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BUSES TO RIVIERA

TAPS FOR TAPPERS ... An .unidentified man peers at 
what was left of one of the tanks used to hold gasoline 
tupped from the General Petroleum line after an explosion

Gas Thieves Sought 
After Tapping Line

Poetic justice came to two pipe-line tappers this week who 
have been stealing gasoline from a General Petroleum pipe-line 
for the past nine months.

The two suspects, according to Sgt. E. B. Hatcher of the
Los Angeles County Sheriffs' department, had dug n (id-fool,

tunnel beneath -a Wilmington*                    
Auto Paint shop used as a front
to cover their illegal operation.

ripped the garage apart. Police and sheriff's deputies are 
seeking Bernard Slmffer nnd Raymond C. Lloyd on tho 

matter.

line ng fr.
Underground pipe- 

the Torrance
Refinery to the Harbor.

Tempting fate, the two gas 
thieves plugged in a 125-pound 
test, line .with a garden hose 
fitting onto the 600-pound pres 
sure line under the street. Gas 
oline was pumped into two 
tanks hidden Inside two panel 
trucks and was carted to service 
stations the men operated in 
Keystone and Wilmington.

Not content with a daily haul 
estimated to ^be approximately 
1000 gallons per day, the gas 
hurfelars were attempting to 
weld another tank in one of the 
trucks when the flamo from 
their welding torch suddenly 
turned the building into a blaz 
ing inferno.

Witnesses said the two occu 
pants took off in a hurry head 
ed "that-a way." As of yesterday 
the pair had not been appre 
hended.

ESTIMATES HIGH
A General Petroleum official 

said that early estimate of 270,- 
000 pilous looked like it might 
be a "little high." He iilso 
that the petrol crooks

wanted by the federal govern 
ment and the state government 
for tax evasion. They owe the 
U.S. Government a penny and a 

each gallon
state wants four half
cents as its share of the price 
of each gallon.

Based on 280,000 gallons this 
means they owe Uncle Sam $3,- 
250 and the state $11,260. 

LEAK SOUGHT
The local oil company officials 

said the pair, although they 
didn't know it, were about to be 
discovered. The "leak" had been 
detected and the company, aid 
ed with scientific pipeline leak 
detection devices were only a 
short, time away from bracket 
ing the "leak."

Just what charge awaits the 
pair when apprehended is a mat 
ter of some conjecture. Although 
the total amount missing is well

ithin the grand theft bracket
the pair may only fad 
theft charg

petty

First Families Slated to Move 
To Torrance Gardens Next Week

M Day for the first -18 families to move Into the huge Tor 
rance Gardens tract drew near this week as nolii-cs were sent 
out to the home buyers to complete the final papers on the 
denlh.

"Several families should mine into their new homes next

fii-fct 48 families can be moved 
In will give us a better Idea 
about how fast the rest will 
go," one spokesman for the de 
velopers said.

Ihomes in the Gar- 
' ; homes, to be 
Hickory and Ma- 

.south of Torrance 
'boulevaroT have » permit valu 
ation of $1,869,-IOO and bring 
the total development valuation 
to more than $8 million. 

TOTAL NOW m 
The final 210 homes which

Active Church 
Worker Passes

1*1x1 rites were conducted in 
Uedondo Heach Saturday for

Torrance and eight other 
Southern California cities will lie 
"occupied' by Military Govern 
ment Reserve Corps units of the 
Sixth Army during mid-July as 
a highlight of the first com 
bined summer training program 
at Fort MacArthur, Lt. Col. Le- 
vj.-i H. Arnett, coordinator of 
the training announced.

"Occupation" of the commun 
ities, all in the vicinity of Fort 
MacArthur where 'the 17 Mili 
tary Government Reserve units 
will be training, will have a 
two-fold purpose:

1. The Military Government 
units will receive actual field 
training in the program thc.y 
would be expected to follow in 
tho event of occupation of an 
enemy -country in time of war.

2. American civilians will have 
an opportunity to see firsthand 
that "Military Government" does 
not operate as martial law, but 
rather as supervisors of the 
government of the occupied coun- 
-try.

