
Principal Quits 
At First Rift

In the face of a storm of protests which created the first 
"Incident" In the Torrance City School District's short existence, 
the resignation of Albert R. Beardsley as principal of Torrance 
Elementary School was accepted by the Board of EducationTuesday night. *     —————————————
Albert N. Posner, principal of 

Fern Avenue School was given 
the post as temporary principal 
pending selection of a perma-' 
nent administrator for the 
school.

Nearly SO citizens who vir 
tually stormed the meeting and 
forced the Board to move from 
its regular meeting place in the 
Administration building at 2093 

L Torrance blvd. to the auditorium 
of Torrance elementary school 
demanded to know "why" 
Beardsley had resigned.

.Some went away from the 
meeting unsatisfied with the 
Board's explanation that it did 
not desire to air the reasons, 
while others reassured the 
Board of their confidence in ite 
Judgment.

However, it was"apparcnt from 
remarks made both by the mem 
bers of the Board and those in 
the audience that Beardsley and 
Superintendent of Schools J 
Henrlch Hull did not agree on 
policies In administration of 
Torrance Elementary School 
and that the Board was stand 
ing firm behind the superin 
tendent.

Accusing Hull of being openly 
.antagonistic, Mrs. Martha Plank 
declared that Beardsley "didn't 
have a chance" to do his job as 
principal' of'the school.

Dr. Howard A. Wood, presi 
dent of the Board, declared'that 
the Board had been "watching 
the situation and is following 
through."

  This brought a question ' from 
Kenneth Beight: "What is the 
situation?"

Dr. Wood replied that the 
Board felt it advisable to accept 
Beardley's resignation* "for the 
good of the schools."

At the request of Dr. Wood 
thfe following statement of the 
Hoard was read:

"The Board of Education of 
the Torrance City schools, (n 
fuD cognizance of It* responsi 
bility to the community, has 
made it » point for Its mem 
bers collectively and IndivM-
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Pay-Less Drugs 
Grand Opening 
Slated Today

Pay-Less Drugs this week is 
staging the grand opening of 
,the new Torrance store, 1269

.rtori avenue, in a three-day 
bargain event, details of which 
are given in a full page adver 
tisement on 6-B of this issue.

Occupying the attractive store 
building formerly used by Owl- 
Son tag, the Pay-Less organiza 
tion has stocked a complete line 
of drug store merchandise and 
sundries. Specially featured mer 
chandise at cut-rate prices will 
prevail during the three-day 
grand opening event, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, according 
to Jack Osherenko. manager of 
the local store.

The Pay-Less Drugs is owned 
and operated by Nathan Son- 
tag and David Albert, Jr. The 
organization now has two thriv 
ing units in San Pedro. A

RESIGNS ... Principal A. R. 
Bcardsley, of Torrance Elemen 
tary School, hat resigned hit 
position, this first break in Tor 
rance City School System's pro 
gram causing a storm of pro 
test at the Board of Educa 
tion meeting on Tuesday night.

New West Basin 
Water District 
Is Proclaimed

The Board of Supervisors at 
Its Tuesday meeting canvassed 
the votes cast In the West 
Basin Municipal Water Dis 
trict election, held on Nov. 15, 
and declared the total vote a» 
being 14.4M, resulting hi 11,- 
120 votes for the creation of 
the district, and 1 ,32 1 against 
the proposition.

Chairman Darby stated that 
*• • result of this offMml cmn 
VMI, the Board of Supervis 
ors took specific action, de 
claring the territory within 
the proposed boundaries duly 
organized as a municipal wa 
ter district under the name of 
West Basin Municipal Water 
District.

ASK $950,000 
FOR SCHOOL 
HOUSES HERE

Outlining recommendation* 
for expansion of the Torranee 
City school system, Superin 
tendent .1. Henrlch Hull tohl 
Board members Tuesday night 
that he recommends a bond Is 
sue of $8(50,000 for construc 
tion of at leant five additional 
school building*.
Basing his figures on the 

home building program under 
way In the various sections of 
the city, Hull reported that with 
in two years the schools will 
have an enrollment of 4,000 stu 
dents, pointing out that the pre 
sent facilities are at near cap 
acity with 2,600. The report 
assumes that the high school 
would become part of the city 
schools through unification of 
the district.

