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Heirs Hunted To Claim $1260 Found in Fire Rubble

PROSPERITY BOUND ..-, . Winsome Miss Erdenb Watklns 

displays the novel ticket "passengers" will be using when 

they board the Chamber of Commerce'*! Kxprcss to Prosperity 

for a banquet on February 20. Theme of this year'g fete Is a 

"Salute to Transportation." The meal jvlll be served In the 

 main dining salon aboard the S. S. Civic Auditorium . . . now 

In drydoek at El Prado and Cravens avenues.  Herald photo.

Of New Seaside 
Grade School

"I want to go to school 
again" was the. sentiment of 
many of the 500 persons who 
attended the dedication exer 
cises and open house of the 
Seaside Elementary School Sun 
day.  

Awe and delight at the Inno 
vations in Torrancc's first com 
plete new school in almost 20 
years were common expressions 
as parents and other residents 
thronged- tfirough the pastellcd 
rooms and along the sweeping 
open air corridors connecting 
the wide flimg buildings on the 
ten-acre school ground at 4651 
Sharynnc Lane In Seaside 
Ranchos.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
J. Henriqh Hull echoed the ad 
miration of the spectators and 
said, "Many"t.hlnit the Torrance 
Hfhool system is well on Us way 
to becoming outstanding."

He explained the school 
board's philosophical belli'! in 
the eight grade elementary 
school ," , . because of the ad 
vantages to children Which we 
see in having seventh and 
eighth grade children In an en- 
vlronnxcnt that they can under 
stand at a time when they are 
undergoing the many physical 
and psychological changes of 
early adolescence.

*W« Jiave supplied here the 
only real advantages the Jun 
ior high school system can of 
fer i the advantage of special 
ized experiences In shop train 
ing and homemaking. We do not 
have the disadvantage of junior 
high schools in which both the 
teachers and students try to ape 
high schools."

Dr. Howard A. Wood, chair 
man of the "Board of Education, 
reminded the audience that Sea 
side Rancbos, "fortunate In Md- 
tlng the first of Tonanre'H 
new schools In the $:i.V.i.-r.iii 
plant, should remember their 
responsibilities to the other ci 
tizens of Torrance and support 
the proposed $2,000,000 bond in 
Sue to build a new blub school 
and three other elementary 
schools.

Mrs,' Paid Hm-Kger of the 
Seaside Pan-lit -Teachers Ai.i.od 
Hlinii, ollicially (haul!.;il ilie 
bimid of education fur Hi'- 
school unU *aid that the adult

education program Is .well un
dor' way at the school with
classes in ceramics, lampshade
making and square dancing.

Earl W. Eckert, principal of
(Continued on Pane 7)
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ENDS YEAR-LONG DISPUTE
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Mrs. Earl Conner 
Number One for 
Postmastership
President's ' 
OK Expected 
At Any Time

Presidential confirmation of 
the appointment of Mrs. Clara 
Conner, to succeed her la,to 
husband as postmaster of Tor 
rance was virtually assured, 
according to a dispatch from 
Washington.
. According to Information re 

ceived yesterday from the Post 
Office Department and the U.S. 
Civil Service Commission at? the 
nation's capital, Mrs. Clara A. 
Conner rates as "eligible No. 1" 
on the Civil Service list for the 
position of postmaster at Tor 
rance, California.

In addition to the No. 1 rat 
ing, Mrs. Conner has also been 
given a 10 point advantage by 
her widow's veteran preference. 
She is the widow of the late 
Postmaster C.,,Earl Conner who 
served overseas In World War 
I.Lani who -dled_Jn_ pfflce_ a 
ago Tuesday.

Rated No. 2 on the eligible 
list for the postmastership is 
George C. Powell, city council 
man. Powell has no veteran's 
preference, according to  Wash 
ington advices.

Under the Veterans' Prefer 
ence Act of 1944, no candidate 
without a veteran's preference 
can bypass ah eligible candidate 
with such' a veteran's preference.

