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CITV'S FINEST TREE Outstanding in Christmas decoration* at 
Torrance Induitrial plants is this perfect specimen which stands 
in front of the executive offices of'the National Supply Com 
pany. The tree at National's plant is an old custom, but like the 
yule decorations in many Torrance   homes and on many lawns, 
this year's tree is the finest ever displayed.

Kids Invited 
to Optimists' 
Party Friday

All the kids hi town are in 
vited to the Torranee Optimist 
Club's Christmas show at the 
Grand Theater Friday, the day 
before Christmas, at 1 and I 
p.m., when special programs 
will bo. given through coopera 
tion of Jack Dabbs, manager.

Admission Is one old toy, to 
be turned to at the lobby to 
the Junior Optimist Club, .which 
will renovate the toy, using 
professional toymaklng equip 
ment, during the coming year. 
Next. Christmas the toy, with 
perhaps a few gimmicks added, 
will be given to some under 
privileged child in the commun 
ity.   .

Henry Watkins of the Beacon 
Cleaners will act as ' master of 
ceremonies at the theater par 
ty, according to Boris Woolley, 
Ideal attorney and president of 
the club. A Western movie, lots

will be features of the special 
show.

Bogus Checks 
in Circulation

More than $2000 in bogus 
Todd shipyard checks drawn on 
Security - First Nationa 1 were 
cashed during the weekend in 
the harbor area, it was learned 
today. The check cashers may 
attehipt to 'cash more. of the 
fictitious checks, according to
a warning issued last night.

Always Happens! 
5-Day Week Has 
Shortest Days!

K will happen every time! 
On the day that the Tor- 

  ranee Herald goes hi press 
a day early and thereby at 
tempts to cram into five days 
the normal six days' work of 
publishing a newspaper, It 
turns out that yesterday   
Tuesday Dec. 21, was the 
shortest day of the year.

Rotarians to 
Give Out Toys, 
Food Baskets

Christmas baskets laden with 
food and toys will be distrib 
uted to 10 needy families In 
the community Thursday' night

tary Club, it was revealed yes 
terday by Dr. Arthur Berke, lo

the cause of Christmas giving 
In" the local «en4cc club.

Dr. Berke said the families 
had been thoroughly investi 
gated by members of the club 
before being placed on the list 
of those who will receive one 
of the baskets, values at from 
$28 to $40 each.

Every basket will contain a 
toy for each child in the fam 
ily, Dr. Berke said.

Dr. John W. Beeman, presi 
dent of the Rotarians, an 
nounced that the usual meeting 
scheduled for Thursday jiight 
would be clipped short in order 
to allow the 10 committees time
to distribute their gift baskets.

Indications that construct  
of Torrance's new armory ma: 
be started during January wert 
seen today when It was learnei 
that bids will be sought shortly 
after New Year's for seven i 
armories in Southern California 

The Information, obtained from 
Maj. Gen. Curtls D. O'Sullivan 
adjutant general of California 
followed the awarding of cor 
,tracts for six new Nationa 
Guard armories In the South 
land.

Torrance undoubtedly win 
be among the next seven for 
Southern California. It was In 
dicated- In addition, Mds will 
be sought next month for 10 
morh Guard armories In the 
northern part of the ttiatf.
The armories for ^ which tin 

contracts were awarded t h I: 
week are for batteries of tin 
114th Anti-Aircraft Artillery B. 
gade.at Compton, Lynwood an, 
Vista; for a cannon company o 
the 224th Infantry at Monrovia 
and for Battery B of the 980th 
Field Artillery Battalion at Azu sa. '.'  .

Haddock Engineering Compa 
ny of Los Angeles wax awarde< 
all six contracts for approx! 
mately $75.000 each. Terms, cal 
for completion of the jobs with 
in 125 working days. Excep 
for an armory started In Nortl 
Sacramento Saturday these -are 
the finest approved for construe 
tion since before World War II

Three More 
Subdivisions 
Ready to Go

; Final tract maps fpr three ne; 
subdivisions in Torrance ha\ 
been approved by the City Plan 
ning Commission and construi 
tion of 144 new dwellings is noi 
scheduled to begin early in 
January, It was learned yesti 
day.

