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Khaki-Clad Santa Passes Out New Stripes to 14 CIs
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

GP Launches $100,000 Anti-Sabotage Plan
One Out of Ten To Serve in Civilian Defense

TWO SEND 'SI GREETINGS . , . While easterners wouM.rlsk pneumonia If they were to at 
tempt ' to build this kind of m New Year's greeting, Samle Taylor of Harbor Hills, and Sllva 
Oaw, a Torrance High School majorette, merely risk getting a bit sprayed'with the Pacific 
Ocean as they fashion a snowman—or rather » sandman near the surf at Torrance Beach. 
Photo by » lucky •Herald photographer.

Eventually one out of every 
ten citizens of the City of Tor 
rance will be called upon to 
perform a specific duty under 
present Civilian Defense, Plans, 
City Manager George W. Stevons 
told the Torrance City Council 
Tuesday night.

Reporting on the progress the 
oily has made toward Civilian 
Defense and naming of depart 
ment chiefs was included in the 
lengthy and comprehensive re 
port handed the council by 
Slovens. '

The report named the follow 
ing to head the Torrance Dis 
aster Council: Mayor Bob L.

Haggard, chairman; 'City Man 
ager Stevens, commander; Police 
Chief John Stroh, vice-com 
mander; (the following are 
Chiefs of Divisions), Police Chief 
Stroh, law and order; Fire Chief 
Jake Benner, fire; Dr.'Kurt T. 
Shery, medical; Assistant to Clly 
Engineer John Palrlck, public 
works; Water Superintendent 
William Stangcr, utilities; Bus 
Superintendent Marshall Cham 
berlain, transportation; Arthur 
B. Smith, manager of the Pacific 
Telephone and Telegraph Com 
pany, communications; Personnel 
and Recruitment, not named; 
Mrs. Don Hyde, American Red

Cross.
Stevens reported on what has 

been accomplished, saying:
"The Law and Order Division 

has recruited, equipped and Is 
training an Auxiliary Police 
Force.

"The Fire Protection Division 
has selected and registered an 
Auxiliary Force. Classes in first 
aid have been started.

"Eight 'First Aid Field Sta 
tions' have been selected for the 
City of Torrance and official 
acceptance is being processed, 
following which, doctors, nurses 
and aides will he assigned to 
each station.

"Public Works, Transportation 
and other Divisions are prepar 
ing their plans to Includi 
9f all Public Employees 
facilities, together with those 
privately owned. Favorable co 
operation is being received from 
all private industries approached.

"The local Red Cross Chapter 
has been expanded and become 
more active. Their activities In 
clude classes in home nursing 
and first aid and the securing 
of blood for the Armed Forces. 
Still greater activities ape ex 
pected as their organizational 
plans are completed."

It is planned to distribute a

copy of the pamphlet "Survival 
Under Atomic Attack," the of 
ficial United States Government 

id booklet, to each family In the 
City of Torrance.

"A carefully selected group of 
citizens will soon be named to 
form a Warden .Service.

"Additional classes will be held 
in First Aid. Classes will also 
be held In all phases of Civilian 
Defense, as Instructors and 
teaching aides become available.

"The recruitment and training 
of additional personnel for Police 
and Fire Auxiliary Forces and 
other specialized.groups will be 
stepped up."
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New Construction Here Rewards in New 
Hits $16,000,000 Mark

Engineer Battalion 
Promotes Local Men

Promotion* came In bunches for the 578th Engineer Com 
bat Battalion during December, It wa« declared yesterday by 
I,t. Col. Dalian I. Down*, battalion commander.

Twenty-eight men of the battalion were boosted one grade, 
Including 14 soldiers , of the Torrance area. ' 

—————:———————•——————« Torrance men on the. year-end 
promotions were:'

Pfc. William E. Hughes, 3708 
244th 'street, Walteria, to corp- 

 al; 
Spt. Thomas E. Jones, 3020

Protection Plan
In It mad-home-sprint race 

to wfaidnp 1960, new home 
bullden In Torranoa this 
month rolled up » four million

•end the year'* new construc 
tion over the 18 million dollar 
mark— an all time high.
The actual figure for the year, 

$19,363,172 Is more than 
times greater than the previous 
record of $7,078,825 set In 1948, 
according to the records of Wal 
ter C, Bradford, city hall senior 
clerk.

