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Los Angeles County Health Officer ever said anything about blood|If the reply he 180 or
That flearidden rodent, the rat, certainly canses a lot of |picaiie (o patients, The mat-|above, the patient is very much|plays an important role in wheth.
trouble. Among other things, it destroys and wastes hugh anounts o i so complieated that t|perturbed and begins to broodfer you will have high blood pres
of food cvery year, starts fires by shorting eleetric wiving, and capnot be explained fully to alover-it. and that always runs|sure or not.
damages buildings by gnawing and burrowing yman, and if it could be, it[it up still higher. | Bad habits. such as the ex
Worst of all the rat, and his insect ;y,nmm« carry and trans wouldn't do himy any good any | The doctor usually dos not cessive use of alcohol or tobac
mif to human beings a number #— |way. It is a common thing to|explain that the 180 or \\h.lh\wr‘ insufficient sleep, overwork,
of  scrious discases ”"'”'“”'H..,m st to the Los ,\"L,pg‘l'v,n: a worricd patient core in-[it might be, is the systolic ,»,H\m. ating  which _ hiings  on
endemic typhus  fever Local| colinty Healin ],,l,,,.,,‘,,,. 24 |to the office with the request,|sure and that there is another|obesity and discase, Al scen
outbreaks of this illness occur ‘,\. Figucron St., Los Angeles 12, “Doctor, please take mv hlrmd ,urm-.mv knm\n as lh(- diastolic "n lm considerable ln.:umg on
from time to time and, during| " " st o) 8 <o S . i d Lohfideralic acarng
the past few months, four
cases were reporfed to health |

officials, Although® all
may transmit the discase, the
rat is,thought to be the most
likely” carrier, :

‘With the coming of
mAny rats, who normally
ih trees, seek warmth in
huildings, rubbish heaps, brush
and in cozy spots to be
found in and around the home
e in rat population
er exposure to the
at such times, spor
or the discase

winter.
nest
out-

This incr
means grea
disease and,
adic outbreaks
occur—- similar to that which
happened In one part of Los
Angéles County near the end
of 1951,

At that time, 20 individua
all of whom lived In the same
block, were stricken with an ill-
ness of a like nature. Tn 11 of
thesa cases, typhus was  posi-
tively identified as_the_ cause of
Hliness and, although a positive
diagnosis could not he obtained
ip the vrest, the cause was
thought to be the same typhus
infection transmitted by the rat
flea. *

Endemic typhus ftever 1s-dc-
companied by fever, prostra
tion, persistenit headache, and a
skin eryption that generally ap-
pears about the 5th or 6th day.
Unlike the epidemic, or louse-
borne. type of typhus fever; which
has killed millions of people in
many parts of the world, the

- fatality rate of the endemic type
encountered in  Southern Cali-
fornia is8°less than two per cent.
However, although the illness
is relatively mild, it often re-
sults in weakness which may
last over a period of several

months lowering resistance to
other maladics,
Fortunately, the disease can

not be transferred from man to
man so a sick person can never
infect another Individual unless
there are fleas In thé environ-
ment to transfer the discase
from one person to anothe

Elimination of the rat is the
best means of preventing rat-
borne diseases which, in addi-

rodents |

tion to typhus fever, include
trichinosis, rat-bite fever, infec-
tfoug jaundice, bubonic plague,
fularemia, amocbic and bacil-
lary dysentery, and food poison-
ing. Recommended control meas-
ures include the following ad-
vice:

1. Rat-proof homes and out-
buildings so that rats cannot
cet in and pay particular at-
ention to vents in the roof.

2. Keep garbage in metal cans
with tight-fitting lids and store
chicken and animal feed in rat-
proofed bins or buildings.

3. Eliminate all rubbish heaps
whether in  outbuildings, the
yard, or iInside the house. Get
rid of brush piles and stack
lugiber or other materials 12 to
18/ inches off the ground or
floor, .

4. Keep all domestic animals
deflead. On dogs and most
other animals - except cats who
lick themselves, apply 10 % DDT
in pyrophyllite dust. Rapid re
moval of fleas on dogs and cats
may be accomplished by using

flea powder containing pyre-
thrum or rotenone. »
5. Never handle a dead rat.

Pick up on a shovel and incin-
erate or bury.

6. Report evidence of
festation to health off

7. Killing is best accomplished
through the use of poisoned
baits, polsonous gases, or traps.
Wl(h perhaps one or two ex-
ceptions, rat polsons are danger-
ous to man and should only be
used under professional super-
vision.

A limited number of pamph-
lets on methods of rat control
are available and, as long as
the supply lasts, will be malled
to unvone whn sends a card of

19-year-old Gets
Pilot’s License

“It 1sn't how old you are but
what you do that counts” might
well be the moto of David Von
well be the motto of David Von
derahes, 1452 Engracia Ave.,
who at 19 alrecady has been
awarded his pilot’s license,

The youth, who hopes for a
eareer either In the Air Force
‘a8 a Jet pllot ,or as an airlines

ilot, 18 a veteran of two years
of solo flying. He has 180 hours
in the air and learned his flying
at Torrgnce Municipal Airport,

Vonderahe also is a glider en
musluat and last sumiger wan

rige at the annual Elsinore
,,rh er competition with a flight
of 66 mileg and an ulmmlc of
'I(Dl)(l feet,

Fancy Christmas  wippings
were curtalled tn Wo: ' \Var
to save paper,

{
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Loads of Trouble, Doctor Says.
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