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Judge Willett Explains Court 
Jurisdiction In Juvenile Cases

In answer to frrqm-nt. questions concerning the role of the 
Municipal Court in dealing with juveniles, Judge Otto B. Willetl 
in a talk before n group of Lomita citizens this week stated 
th,at such court has no direct jurisdiction over Juveniles under

.Spring cleaning time has 
arrived for all Los Angclps 
County beaches and the "big 

  broorri" is on I he job.
County Supervisor Raymond 

V.' Darby yesterday ordered the 
"big broom" into' action for the 

'next four months, sweeping and 
cleaning the beaches for an es 
timated record summer throng.

The "big broom" is a two- 
ton sand sterilizer, purchased 
by .the county, which moves 
ovor the sands, straining them 
of. rocks, glass, and other items 
most' likely to make the sun 
bather uncomfortable.

The huge yellow machine will 
take at least a month to clean 
the sands, getting the beach 
ready for the hundreds of 
thousands of visitors expected 
once school vacation starts.

"These county beaches/'. Su 
pervisor Darby said, "are used 
by millions of people cveiy 
summer. It is only right that 
the county keep the beaches 
free from debris so that the 
sun bather can enjoy himself."

Cope Taking Navy 
Basic Training

Undergoing recruit training at 
tho U. S. Naval Training Center, 
San Diego, is iharles R, Cope, 
seaman' recruit," USN, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Cope o 
3761 Torrancc Blvd.

Before entering the Navy 
April 2,. 1952. Cope was gradu 
ated from.Torrance High School.

This initial training includes 
Instruction in such fields as sea 
manship, fire-fighting, gunnery,

age of 18,
'ever, Judge Willed, who 
andldnte for Offic 
e South Bay Municipal 

Court, pointed out that most 
persons considrr those between 
the agos of 18 and 21 still in 

juvenile category but an- 
rablo in the Municipal Court 

for any illegal acts which they 
might commit.

"Before his 18th birthday, 
an arrrxtNl .youth is sent to 
the Juvenile Court Division of 
the Superior Court," Willclt 
said:

"A week or a month later, 
however, when he may pass 
his I8th birthday, h« may be 
brought before the Municipal 
court. This Is a very fine point 
of difference," the judge said, 
"Many of our traffic violators 

tre 'found in this,, 18 to 21'year 
age groups," Judge Willoiir.snld. 

"The way they arc dealt 
With by M u n 1 c i pnl Court 
judges will often determine 
their future conduct as driv 
ers," he sold. "Seen In this 
light, people will realize what 
an Important role is played by 
the Municipal Court In han 
dling these older juveniles," he 
added.
A large percent of those brought 

before the municipal court arc 
parents of children in the juve- 

ilass. The disposition of 
cas.es must necessarily be 

determined in such a way as to 
bring the 'east possible haid- 
ship to such ehildicn.

At tho same time, these par 
ents mubt pay the penalty 'for 

their crimes. A municipal judge 
' i constantly faced with the de- 

. 'nions that will directly affect 
f juveniles, although his jurlsdlc- 

[to. over their awn Conduct is 
limited, Wil'lett concluded

lignaling and other courses de 
signed to make the recruit well- 
versed in every phase of Navy 
life.
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