MORE YET
The figure was compiled- from 

the rocdrds as of Tuesday mor 
ning and do not include any 
additional permits Issued yester 
day or those to be issued during 
the two days remaining In this 
year.

Five1 builders during Decembi 
have taken out permits for 
total of 423 new homes and 115 
garages.

Largest batch of permits was 
Issued to the Torrance Gardens 
Inc. for 295 homes and 171 ga- 
ranges for a valuation of $2,414,- 

1 100, The new tract is under 
construction at Torrance and 
Crenshaw boulevards.

OTHERS PLANNED
Additional planned

by local subdivides include 45 
houses and 12 garages to be 
constructed by the Haven Devel 
opment Company for a total 
valuation of $379,800.

James N. Starblrd and Asso 
ciates were granted $475,006 in 
permits for 19 homes and ll to 
be erected near Crenshaw and 
Redondo Beach boulevards.

K. Sandc Senness, developer of 
the Pacific Hills tract in South 
Torrance, took out 19 home and 
13 garage permits' for a total 
valuation of $154,000.

- IN NORTH TORRANCE
Alondra Gardens Inc. imbdl- 

vlders of a tract of new homes 
located In North Torrance near 
Redondo Beach and Crcnshaw 
boulevards was granted 45 home 
and 8 garage permits for a val 
uation of $338,000.

Included In the December mark 
of $4,106,932 wcv« permits 
tor Individual, homes, rumpus 
looms, Industrial expansions, and 
new commercial buildings. The 
miscellaneous Items t.o t a I e d 
$344,436.

Largest single permit granted 
1 December was for $50,500 to 
He Muyfalr Creamery now un 

der cons! motion at 204th street 
 nd Western avenue.

Hogan Home Judged Tops 
In Christmas Decorations

John F. Hogtai was Awarded first-place honors Christmas 
Eve In the homes decoration contest sponsored by the Torrance 
Terrace Garden Club.

The colorful scene at the Hogan home at 1614 Juniper 
avenue showed a Santa Claus sliding down the chimney of a

Silent Passing 
Marks End of 
Rent Control

Decontrol of rents, which fin 
ally came to Los Angeles last 
Wednesday to climax many noisy 
and stormy sessions, also came 
to Torrance with no more noise 
than a light snow fall.

It simply came to pass as 
Housing Explditer Tighc E. 
Woods signed a document closing 
the Los Angeles Advisory Board 
vhlch served Torrance ai well 

as Los Angeles and six other 
cities Including Avalon, San Gab 
riel, Palos Verdes Estates, Glen- 
dora, Azuza, and Hawthorne.

MANY SURPRISED
The decontrol action apparent 

ly came as a surprise to local 
renters, landlords, as well as to 
:lty officials. The Torrance Ciiy 
Council was,under the Impres 
sion It would have to present 
a formal request for the decon 
trol of rents In Torrance.

However, the action hit Tor- 
ncc as Woods closed the Ad 

visory Board office at 1206 San- 
lee street. Since it would have 
been economically unsound to

tiny homo which was lighted 
 'with a small Christmas tree. 

Adding authenticity to the scene 
were miniature carolers who 
were grouped in song outside 
the windows of the small home. 

The "Peace on Earth" motif 
won second-place honors for the

home at 1511

were awarded 
in

William Speck 
Acacia avenue.

Brass planters 
to each of the 
ncrs Christmas Eve by Mrs. M. 
L. Hartley, president of the 
sponsoring garden club.

Receiving honorable mention 
in the contest were C. W. 
Thornton, of 17416 Faysmith 
avenue, and M. M. Schwab, 1508 
Acacia avenue.

continue to operate the office 
Just to serve the seven small 
communities which came under 
the jurisdiction of the Los An 
geles office, Woods automatically 
ended rent control in all areas 
served by the Los Angeles Board. 