The additional buildings would 
he constructed close to the vari- 
"us developments In order to 

I e v 1 a t e the transportation 
blem, Hull-said. In the Hol- 

rwood Riviera where 500 new 
vs are under construction 

r completed, a school with 
n classrooms, to house kin- 

ergaiten and the first six 
ades, is contemplated at a 
st of $162,640.
For the 180 houses In Tor 

rance Manor, another seven-
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Police On Trail 
If'Screwdriver' 
Burglar Here

Apprehension of a "screw 
driver" burglar IH expected 
shortly, ax-fording to Tor- 
ranee police Investigating four 
burglaries believed lu have 
been committed by the same 
person.

The "screwdriver" thief for 
whom police are searching U 
brtleved to he a juvenile be 
cause of footprints found at 
the scenes of the house-break- 
Ings and because of the arti 
cles taken.

In each of the four burgla 
ries entry was effected In the 
same manner. A screwdriver 
was used to break the screen 
of a rear bedroom window at 
Men location, enabling the 
thief to release the window 
catch and crawl Into the house.

The "screwdriver" robber 
made hi* first appearance 
Sunday night at the home of 
Raymond Tucker, 1217 Madrid 
ave., between (I and 9 p.m. 
The only article reported miss 
ing WM a woman's ruby ring. 

Striking three, times Tues 
day night, the culprit broke 
Into the house of Mrs. P. V. 
Wooster, 2463 Carson st., some 
time between 5:30 and 9 p.m. 
Mrs. WooHter reported that 
many articles were strewn 
•round but the only things 
missing were eight packages 
of cigarettes.

Between 7 and 11 p.m. the 
same night, I. D. Welty, 1408

(Continued on Pig* 6-A)

RECORD SAFETY PERFORMANCE . . . Employees of the Tor-   
sance Plant of Columbia Steel Company, a United States Steel   
subsidiary, arc proud possessors today of the highest award to 
be granted by the National Safety Council as a result of com 
pleting 1,811,088 man hourt without a disabling injury. The 
award in the form of a plaque reading "Distinguished Service 
for Safety" and a flag bearing the green cross of safefy was 
presented Nov. 25. The above photo shows members of the 
Joint Management-Union Safety Committee and officials who 
attended the ceremonies. They are, left "to right: Frank W. 
Smith; C. P. Monaghan; Bob Ortega; A. V. Berry; O. A. Kresse, 
general superintendent of the Torrance plant; Alex Me Jannett; 
Colonel F_ C. Lynch, secretary-manager of the Greater Los An 
geles Chapter of the National Safety Council; L. C. ?urg«r, ' 
safety engineer, Torrance Plant; Harlow Dodson, assistant gen 
eral superintendent of the Torrance plant; and Frank Scheliga. 
At the right is a reproduction of the certificate.

Torrance Merchants 
In Solid Front On 
New Clerks9 Contract

Presenting » sottd front In their dealings with the Retail 
Clerks Union No. 805 operating in the Harbor area under the 
direction of Haskell Ttdwell, executive secretary, Torrance mer 
chants now under contract with the Union joined this week 
with members of the Sun Pedro Business Men, Associated. In 

otlfying the Union of their in- 
entlon to terminate the cur- 
ent contracts on Jan. 30, 1948. 
Toirance retailers have been 

nvited to meet with members 
f the San Pcdro Business Men, 

Associated, tonight, (Thursday) 
at 8 p.m. to ratify proposals 

a new contract to become 
effective Feb. 1, 1948. Notices

PATRONS ALONG NEW BUS 
LINE APPLAUD SERVICE

The new Long Beach-North Tomuice Hawthorne service of 
Torrance Municipal Bus Lines Is experiencing immediate popular 
ity and has won acclaim all along the route, according to William 
Murphey, manager of the bus line.

"We are providing a much-needed service," Murphey said.

opened about Jan. 1, in 
nrnifton. Albert states.

Manager Osherenko, of 
Torrance store, operated
R ft B and O.K. drug stftres In 
San Pedro for 12 years and has

merchandising. He Is a regls- 
tered pharmacist.

"and patrons on each of the*- 
routes have told us of their I 
appreciation 'for the new line."! 

The service started Monday, 
Dec. 1. and serves Carson street, 
Avalon boulevard or Alameda 
boulevard (alternate routes). So- 
pulveda boulevard, 101 highway 
and Pacific avenue, to 3rd street 
In Long Beach, and parts of

TORRANCE WITHOUT CITY 
ATTORNEY THIRD WEEK

The City of Torrance has entered Its third week without 
City Attorney, Otto B. Wlllett having been appointed as City 
Judge on Nov. 13 to succeed Judge John A. Bhidler, named 
Justice of the Peace of the Southwest Township nearly 
month ago.

