes In 
the air, by inadequate safety devices. That is 
a reflection on the Intelligence of the average 
American traveler.

Television stations are mov­ 
ing quickly to install color 
transmission equipment and 
it is estimated that more than 

stations in
t,on of the natlon are already These

Color receiving sets will go 
on the market shortly, however 
and as soon as they begin to 
sell, color telecasts will begin 

out over the airways.

ATOMIC DATA EXCHANGE
President Dwight D. Elsen­ 

hower recently declared that 
the United States should be 
free to exchange atomic data 
and weapons in any way that

Interests. He indicated that he
would ask Congress to grant i O i lvll =,c aucau ., ca tu.ui iv.,-^ao^ T, U, 
him general authority to do e^ulpped"'to'handie°'color teli or'reedvabte'>on°'pre8ent-"aay 

""*  __(_ cast-   black a"d white sets and so 
WATn •'•'•• '" J ' <' '  The figure may be,,even high- there will be no lessening of
NN 0 nabons w«l have spent J^ moTng sofast^ilfe *"" V'eW'ng """^ *"*" """

$65,500000,000 on defense dur- comparatlvo simplicity of the
12*1 ,.., ^, exPfcted problcm. Normal TV black-and-
?,,.., ' sJ*"f"n* ,wl1 ,,be white transmitters can be

slightly greater than that fig- Bdapted to color transmissions

telecasts will still

grams are sent out in color.
The recent experimental pro- 

grams have indicated tha't live 
color shows are reproduced on 
receivers with greater clarity

ith only minor alterations and than films. This may be a bug
additions.

Tho process, of course, was 
tpuched off In December by the 
announcement from the Fcder-

yet to be worked out by the 
Industry, but first Impressions 
are that live shows are the best 
bet for good color rcproduc- 
tions.

Since few studios will bo

leeping Junior In School A Profitable Operation
In East St. Louis, Illinois, an experiment Is

 being tried which should prove interesting. The 
ICIty Council there recently passed an anti- 

ant law which makes parents and guard- 
|ians liable to fines from $6 to $20 If they fall -

3 keep their children In school.
Children between seven and sixteen years of

 age, enrolled in the public schools, cannot skip 
[classes without a good excuse and those par- 
I ents who fall to keep them in continuous at- 
f tendance are now subject to the fines.

While we pose as no expert on truancy, we 
I believe this experiment will produce results. 
j When it gets down to the pooketbook, most 
1 parents are a bit more sensitive than they are 

on the question of a skipped class. We will be 
Interested in seeing the results of this experi­ 
ment over the next few months.

The U. 8. Government recently revealed 
It had completed one of the most profitable 
'operations in the government's history. It 
had disposed of an asset, purchased almost 
twenty years ago', and received thirty-five 
times the prjcc paid by the government

The asset was a 1904 Cadillac. About 
twenty years ago the Secretary of the In­ 
terior purchased the car for uso In a demon- 
stratlpn of highways, and cars, then and now. 
Since that time the government has retained 
possession, but recently it was decided to 
sell the car to the highest bidder.

The highest bidder, It seems, was Mrs. 
Robert L, Slaughter, of Fort Worth, Tcx^ 
and unless another higher bid IB received^ aa 
delayed mall, she will get the car. She offered 
$3900 for the forty-nine-year-old one-cylinder 
job. The government bought it In the thir­ 
ties for $100. That's a gain of $3400, or thirty- 
five times the cost.

We would like to see more government 
operations follow thl» pattern.

DEFICIT
Despite all effort* to bal­ 

ance the budget, defense
spending and scheduled tax re- at Cpmmunlcatlons Commission
ductlons probably will add up that It had approved the new - .
to a deficit figure of between color system based on telecasts equipped to make live color
two and six billion dollars for from electronic tubes. This ays- shows, chances vare that 'the
'the fiscal year, which begins tern eliminates the necessity of first color* shows to be made 

.next July 1. Revised figures a mechanical wheel in color re- available will be those produc-
for the current year, ending celvers. ed in the major New Yprk stu-
next June 3ft Indicate spend- Sevenl of th« major produo- dips.
Ing of $72,100,000,000 and re- ers were already well advano . * * * .
venue of $68,800,000,000. This ed In their production of equip- President Elsenhower's decl- 