COUNTY DECONTROLLED 
Rent control ended In other 

:lties and for Los Angeles 
County unincorporated areas 
some months ago.

The end of rent control came 
as Woods, strongly expressing his 
objections to ending control of 
ents In the greater Los Angeles 

area, signed the document short 
ly after the President signed a 
resolution continuing rent con 
trol for other parts of the nation 
for an additional three months. I

In an unusual move to put 
tect employees and their fam 
ilies and Its property from sa 
botage, the General Petroleum 
Corporation and Us two major 
domestic affiliates hnve adopt 
ed plans calling for payment 
up to $300,000 In rewards for 
evidence leading to conviction 
of anyone responsible for a 
crime of violence In connec 
tion with sabotage. 
General Petroleum and it; 

affiliates— S6cony • Vacuum of 
New York, and Magnolia Pctro 
leum of Dallas—have adopted 
plans involving up to $100,000 

'which each company Is offering 
as rewards, thus bringing such 
rewards offered by ths.' Flying 
Red Horse companies to $300,000.

GRAVE DANGER 
Although emphasising that it 

docs not regard war as "neces 
sarily imminent," GP officials 
said the rewards program   was 
adopted because the company 
believes sabotage is o,\j of the 
gravest dangers to national sc 
curlty, and that "it should take 
appropriate preparedness mcas 
ures Just as our government is 
doing."

An object of the plan, accord- 
Ing to GP, is "to Increase pro 
tection of personnel and plant 
against sabotage by encourag 
ing the enforcement of existing 
laws."

INJURY REWARDED 
The company also announced 

it would pay $25,000 to anyone 
who voluntarily produces evi 
dence which leads to the con 
viction of someone for a deliber 
ate act of sabotage against he 
company when the act results 
In death or permanent disability, 
such as the loss of an eye or 
fobt, to any employee or mem 
ber of an employee's family. 
  A $10,000 reward will be paid 
under similar circumstances In 
connection with an act of sabo 
tage leading to lesser Injuries ot

employe

(Conlir

or a member of

Herald Printers Accept Contract Offered for'51
Acceptances of working agree 

ments between the publisher of 
the Torrance Herald and all 
employee gi'oups In the prlnting- 
iiibllshlng Industry In the liar 
or area point the way to a 
ei-y harmonious year ulieud. 
ommented (irover C. Whyte, 
uhlisher of the Toi ranee 

lurald.
l.ate last week members of 

he San Pedro Typographical 
Union No. 862, which has juris-
diction 
ployers at Ih 
voted to accept

imposing n

Included In the agreement 
with the printers Is a new basic
wage 
per \v 
iums

e of $1)3.00 to JU7.00 
of 37'i hours. Prem- 
»dded for special elas- 
with two weeks paid 
and two weelis slel<

Comparable wages and comb- 
Ions are also included in the 

vlth the Los Angeles 
 s' Union and the Ban

ntracts i 
erentypei 
  d ro VVl

eh had previously be

accepted. These three interna 
'tional unions cover all mechani 
cal production employees In 
newspaper and commercial print 
ing plants in Torrance, San 
I'edro, Wilmlngton, Kedomlo 
Hi-ach and Ixuuita.

All regular bluff members In 
the editorial, advertising, a nd 
business office at thu Torrance 
Herald were given salary In 
creases averaging ten |icr cent 
of the 1950 wage schedules. The 
advances were madn effective 
with the Christmas pay, Pub 
lisher Whyte announced.