Judge Wtllett told the City 
Council the night he was ap 
pointed City Judge that he 
couW not hold both offices, un 
der provisions of the City Char 
ter.

The City Charter reads that 
the "City Attorney shall be an 
elector of the City, admitted to 
p !  a c 11 c e before the Supreme 
Court of the State of Califor 
nia, and shall have been in ac 
tive practice in said state for 
at least three years next pre 
ceding hi* appointment."

To be an elector of the City
the person must have resided
here 30 days, In the County for
90 days and in the State 1 year

Ik However, Civil Service regula
"lions require that candidates

must be residents of the City

Ion for the job. Similar provl 
slons are provided for that o 
City Judge.

Wlllett has been performing 
Functions as an attorney fo 
the City Council as requested 
but the actual appointment ex 
peeled last Tuesday failed t 
materialize.

It Is understood that the lo 
cal attorneys who qualify fo 
appointment of City Attorne 
are few, and Include W. E. Kalb 
flelsch, Albert Isen, Charle 
MlUchrich and C. T. Rlppy.

There are no names on th 
Civil Service list. It was sail 
and the appointment can b. 
made temporarily subject 
testa to be called.

r e n s h a w boulevard, 190th 
reet, Prairie" avenue, 182nd 
reel, and Hawthorne boule- 

ard to Broadway In Hawthorn 
Original schedules called for 
>urly service on the new routes 
at mechanical difficulties 

orced the removal of one of 
vehicles necessitating cur 

ailed service.
Buses leave Torrance for 

Long Beach at 5:30, 8:10, and 
1:08 a.m. and 3:18, 8:88, and 
:6B p.m. with return trip 
cheduled to leave Long Beach 
t 6:18, 8:68, and 11:80 a.m. and 
, 6:40, and 9:20 p.m. 
Coaches on the Torrance- 

iawthorne route leave Torran 
it 7 and 9:86 a.m. and 12:38 

4:48, 7:40, and 10:08 p.m. wit 
return trips leaving Hawthorn 
at 7:38 and 10:30 a.m. and 1:1 
8:20, 8:18, and 10:40 p.m.

These limited -schedules are 
 xpected to be In effect on 
10 days. The second pair of fou 
Reo buses purchased recent 
arrived yesterday and will 
Into service as soon as they an 
bhccked, according to Murphe 
The first two already are 
use.

Murphey also announced th 
an afternoon schedule to Be 
side Ranches Is now being o 
crated with the coach leavii 
Beacon Drug terminal at 2:(

Yule Decoration 
Begun In Main 
Shopping Area

The first step toward* in 
stallation of Christmas street 
decorations In Torrmnce was 
accomplished yesterday with 
wire* being strung from light 
poles by Joe Webb, city elec- 
trlcbui, aided by Dale Rtley 
and a crew of workers.

The decorations, tu feature 
colored lights, Sunt* Claus, 
tars, and other typ^-al Yule- 

ttde emblem*, will he placed 
•long Sartorl, Mareellna and 
El Prado avenues, and Tor 
rance boulevard, according to 
tarry Abranwon of National 
lonw Appliance Co. and Sam 
ovy of Sam Levy's Depart- 
nent Store, conimltteemen In 
charge of the project spon 
sored by the Itetall Merchant* 
Division of the Torrance 

Chamber of Commerce.
When completed, the deco 

rations will give the down 
town area a bright holiday 
appearance. The sum of more 
than $2,000 needed to d<<|o- 
rate the «treeU of the shop 
ping district was provided by 
Torrmnce merchants.

of the meeting to be held at 
kX> Eighth -St., San Pedro, were

nt to members and other har-
ir area employers.
Directors of the employers as 

sociation, by resolution, have 
,lso appointed three committee 

members to negotiate a new 
contract with the Union. Presi 
dent Bud Malonc will serve as 

x offlcio chairman with Bill 
3race of San Pedro and Charles 

V. Jones of Torrance. A Wil- 
mington representative is also 
to be named, It was stated.

"It Is the hope of the board 
of directors that there will be

full attendance of employers 
at the Thursday night meeting,' 
Malonc said. "It is also my 
sarnest hope that the ncgotiat 
Ing committee can get together

Ith the union In the near fu 
ture and work out negotiation. 
to a satisfactory conclusion," he 
added.