. would be an administrative dof- ment to allow operating  sta-.'*lon . to 'consult Democratic
kit of $3,800,000,000. tlons to shift to color TV trans.. leaders In Congress, In ad- 

     . missions. The changeovers are
TEXTILE EXPORTS being completed fast enough 

The United States dropped to make color television'a.thlng
to third place In the export of of the Immediate future.
textiles, the first six months Several experimental pro- 

'of 1983, with Japan first and grams have already been
Great Britain second. Japan's 
exports In the January-June 
period totaled 388,789,000 square 
yards. The United States ex­ 
ported' a total of 820,000,000 
square yards In the period.

broadcast. But since color sets 
are not now on the market, 
and more Important, not In Am­ 
erican homes, the feasibility of 
sending out popular programs 
in color is limited.

vance, about his annual mes- 
sage on the State of the Un- 
i oni took the wind out of the 
Ka|is of his critics who had 
complained that the 'loyal op- 
position" members were being
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.Now, if you mart unok*. to bwl... go ahead.

kept in the dark.
In particular, the President's 

gesture of bipartisanship an­ 
swered -Senator-Bates Kefau-1 
ver of Tennessee, who had been 
calling upon fellow-Democrats 
to enact their own legislative 
program In the closely-divided 
Congress this year.

Ike's announcement hit the 
newspapers only one day after 
Kefauver's carefully-timed In­ 
terview which received good 
"play" In the Sunday editions 
Of many newspapers.

Kefauver said the President 
made a mistake by Including 
only Republican leaders In his 
recent conferences on the Coji- 
greaslonal agenda. However, 
not .all the Democrats agreed 
With the Tennessee   Senator, 
who tried unsuccessfully for 
the presidential nomination In 
1952 and may try again In 
1956.

Kefauver's close friend, Sen­ 
ator John J. Sparkman of Ala­ 
bama who was the party's vlco- 
proeldontlal candidate in the 
disastrous 1952 campaign, said 
In- thought the President had 
a right to consult his own par­ 
ly leaders first.

Not many.other DemocrBtle 
leaders spoke up In favor of 
Kefuuvcr's proposal that "we 
Democrats In the Senatu and 
Ilouao should confer as soon 
us possible after the New Year 
to discuss a Democratic pro­ 
gram."

His friends say this Is due 
to tho jealousy uf eonserva- 
live members who resent his 
liberal view. There is much 
truth In this. . Conservative 
Southerners, following Senator 
Itlchard Russell of Georgia, 
made no secret of the fact 
that they were out to "i 
fs,uv«r" In Uw IBM ras*.

IN TIMES GONE BY
From the File* of ttw Torranos HmaM

FIVE YEABS AGO
January, 1849

Torrance residents shivered
In the New Year as the mer­
cury hit a low of 25 degrees
. . . Building during 1948 hit an
all-time peak of $7,979,828. Most
of the permits were for new
homes . . . Earllene Bird,
daughter of Mrs. Earl Bird,
634 Sartor! Ave., waa the first
baby born here In 1949 . . .
Charles Jones was named
president of the Torrance
Chamber of Commerce . . .
City busses carried 149 persons
to the Pasadena Rose Parade, 
according to Bus Superintend­ 
ent Marshal Chamberlain . 
A special census of the city
was rearing completion . . , 
Amendments to the City Char­ 
ter outlawing draw poker, es­ 
tablishing a city manager type 
government, and o h a n g 1 r?g 
school board election dates 
passed the State Assembly.

TEN YEABS AGO
January, 1844

H. C. Barrlngton was elected
president of the Torrance Kl-
wanls Club . . . Gasoline was
in short supply on New Year's
Eve and only one Torrance
service station was open to
service a long line of autos . . .
John J. Bruckshaw of Gardena
and Wilford E. Jeffery of Lo- 
mlta \*re named, to the local
draft Board . . . .Building Per-
mlt totals for 1943 were $7,607,-
764. Swayne Johnson, on leave 
from the Torrance police de­
partment, reported to New Or­
leans for a new Navy assign­
ment after training at the San
Diego Naval Base ... Jack
Clayton and Bob flleeth, both
"somewhere In England" wrote
home that they were together
for Christmas.