Winlock drive, to sergeant first 
class;

Sgt. Johnni 
tola avenue,

L. Pitts, 917 Pan 
to sergeant first

From private first class to cor 
poral--Jack R. Garland, 1308 
Crenshaw boulevard; Homer D. 
Armagost, 1117 W. 244th street; 
James W. Blackw'cll, i317 Green- 
v/ood avenue; Mike J. Martini 
Box 602; Jack' B. Rambo, 1663 
W. 214th street; Robert B. Buch- 
anan, 1507 W. 215th street; Al 
fred E. Hajelwood, 21730 Dolores 
street; Loren D. Stcelc, 1320 Co- 
ta avenue; Qucnnon L. Wake- 
field, 1546 W. 204th street; and 
Grover R. Wilson, 4228 W. 179th
pla From Lomita, Wayman L.
Truman. 24403 Hendrick avenue. 

The former Torrance National 
Guard unit is in combat train 
ing at Camp Cookc as division 
engineers for Southern Cali 
fornia's 40th Infantry Division.

Ball Pi
their induction into Fed- 

-rvice were Companies A

Stationed at Torranci 
bcfor
era]
and D. Headquarters and Service 
Company maintained their head 
quarters at Torrance Municipal 
Airport.

Soldier Down 
In Plane Crash

A North Tojrance soldier was 
among the 37 servicemen aboard 
a military C-54 transport plane 
which crashed last week on a 
high mountain in the Philip 
pines, it was announced by the 
Military Air Transport Service.

He was Staff Sgt. Harold W. 
Landon, husband of Mrs. Harold 
Landon, of 4316 West 174th 
street. Sgt. Landon was assigned 
to a maintenance and supply 
group at the Clark Air Force

Air Force officials In the Phil 
ippines said last week that all 
37 were believed dead, but air 
observers spotted three persons 
moving around the wreckage 
later, and hope was raised that 
the persons could have been sur 
vivors of the crash.

Infant Dies 
Christmas Eve

Or
old Constance D i a n 

Skc-ons, of 1011 Milton stre 
will be lii-ld at 11:30 tills mo 
ln K at I he Koosevell Memor

Tin Infant, who died ul th
Harbor iJem-rul llospl t ul on 
Christmas Eve, Is survived by 
her parents; tin re sisters, Vir 
ginia, Naoml, and Dorothy; itnd

YO brothers, Clinton Howard,
 ., and David.
Htone and Mycrs Mortuary Is 

handling funeral arrangements.

Only Two Injuries Mar 
Holidays; 24 Wets Jailed

DR. W. I. "BILL" LAUGHON
, . Attack Fatal to Head of Medical i

Funeral Rites Today 
For Dr. 'Bill' Laughon

Final rites will lie conducted this afternoon for Dr. W. I. 
"Bill" Laughon, well-known physician and senior partner of the 
Torrance Medical Group, who died In a local hospital at -1:30 
p.m. Christmas Day. He was 02.

Dr. lAughon died only five days after. collapsing at his of 
fice, 1335 Post avenue, last Tues- t —————-———'•___,————
day. He developed a kidfcey con 
dition following a tooth extrac 
tion the day before and a score 
of specialists and consultants 
were unable to check the spread 
of the ailment. Drs. Kurt Shery 
and Eugene Cook, associates of 
the deceased, were with the doc 
tor when ho died.

ACTIVE C'lVICALLY
Dr. Laughon, who recently

moved into a new home at 375
Camlno dc las Colinas, where he
lived with his wife. Phvr.i", was

fund
To AM

A memorial fund, t 
ehuw a pleec of (>i|iilpm 
the free UM' of patie 
the TorruniT Memorliil 
tal, has IMM'II started 
group of Dr. l.iiiiKlionV 

ilien

llospl-
by a

friend*

nliiliiite to tint fund 
nlaclll.K

to 
do 
E.'KwHll, HIM W. '.mill Ktreel.

the To- Ki
f Los Angele:, Ci.' 
I As.in.'ir.icm. 
He was chairman 
»nls Public Affairs 

and was the club's

live on the coordinating council 
of service clubs. '

KIWANIANS TO SERVE
Members of the local Klwanls 

Club will serve as honorary pall 
bearers at the rites to be con 
ducted at 2 p.ni; this afternoon 
in the Stone and Myers Chapel. 
Rev. Clarence E. Miller, of the 
Torrance First Methodist 
Church, will officiate.