In view of .this provision in 
the law governing appointments, 
it seems assured that President 
Truman will nominate Mrs. Con 
ner for' the appointment as post 
master in Torrance, it is confi-

(Continued on Page 7)

FATAL FIRE .. . Coroner's assistants carry the body of Mrs. Marie Alien from the charred ruins of her home at 1418 West

Carson street. —Herald photo.

Federal Income Tax 
Filing Aid Available

O. J. Jensen, deputy collector 
for the Department of Internal 
Revenue, will be In Torrance 
February 20, 21, 23, and 24* to 
assist residents wjth the filing 
of 1949 income tax returns, it 
was announced this week by 
Charles Kelley, Division Chief.

Jensen will meet with local 
citizens on the dates above in

WHERE'S THE 
FIRE

Flash dust fire at American 
Rock Wool Corporation at 401 
Arlington ayenue, Thursday at 
10:29 p.m. Damage slight.

Ae City Council Chambers be 
tween |f)e hours of 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.if.

Oil Lamp Blamed For Fire Causing 
Death of 80-year-old Woman Here

Because Mrs. Marie Alien elected to 'live such a secluded 

llfp, detectives are having difficulty locating heirs to $1360 

found among the Utter In the charred rooms of her home yes- 

day morning. ,
The 80-year old woman died In an early morning fire yes 

terday when flames fed by a 
kerosene lamp turned her sou- venir-cluttered horn

Mother of Triplets Chosen Queen for a Day
' > • tr ' m •' • • -L A ^^MKM- *m • •

Mrs. Mary Musso, mother of triplets and "Queen for a 

Day" Is due to return home today after a three-day Mardl 

Gras holiday |n New Orleans.
Mrs. Musso, uud v her husband, Glenn, an employee of The 

National Supply Company, made the air trip as guests of the 

sponsors of the famous "Queen for a Day" show. 

Among the other gifts' given * 
the mother of. Torrancc's first 
set of triplets were:

A washing machine, a 
mangle, three baby tenders,
thri .trailers, three lamps, a
supply of tJeechnut baby food, 
a compact, a bouquet of Ameri 
can Beauty roses, a watch for 
both herself and her husband, 
a set of pearls, a yacmim clean 
er, and a complete wardrobe 
with matching shoes, gloves, 
and handbag, a waffle iron, and 
a Drip-a-lator coffee maker. 

The 26-year old mother who

ern avenue, with whom she 
went "juat to keep her com 
pany."

Mrs. Ruth MacDougall, the 
"Queen for a Day's" sister, of 
818 Sartorl avenue, cared for 
Mark, Joe, and Janet, the .two- 
year old triplets while their 
parents made the air trip to 
New Orleans.

Crowning of Queen Mary 
marked the third time that a 
Torrance woman has hit the 
royal jaok-pot. Two earlier 
Queens were Mrs. Jackie Dl-
sario, of 2826 Gramcrcy avenue, 
and her sister-in-law, Mrs. Don-lives at 2213 Cabrilio ay

attended the broadcast 1---
Monday with hor mter-in-lawj aid Cook of 2422 Torranc

Mrs. Ethel Dawson, 2830H WesP1~hou|evard.

Calf To

Race Starts Friday 
For 4 City Offices

No great rush is expected by City Clerk A, H. Bartlett 

next Friday when the first day rolls', anf.nd for filing nomin 

ations for four municipal posts Which willV filled at the elec 

tion 0,1 April 11.
I'o,is to be filled Include two councllmanic offices now 

held liy Mayor J. Hugh Sherfey Jr. and A. L. Jackson; the of 

tie,- 01 f'iiy I'lerli, now filled by Bartlett; and that of city treas 

urer, now held by Mrs. Margret P.irdyc
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Carson street into a flaming 
torch.