FIFTEEN YEABS AGO
January, 1939

A mammoth tusk from an 
animal thought to have lived
between 25,000 and 100,000
years ago was uncovered when

workmen were excavating tat
an oil storage reservoir at th* 
General Petroleum refinery , . .
Building reached an all-Urn*
peak of $3,143,873 during 1(38
. . . John Stroh was named po­
lice chief in addition to his Job
as Director of Public Safety.
John E. McMaster was made "
acting tin chief . . . Plaitt tar
the annual Factory Frolic were
under way under the super­
vision of John E. Miller,

TWENTY YEABS AGO
January, 1984

Civic leaders headed up by 
Bernard J. Donahue, high; 
school coach, were making ' 
plans to establish an adult
elubroom In Torrance as part 
of the city's seercatlon plan . . . 
Mayor C. Earl Conner charged 
that discrimination was being 
shown In the allotment -of work 
to Torrance under the Civil 
Works Administration . . . Pur­
chase of 2000 tents to house
school children, Including; many
In Torrance, was authorized by 
the Los Angeles City Board of 
Education . . . -City Attorney
Julius R. Jensen, who had held
that office for mor* than two
years, died after a month'* Ill­
ness . . . Continental Markets
at Carson and Craven* adver­
tised butter at 21 oent* a
pound. Ben Hur coffe* Was
priced at 81 cents a pound, a 
grind-It-jtounelf brand at 17
cents ...  '

TWENTY-FIVE YEAR* AGO

January, 1929

A request to establish an
"open air, used car market" at
the Corner of Sartorl and Post
was turned down by the City
Council , . . Large headlines on
the New Year's edition of th*
Torrance Herald proclaimed for
all to see that 94 house* wet* 
built In Torranc* during 1928
. . . Safeway advertised Swift'*
fancy eastern bacon at 39 oantq 
a pound . . . Police nabbed a
trucker with 110 gallons «C
alcohol i

Dewey Influence Rising 

In Ike's Administration
WASHINGTON.   When 

Governor Thomas B. Dewey of 
New York had a confer­ 
ence with President Elsenhow­ 
er the other day, two of the 
reporters covering the White 
House met In the lobby and 
one said to the other:

"Why are you here covering 
Dcwey?"

"I wanted to see If tho 
President approves of the way 
General Elsenhower Is running 
things," came the wisecrack reply. ' ' '

The exchange underlines the 
truth In the old laying, 
"There's many a true word 
spoken in Jest."

To more than One Washington 
correspondent, the events of 
the past few days have indi­ 
cated that Governor Dewey 
has more, Influence In the ad­ 
ministration than he has ' had 
before. Dewey Is the spokes­ 
man of the Eastern, Internation­ 
alist Republicans who won the 
presidential nomination for Els­ 
enhower at Chicago, snatching 
It out of the hands of the 
Midwestern, Isolationist Repub­ 
licans who favored the late 
Senator Robert Taft of Ohio.

These same Dewoy-type Re­ 
publicans have been urging Els­ 
enhower to lead as a "strong"

President In the tradition of. 
Abraham Lincoln and Theodora! 
Roosevelt, the two strongest 
Republican President* of the' 
past. In particular, the Dewey 
group has wanted Ike to take 
the Initiative against the Rus­ 
sians and to make a firm 
stand against Senator McCar­ 
thy.

On both counts, the Presi­ 
dent seems to have followed 
their advice. First, In his bold 
proposal for an International 
pool of atomic energy for 
peaceful purposes; second In 
his defense of the Stats De­ 
partment against McCarthy's 
call for a boycott of all na­ 
tions still trading with Com­ 
munist China.

It Is also quite possible that 
Dewey has Influenced other ad­ 
ministration decisions through 
his lieutenant, Herbert Brown- 
ell, who managed both of his 
own Unsuccessful faces lor th« 
Presidency a»d now Is Attc»> 
noy General. Brownell took 
the lead, for the administra­ 
tion, In the hunt for "Commun­ 
ist spies" by stirring up the 
Harry Dexter White case;and 
he placed the Juitlce Depart 
ment firmly behind the admin­ 
istration's stand against racial 
segregation In the public 
schools.

ONLY YOU Can Add More. Power/