Cremation at Inglewood Park 
Cemetery will follow the local 
rites for the native of Bedford, 
Virginia.

I-OUMK1) GKOU1'
Dr. Laughon came to Tonancn 

13 years ago and lived at 1452 
101 Prado for many years. He 
heciime associated with Dr. Wil 
liam J. Harrlson and later or 
ganized the Torrance Medical 
Group when Dr. Harrlson en 
tered the service during the last 
war. Mr. Laughon was a cap 
tain in the Medical Corps dur 
ing Wolld War I.

He received bis medical train- 
Ing ill Hie University of Virgi 
nia. Hi, inie,e,t turned to In- 
duatnal medicine and led to a 
mi nil,, i :h,|, m ih,- American As 
social ion of Industrial Physici 
ans and Surgeons.

(I INK! MANNED
Sl.,,l,dle,-entlyl,y Mr. Laughon 

». i- l-l-.ii'. lor a n,-w clinic

Although Christmas celebra 
tions within Torrance's 18.8 
square miles were rattier 
"damp" during the three-day 
holiday, the city, contrary to 
expectations and to the na 
tional trend, maintained a rel 
atively accident-free record.
Only two persons were Injured, 

none seriously, In holiday, 
crashes,.according to the records 
of Lucille Stroh, police record 
clerk.

EJPKN8IVE
Drinking came a little expen 

sive (or 13 drunks arrested dur 
ing the three-day yule celebra 
tion. They paid fines of $25 each.

Driving and drinking was even 
more costly to the seven drunk 
drivers arrested by Torrance 
Police. City Judge Otto B. Wll- 
Ictt handed down fines ranging 
from $125 to $200 to the seven 
who elected to .drink and drive.

Four persons were, arrested 
for disturbing the peace a situ-' 
atlon arising from drinking, Miss 
Stroh said.

WOMAN INJURED
Among' those injured was 

Elizabeth Ruth Grimsley, 39, of 
4320 West 178th place. She re 
ceived minor injuries and was 
the sole person ijurt in an e'arly- 
morning, six-car crash In the fog 
ai Hawthorne boulevard and 
174th street on December 23.

The second person Injured was 
a three-and-a-half year-old girl, 
Dianne Carol Lynn, of 1646 West 
216th street.

Dianne received minor injuries 
in a crash Involving a hit and 
run driver, Frank Joseph Zebura, 
49, of 1441 West 214th street who 
was later arrested and convicted 
of drunk driving and hit and 
run Involving Injuries.

WITNESSES HELP
Witnesses said that Zcbiira 

rammed the rear of a car being 
driven by young DI a n n e's 
mother, Mrs. Avis Lynn, as the 
Lynn auto was stopped for a 
signal at Carson street and 
Western avenue on December 23.

Officers John Maestri and Don
Hamilton, acting on license
number supplied by wltntsses, 
found Zebura bleeding from a 
cut lip and slumped over the 
wheel of his car at his .home.

City Judge Otto B. Wlllett 
levied a fine of $200 or 60 days 
in the county jail on the drunk 
driving charge and Imposed a 
20-day suspended sentence on the 
hit and run charge.

DRIVERS INVOLVED
Other drivers involved In the 

six car crash were; Jcsse R. Run- 
von, 3915 Torrance boulevard; 
Edwin D. Grimsley, 4320 West 
178th street; Montcll R. 
Mearham, of Hawthorne; Elea 
nor B. Roloff, Raymond R. Sny- 
del-, and Roy H. . Barela, thfl 
latter three of Redondo Beach.

Juhu T llinkley, attorney tor 
ii- 11.n I,in Aiea Employer* 
mim'il MiMalne.l a broken leg 
nd i-ollar bone recently when 
mm n I nun a horse. The accl 
i-nt oi-eured al V'ictoi-ville.
Although badly handicapped, 

inklry was able to appear In 
uperlor Court this week In be- 
lif of a client.