Ben- R. Haggott, developer 
of Seaside Bancho», plans 
start another group of 40 
homes of similar type and 
construction In his Unit No. 2. 
The tract maps show the lot! 

to be from 50 to 62 feet wide 
and from 140 to 150 feet deep 
all fronting on an extension o 
Sharynne Lane 1314 feet easier 
ly of Linda drive, the easterly 
boundary street of his Unl 

 No. 1.
Two other maps Involve 85 

lots In two tracts handled «* 
a single unit, adjacent to Ar 
lington avenue and lying be 
tween 164th and 160th streets, 
near the north city Hmlts.

Still another tract shows 49 
lots at the southwesterly corner 
of Prairie avenue and Redondo 
Beach boulevard, extending foi 
1422 feet along-' the latter ar 
tery. These lots are shown as 
50 by 100 feet ' on Redondo 
Beach and 00 by 100 on Prairie

GOODWILL TOWARD NIIQHBORS-^Thi, ,c.n, will be ,«p»Ud in IQ horn., fe the community 
Thursday night at memberi of the Rotary Club attribute baskets of food and toyi worth from $25 
to $40 to families whose circumstances might mean. that Christmas would juit be another day. 
Dr. Arthur Berke, project chairman, is holding one of the baskets. (Herald Photo).

Here Monday
Rep. Cecil R. King o  the 

47th district will be in the 
city for a luncheon Monday to 
confer with civic and commun- 
ly leaders of Torrance and vic 

inity.
The congressman will leave 

;he following day for Washing- 
ion to be present at the open 
ng of the next session of Con 
gress. As a senior member of 
he House of Representatives he 

is expected to be appointed to 
several of the more Important 
committees.

King has been a member of 
he Important Ways and Means 

Committee.

Painting Bids 
Vary Widely

Bids ranging from $1388 up to 
$425.0 for repainting the Tor 
rance Civic Auditorium, the 
Chamber of Commerce building, 
the City Library and the Hill 
street municipal bus terminal 
n Los Angeles wete taken un 

der advisement by the City 
Council Tuesday night. 

Aome Painting and Sandblast- 
rig Company was low bidder. 

The contract is to be awarded 
at the next meeting.

Next issue ot 
Heratd Will tte 
Out Day Early

Continuing Its Yuletide sched 
ule, the next Issue of the Her- 
aid will be distributed on 
Wednesday morning. Dee. 29.

Distributors and news car 
riers are requested to report 
for their papers at the usual 
distributing points on Wednes 
day instead of Thursday next week. ''

Advertisers and news cor 
respondents are requested to 
advance the customary time 
for submitting copy ONE 
FULL DAY.

Classified advertising will 
close at 6 p.m. Monday, Dee. 
27. .

The twual Thursday morn- 
Ing tone w»H be resumed on 
Jan. 6.

AH department* of the news- 
ptfper wW be closed all day 
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 24 
and 25, so that employes may 
enjoy a weH-earned three-day 
Christinas holiday.

Hustness as Usual

McCown Stores Reopen After 
Misunderstanding Over Wage

Due to a misunderstanding (restores were dosSed-for onejiour
the interp;
regarding' wages of part-time
employees, four McCown drug

SOLUTION OFFERED Prepared by the editorial staff of The-Herald, this model of Five-Points intersection shows proposed method 
of eliminating confusion now existing at the iH-famed junction. View is east paralleling Carson street and shows raised island" which 
would separate, traffic on Cabrillo avenue and Cravens avenue (lower left corner).    Model-ograph by Torrance Herald

More Orderly 
Plan for Five 
Points Sought

Tentative approval of a com 
promise plan for a more or 
derly .channeling of traffic at 
Five Points has ' been'givej by 
the Torrance City Council.

To show how the city's pro 
posal would work out In prac 
tice, the Herald editorial staff 
constructed a1 model of the 
five-point Intersection and ob 
tained toy autos and trucks 
to Indicate the flow of traf 
fic under an possible eondi- 
lions. .
Study of the complicated In 

tcrsection was made recently by 
engineers of the Auto Club of 
Southern California, and Chief 
Engineer E. A. East submitted 
two possible plans. The model 
incorporates some of the club's 
ideas, and also 1 some ideas of 
City Engineer George Stevens 
and members of the City Coun 
cil, who discussed It In a re 
cent agenda meeting.