Attorneys retained by the busl 
nesa men's group will be at thi 
meeting to explain the new con 
tract proposals and answi 
questions from members.

PERMIT ISSUED FOR NEW 
CATHOLIC^HURCH HERE

Establishment of a third Catholic church In Torrance wa 
>egun this week when the Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angi 
,ook out a building permit to remodel the building at 478 

Redondo Beach blvd. Into a church.
The other two Catholic churches are Church of the Natlvlt; 1447 Engracla' ave., the Rev. Fr.*————— —————————————— 

P. J. HcGulnness pastor, and 
St. Joseph's church, Pueblo, the 
Rev. Fr. Cyril Wood pastor.

p.m. dally. Morning schedul 
remain the same with buses 
leaving the terminal at 8:88 and 
11:18 a.m.

The church permit was one of 
21 in: ues during '.h" past week 
by the city engineer's office. 
Permits were valued at $118,- 
488 raising the total for the 
year to yesterday, to" $6,841,- 
848.

During the month of Novem 
ber 97 permits valued at $874,- 
998 were Issued, bringing the 
official building in Torrance for 
the first 11 months of 1947 to 
$6,493,793,793 on 1,188 permit*. 

California -Nevada Proper

les, Inc., took out permit 
ilx more houses during the pa 
veek. Five of the houses w< 
valued at $7.600 while the sl> 
was valued at $7,000, a total 
$48,000. All &tx are to be bu 
In the 900 block of Calle Mtr 
mar.

Others receiving permits du 
Ing the week weie:

Joseph Rowe, Lawndale, re 
dence at 1633 Iris ave., $3.800

Claude R. Barton, 22027 
Flgucroa ave., residence at 16 
Madrid ave., $6,200.

D. H. Boyd, 24004 Neece av
(Continued on Pifl. 7-A)
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ONE 150 PERCENT, BRING 
TORN OF PROTESTS HERE

The present system of assentilng property and of holding 
equalization hearings without giving notice to taxpayers of 

le tax value of their property came in for bitter attack by a' 
roup of Torrance taxpayers us they discovered that assess 

ments on some Torranee commercial and unimproved prop- 
rty had been increased this*———:—————

AIRPORT COST 
TO CITY MORE 
THAN INCOME

Commissions paid tn E. Y. 
Tarkington tn manage Tor 
ranee Municipal airport for 
the month of November 
amounted to $757.50, with the 
City paying an additional $1,-' 
173.00 for Insurance, arcording 
to the, account on file in the , 
City Clerk's office. 
The income for November was 

$1,104.02, and total expense in 
cluding commissions and the In 
surance is $1,937.25.

 c the airport was taken 
over by Tarkington en his 85 

it commission basis, In 
June, a total accumulative in- 

of $5,601.07 has been rec 
orded. Expenses have been $4.- 
868.01, of which amount $3,060.50 
has been in commissions paid 
to Tarkington. The city has re 
ceived' the balance of $2,127.44, 
out of which the Insurance pay 
ment, power bills and other ex 
penses have been paid, the rec 
ords in the City Hall show.

A definite program for the 
impiovement of the municipal 
Mrpdrt is expected to grow put 
of a meeting, tentatively sched 
uled for Dec. 10 between the 
City Council, Tarkinptorr, air- 
oort manager and Col. William 
Kox of Los Angeles.

Fox is director of the Re 
gional Planning Commission for 
Los Angeles County, and one, of 
the ownei-s of Torrance Communi 

ty airport, at Redondo Beach 
blvd. and Prairie ave. A fflll 
"olonel in the Army Air Forces
-luring World War II, Fox   Is 
in authority on problems of air- 
DOK operation. He also heads 
the countv's airport board ne 
gotiating for several surplus air- 
Torts and their opeiation. The
 :ounty has expressed a desire 
>o take over the Torrance air 
port if the City of Torrance is 
not able to successfully operate 
the former Aimy field hullt on 
oropcrty purchased from the 
Weston company on 101 high 
way.

The time for appealing the 
recent .Superior Court decision 
denying the claims of a group 
of Lomita men to the airport 

the basis of a purported 
; and business arrangement 

to operate the airport, made 
with the now inactivated Third 
Group of the Civil Air' Patrol, 
xpires Saturday, and no fur 

ther legal 'action is anticipated 
by the City.