Though salvage squads from 
the Los Angeles Fire Depart 
ment found a packet of new $1C 
bills among the rubble piled 
high within.the walls of he 
home, Mrs: Alien had never had 
tile house wired for .electricity. 
She cooked on a wood stove.

Every room, in the house w.as 
filled with gear the woman had 
collected on her sorties of can 
barrels during the past twenty 
years.

Investigators led by A, J 
Fitzgerald, chief, estate invest! 
gator, -for the County of Los 
Angeles, began the arduous 
task of digging through 
(limited four (ons of bottles 
paper , boxes, used greeting 
cards, torn lampshades,. and 
(housand-and-one other pieces of 
paraphernalia in an attempt to 
locate a son, or possible grand 
children who \vould he heirs to 
the $1260. A return addr

ettcr indicated the son might
  liuing in Portland, Oregon 
Neighbors of the- aged sou-
 nlr collector said that she 
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Legion I.a diet 
To Initiate

The auxiliaiy of lien S 
Crosslaml RIM. American Le 
gion, will honor a class nf can 
dliiates with a candlelight cere 
ninny Tiies-iluy, February .14, ii 
1-i-nioii Clubhmisi'. Mrs. 1'erbia 
h'i  , will in i side.

Printers, 
Publishers 
In Accord

The year old dispute be 
tween the Torrance HeraW 
and the San Pedro Typogra 
phical Union No. 882, A.F.of 
L., ended yesterday morning 
with the withdrawal of picket* 
from around the newspaper 
plant, It was announced yes 
terday by the Herald publish 
ers.
Commenting on the withdraw 

al of the pickets at the Herald 
plant at 1819 Gramercy avenue, 
Franklin A.- Thomas, president 
of the local union, stated that 
the removal of the picket line 
was the first step toward the 
satisfactory conclusion of th« 
negotiations which will accom 
plish a completely satisfactory 
working agreement between the 
union and the newspaper pub 
lishers.

Grover C. Whyte, publisher of 
the Herald said that under the 
terms of settlement of the dis 
pute which began a year ago 
this Saturday, all former em 
ployees are being offered rein 
statement with full seniority 
rights.

Union officials said'that onty 
three, or possibly four, ot the 
original seven printers would 
return to their former jobs. The 
officials stated that other ex- 
employees had found employ 
ment In other newspaper plants 
outside the jurisdiction of the 
local union.

No adjustment: In wage scale 
was, necessary as a wage acale 
equal to that ot the union,rate 
has been maintained during the 
period of the dispute.

Appropriate action has been 
taken to remove the Herald and 
two companion publications, The 
Lomlta News, and the Domln- 
guez Area Bulletin, from all 
"Unfair" and "Do Not Patron 
ize" lists, union officials said,

Councilmanic 
Districting
Poses Problem

Wlutt propositions are to be 
put on the April 11 municipal 
election will he determined at 
next Tuesday'H regular meet 
ing of the city council, the 
group decided at a special 
hearing on the matter last 
Tuesday.

Arousing spirited1 discussion 
by councilmen and spectator* 
was the proposal to institute 
the ward system of councilman- 
ic representation. ' ,

A motion to bold the measure 
over for consideration during 
the November general election 
was voted down by 'a 82 ma 
jority. .Favoring the delay war* 
Councilmen George C. Powell 
and Nicholas O. Drale.

City Clerk A. H. Bartlett said 
he personally favored the delay 
since the later figures on voter 
registration would provide a 
more equal division of popula 
tion.

No opposition was expressed 
to several other propositions 
which have been suggsted. 
These include a $250,000 bond 
issue for a swimming pool, re 
muneration for councilmen, a 
pay raise for the City Treasurer 
and granting of civil jurisdiction 
to the city court.

City Attorney C. Douglaa* 
Smith told the council that th» 
prosecution should rest either 
with him or the chief of police, 
iiiMcad ul In,th us at present. 
No act l«i> (in Ills Miration WM 
taken.