Culver City, Inglewood, Haw 
thorne. Huntingdon-Park, South 
Gate, Compton, Long Beach and 
Redondo Beach officials also will 
feel the effect of the Military 
Government supervision during 
the three-day exercise.

For the purposes of training, 
some of the officials, including 
possibly Mayor Bob L. Haggard 
and Chief of Police John Stroh, 
may find themselves "suspend 
ed' from office while their

Herald Sixth in

The Torrance Herald 
only California weekly winning 
honors in the "Best Use of 
Illustrative Material" Division in 
the 1951 nationwide newspaper 
contest sponsored by the Ma- 
tional Editorial Association.

The Herald received honora 
ble mention or sixth place in 
the competition. There are ap 
proximately 11,000 weekly news 
papers in the nation.

Judging of the contest was 
based on fjve consecutive is 
sues of the eompeting newspa 
pers. Some of the points con 
sidered in the judging was tin 
number of news pictures, t h <

 ith local cnts
duct ion and quality of photog 
raphs.

The entries were judged by 
Prof. Cliff Edom of the Uni 
versity of Missouri, one of the 
nation's leading schools of jour 
nalism. He was assisted .by Tom 
Smith and Verna Miller, prom 
inent figures in the graphic arts 
field.

"friendliness"' to the occupying 
forces is investigated. But at 
the most, none of the officials 
will be out of a job for long. 
No city will be "occupied" for 
more than one dny. The offi 
cials themselves have promised 
to ,get into the spirit of the 
occasion, each city having voted 
an invitation for the military to 
take over.

( ((I'NCII.MAN TAKKS OA'I 
cln-li-ll I .us Anuelcs Mly < 
ailiuiliisli-ri-il h.v \\nll.i I' 
I.Hi-.,in Mill luhi- nlfii'c nil
UUIrkt.

Governor Warren 
nvitedtoBig 

Flag City Fete
Governor Warren has been in- 

itcd to head the list of digni- 
taries scheduled to attend the 
huge "Flag City" celebration 
planned here for June 30, ac- 
lording to U.S. Treasury Depart- 
nont officials.

Branches of the military have 
ndicated they will send troops 

and motorized units to partici 
pate in the celebration.

Treasury tJepartment officials 
have picked Torrance for the 
celebration which will gain na 
tion-wide attention because the 
city was the first in California 
to qualify for a "Minute Man 
Flag."

recent campaign, touched 
off by George Post, chairman of 
the Defense Bonds Committee of 
the Torrance Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, was climaxed last 
week with more than 80 per cent 
of local employees agreeing lo 
make defense bonds available to 
their employees- through payroll 
deductions.

Meeting Tuesday forenoon 
were a group of local officials 
who formulated initiaj plans for 
the parade and ceremonies here 
on Saturday afternoon June 30.

Representing the Treasury Di 
partmcnt were William H. Hodge, 
Ralph E. Perry, and Stanley T. 
Switzcr, all deputy directors of 
the savings bond division of the 
government agency.

Discussing the celebration at 
the meeting were local officials 
including; Mayor Bob L. Hag 
gard, City Manager George 
Stevens, Police Chief John Stroh, 
Charles Schultz, campaign pub 
licity chairman; Chairman 
George Post, Blaine Walker, ex 
ecutive secretai-y of 'the Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce, J. H. 
Pagct, president of the Retail 
Merchants Division of the C. of 
C.. and Jack O. Baldwin, man 
aging editor of the Torrance 
Herald.

Others named to the committee 
work with the .Treasury De 

partment officials included Henry 
W. Creegor, George Peekham, 
Paul Lot-anger, Dean Sears, Wal 
lace Post, Victor Teer, Bob Wat 
son, Russell Lund, Parke Monta 
gue, Paul Diamond, Dr. Alien L. 
Pyeatt, J. H. Hull. Mrs. Don 
Hyde. Mrs. B. W. Roberts, 
George Powell, Bert Lamb, 
James G. Parks, William Rose,- 
Art Moore, and- John Ott.