However, the City has held 
up its plan for the development 
of the field in accordance with 
the right-of-entry and interim

(Continued on P«fl« 5-A)

'Copter Mail 
Starts Jan. 10

Jan. 10 is the date for the 
tentative inauguration of heli 
copter mail service between Tor- 
 ahce and Los Angeles, accord-

as much as 150 percent. 
Represented and accompanied 

C. T. Rlppy, attorney, who 
mself criticized the equaliza- 

system, Jack Koeh and
im Levy called on County As 
'ssor John R. Quinn to protest 
anket aises of asscsments 
ithout ' notice, a procedure 
hlch is costing some Torrance 
xpayers many thousands of 

ollars this year. 
The land on which Koch's 
tar Furniture Company Is lo- 
ited at Post and Sartor! ave- 
ues. was Increased ISO percent

assessed valuation, from $9, 
SO to $25,800, by the Assessor 
his year. The building was in 
reased nearly 50 percent, from 
12,200 to $17,628 In assessed 
aluatlon.
Similar Instances   were cited 

>y Levy, Rippy and other p 
rty owners.

Nothing can be done about It 
his year, Rippy said, since they 
lid not appear before the Board 

of Supervisors sitting i 
Boa I'd of Equalization to pro 
cst the increase In assessment 

The same goes for Rippy hli
nlf, for Levy and many others 

experiencing similar "blanket 
eases'. However, the As.se! 

sor has promised to send a ma 
Torrance immediately to n 

check valuations, leases an 
rentals, and make adjustment 
and corrections necessary.

"We trust the Judgment 
the Assessor." Koch said, "an 
do not appear to protest a; 
sessments. Now, it is costin 
me nearly $4,000 this year < 
my Torrance property becau 
I did not go to the Board o 
Equalization meeting and pr

test that assessments on my 
property had increased as much 
as 150 percent." 

Said Levy, "What If the 2, 
0,000 taxpayers of Los Ang< 
s County all went to the As 

r's office and demanded the 
ght to know the assessment 

their property before the 
oard of Equalization hearing 
"It would take two years to

(Continued l-.g. « *)

ing to Clarence Bellnn, president 
of Los Angeles Airways, wh'.c'< 
has been negotiating the con 
tract.

Location of the lanrt'nir, plac? 
for the helicopters will be de. 
termined after a survey which 
Belinn plans to make In the Har 
bor area during the next two 
weeks to locate site* in which 
his 'Crafts can land and take 
off.

The service will br from LOK 
Angeles airport and will Include, 
beside Torranee, neighboring 
communities such as Wllmlng- 
ton, San Pedro, Long Beach, 
Santa Ana, Orange, Anaheim, 
Fuller-ton, Norwnlk, Downcy am) 
Compton.

CHEST DRIVE HERE IS 
WITHIN SIGHT OF GOAL

Increased work on the part of Tortance volunteers last week 
irought the local Community Chest contributions to $9328, or 
4 pet cent of the goal of $14,525, according to Sam Levy, chair.

man. Levy said that gifts to date have been made by J308 
Kneeled contributions hew.icrsons or approximately half of the 

B. T. Whitney, vice chairman* -- ________
Special Girts who is also| c || n lc care, 114 cases; youth 

orklng with colonels, Paul Dla- character building groups saeh
mond and William Zoeller in 
he business divisions said, "It 
vill take the teamwork of every-1 

one in the 38 cities and towns 
n the Chest to make this cam 
paign a success. I do not be- 
:levp that the people of Tor- 
ranee will allow themselves to 

on a losing team when that 
loss means a reduction of Chest 
youth character building pro 
grams, health and hospital care; 
and family and veterans guid 
ance programs."

The following types of ser 
vices were perfoimed In 'the 
Torrance area during the year 
1946-47: Veteran service, 19..89 
cases; family case-work 279; 
child-welfare 88; hospital and

as Boy and Girl Scouts, YMCA

Catholic Center, 3826. 
Levy declared that In areas 

'hlch have been thoroughly 
covered In the campaign gener 
ous gifts have been forthcom 
ing.

"The need now," he said, "in 
order to bring In the remaining 
30 per cent of our goal IH to go 
out and tell the story of the 
Community Chest to all citizens 
of this community who have 
not been contacted as yet. I

the facts about the 159 Chest 
agencies they will give and give

ued operation.