WM Batting 
Below Par in 
Rain Business

Wondering whether the recent 
rain had brought the season's 
total anywhere near normal wo 
asked the Weather Man what 
Information he could shed on 
the subject,

"The only thing normal about 
California weather IB that it Is 
only normal when It Is unusual 
enough to be abnormal," was 
his retort.

Recent rain which fell on Dec. 
17 brought 1.34 Inches of rain. 
This brought the season's total 
to 1.59 inches and comparing it 
with a record of three previous 
years it-shows up like this:

Year Oaion Total
1948 1.60
1947 J.77
1946 H.I6
1945 133

It's also been a bit cool, the 
WM admitted:
OK. Maximum—Minimum 

iO JU, 
•*? 33

Till Robbed as 
He Eats Lunch

While he ate lunch someone 
rilled the cash register at a 
lervlco station at 2172 Torrance 
joulevard and stole $116 in 
:ash and $76 In checks, accord- 
UK (u a icport filed with Tor 
 anc.c police earlier this wwk 
iy «'. K. Haftf, owner of the
Station.

Contract Let 
on Domestic 
Science Lab

Work will begin shortly after 
Jan. 1 on the remodeling and 
reconstruction of the home eco 
nomics laboratory at Torrance 
High School, following award of 
a contract to the J. E. Haddock 
Company at $4850.

Award of the contract was 
made at a special meeting of the! 
board of education last - Friday 
afternoon. Bids for the work 
were opened the previous day at 
10 a.m. by the board.

Involved In the contract IN 
the relocation of a partition, 
Installation of new plumbing, 
cabinet work, plastering and 

..electrical work.
Ne wstovcs, refrlgoiators and 

an electric washing machine will 
be Installed in the re-arranged 
space, school officials said, and 
classes will be conducted in the 
new laboratory beginning in 
February.

and 35 minutes yesterday after 
noon.

Although the dispute aiosi 
over wages paid a high school 
boy working at the MoCown 
store at Western avenue and 
Highway 101, Lomita, the pick 
cting reached into Torrance 
where the store at 1334 
Prado drew "closed", curt 
across the windows while a set 
tlement of the misunderstanding 
was negotiated.

Two stores In Lomita, the 
Torrance store anil one In 
Gardena. were picketed during 
the time the stores were 
closed.
Point of the misunderstanding 

arose over thhe difference be 
tween 50 cents per hour and 81 
cents per hour paid 
rhlta high school youth who was 
woiking on a part-time 'basis.

At the time of this action Al 
McCown, president of McCown 
Drug Stores, was out to lunch. 
Upon returning he learned of 
the stores' closing and' agreed 
to inciease the hourly rate of 
the boy to the higher rate.

The stores reopened at 3:45 
p.m.

ASSEMBLYMAN ILL
Assemblyman Vincent Thomai 

is confined to his home, 1221 
Sunnyside drive, San Pedro, by

Hoodlum tt

Entire Dashboard Taken from 
New Car; Rental Film Stolen

.For the second time In two, 
years  both times during the

Christmas holidays, Officer 
Swaync Johnson has had his 
lutomobilo ransacked by hood-
IH11S.

Johnson, a im-nihir of .the 
rorra'noi: 1'olirv Di-pai-lnu-nt, 
was on tlu> aiiMvmiiK mil (it 
an Investigation rather than 
he questioning arid Monday 

night as he reported to Redon 
do Police that the dashboard of 

its. two-week-old new car wan 
Ipped out while Ills wife at 

tended a meeting In Hcdondo 
;ll. Last year sinni-.ui.- ran 

sacked tin- ciiiii-.-r'.-. <-.ir c.-ur.nn; 
loss of appiDXiniali-ly Jiiil lu 
e owner.

M Joh it.-
of HIK officer, hail littl 
iroulilB In fllliiK tint Inllliil n 
port at) ttliu wan i« comiuiiil.x

: by M|NS I.udlle .Stroll. Tor- 
rani'i! pollen matron, at the 
time of HIM theft.
Supposedly in the same time 

during a Hireling of the liu.si 
lie.  mid Professional Women 
of Ton am-.' who were gathered 
at Iron's cottage In the beach 
city, t\yo other cars wcie broken 
Into.