I Riviera Buses 
To Be Resumed 
About July 1

ssiible.
1 In a report fo the Council, the 
! city's traffic committee, headed 
by Councilman Willys G. Dlount, 

! recommended that the service be 
| restored as far as possible along 
I routes suggested by citi/cns of 
i (he area.
I Chamberlain said yesterday. 
j however, that the routes would 
: he approximately the snme as 
il'hcv- .\ve before service was

ut. off thi

Normandie 
To Be Opened 
To the Harbor

A new route from Los Ange 
les to tho Harbor through Tor 
rance was assured this week 
when the Board of Supervisors 
awarded contracts for opening, 
widening, and paving Normandie 
ivenue from Imperial to Rose- 
Tans.

Receiving the cdhtraet for the 
vork on its bid of $218,872.08 
vas the Arthur H. Johnson Com- 
wny. Work will start July 1 
md is scheduled to be complet- 
 d by the middle of December 
his year,
Specifications for the new ar 

tery to Ix>s Angeles call for 
an 80   foot right-of-way.

When completed, the new see- 
in of Normandie avenue will 

open the thoroughfare from Hoi-
ly w Ml If]

Analii .street,

DIANA CHACON 
Backyard Tumble Fatal

Tot Dies Following 
Fall into Water Keg

A fall into a nail keg used for 
a water pan for the family dog 
brought death Sunday to a 13- 
month old Torrance infant.

Victim of the accident was 
Diana Chacon, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Zeferinq Chacon Jr. of 
21C3 Crenshaw boulevard.

Efforts of three Torrance fire- 
lien. Captain Gene Walker, 
Ralph Collins, and Charles Kob- 
n-tson, who worked on ,the in 
fant with a resuscitator for -15 
minutes failed to revive the child.

According to reports of the 
Torrance Police Department the 
nfant apparently tripped over a 

100-pound nail keg which was 
partly buried in the ground near 
the kennel of the family's pel. 

og. The rim of the barrel pro 
truded above the ground ap-

 oxlmately three inches.
The tot's mother, Mrs. Rose 

Chacon, had left the child play-
g In-'the back yard of their 

home. She returned a tew mo 
ments later to find the child ly 
ing head down in the partly 
filled keg.

The baby was rushed to the 
Torrance Memorial Hospital 
ivhere Dr. E. W. Grubhs pro 
nounced the child dead afterho

Vacationing Technician 
Dies in Utah Accident

  ral Hospital X-i

nv JULY i
 e will' probably he 
to the area by July 
lerlnin said. Delay in

'( .scheduling some Wal- 
teri.i runs, and costing notices 
of schedule changes in the area, 
the bus manager said.

In other council action Tues 
day, bids for the construction 
of a sewer in the Seaside 
Heights area were received and 
referred to the city engineer's 
office for recommendation. 

BIDS RECEIVED
Bids were also1 received for 

relusc collection throughout the 
city .-aid were referred by the 
council to City Manager George 
Stevens for study and recom 
mendation. A letter from t h e

the problem of financing rcc- 
reaticn in tho city was referred 
to a future agenda meet ing'of 
the city fathers for discussion.
.Contract for a sewer' project 

in North Torrance was award 
ed to J. B. Grbavac by the 
council, and work should stall 
soon on this project, according 
to Stevens. The area involved is 
the development around 182nd 
street and Hawthorne boulevard. 

The council also renewed the 
County Public Health Service 
contract for 1B51-S2.

Grads Invited 
To IB. Party

Graduates from all high 
schools in the area including 
Narhunne and Torrance are In- 
viti-d to attend an all-night par 
ty-tonight in the Wilton Hotel 
in Lqni; fieacft.

The parly, sponsored by the 
Youth for Christ movement In

•ith
He

paste

Site Above Walteria Checked 
For Proposed Vets Hospital

Federal representatives this i CrHishaw I 
week Inspected a 200-acre sin 
at the crest of Rolling Hillh 

hove Walteria as the possible' 
location for a $18,000,000 veter 
ins' liospiiul.
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