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D. S. Faulkner 
Recalls City's 
Early History

Fe\y of Ihe city's pioneers re- 
nil the early history of the City 
rf Torrance as vividly as T.). S. 
riiulknor, vli'e-prcsldent of Na- 
i.r.al p,,p,,lv Company, who be- 

i. f the Union Tool 
i.resent, company's 

. : the day that the 
,, , , ..,.. .,i The Torrance Her- 
j.l was published. 

  Siie.-.king at the "Salute to In-
ii-.lr

Ch m
o Tor- 
rce on 

aulkner 
of the

Tool Conectlngs of U

mow was. the pied 
ihe National Supply   Company 

"I find that on ,Tune 5, 1DIJ. 
a letter was written Union 
Tool Company Ntiiilm; that the. 
nnmingticz I.und Cninpany had 
piirchancd from the Dnmln- 
gucr Estate a certain portion 
of the DomhiRUCT: Itnnrh and 
Domlnguc/. W n t e r Company, 
and were Interested in develop- 
Ing this property ns an Indus 
trial and rc3Wkntl.iI coriunu-

"Union Tool Company, , 
cated in one' of the

then

CELEBRATION OF 1913  Ths is one of the few times that Mr. 
Jared Sidney Torranee, second from right, was ever photographed. 
The occasion, according to the caption on this old photograph, 
was to celebrate the announcement, on Feb. 22, 1913, that the 
Llewellyn Iron Works was coming to Torranee. Other pioneer

citiiens in the picture are, left to right: Harry Paigc, George W. 
Neill, Fay L. Parks, Charles Long, George A. Proctor, Harum E. 
Reeve, Jack Isen (smiling), C. A. Paxman (in back), Burr Peck, . . ,
(bow tie), B. M. Knutson (back, white collar), Vern Zuver (cap),
A. H. Bartlett, Mr. Torranee and Charles Walker, .

Company's new trnct and hav 
operation within 18 month 

from .Inly 1, 1911.
"It (sour understanding that 

a similar proposition was 
made to tho Llewellyn Iron 
Works, whoso principal, place 
of h'uslncss was also Incnted 
in I .os Angeles at that .time. 
."At a later meeting of U 

Union Tool Company board i 
September, 1911, the proposltloi 

as accepted subject to certain 
qualifications, one of which was 
that the, Pacific Electric Rai 

ay would eventually locate it 
pair shops In Torranee, woul 

nrovide all necessary trackag 
for freight service to and fron 
industries located in Torranee 
ind lay a standard guage t
n .pla of the guage.
 lectric 'lines then running be 
wren" Los Angeles and San 
Pcdro. The directors of Union 
Tool Company also authorized 
tl bofia Issue of $500,000 in ci 
der to provide' monies for crec 
tion of the plant, buildings, ma 
hinery, etc., at their new site 

"It Is Interesting to note 
that at tlds time the commu 
nity had not us yet been 
named, and In order for Union 
Tool Company to transfer Its
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principal place of business 
' from Oleum, «'allf., to Its new 

manufacturing site, It was ne 
cessary that Iliey list Its prin 
cipal place of business -as 'Do- 
mlnguez, on tho 2279-acre tract 
of the A. J. McGuyor tract of 
.the . Kancho Sun I'lWft,' Los 
Angeles county, Calif. 
"Skipping over the many dif 

ficulties encountered in building 
complete manufacturing facili 
ties In the mitidle of n lar.ee 
ranch with no municipal facili- 
ies available, the plant was 

eventually completed and manu 
facturing operations started in 
December, 1912. 

"Practically the entire person
nel employed In the Lo 

orks -transferred its
Angel 

activitie
.to Torranee, and It gives me a 
great deal of pleasure and pride 

te that a number of those 
boys who made the move with 

in 1912 are still employed by 
 the company and are with us 
to night.

"If you will pardon me, I 
would ask the boys whom I 
have just mentioned and who 
are seated at table 37, to stand 

just a moment so that 
you may all see what a Tor-

nce pioneer really looks like.
e length of service of these 

boys extends up to 43 year 
per od.

"They are Reese James, 
Walter Moll, Fred George, 
Thomas Lewis,, Edward Tinibs, 
Ben Rannebrlnk and It. R. 
Smith.
"Approximately 280 employees 

made the move -at that time, 
nd a great many of them were 
esirous of making their home 

n the new community, which 
then -was given the name of 
Torranee' after Mr. J. S. Tor 
anee, prominent Los Angeles 
'inancier and one of the organ 
izers of the Dominguiz Land 
company.