Mm. l>»l»y Uilmore, owner 
of tint A-l I'liol.i Supply S.-iv- 
!<-.-, reported |o pnlln- Iliul H 
rental motion picture film viil- 
n.'.l ill $300 mill u *.S5 iiiojee 
I.n Hern inlhklnif from hi-r

Ow

Slow-Up 
of Trains

Torrance city officials today 
have the promise of the Santa 
Fe Railway that speed will be 
reduced on the Madrid avenue . 
section of their line through 
Torrance and that operations 
will be policed by the road's 
chief engineer.

Jn consideration of this, the 
City Council has tentatively 
agreed to grant a 60-day con 
tinuance before calling up the 
new city ordinance regulating 
train speeds for its second and 
final readihg.

Top officials of the railway 
who attended an informal 
conference with the City Coun 
cil and the Chamber of Com- 
tnerce directors .Monday af 
ternoon also were advised that 
the city wants a corridor "ot 
residential Income -develop 
ment along Torrance boule 
vard, between Crenshaw - bou 
levard and the Redondo Reach 
city -limits.
None of the officials, who in 

cluded F. A. Baker, assistant 
general manager of the com 
pany, expressed any opposition 
to the city's proppsal, when R. 
W. Walker, general attorney for 
the road, reviewed the main 
points of contention between the 
city and the railroad.

Walker in opening the discus 
sion with the city and chamber 
officials said the proposed new 
train ordinance which was to 
come up for its second reading 
next Tuesday would "practically 
put us out of the railroad busU 
ness,"

Councilman Niefc DnUe >aid 
he felt that the city had a 
just grievance, because resi 
dents along ' Madrid aventifl 
complained of excessive speed, 
excessive noise, vibration that 
caused the plaster In their 
houses to crack, and also oper 
ating violations. 
From th& Santa Fe "brass," 

city officials drew the admis 
sion _that_BQ specifiejhecks hajt 
been made on speed of their 
trains, although the city had 
complained of this previously. 

"We'll see that there is a 
check on the speed, and we'll 
police this run," said J. P. Do- 
novan, superintendent. The city 
has asked. that the speed be 
kept to 10 miles an hour.

Drole also reminded the 
Santa Fe officials that the 
new Nativity School on Car- 
ion street has resulted In' 
more children using the- Gar- 
son street crossing, and that" 
standing trains cause wig 
wags to .operate, with the re 
sult that the pupils are afraid 
to cross the tracks.
Answering complaints that 

fumes from Diesel engines arc 
making residents along Madrid 
ill, Santa Fe officials denied 
this allegation.

Other Santa Fe officials at 
tending the hearing were M. C. 
Blanchard, chief engineer; Char 
les C o n n e 11 y, engineer; Roy 
Hunt, fuel supervisor; Robert 
Hlrsch, freight traffic manager 
and John Balluff, attorney a 
tal of eight.

Guttenfelder, 
Others Get 

Zone Variances
Petition of Marvel Guttenfelder 

for, a zoning variance that will 
permit operation of an automo 
biles sales and service garage 
at 1630 Cravens avenue has 
been granted by the Torrance 
City Planning Commission and 
approved by the City Council. .- 

A zoning variance also has 
been granted George andJRulh 
P. Davis to permit construction 
of a duplex on the properly at 
2S1B-20 West Carson street, hi>, 
Iween Date street and CrenKhaw 
boulevard.

Petition of Howard K. YOIIHK 
fur a zoning variance also IIIIM 
bwn (jranti ', perniillliiK < *  
tiihllsliinrnl of u n-liiil lumber ' 
vurd anil bullilliiK imiti'iliil 
liii»lni>8ii on livdomlo Boai-li
bOlllVVHI-d ll 1- I W C I- II ItOnllll
xln-.-t and Fralrlu avenue.
Tin- Planning ( '.mm n,:, KM, al-<o 

has placed the properly «i lhi»
rthwest of I'l

hoillr