"During 1912 the townslte was
ing laid out with miles of 

streets, sidewalks,, curbs and 
sewers, and also three large 
ooming houses with space for 
etail business establishments on 
he ground floor as well as a 

depot.
To give a. typical example 

of the fact that history re- 
p«ats Itself, the housing situ- 
tlpn presented Hie same diffi 
culties then as we are faced 
with today. Many of the em 
ployes had selected homesites, 
but the building of the home 
gress made In the building of 
the manufacturing facilities.
In fact, dissatisfaction had 

eached such a critical stage 
hat a special meeting of the 
loard of directors of the Union 

Tool Company was called fof 
he sole purpose of presenting 

ituation to the Dominguoz

I,nnd Company In a relatlvcvly 
uncomplimentary manner.

"When manufacturing did g 
under way, only throe or fou 
liomes'had been completed  an 
of thenj being occupied by th 
following employes of the Union 
Tool Company in the order o 
their moving in: Messrs L. Gar- 
retson, John n. Smith, Dick 
Smith and Clinton Noflhrup. 
Dick Smith, whom most of you 
know, is with us tonight at 
table 18.

"Needless to say, many of 
the problems always faced by 
pioneers In any new venture 
had to be overcome. Organi 
zation of the fire department 
was one of the first civic ac 
tivities and a perusal of re 
cent Issues of the Torranee 
Herald Indicates the fire de 
partment Arohlein Is still with 

• us— especially as It pertains 
to the proper housing of same. 
However, in those dnys It Is 
my understanding that em 
ployees of the department paid 
for the privilege of belonging 
Instead of being on city pay 
roll. E
"The westerly winds which In

summertime generally keep the
temperature of Torrance from 6
to 10 degrees below that of our
neighboring Gityof Los Angeles,
wpre a great nuisance In those
early days, as they carried large
quantities of sand from unoccu
pied plots of lands directly into
ur machine tools, .necessitating
n unusual amount of mainte-
ace work, but on the other

hand those vacant fields .pro
vided some of the best crops
f mushrooms anywhere obtaln--

able and harvesting this crop
rovided the principal noon-hour
iversion.

"It wasn't long afterward 
that Torrance started hitting 
its stride, and numerous cor 
porations, Including Llewellyn 
Iron Works and Faclflc Elec 
tric Railway, saw the advisa 
bility of locating In the new 
industrial area with its con 
venient harbor facilities and 
other lines of transportation. 
"Shortly, after the Torrance 

)Iant was completed, Union Tool 
Company in direct contrast with 
he present-day trend, expanded 
ts activities to a plant in West 

Chicago, 111., and a, little later 
o another one at Carnegie. Pa., 

a suburb of Pittsburgh. Today 
he trend is the, other way and 
ur eastern friends are approach- 
ng the advisability of extending 
heir activities from the east 
o the west.

"We sometimes have -to mar 
el at the foresight displayed 

our directors .back in 1911 
vhen they decided to go in debt

d build a new plant where 
hoy did.

  .  ,. . ,  Area of the city of Torrance

> ii fWn . antl 
Marry H. ItlfllflJ' of ils citizens on

Population of Torrance by the 
HMD government census was 
9950 persons; estimated popula 
tion no'w is approximately 19,-

Hollcy established thii city's 
flr«t drug store, called (lie 
Itc\all Store, .'in.I his first -id 
featured "lint Drinks for Culd 
Weather." Hi- T|im«> to Tar- 
ranee Man-li 10, l!)lii, and Iho 
Policy Ih-iig Store was nl War- 
tori avenue and 131 1'rad'i.
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for 31 YEARS
  The Torrance Plumbing Company has been a regu ar Sdvertiser'in the Torrance Herald . . . telling the 

people of Its fine service and its excellent1 products. Together with the Torrance Herald . . . we have helped 

build -the city . . , together we will march forward to greater things to come.'

CONGRATULATIONS. TO GROVER WHYTE AND ED BROWN

TORRANCE PLUMBING CO.
F. L. Parks

1418 Marceilna Torrance

The American Rock Wool Corp

   .     , THEAL INSULATION
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THE TORRANCE PLANT SERVES THF WEST COAST 
AS OUR SIX PLANTS SERVE THE NATION


